
Ot* fflrnnklitt tyxts* ,

anil
Cite SftigJtlaii&s cMntxxnmn

Entered at Post Office. Franklin. N. C.. as second claas matter
Published every Thursday by The Franklin Press

Franklin. N. C. Telephone M

WEIMAR JONES Editor
BOB 8. SLOAN Business Manager
J. P. BRADY News Editor
lOSS BETTY LOU FOUT8 Office Manager
CARL P. CABE Mechanical Superintendent
PRANK A. STARRETTE Shop Superintendent
DAVID H. SUTTON Stereotyper
CHARLES E. WHTTTINOTON Pressman

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
OUTSIDE MACON COUTfTT

One Year $3.00
81x Months 1.75
rhree Months 1.00

INSIDE MACON UOUNTT

One Year $2.50
Six Months 1.75
Three Months . .* 1.00

JUNE 3, 1954

The Price Of Victory
To. the winners, in Saturday's primary election,

congratulations.

To the losers, appreciation. If the time ever
comes in this country that the voters merely rub-

_

ber-stamp a slate of unopposed candidates, our de¬
mocracy will be about as effective as that in Soviet
Russia. Those who ran and lost provided the first
essential for a democratic government ; they made
it possible for the voters to have a choice. By mak¬
ing that choice possible, the losers have done us all
a service.

They now Wave discharged their responsibility.
Not so those who won nominations.

For every honor there is a price. For those who
won nominations, the price is continuing respon¬
sibility: First, to represent the Democratic party,
honestly and honorably, in the general election;
and. second, if they are elected in November, to
serve the public, intelligently as well as honestly.

The Court Decision
II

It is quite possible that the real significance of
the Supreme Court's segregation decision lies not
in what the court ruled, hut in how and why; not
in the fact that non-segregation now is the law of
the land, but in how it got to be the law.

Nowhere in the Constitution of the United States
is there any hint that the men who wrote that docu¬
ment intended for the Supreme Court to have the
power to invalidate a law because it was not in
harmony with the Constitution. Xot only is there
no provision giving the court that authority, but
the founding fathers were careful to write into the
Bill of Rights the specific provision that "The pow¬
ers not delegated to the United States, nor prohib¬
ited by it to the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the people."

It was the evident intent of those who drafted
the Constitution that the federal government should
have three branches, executive, legislative, and
judicial: and that they should he co-equal. And it
was on this basis that the government operated
during the two administrations of President Wash¬
ington and the one of President John Adams.

It was not until Jefferson's administration that
the court apparently even considered passing on

the constitutionality of acts of congress or of the
state legislatures. And it was Jefferson's bitter
enemy. Chief Justice John Marshall, who thought
of it then and who usurped this power.

Since that time, the unwritten authority of the
court to pass on the constitutionality of legislation
has come to be accepted, and generally has worked
quite well. It was, nevertheless, the first over-bal¬
ancing of the co-equal powers of the three branches ;
of the system of checks and balances.

* * *

In recent years, there has been rather convinc¬
ing evidence that the court, on occasion, has gone a

step farther; that some of its decisions have been
based not so much on what the Constitution means,
as upon what the court, in its judgment, thinks it
ought to mean. That is to say, there have been in¬
stances where the court has appeared to have put
first emphasis on what its members believed was

good for the country, with the court's role as in¬
terpreter of the Constitution secondary.

There was a strong feeling in the early Roose¬
velt days that the then anti-New Deal court threw
out some New Deal legislation chiefly because the
court thought it was bad legislation ; some of the
court's arguments in those cases seemed strained
indeed, as far as constitutionality was concerned.
Then, with the appointment of more and more

members of the court by Roosevelt, the trend was

in the opposite direction; in case after case, the
court held that what the Constitution had meant in
the 1930*5 it no longer meant in the 1940's.and

again some of the court's &planations were strain¬
ed.

Mo're recently, in the Dennis case, handed down
in 1951, tlye court radically modified its former
doctrine about freedom of speech. It formerly had
been guided bv the "clear and present danger"
doctrine, enunciated by Justice Holmes. Under that
doctrine, the government was forbidden to inter¬
fere with freedom of speech unless what was said
presented a "clear and present danger" to the gov¬
ernment itself. In the Dennis case, the court sharp¬
ly restricted freedom of speech, and explained its
change of attitude not by arguing that the freedom
of speech provision of the; First Amendment had
changed its meaning, or even that the court had
changed its interpretation of what it meant. Its
explanation was that conditions were so serious it
had become necessary to curtail freedom of speech.
It's decision, thus, was not an interpretation of the
Constitution, but an interpretation of what the
court believed the countrv needed at the moment.

* * *

In the segregation case, this tendency appears to
be even more marked. For it is almost impossible
to believe that a court that has been so consistently
divided as this one would be able to agree unani¬
mously on so debatable a point as whether segre¬
gation, in and of itself, interferes with the right to
equal educational opportunity.

It is almost impossible to believe, because that
argument, carried to its logical conclusion, is ab¬
surd.

It is absurd, in the first place, to assume that it
is possible to even remotely approach equality of
education opportunity except in "tangible" facili¬
ties, which the court held is not enough. There al¬
ways are one or two outstanding teacher^- in every
school system, for example, and if every pupil in
the System is to have complete equality of oppor¬
tunity. then every pupil in the system must be giv¬
en the opportunity to be taught by these exception¬
ally good teachers. And what about the child on the
wrong side of the railroad tracks? As a practical
proposition, it is necessary to district areas for
school purposes on a geographical basis.that is,
to segregate the children, geographically. Is it not
reasonable to believe that the child who must live
and attend school on the wrong side of the tracks
is quite as likely to "generate a feeling of inferior¬
ity" as is the segregated Xegro child?

It is absurd, in the second place, because if seg¬
regation. per se, is an interference with equality of
educational opportunity, then sexual segregation is
such an interference and thus is unconstitutional.
If the court is yoing to be logical, it must abolish
every all-male and every all-female school in the
country. Carried to its extreme, the argument
would even demand that football, acknowledged as
an important part of education, be open to young
women.

Tt is impossible to believe that nine intelligent
men. so often and so bitter] v divided on so manv
and so diverse issues, were unanimouslv agreed on
this one.

On what, then, is it reasonable to believe an al¬
most invariably divided corrt could agree unani¬
mously? On two things two things on which
many Americans are agreed: (1) that racial segre¬
gation is morally wrong.; and (2) that the time had
come to eliminate it.especially because of its bear¬
ing on our international leadership.

It is hard to reject the conclusion that these were
the things on which the court -really agreed. It is
hard to reject that conclusion, in the light of these
facts; For 57 years the court had held that "sepa¬
rate but equal" facilities complied with the require¬
ments of the Constitution ; in at least five recent
cases the court has handed down decisions that, by
implication at least, were based on the "separate
but equal" doctrine ; and the court's only real ex¬
planation for its reversal of itself was the state¬
ment that education has become more important.
And it is easy to see how this court thus might

have stepped outside its strict role of interpreter of
the Constitution, because only one Justice Minton
.of the nine justices had had judicial experience
prior to appointment to the Supreme Court.

* * *

All the evidence seems to suggest that the segre¬
gation ruling was not based on a change in the
court's understanding of what the Fourteenth
Amendment means, but on the court's judgment
of what is best for the country.

If that is true, then the court in this and other
recent cases.is attempting to play God for 150
million Americans. More to the point, it is legislat¬
ing.

Perhaps the only true dignity of man la his capacity to de¬
spise himself..George Santayana.

The reason birds can fly and we can't Is simply that they
have perfect faith, for to have faith Is to have wings.

.James M. Barrle.

OUR DEMOCRACY MW
down ay meou> mill stream
MANY COHGS, MANY ISOOKS. MANY PICTURES CElEtRATV
OUR OVERS.
wr PRINK FROM TWCM, FISH AND SWIM IN TMEM,fcOW ON THEM.
THey B£Ad OUR COMMERCE AMP ACCOMMODATE OUR INDUSTRIE*

TOO OFTEN We ABUSE OUR STREAMS, LITTERING THEIR. BANKS
AND POLLUTING THEIR WATERS, SO that MANY OF THEM
ARE FIT NEITHER FOR MAN NOR FISH.

rGRTUNATELY. WE ARE TAKING STEPS TO CONSERVE THEIR
VALUE, GOTH TO THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND THE NATION,
riV RESTORrNG THEM TO SOMETHING UKC THEIR,
ORIGINAL CLEANLINESS AND BEAUTY,

Others' Opinions
REASONABLE CONCLUSION

(Greensboro Daily News)

"What Causes Baldness'" asks caption in Raleigh News and
Observer. Off-hand, we'd say lack of hair.

NEEDED: 1 SOAPBOX
(U. N. C. Daily Tar Heel)

In some remarks on education during his visit to the campus
Monday, physicist Harold Urey drew a picture of academic
ireedom: "The right to express whatever view we hold to be
correct." And he suggested that the teacher must be free to
do this without veto $om the university or investigating com¬

mittees.

This will seem extremely self-evident to many. It is, how¬

ever, a principle under attack in many schools and from many
quarters, and we are glad to see it reasserted by Dr. Urey.

His definition of academic freedom, of course, implies the
right of the student to study whatever he wants and to follow
his curiosity wherever it may lead, even if it leads to non¬

conformist social and political and religious views.

Most people in the United States conform. But conformity
is foreign to the ideals of a university. Professors are paid to
produce new ideas. Students work to find the truth. It is pos¬

sible to make a university conform, but when the process is

through, you won't have a university.

What American universities need, what this one needs, are

a few soapbox orators with alien beliefs to stir things up a

bit. This would be academic freedom in its true meaning. It
would also be the best way to strengthen democracy, on the
campus and in the land.

The fashion wears out more apparel than the man.

.Shakespeare.

I do then with my friends as I do with my books. I would
have them where I can find them, but I seldom use them.

.Ralph Waldo Emerson.

STRICTLY :

PERSONAL
'

By WEIMAR JONES

CHAPEL HILL. This is the
last time this column will carry
the Chapel Hill dateline that
has appeared on it since last
September. By the time this ap¬
pears in print, I'll be back
home, at work on The Press.

I hate to leave Chapel Hill.
My nine months here will be a

pleasant memory for me as long
as X live.
But I also will be glad to get

back to Macon County. Glad
because it's home, glad because
it's the home of a lot of folks
I'm proud to call my friends,
and glad just because I like to
live in Macon County.
For any and every thing we

have, we must pay a price. I've
had a wonderful winter in
Chapel Hill, but I've paid for
it in the things I missed at
home. And there are a lot of
things, besides the people, I've
missed . . .

I like nippy winter days. I
like it when the trees are leaf¬
less, so you can see a lot of

things you never know are
there, In summer. I like snow
on the mountains, making everyridge and hollow stand out
against the s%. I like open
wood fires on cold winter days.
I like to get out in the woods
when the arbutus, one of
spring's first flowers, blooms be¬
neath the dead, dry leaves. *1
like the sight, and smell, of
newly plowed mountain red
clay.

All these I've missed, for this
year.

But, happily, I'm home in
time to enjoy the fragrance of
blooming honeysuckle; in time
for the rhododendron and laur¬
el and azalea (we called 'em
laurel and Ivy and mountain
huneysuckle when I was a
boy) in time to smell freshlycut hay, curing In the sun; In
time for the arrival of friends
and kin I never see except when
summer's heat sends them to
the mountains; In time to
work and play.«t home I

New* Making
As ft Looks
To A Maconite

. By BOB SLOAN

To me the most Important
thing In the just concluded
Senatorial primary election be¬
tween Kerr Scott and Alton
Lennon was the fact that the
instigation of the emotional
racial issue on a phony basis In
the last few days did not swing
the election to Lennon. The ra¬
cial Issue was Introduced by
a Lennon backer with false in¬
tent. In an advertisement and
handbills paid for by this man
there was the message to ask
Negroes to vote for Scott be¬
cause of interest he had shown
in their problems. However, the
man who paid for the ad was
not interested in the Negro vote,he wished to swing white voters
for Lennon by fanning the fires
of the segregation issue.
Such tricks and deceit are

similar to photo-cropping, par¬
agraph lifting and misquoting.
Had Lennon received a major¬
ity of the votes, candidates for
this office In the future might
have been prone to conclude
that If you smear hard enough
you can get elected. To me, this
would be a deplorable situation.

» * .

Highway Commissioner Harry
Buchanan stated earlier this
year that North Carolina would
be ready with their part of U.S.
441 by the time Georgia built
theirs. Well from what I hear
we had better get moving un¬
less Mr. Buchanan is going to
be guilty of hragging and not
backing it up.

* « .

J just had an idea for us
folks who have garden,.that is
if any of your vegetables sur¬
vived the many frosts we had
this spring. Instead of canning
and freezing your vegetables,
save the seed and sell it for
people to raise frost proof
plants from. It seems to me
that any which have survived
the many artic invasions this
spring would be capable of
growing up at least as far as
the artic circle. Of course there
is a catch to this, there may
not be any which have "made
the wiggle".

* * .

The success that the new
super market opened by Gus
Baldwin and the Farm and
Home Supply Company are hav¬
ing seems to indicate that busi¬
ness can move from- the center
of town and be successful. This
may be helpful in causing
Franklin to expand.

Do You
Remember?
(Looking backward through

the files of The Press)

50 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
Franklin is an up-to-date

town because she has the fol¬
lowing accessories: A liar, a
sponger, a loafer, a smart alec,
a giggling girl, a weather proph¬
et, a tattling woman, a man
who knows it all, a boy who
cuts up in church, a drunkard,
a hypocrite, a .meddler, a thing
that stares at women, a widow¬
er too gay for his age, a pro¬
fanity gusher, a man who can
give advice to everybody, a
fault-finder, a calamity howler,
a grown man who laughs every
time he says anything.
Prince Calloway, of Highlands

was here Friday.
Mr. James P. Angel moved

his harness shop outfit into the
room occupied by his son,
Thornton last Wednesday and
gave Col. A. A. Howe possession
of the premises vacated.
Burton Lyle and Clifford Har¬

rison returned home Thursdayfrom the A. & M. College at
Raleigh. Burton Slagle stopped
off at Webster where his fath¬
er, C. W. Slagle, was attending
court, and they came over Fri¬
day.

10 YEARS AGO
J. W. Addington, mail carrier

of Franklin, Route 2, for the
past 30 years, has retired from
service.

T. W. Porter, Sr., postmaster
of the Franklin office, was
elected chairman of the Nation¬
al Association of Postmasters of
the 12th Congressional district
at a meeting held on Saturday
evening.
A picnic was enjoyed by the

teachers of the Franklin high
school and the elementarygrades on Wednesday eveningat Arrowood Glade. Mrs. Gudg-
er Fortner, Mrs. Virginia Ram¬
sey, Mrs. Pearl Hunter, and
Miss Edna Jamison were In
charge of the refreshments
Mrs. C. Tom Bryson left re¬

cently for Klammath Falls,
Ore., for a visit with her broth¬
er, Lloyd Hlgdon, and familyand her sister, Mrs. F. R. Hol-
comb.


