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An Eye-Opener
i f, |To farmers and business men alike, The Press

respectfully recommertds the annual farm and home
tour tomorrow (Friday) as an eye-opener.

The business man who hasn't really looked at
farming in Macon County in the past year or two
will be amazed at what he sees. He'll come back
home with a new idea of the possibilities in rural
Macon.and a new conception of the rural market,
right here at his doorstep, that he probably has
been neglecting if not actually ignoring.
The farmer, no matter how progressive and pros¬

perous, is sure to^pick up worth-while ideas from
his neighbor in the next community.
The tour will leave the Agricultural Building

promptly at 9:30 Friday morning.

Makes Sense
Few of the 20th century's gadgets so affect

American life today as the automobile.

Motor transportation, in fact, has become such
a necessity for most people that the person who
cannot drive is sorely handicapped. Furthermore, it
is literally a matter of life and death whether the
people who drive automobiles really know how to
drive.

It* is quite proper, therefore, that the Franklin
High School should offer its students a course in
automobile driving. It makes particularly good
sense to get hold of these youngsters and teach
them the right way to drive before they have to
learn through error.

County Superintendent Holland McSwain is to
be congratulated on his foresight and imagination
in arranging for the institution of this course at the
coming school session here. ..

Bouquet
It sounds a lot like "carrying coals to Newcastle",

but here's a bouquet for the women (and a sprink¬
ling of men) responsible for the annual flower
shows in Highlands and Franklin.

We confess to a sense of perplexity at the de¬
tailed break-down of classes. After all, it is imma¬
terial to us whether a marigold is more or less than
31/32 of an inch in diameter, so long as it vis a pret¬
ty flower. At the risk , of. exposing the complete
ignorance of a layman, we had always supposed a

beautiful flower was to be admired just for being
a beautiful flower, and that there was no call to

demand of -flowers the conformity man is inclined
. to demand of man.

But all that aside, the folks who are responsible
for these flower shows.and an incredible amount
of work is involved.are stimulating interest in
flowers. And that is eminently worth-while. There
really is no reason why this region should not be

a veritable flower garden, from March's jonquils
through October's chrysanthemums.

HowToWriteAn Editorial
The method isn't recommended, but here's how

a lot of editorials are written:

First, you postpone the actual start of writing
just as long as possible ; because any kind of writ¬
ing is hard work.and don't let anybody tell you it
isn't !

^Finally, when you've changed the typewriter rib¬
bon (that really didn't need changing) and sharpen¬
ed all the pencils on your desk (that already were

pin-point sharp) and replenished the suuply of copy

»

paper (that was more than plentiful). finally, when
you can find no other excuse for procrastinating
further, you sit down t6 the typewriter.
But do you start writing immediately? You do

not ! '

Instead, you stare at the blank wall in front of
you, five minutes, ten minutes, half an hour. Usual¬
ly, out of the nowhere, a» idea comes; furiously
you start writing, to get it on paper before it
escapes. But some days, ideas refuse to come, no

matter how hard and long you stare.

You pick up the newspapers on the desk and leaf
through them. Usually, some headline will start the
old thought-tank churning; again you madly pound
the typewriter keys. But some days, nothing you
read strikes a spark.
You resume staring at the blank wall.

At last, in desperation, you put a piece of paper
in the typewriter and begin putting down words*
. . . like the ones above.

But soon even words refuse to come. Wryly,
you note that what you've written will fill only a

few of the 20 inches in a newspaper column.
t

Usually, you stare at the wall some more . . .

But occasionally you are honest with yourself.
On those honest days, you admit to yourself : "I
haven't a darned thing to say. Why say nothing?"

And if it1 is an exceptionally honest day . . . like
this one . . . you put on your coat, lock the front
door, and go home . . .

Others' Opinions
HORSE SENSE
(Cleveland Times)

There's more than a little wisdom in the observation that
there were fewer wrecks in horse and buggy days, because
the driver did not depend entirely on bis own intelligence.

SOUTHERN INFLUENCE
(Jacksonville) News and Views) <s>-

Southern Shriners have changed some of New York's habits
at least for the duration of the big Shriner convention. Han¬

son's, the famous theater district drug store, carried a window

sign advertising grits for breakfast.

"I had to do it", the owner explained. "Some Shriners told

me they wouldn't come in here if we didn't have grits. So I told

them of course we'd have some. The first thing I did was find

out what grits are!"

A POETICAL APPOINTMENT
(Thomasville Tribune) v

Governor Umstead has, perhaps, received more favorable

publicity from the appointment of James Larkin Pearson as

North Carolina's poet laureate than from any other official

designating, including that of Senator Lennon.

Reason for the reaction is easy to come by. Mr. Pearson is a

poet. Simple in lyric vein, maybe, but genuine. Many laureates
are not. Some, like Mr. Pearson's predecessor Dr. Arthur Tal-

madge Abernathy, are impressive intellectually, but not too

,much possessed of the singing spirit, major requirement
among poets. Walt Whitman, who was a singer, would have

liked the current nomination from North Carolina.

Mr. Pearson shares qualities of simplicity with another Tar

Heel, John Henry Boner, a Whitman contemporary, who had

the misfortune of living in a barren age where public recogni¬
tion was concerned. Almost as unfortunate was the late John

Charles McNeil, another Tar Kee! poet with whom Pearson

shares tradition of inheritance. In England to be named as

poet laureate has oftentimes meant an official seal of approval.
Just as often it has been the kiss of death, where productivity
on the basis of merit is concerned.

North Carolinians will have no such fears for Mr. Pearson,

chiefly because of his long years as a practicing newspaper¬
man, but most of all because he has the poetic gift.

EXONERATION OF BJSHOP OXNAM
(The Biblical Recorder)

The appearance of Bishop G. Bromley Cxnam before the

House Un-American Activities Committee in Washington on

July^ 2i~marked an historic event in the history of American

political and religious controversy. Dr. Oxnam has been a dis¬

tinguished bishop in the Methodist church for many years and

has been one of the outstanding Christian leaders of the world.

Members of the congressional committee have made ridicu¬

lous charges against him, and he has been under attack for

some time, apparently because he stands for justice and free¬

dom in American life and against the conservative and reac¬

tionary forces which are set for the defense of the "status quo."
Congressman Donald R. Jackson, Republican member of the

committee, even accused Bishop Oxnam of "serving God on

Sunday and the communist front the rest of the week."

Bishop Oxnam charged and apparently proved that this con¬

gressional committee has in its files a great deal of unreliable
and false material against him, which they have not taken

the trouble to verify, and which Is given out to the public as

if it were carefully sifted facts. The Bishop accused the com¬

mittee of playing into Communists' hands, "by bearing false

witness against fellow Americans."

We cannot go into details or even mention the main points
involved in tills 10^-hours' appearance before the congressional

OUR DEMOCRACY
GROWING PAINS'

Never has amcwca ma© so many craoccNcstsoMAi;/
OUW* PEOPLE At. TODAY So WE AM e*Pfiy*NCINfc
CERTAIN PAINS,* SUCH.A* THE Mqp wt moke
SCHOOLS ANP BETTER PLANNING FOR. RfDEEMCNT,
7M4r Wt. M*0«£>T TODO SOMETHING ABOUT.

* WHAT WE ARC APT TO FORGET IS THAT THESE CROWING : S
HOLD PROMISE FORTHE FUTURE- IN THE EXPERIENCE
OF A SELF-RELIANT OLDER GENERATION, AND THE
DYNAMIC DRIVE OF AN ONCOMING GENERATION .

TO CARRY f*ORWARJ> /H THE WAYS OF OUR PEMOCRACY.

committee, but we would earnestly urge that all freedom-lov¬
ing Americans read the testimony carefully and prayerfully,
aad try to form a fair and just conclusion in regard to the
significance of this event.

If any individual Christian minister is found to be a com¬

munist, h6 should be dealt with, of course, in a fair and just
¦way as any other American citizen, but the partisan, political
forces of this country are going entirely too far in ^ smearing
the character of outstanding Christian leaders because they
believe in the application of the Christian message to the

whole of life, and speak out for social and economic justice, as

well as for freedom of thought.

Whether we like it or not, we are facing a period in America

when the political forces of this country are in danger of open¬

ly persecuting outstanding Christian leaders, and even the

church itself, if we are not on our guard. All loyal Americans

are.anxious to beat down this kind of menace to freedom; also
these loyal Americans wish to preserve against Communism

and every other kind of totalitarianism the precious American

principles of liberty, justice, and lair play. The day of this

irresponsible, slap-dash smear in Congress or anywhere else in

America should be ended.

Bishop Oxnam rendered a service not only to himself but
to all loyal American democracy in his strong and vigorous
testimony before this congressional committee.

There is no permanent greatness to a nation except it be

based upon morality. John Bright.

STRICTLY.

PERSONAL
By WEIMAR JONES

I have enough of the loyalty
of the mountains that the idea
of a "Hillbilly Day" in High¬
lands, when it was first pro¬
posed a year ago, left me cold.
Must we poke fun at our¬

selves, I asked myself, just for
a few tourists' dollars?

Well, maybe I didn't under¬
stand the idea back of the
"Hillbilly Day" festivities; or

maybe the idea, itself, has
grown.
In any case, the purpose of

Highlands' "Hillbilly Day ', as I
now understand it, isn't to poke
fun at the mountaineers, but at
the queer ideas others have
about us.

It's about time for that!
Three typical illustrations of

the gtoss ignorance about the
mountains and the people who
live in them . . and of the
determination of a lot of people
to let nothing change their
ideas on the subject . . occur
to me.
There was the instance, many

years ago, of how a Macon
County-ite, on a visit to a dis¬
tant city, was received like any
normal human being, until it
was discovered that the visitor
hailed from the mountains of
Western North Carolina. That
discovery made the visitor
something to be exhibited. "A
mountain white? I never
thought I would see one!"
Then, more recently, I hap¬

pened to be with a couple from
Chicago on a bus tour of the
Great Smokies. It was apparent
that their ideas of the moun¬
tain people had been taken,
without change, from the fic¬
tion of half a century ago; so
another mountaineer and I de-

cided to do a bit of educating.
We explained at length and in
detail about the misrepresenta¬
tions and exaggerations in the
long-ago novels about the
mountains; and then told of the
changes that had taken place.
We thought we had done a
good job. But, just before we
left the park, there came from
a chimney, hidden behind the
trees, a bit of smoke. "Why,
that's a mountaineer's still right
there!" they exclaimed in de¬
light.

Later, I had a letter from the
lady, telling me that she had
accepted a number of invita¬
tions to lecture to Chicago
women's clubs on "The Moun¬
taineers of Western North Car¬
olina". And that, mind you,
after spending one day on a
bus riding through the Smokies!

Finally, there's "Li'l Abner".
Don't get me wrong. "Li'l Abner"
is one of my favorite comics; I
never miss it. And I can over¬
look the exaggerations and dis¬
tortions in which A] Capp in¬
dulges. But wouldn't you think
he would have made some at¬
tempt to get the dialect right!
F'rinstance:
Many persons in New York or

Chicago or Kansas City give the
double-o sound to the letter u
or the letters ew, instead of
the e-u sound. "Noo York" Is
an example.
But never, in a hundred years
until "LIT Abner"! . did any

mountaineer ever say "con-
foosin".
Yes, sir, it's about time the

shoe was on the other foot;
time to poke a little fun at
others' Ignorance about us
"ignorant mountaineers".

News Making
As It Looks
To A Maconite

. By BOB SLOAN

I recently ran across a*
article In the Washington Port
which I think Is well worth
mentioning becau* Itsocom-
oletely debunks an attitude that
Is too ofetn prevalent ttxjav.
Uf»ny SO called thinking people
often Including news writers
and commentators like to pic
ture our Army, Navy, Alrfo*
and sometimes Diplomatic
Corps leaders as being ruthless
selfish monsters devouring youth
to satisfy their own ambitions.
They are not often thought of
in human terms. L«fs look at
Korea and see whether or not
the "High Brass" hasnt been
called on to fill the role of the
worried father who wonders how
"my boy is making out out
there tonight."
General Van Fleet s son, a

bomber pilot, has long been
listed as "missing in action
after a raid over North Korea.
General Mark Clark's son, an
infantry officer (although many
will insist that a boy whose
father had the "pull" of Mark
Clark would not even have to
serve in the infantry) was
wounded near Heartbreak Ridge.
General George Patton's son
has served in some of the
roughest fighting in Korea"
General Eisenhower's son has
served at the front. Selective
Service Director General L«wls
B. Hershey's son, a Marine
fought through the landing at
Inchon, fought through the
rugged advance to the Chosion
Reservoir; finished his tour of
duty, and volunteered to go
again. He was severely wound-

' ed. CIA chief Allan Dulles son
and Secretary ol State John
Foster Dulles' nephew was
wounded as a forward observer
with the Marines.
When these leaders have had

to order attacks they could not
help but think of the cost be
cause their boys were there too
and the "killed in action tcie-
crams with their bluntness read
no more easily to them How¬
ever, it is all the moretotheir
credit that they have not failed
in their duty nor turn soft..
Even though it meant respite
for his son as well as himself.
General Mark Clark said that
he could not ffeel any elation
over the truce in Korea because
he knew that we were leaving
a job undone.

* ? *

For the past 10 years a term
that has become increasingly
popular and more in.
use in this country is Un-Amer-
ican. Because of the loose way
it has been used its complete
meaning has sometimes been
obscured. This past week how¬
ever, I read a complete and
detailed account of the most
Un-American thing I have eve
heard of. U. S. News and World
Report carried a complete trans¬
cript of the interrogation (in¬
quisition would be a better
wordt of Bishop Oxnam of the
Methodist church by a con¬
gressional committee. It was so
disgraceful and the indignities
that this American citizen was
subject to that I feel that we

Continued on Page Three.

Do You
Remember?
(Looking backward through

the files of The Press)

50 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
The thoughtless individual

who scratched the initials "W.
P. C." in large letters on the
back of one of the pews in the
Methodist church was very im¬
polite to say the least of him.

The Rev. E. L. Bain is the
first preacher Franklin has
ever had who doesn't want his
members to stick to their pews.
He has had a quantity of paint
remover purchased and applied
to the pews and the sticking
Qualities have departed from
them, and Mr. Bain's hearers
will feel more comfortable and
perhaps give more attention to
his sermons.

25 YEARS AGO
. The annual invitation tourna¬
ment played on Franklin Golf
Club's course last week was a
decided success. A number of
surrounding towns and clubs
were represented and quite a bit
of good golf and some not so
good . was unleashed by the
contestants.

It is no trouble to find boys
to pick peaches, provided the
peaches were skirts.
Mr. C. L. Newman, associate

editor of The Progressive Farm¬
er, and a photographer, were
here Tuesday and part of the
day Wednesday for the purpose
of taking pictures of the home,
barn, livestock, and family of
Charlie Teague, Master Farmer
of Macon County.


