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The School Board
In any discussion of Rep. G. L. Houk's bill ap¬

pointing a school board for Macon County, it
should be said at the outset that Mr. Houk is oper¬
ating under a system that is crazy.

For why nominate school board members in the
primary if the Legislature must appoint them?
And why legislative appointment if nomination in
the primary is to mean anything? And why nomi¬
nation in a primary only, thus disfranchising Re¬
publican voters?

The system is wrong. It needs changing. But
until it is changed, it is the system set up by state
law.

Some rather searching questions, therefore, are

raised by Mr. Houk's bill appointing men not nomi¬
nated in the primary.
Those questions have nothing to do with the

Macon representative's motives or with the char¬
acter or qualifications of the appointees.
They relate solely to method. This newspaper

has the same conviction now it has consistently
voiced over a period of eight or nine years : So long
as we nominate school board members in an elec¬
tion, then those nominated should be appointed by
the Legislature. State law, in fact, says they shall
be appointed.
The method of nominating one group and then

appointing another, it seems to us, is wrong, both
in principle and in practice.

It is wrong in principle for any one man (who¬
ever he may be,), or any one group of men, to over¬
rule the expressed wishes of the voters. For if any
one man, or anV one group of men, knows better
what is good for the people than the people them¬
selves, then we'd better ditch democracy.
And it i.s wrong in practice. Because how are we

going to get good men to run for the school board,
if they have no assurance they will be appointed
after they are nominated?

Those questions seem pertinent, und^r the pres¬
ent system.

Meanwhile, the system needs changing. What is
needed is a law permitting all the people of the
county to elect their school board, without legis¬
lative interference. That is the only .system that is
just. It is the only system that makes sense.

Bouquet
That was a fine annual meeting of the Franklin

Chamber of Commerce Friday night one of the
best, many say.

The attendance was large and representative of
the community, the progtam was excellent, and the
audience was both attentive and responsive. Due
recognition was given to what has been accom¬

plished, and the spirit forecast even greater ac¬

complishments during the coming year. Further¬
more, everything moved smoothly.
And that, of course, didn't just happen. Some¬

body behind the scenes had carefully planned.had
worked out not only the broad outlines for the- oc¬

casion, but apparently had thought of every prob¬
lem of detail before the problem arose, and was on

hand to handle it when it did arise.

That somebody was three somebodies . the
three members of i1i<- arrangements committee for
the annual banquet. Those three . Erwin Patton,
chairman. Xorman Blaine, and Victor H. Perry .
were not at the head table to receive applause ;
they were too busy elsewhere.

Here's a hand for them now.

A daily newspaper the other day announced it
has collected all its comics on "two facing pages",
and boasted that the arrangement will "save read¬
ing time". Who interested in saving time spends it
in reading comics? More to the point, who wants

Who's Going To Pay?
How should the state raise the some 18 million

dollars a year additional revenue it needs? Should
we tax a couple of luxuries or a lot of needs?

Governor Hodges and the Advisory Budget Com¬
mission proposed a plan, the heart of which was a
tax on manufactured tobacco, including 2 cents
per pack on cigarettes, and a levy of Ya of a cent
a bottle on soft drinks.

That program has three obvious advantages.
First, it would raise the needed revenue by taxing
luxuries. Second, it could and almost certainly
would be passed on to the consumer of the luxury,
rather than having to be borne by the industries
affected. And third, it is a simple program ; and
since it taxes only two items, it would be relative¬
ly easy and inexpensive to collect.

The General Assembly's finance committee, under
pressure from the powerful tobacco and bottlers'
lobbies, has come up with an entirely different pro¬
gram. Instead of taxing the two luxury items of
tobacco and soft drinks, it would levy some ten
other taxes.

This complicated program has the obvious dis¬
advantage of being harder and more expensive to
collect since.the money would come from ten dif¬
ferent sources, presumably it would be five times
as difficult and as expensive to collect.

And what about the intelligence and fairness of
the committee's alternate proposal? The answer

lies in an analysis of where the money would come
from;

Under the committee's plan, approximately one-
fourth of the total amount would come from taxes
on property. One of the ten proposed levies is a
tax on building materials . surely a tax on prog¬
ress: while another would tax real estate transfers.
In both instances, the man hardest hit would be the
builder or buyer of a home.

Approximately one-sixth would come from taxes
on automobiles. Automobiles have ceased to be a

luxury and have become a necessity, and the auto¬
mobile already is the most heavily taxed item the
average man must buy.
And approximately one-ninth would come from

the farmer, in taxes on seeds, feeds, fertilizers, and
insecticides.

Well over half, therefore, of the total would
come from three groups of citizens . property
owners (chiefly home-owners), automobile owners,
and farmers.

And this program would tax not luxuries, but
needs.

If the people of North Car61ina are wise, they
will insist that the legislators stay in Raleigh until
they can come up with a more intelligent and a
fairer tax program than this one. But the people
will get it only by demanding it. Because the legis¬
lators already are growing anxious to get home,
and that desire undoubtedly is being used as a lever
to, try to force this program through in a hurry.

Speaking Of Disloyalty . . .

American servicemen who were held prisoners of
war continue to be tried and convicted for dis¬
loyalty.
Perhaps they are guilty. Maybe they should be

punished.
But it is passing strange for this government,

under present circumstances, to charge anybody
with disloyalty : For isn't loyalty a two-way propo¬
sition? and is this government as loyal to its serv¬
icemen as it demands they be to it?

How about those U. S. airmen, still held in
Chinese prison camps, apparently abandoned by
their government? How loyal do you suppose they
and their families feel the government is to them?

There are said to he some vcrv effective lobbies
in Raleigh. Rut none of them, apparently, can
touch the theatres' lobby. Because in all the talk
about new taxes, nobody, so far as we can recall,
has so much as mentioned a tax on theatre admis¬
sions.

# Letters
KEEP MACON DRY

Editor, The Press;

Let us, as Christians, keep Macon dry. God would not be
pleased with a liquor store.

The roads around the beautiful little town of Highlands are
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too crooked for It to have a liquor store. Keep Macon dry, and
save a life.

Instead of using a store for liquor, why not use it for prayer
meeting?

MRS. LEXIE SANDERS.
Franklin, Route 2.

EIGHTH GRADE ON WHISKEY
Editor, The Press:

We, the 8th grade of Highlands School, feel that a whiskey
store here would be harmful to the youth of our town and our

community. We hope that our feelings about this influence you
in not voting for liquor in Highlands. We feel that Highlands
and the people in it are the most wonderful people in the
world. And we hope you will do nothing to change our feelings
about it.

It is known by everyone in and around Highlands that il¬
legal whiskey is plentiful to anyone in many different places.
Again we feel that if the voters are really interested in High¬
lands and, more important, your youth of Highlands, then see

that this traffic of abundant Illegal whiskey, which is 100
times worse than legal whiskey, be cleaned out.

The 8th grade has seriously thought the questions of whiskey
through. The room as a whole has discussed the question from
both angles. A page from each student was read in the class
and many good angles were brought out. A vote was taken
after the class heard the papers on whiskey. There was a

unanimous vote against the whiskey store in Highlands.

The problem of whiskey is a large one. It is up to the people
to do what they think.

Whiskey does no one any good all the way around.. Taxes
may help but they may be obtained other ways, because a

life is more precious than all the whiskey anywhere. Whiskey
drinkers are a nuisance to the public and carry a great deal
of trouble for the drinkers.

Highlands should not have a whiskey store because it will
cause more heart aches, sadness, more accidents and deaths.

A whiskey store will endanger the health of our people. We,
the people of Highlands, want a clean town. We want to keep
a clean street and a clean body pf people.

If all the people would band together and vote against the
A. B. C. store and get law officers to get out illegal whiskey,
Highlands would be a nicer place than it has been.

It has been apparent for a long time that Highlands needs
some kind of factory. Why can we not get one?

Slincerely,
MICHAEL BATT,

\ , 8th Grade Secretary,
Highlands School.

T

Others' Opinions
PRISONER OF WAR TRIALS

(Stanly News and Press)

Many citizens of this nation have been greatly disturbed by
the treatment of some of the returned prisoners by the Army
courts, and In recent weeks, the question mark has been put
on the element of justice In these courts.

Men who were held by the Chinese for several years and
subjected to what Is known as "brain-washing" have been
brought to trial on what amounts to charges of treason. Be¬
cause some of the men were able to stand up under this
"treatment" by the Chinese Reds, It is assumed that all men
should have been able to avoid doing anything that would have
helped the enemy. We think that attitude on the part of the
Army and our civilian courts is wrong. Those who pass judg¬
ment cannot know the circumstances under which these acts
of collaboration wire carried on.

We have nothing but the deepest sympathy for those who
were not able to withstand the pressure, and we believe it
only fair to have waited until time had allowed some of the
.'mental wounds" of both the accuser and the accused to have
healed before taking them into court.

And another thing that is rankling the American people
Is the fact that these courts seem to have one system of
Justice for officers who weakened under enemy pressure and
another for privates and non-commissioned officers.

News Making
As It Looks
To A Maconitf*

. By BOB SLOAN

The legislature of North Car¬
olina does not seem to be much
closer to solving the most seri¬
ous problem it faces . that is
where to find some thirty-four
million dollars of revenue more
than the current tax program
will bring in.

I, tor one, favored attempting
to do this by raising certain of
the so called luxury taxes. In¬
cluded in this class would be
wuca uu SUCH
items as ciga¬
rettes and all
other forms of
tobacco after
It had been
processed so
that It may be
used by the
consumer, a
tax on soft
drinks. Increase
In the liquor
tax, etc. The Sloan
oniy trouble Is that after youhave Increased all of these allthat they will stand you stillwon't have the needed extrarevenue. Unfortunately, too, weare speaking only of the amountneeded to continue public serv¬ices at their present level; yetthere are fields where NorthCarolina needs to expand theservice rendered its people.
Perhaps the best way to ob¬tain the needed revenue wouldbe to Increase the state in¬

come tax. This tax structurehas not been changed in overtwenty years. People obtain
more services from the statethan they did twenty years ago(and clamor for even more),and certainly no sensible per¬son would deny that you haveto pay more in most any field
tnan you did twenty years ago.However, I believe that if the
state Income tax structure were
Increased the exemption allow¬
ed per person should be in¬
creased also. This then In ef¬
fect would Increase the per¬centage of tax on the higherbrackets of income more than
on the average person. I have
always believed that it was fair
and made sense to tax where
the money is.
Truly this session of the

General Assembly is faced with
a difficult problem since the
war years surplus has just now
been spent. But sooner or later,
I am willing to wager, the state
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'Looking backward through
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50 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
Mrs. Minnie Gray Weaver, of

Ashevilie, has been visiting rel¬
atives in this county for a fort¬
night past.

Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Deal and
daughter, Miss Anna, were ex¬
pected home yesterday eveningfrom spending the winter in
Florida.

Mrs. George A. Jones and
Mrs. Lee Crawford left last
Wednesday for a two-weeks'
visit to their sister, Mrs. E. R.
Kinnebrew, of Athens, Ga. Mrs.
J. 8 Sloan went from Walhalla,8; C.. last week to meet them
in Athens.

25 TEARS AGO
Miss Rachel Davis, of the

Franklin school faculty, spentthe week-end with her parents,Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Davis..
Highlands Item.
The young high school set

enjoyed two delightful dances
last week: one Wednesday nightat Trimont Inn, and one Fri¬
day night at the Scott Griffin
Hotel.
Mr. and .Mrs. J. Harry Thomp¬

son, of Bluefield, W. Va., are
visiting Mrs. Thompson's par¬
ents, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Evans,
of Cullasaja. They will be in
Macon for ten days.

%10 YEARS AGO
Pfc. and Mrs. Weaver Hurst

left Friday for Miami, Fla.,
where they will spend two
weeks before Pfc. Hurst will be
re-assigned to further army
duties. He recently returned
from Honolulu, where he spent
43 months.
The Misses Jessie and Nancy

Potts, of Highlands, are listed
among the 45 students at West¬
ern Carolina Teachers College,
Cullowhee, who have won the
distinction of being named on
the Alpha Honor Roll. High¬
lands item.
Miss Pauline Wild spent the

past week-end in Montlcello,
Ga , with her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. J. A. Wild.


