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Dog Fight At A Funeral

The televised, radio-announced, motion picture-
filmed, newspaper-covered “mess in Washington”
that has been going on reminds us nothing so much
as of a dogfight at a funeral,

The “mess” referred to, of course, is the Con-
gressional committee hearings on the McCarthy-
Army controversy. '

It is important, we suppose, whether Senator
McCarthy or Army Secretary Stevens lied, and
whether preferential treatment was sought for, or
accorded to, a man drafted as a private. It would
be our guess, though, that McCarthy has lied be-
fore; also that the army has been asked for, and
has granted, special favors before.

The drama.in the Washington committee hear-
ing might be important in normal times. It is being
enacted, however, against a backdrop of a world
perceptibly and apparently inevitably drifting to-
ward a war that mav destroy civilization.

And evervbody—including the participants and
the members of the comumittee—appears to have
forgotten what started it all. It all started over
one Major Irving Peress.

Remember him? Perhaps not, because it’s been
all of two months since he was the center of con-
troversy, and many a bulletin announcement has
gone over the dam since then. But Major Peress
was the bone the dogs first started fighting over.
Senator McCarthy, remember, charged that the
Army had promoted, and then honorably discharg-
ed, a Communist. The “Communist” in question
was Major Peress, a dentist.

One way to put the McCarthy-Stevens row in
focus is to go back into comparatively ancient his-
tory to the Peress case, and note, from the per-
spective of two months, how fantastic—and prob-
ably unimportant—was the Peress “mess”,

Here's the story, as it was told sometime ago by
Walter Millis, writing in the Republican New York
Herald Tribune:

To begin with, it was not the Kremlin which put Dr. Peress
in the Army and promoted him; it was the Congress. The
story really begins in the desperate autumn of 1950,
Congress enacted the “doctors’ draft,” authorizing the draft
of medical and dental specialists above the otherwise max-
imum age of twenty-five. When the medical ‘ession justi-
fiably protested this as barefaced the armed
services responded by adopting, as a policy, the automatic
commissioning of these special draftees in ranks commensu-
rate with their special experience and professional back

Almost immediately a problem arose—in the shape of Dr.
Stanley Orloff, a senior psychiatrist of the New York Depart-
ment of Mental Hyglene. Dr. Orloff had been offered a com-
mission in the Air Force Reserve; but he had simply refused
to make any answer at all to the loyalty questionnaire that
went with it. He did not get the commission, and shortly
amtamnmummnmg.u.mmm
“doctors’ draft.” He applied, under for
a commission commensurate with his
and the forms duly arrived, Including the “

This form includes a large number of questions about mem
bership in the Communist party, or in “front” organizations,
or about attendance at meetings or social contacts and so on;

clalm “Federal privilege” under the Fifth
some or all of the questions. Dr. Orloff claimed the blanket
privilege; and was denied his commission. Instead, he was
shipped as an enlisted man to Fort Lawton, Wash,, for trans-
fer to Korea. Then he went to court.

As an enlisted man at Fort Lawton there was neither need
nor opportunity for him to practice the psychiatric skills be-
cause of which he had been drafted. He contended that the
Army either had to commission him and give him psychiatric
work or else discharge him forthwith. The Army's dilemma
is obvious. To commission him meant making an Army officer
out of a “Fifth Amendment Communist”; to discharge him
meant relleving any doctor who simply filled in the “privi-
lege” blank (an action involving no legal or even moral ob-
loquy in itself) of the arduous and usually costly duty im-
posed by the “doctors’ draft,” a duty which few doctors have
welcomed.

It would take a Lewls Carroll to deal properly with what
followed. The Army contended that once having drafted him,
although as a psychiatrist, it could use him for any service
down to kitchen police that it wished to use him for. But
when Orloff secured a SBupreme Court order requiring the

%

prevent him from eliciting security information from pa-
tlents!

“gurplus” and let him out under the honorable discharge pro-
cedure normal in such cases.

Others’ Opinions

THEY CHOOSE THE STAGE
(Christian Science Monitor)

Last year no fewer than 63 youthful graduates of the uni-
versities of Oxford and Cambridge presented themselves for
the job of dramatic critic of one of the big London newspapers.
Their chances of getting this job were somewhat reduced by
the fact that the post was not even vacant. Nevertheless, these
statistics illustrate vividly the increasing interest in the theater
that is being taken by the rising generation.

Twenty-five years ago the brightest young people at the
universities were absorbed in films; now the position is quite
different; it is the theatre that causes excitement and holds
young men and women away from their studies and the hockey
field.

— TOO MUCH LARNIN'

English As She Is Spoke

Greensboro Daily NMews ——

Miss Beatrice Cobb in the Morganton News-Herald complains
that colorful speech is vanishing in the mountains nowadays—
too much book-larnin’, we reckon, leastways that’s what we
hearn tell.

Homer,allhnétloat.Pooplettﬂlmkenoumdothewrk
of verbs and vice versa—and why not? Thus:

They churched Pitt for tale-bearin’.
Granny kept faultin' us all day.

I don't confidence them dogs much.

I don’t do mary thing to contrary her.

I didn't hear no give-out at the meetin’.

A letter-writer in the Chapel Hill Weekly gives a wonderful
example for a sentence ending in a mess of prepositions: f

What did you bring me that book to be read to out of from
for?

We don't mind sentences ending in prepositions but that
sounds like a little too much of a good thing to go for.

Editor Louls Graves of the Chapel Hill Weekly reminds us
that the “tantamount” season has begun again. It always be-
gins when somebody writes that “victory in a Democratic
primary is tantamount to election” in these parts.

Mr. Graves doesn't like tantamount because (1) it is a fun-

ny-sounding word, and (2) it keeps on reminding him of a
catamount. We knew a boy In school once who insisted that a

mosque was some sort of a catfish, a conclusion to which he

was doubtless led by way of “mollusc.” Come to think of it,
“tantamount” does sound a lot more wild and feline than
does “equal” or even “equivalent.”

BEditor Welmar Jones of The Franklin Press hates “different
than.” We do too. It rl.l.uus There's no sense or logic or good
taste to it. It's a Briticism, that's what it Is.

To our mind all this proves that words are living things;
some are rough customers and others are perfect ladies and
gentlemen. Some are dull and others sparkle. Some are finicky
and others are solid. Some have gullt by assoclation fastened
on them while others borrow friendliness by connotation. Some
are sweet and others are sour on the tongue. Either you llke
a word or you don't, and that’s all there is to it.

—LEWIS MUMFORD

One More Breath

In The NEW YORK TIMES

The power of the hydrogen bomb has, it Is plain, given pause
even to the leaders of our government. Their very hesitation
to give away the facts In Itself gives away the facts. Under
what mandate, then, do they continue to hold as secret the
results we may expect from the use of weapons of extermina-
tion—not mesely on our own cities and people but on all living

organisms; not merely on our present lives but om the lives of
countless generations to come?

mmmmmmmmununmp-
votion to the perfection of sclentific weapons of total destruc-
tion and extermination will turn out to be a profoundly irra-
tional one: repulsive to morality, dangerous fo national secur-
ity, inimical to life? ‘

Do they suspect that the American people are still sane
enough to halt the blind automatism thntennﬂnuu.tnthe
face of Soviet Russia’s equal sclentific powers, to produce these
fatal weapons?

Do they fear that their fellowcountrymen may well doubt
the usefulness of instruments which, under the gulse of de-
mmwmmamm.mtm-
cidentally destroy the whole fabric of civilization and threaten
the very existence of the human race?

Our secret weapons of extermination have been produced
under conditions that have favared irresponsible censorship
and short-sighted political and military judgments. Under the
protection of secrecy a succession of fatal error has been made,
primarily as the result (since 1942) of our accepting total ex-
termination as a method of warfare. These errors have been
compounded by our counting upon such dehumanized methods
to preserve peace and security.

- In turn, our very need for secrecy In an abortive effort to
monopolize technical and scientific knowledge, has produced
pathological symptoms in the whole body politic: fear, sus-
Mmm-mmmwhuMJME,m

all delusions of power based on fantasles of unlimited extermi- -

nation, as the only possible answer to the political threat of
Soviet Russia. But demoralized men cannot be counted upon
to control such automatic instruments of demoralization.

At a fatal moment our self-induced fears may produce the
incalculable and irretrievable holocaust our own weapons have
given us reason to dread. Only courage and intelligence of the
highest order, backed by open discussion, will give us the
strength to turn back from the suicidal path we have blindly
followed since 1042.

Are there not enough Americans still possessed of their san-
ity to call a stop to these irrational decislons, which are auto-
matically bringing us close to a total catastrophe?

There are many alternative courses to the policy to which
we have committed ourselves, practically without debate. The
worst of all these alternatives, submission to Communist total-
itarianism, would still be far wiser than the final destruction
of civilization.

As for the best of these alternatives, a policy of working
firmly toward justice and cooperation, and free intercourse
with all other peoples, in the faith that love begets love as
surely as hatred begets hatred—would, in all probability, be

the one instrument capable of plercing the strong armor of
our present enemies.

Once the facts of our policy of total extermination are pub-
licly canvassed, and the final outcome, mass suicide, is faced, I

believe that the American people are still sane enough to come

to a wiser decision than our government has yet made. They
will realize that retaliation is not protection; that total ex-
termination of both sides is not victory; that a constant state
of morbid fear, suspicion and hatred is mot security; that, in
m.wh;tuml&emlmudmmumw.

mthennmornnltyletonrmmmentmpamm

nektheeounlotmmm:menwhohnnmtmﬁemud
lntheerrorswehaumldeandarenotmmmed.outot
wide.todatendtncthm.htumanruﬂherem-immh
wluaevmmmhmﬂrylngmmofdutmcthn.lutour
own self-induced fears further upset our mental balance.

Le:n.all.uruponﬂhledﬂma,mtbeeowdlubjechot
an all-wise state, weigh the alternatives and canvass new lines
ofappronchtothe,pmblemaorpo“rmdpem.

_Lﬂmdeﬂmhowmmm“mmemnulmp
toward establishing firm relations of confidence with the rest
otmﬂnd.ﬁndletun.ﬂutof_gﬂ.hlwthncwnnham
up on behalf of humanity, on behalf of civillzation, on behalf

of life Itself against the methodology of barbarism to which
we are now committed.

ﬂu-mﬂmuhnnhmmamukﬂnerumm

wmmamm.uummhmm-m
thulthtmwto:mmmocmuytoum.“;
once more in our land. '
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STRICTLY

PERSONAL

By WEIMAR JONES
CHAPEL HILL.—Had an op- On the
pol'tnnltytot.t:'o other night, g;v:m"%“zm?mﬁ
an address ! o

courage. ]
In his speech, his
general eme was that the

hydrogen bomb, they are going
to suddenly start acting like
reasonable human beings. So
we can stop putting money into
darmaments, and develop atomic
energy for peacetime uses. That
means a great, new area of
peace and progress ahead.

In view of the current world
situation, that hit a lot of the
hard-headed realists among
students here as rather silly.

1 drew the impression, too,

that he is basically Isolation-
ist. And that doctrine, it seems
but realistic

:
g
4
]
|
i

misunde A

He was addressing an audi-
ence that I guessed to be not
entirely friendly, but his forth-
right answers—whether the au-
dience agreed with them or not
—brought applause.

If enough people see gnd hear
Senator Lennon before the pri-
mary, the result of the vote
could be less one-sided than
many people have taken it for
granted it would be.

. ® g
Speaking of the senate race,
some of Kerr Beott's supporters
are a little disturbed that he

Continned om Page Three— BStreet.
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chiefly concerned
ing his opponent. Do we want
a Senator who has carried out
a positive program in public
office or one who will concern

Sunday afternoon, the Frank-
lin High School Band gave an
excellent performance under the
“Sammy"” Beck.
Outside of enjoying the excel-
lent performance, the main
thought that came to me was
that there Is no extra curricu-
activity in the school which
teaches the individual the need
to work with others and im-
portance of doing your part of
a job well as well as band work.

3

The burning of the club
gol

that town.
10 YEARS AGO

The Franklin High BSchool
Glee Club will give a recital
Sunday at the Macon Theatre.

Ralph MeDonald, candidate
for the gubernatorial nomina-
tion in the Democratic primary,
will come' to Franklin Monday
and address the citizens of this
county at the courthouse.

Mr. and Mrs. George Conley
arrived Saturday from Macon,
Ga., where they have been far
several




