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Farfetched

Flsewhere on this page appear opposing edit-

orial views on the sitnation that developed in Bun- |

combe superior court last week when The Ashe-
ville Citizen, reporting a rape trial, published a
witness's answer 1o a question, after the judge had
ruled the question micht nat be answered in the
jury's presence. and had excused the jurors.

R. Lee Whitmire, presiding, declared a'
He said members of the jury may have
answer in the newspaper. In other words,
saidd the jundoes when the newspaper published the-
answer of the the effect was the same as
il the jndee had penoitted the guestion to be an
1 in 1l in presepee, Tudee  Whitmire

sSwered ]
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andd utite probablby did, tell some

the witness answered: the (ues-
tion, Iy short, the sitnation conld have been: and
quuate probable was, exactly the same as i the
newspaeer had nol published the witness's answer,
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To cav thar public business, done in public, may
be heard and disenssed and reported by word of
maoith by mdividuals, hut that a newspaper” niust
revain silent, will fmpress most reasonable peo
gie as farfetched, to sayv the least,

Freedom Is Risky

This Disiness of “econitending for, freedom™ 1s a
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Fhat 1s pointed ont inoan inferesting letter from

1. A Vinsonn of Rabun Gap, Ga, 15 is coninsing,
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Those are old guestioms, A they are.nn casy

fuestions,
Thev have been tronbling men's minds Jor cen-
turies.

Probably the hest way at least to approach an
answer, in today's confusing world, is to ask our-
selves: What is it we want ?

If what we want is a government that, first of
all, is efficient, a society that, first of all, always
is well ordered and consistent in the direction it
takes, and individual lives that, first of all, are un-
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confused—if these are what we want, then our an-
cestors had the right answer. .

Before the Reformmation, the Roman Catholic
church decided virtually every question for the in
dividual, and most major ones for society: i the
age of absolute monarchy, the king made lhe de-
cisions ; in the tinie of Hitler and Mussolini, it was
the state that decided: and woday, in Russia and
her -.‘ttl:“ih:>', it still s the state.

Generally, speaking, things are more efficiently
handled and life is better ordered under a dictator-
ship; there is far less,confusion when there is no
need for people, either mdividually or as a group,
to debate decisions—when the decisions are made
for them; and life under such an order isfar casier
and simpler for the average man—ifor he can enjoy
freedom from responsibility.

But this single freedom, from responsibility, fails
to satisfy something within man’s spirit. He hung-
ers for the freedom to decide for himself, he insists

upon being the captain of his own soul

1
This determination to be our own masters car-
ries with it great dangers—great dangers and rare-
ly any material benefits. The benefits are the in-

tangible ones of the spirit. Thus our democratic

freedom is basicallyispiritual; that is to say, it is
basically religious.

As a rule, we must pay for evervthing we get,
and usually the price is in proportion to the value
of the thing hounght, Because freedom is precious,
the price.wften is hizh, And whether it be the {ree-
dom to wovernourselves in a democratic society or
“ahe free will of the individ-
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Whether Mre, Bevant W, Bowles has o sense of
humor we cannot sav, But whether he has his
tongue in lis cheek or not, My, Bowles uridonbted-
Iv has provided a 1ot of chuckles for others, all
over the country.,

Mr, Bowles. 13 vear old ex-Marine, the athicr dav
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The vemedi, i seems 1o s 1o recosnize pres
stire wioups for what thev are — enemies ol the
American wayv of conducting the govermment, Sfor
the oreatest good' to the greatest number,

Because [ place my Lbrust in reason I place it in the indi-

. vidual, There is a madness In crowds from which the wisest,

caught up in their ranks, are not immune, Stupldity and cruel-
ty are the attributes of the mob, not wisdom and compassion.
—Bernard M. Baruch.

|—— OPPOSING VIEWS

Courts And

Newspapers

Wrone Premise
(Raleigh News amd Observer)

Judge R. Lee Whitmire plek-
ed an odd platform and o
strange setting for a defense of
the secrecy law he helped pass
in the 1953 General Assembly.
It is apparent that he mistak-
enly asslgned a newspaper to
the role of rocording seeretary
for a jury,

The judge spoke up for sec-
recy after the Asheville news-
paper reported the answer of a
witness, given after the jury
had been excused, In a rape
trial. In Judge Whitmire's view,
publication of the answer had
the same effect as an answer
in the presence of the jury.
Maybe so.

But the fact that the jurors

a capital case had access to

wspapers was because the
judge  permitted such access in
his discretion. The jurors were
not locked up, as is the usual
custom in such a case, but were
permitted to go home each
night with instructions from
Judge Whitmire that if they
read about the case in the
newspapers they were to disre-
gard what they read. 5

The basic question here, how-
ever, is not whether Judge
Whitmire exercised his disere-
tionary powers wisely. The real
guestion concerns the obliga-
tions of a newspaper in report-
ing a news event. When the
Asheville witness testified ouf-
side eatshot ol the jury but
withiin carshot of a couriroom
full oi spectators, what he sail

beeame  publle  property. Mo
guestion of ethies, ‘and most
emplutically no question of
apercey, was involved.

The Press Amd The Law
(Greensboro Daily News)

Superior Court Judee 1. Lee
Whitmire declared o mistrial In
a case at Asheyllle the other
day and delivered a lecture to
the press at the same time.

The casc was one In which
a4 man was indicted for rape.
The defendant’s lawyer asked
the doctor who examined the
prosecuting witness whether in
hls oplnion force was used
against the woman. The State
objécted to his answering. The
judge upheld the objection and
then, in order to get the reply
in the record In case of appeal,
allowed the doctor to answer it
in the absence of the jury. The
doctor answered that in his
opinion no force was used.

The reporter who coveréd the
trial included this answer in
his story and it was published
in the Asheville Citizen.

The jury was not kept to-
cether night and day, they
could go home and read news-
papers, and they presumably
did. Thus the jurors eould have
been influenced by the evidence
which was ruled Inadmissible
but which nevertheless appear-
¢d in the morning paper.

‘The judge declared a mistrial
and ordered a new trial (there
had been one mistrial before
because of a judge's slekness,
and the North Carolina Su-
preme Court had sent the case
hick on another occasian for
errorsi.

W= think Judge Whitmire
vis right in cdeclarinz a mis-
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1f you wont something, and
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Evar an optimist, [ asked w
friend in the Associated PFress
to get In touch with the Wash-
ington bureay of the AP and
see i 1t could be arranged for
me Lo attend the conference—il
one was held. Immediately on

arriving In Washington that
Wednesday morning, 1 tele-
phoned the Asspelated Press

and learned that a conference
was to be held, and that 1 had
been “cleared” — the AP had
mchad for me as a security

1 was delighted — but my

troubles waren't
didn't get in!

I was tnald to be at a par
tieuliie cate to the White Mouse
grounds at 1:30, and was there
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On more than one occaslon

wulle 1 was in Washington, 1
met  with  disgourtesy, but i
must say for thesé guards, re-
sponsible for the safety of the
President, that they could not
have been more courteous.

In the days ol Roosevelt, and
1 believe during part ol the
Truman administration, the

press conferences were held in
the Fresident's study, all the

reporters standing, and the
room so crowded there was
Continued On Page Eleven—

Le

News Making
As It Looks
To A Maconite

® By BOB SLOAN

I can not recall a more sin-
gular example of what I think
is one of the basic dilferences
belween the Democratic and
Republican parties than their
attitude as to what type of tax
policy should be used to count-
ar:u:t today’s business condi-

ons.

Leaders in the Republican
party are advocating a tax
change- which would give a re-
duction in co taxes
and a reductlon from earnings
on dividends. The substance of
their argument is that if given
proper encouragement those
who have extra capital above
their living expense will place
this capital in use to build fac-
tories to produce more goods to
be purchased by the American
publie.

Democratic leaders -led by
Senator Walter George, of Geor-
gia, propose to raise the tax
exemptions for all persons from
six to eight hundred dollars.
They contend that this extra
two hundred dollars exemption
would be used to purchase con-
sumer goods thereby creating
more demand. It seems to me
that a glance at the used car
stocks and eleetrical appliance
warehouses would show that we
today need to stimulate con-
suription rather than produc-
Lioin, Qur big problem seems to
that already we produce
more than we have the purch-
s3ine power to consume,

fhis 15 proposcd merely as a
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witlldn ¢ be a peod idea (or the
waty Coremissionars to tabu-
livta 1] various o 5 01 '‘the
e ; tl school
\ #n'w COu e ew
i [ including
iy in
i t they

i e

5 nuch

wondd

7 : .

1 wra

| 0 b3

{ il -

1 Il Is wier

4 =edn i Dadlisan

I jeabably &now  aboub as
much about basketball as Andy

LR 7 TR R4 T LS

e Lleven—

o Yon
nemsambeor?

(Lonking buckward through
the liles of The Pross)

W YEAES AGO THIS WEEK
Some. persong [rom Walnut
Crook brousht a live wild-vat to
town Saturtday and so0ld it to
iack Cansler for t'¢s dollars, I
npoeared’ 1o Le a viclous otea-
nat, sleasod with eaptivity.
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2% YEARS AGO

Wihu  told thint Adheville
voutiier ptovliel thiatl Tuesday
We admit it We aode o omis-

veerk when this paper
of thent 't lnd o=
d woesl of the Exlsams. Rain,

snow, and soeel ware on the bill

of Tar lor ¥ ranklin Tuesday.
My Eate bmith, whe 1oaves
aon lor New York to reside,

tendered - o
teoy on Thursday
last week in miscellancous
shower given. ot the haomne of
Mrs, J. A. Porter by Mrs. Gohn
C Wright and Miss Ida Ledel,

10 "II'I."\IES AGO
Mrs. Willlam €., Nall, of
Hghiands, has accepted the po-
sitlon gl assistant to Mrs. Flor-
ence S. Sherrill, ecounly home
demonstration agent. i

warewell | eour-
alternoon of

The Rev. Jackson Huneycutt
arrived to take over the pastor-
ate of the Franklin Methodist
Church on March 1.

The troop charter for Negro
Scout Troop, No. 11, of Frank-
lin, was presented at a recent
meeting in a special investiture
ceremony at Chapel School,

-



