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Why Not?

With the election over, the 1959 General As-
sembly is just around the corner. And that means
there’s talk of money in the offing—how much the
state should spend on schools and other services,
and where to get it.

NOVEMBER 13, 1958

There is a widespread belief that new or higher
taxes may be necessary; and the suggestion has
been made that the 3 per cent sales tax be broad-
ened to cover food and medicines.

That, of course, isn’t necessary. There are other
tax sources it is more logical to tap. For surely
there is no fairer tax than a tax on luxuries.

If we have to have more tax money, why not
tax soft drinks, theater admissions, and tobacco?

In the past, it has been considered something ap-
proaching treason to even mention a tax on to-
bacco in North Carolina, for tobacco is a big North
Carolina industry; and the theory is, if we tax to-
bacco, the tobacco plants might go away. It's the
old idea, a hold-over from another age, that the
man who provides jobs is a public benefactor, and
therefore should be handled with tax kid gloves.

Nérth Carolina and Virginia aré the only two-
States in the Southeast that levy no tax on tobac-
co. The others raise an estimated $115,000,000 a
year from that source.

If and when we have to raise more tax money,
let's get it from those who have enough to buy
such luxuries as soft drinks, theatér admissions,
and tobacco.

Hard Job Done Well

A county superintendent of public welfare has a
~difficult job, at best. And it is doubly difficult be-
cause welfare funds, since they come from federal,
state, and local taxes, are administered under the
strictest of strict rules. Sometimes rules made in
Washington don’t seem to make sense in Macon
County; but the county welfare superintendent
has no choice but to abide by them.

It was inevitable, therefore, that often the de-
cisions Mrs. Eloise G. Potts has had to make dur-
ing her 21 years as head of welfare work in this
county should have seemed arbitrary. But because

rs. Potts always was ready to take time to ex-
plain just what could be done under the rules, and
what could not, and why, and because her complete
fairness was so obvious, it has been rare indeed
that any resentment of the disappointed has been
directed at her personally.

A woman of remarkable executive ability—the
facility for getting the most done in the least time
and with the least friction—Mrs. Potts has won
state-wide recognition in professional welfare cir-
cles as an A-1 county superintendent, .

Beyond that, she is a woman of warm sympath-
ies. She likes people. She is interested in their
problems. She delights in their triumphs. And she
is never happier thgn when she can help people find
a way to help themselves. And that, of course, is
the only help that is permanent.

In her job, she has often had to say, “no”. For
many of us, the longer we held such a job, the
fewer friends we would have had It is a tribute
to the character of Mrs. Potts, the individual, that,

“after 21 years, she is held in greater respect and

p has more friends than ever before.

:'_  In fair weather and !'onl-—énd there's been plenty

that was foull—she has done a hard job, and done

the late election, most candidates, we suspect,
or anything they thought the voters would

“4 And 20 Tailors Went To Hunt A Snail. The Bravest
One Among Them Dm Not Touch 'ﬂil Head Or Tail”
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Courts Not Supreme

In the American government, is the judiciary the .

fingl authority ? Here is an interesting argument to
the contrary:

Special interests assert that we have followed Marbury
v. Madison and that we will go to ruin if we dispense with
IkawaMmlummbmmﬂod
self-government, as we asserted in 1776.

\ That, incidentally, is not the argument of some
present-day segregationist. The words are those
of Walter Clark, late chief justice of the North
Carolina Supreme Court; and they were spoken in
an address in New York in 1914

Southern Accent
(Jackson, Miss., State Times)
When the typical movie player tries to talk with a southern

" accent, he sounds as if he were speaking with a dentist's suc-

tion pump in his mouth.

What! No Auditorium?
(Fayetteville Observer)

Horrible circumstance of a high school without an auditor-
fjum has become a reality in Greensboro where the school
have erected a $1,350,000 educational edifice which, ac-
mﬁommnpuonot the Greensboro Dally News, con-
talns a um, & band room, a glee club room, and “all
sorts of roams for extracurricular activities"—but no auditor-

education people continually

ing at the crossroads the shortage of who know
how to

i

Let's get plumb realistic about the school auditorium.

In a great many cases, perhaps the majority of the cases,
It Is more a community asset than a school asset, It is more

b

screaming about “stand- -

Editor, The Press:

Sound, constructive difference of opinion has helped golve
\w’mmmmm.;mmmhmu
‘i’ “that, and nothing persanal,

'Your editorial in last week's Press, “That Football Incident”,
is well taken. However, as often is the case when all the

and not the outcome of the game,
ers was very brief and ended in the
shaking and apologies a-plenty with the coach and school of-
ficlals doing a good job.

What does deserve criticlsm was the bunch of roughnecks
who have been running wild around Franklin for several
months, They were in the midst of the brawling. They openly
made boasts of other violence and succeeded in their boasts/
sometime after the “fans” were home in bed.

The faithful followers of the Panthers were, as a whole,
well behaved and aghast at the carryings-on of those mistaken
for Franklin fans,

S0 In econclusion I would like to disagres with your editorial
and offer as a suggestion a couple of ideas which might pre-
vent future incidents of this nature. First, there should be a
more careful and comprehensive police coverage at the games,
there should be available better trained officials who are able
to keep the game under control and finally more people un-
willing to sit on their hands during such incidents, people who
should chase these vandals off the scene during such happen-
ings.

No, please don't make it any harder than it is for a high
schoo] trylng its best to run its inter school athletic program
completely without tax money. Schools with a one-game-won
and flve-games-lost in conference play can't be accused of
over-emphasizing sports. They need help . . . manpower,
money and plenty of moral support.

BOB CARPENTER,
Ch. Ath. Comm.
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And when a mistake is made,
‘how do we correct it? In just one
only
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QuUI A MACHINE
Now a vending machine has hml‘h’h-ﬂ-’;m:

—————— ——

DO YOU REMEMBER?
Looking Backward Through the Files of The Press

65 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
(1893)

We learn from the Asheville Citizen that on the openihg
day of the United States court that the train from the west,
on the Murphy branch, carried five cars jammed full of
humanity on its way to court. By actual count, there were
485. Most of these were witnesses and a large number of
prisoners .bound. over for alleged blockading and dealing in
lllicit whiskey, These are mostly of the poorer classes of
people from the rural districts. Their expenses in attending
court and lawyer's fees and loss of time represent a loss of
hundreds of dollars. It also reveals a wretched state of morals
that pervades our section.

25 YEARS AGO
(1933)

Jobs have been found for 225 men out of 1,201 who have
eBl;:‘c::led at the Franklin office of the National Reemployment

ce.

Jobs for several hundred more men in Macon County are
expected to be made available In the Immediate future on
road maintenance projects, proposed by the federal govern-
ment In its campaign against unemployment.

10 YEARS AGO

A furnace for the Slagle Memorial Building has been bought
by the Franklin Rotary Club. The equipment will repre';%it:t.
an investment of approximately $1,750.

The gross receipts of the Otto school Halloween carnival
amounted to $38245, according to E. G. Crawford, prineipal.

L}

RACISM HIS ‘POLICY”

Harlem's Rep. Powell Cracks

EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. White, to
80

bosses,

Mr. Powell already had trubbed
Tammany Hall by winning re-
nomination in Harlem over its
opposition. Now to this necessary
injury he has added a curious
-insult, He has agreed to support
the general Democratic ticket
after requiring Gov, Averell Harrl-
man and Tammany Leader Car
mine de Sapio to lIssue servile
guarantees to him.

“The Governor has given “specif-
fe pledges” that Powell will be
granted patronage—political jobs

though he supported the Republl-
can Presidential ticket in 1956.

Mr, de Sapio’s influence on the
House Democratic leadership on
what Is totally its own business—
what members shall have what
committee assignments — is less
than vast. It would be about as
welcome and effective as a clalm
by a union shop steward of the
right to pick for General Motors
the next man to go on its board
of directors. -

Mr. de Sapio himself, who Is
neither arrogant nor foolish, 1s
quite aware of alk this. It is plain
that he has accepted a public
humiliation for the good of the
Democratic slate in New York.

No doubt he knew also that
Powell's senlority would be main-
talned by the House In any event.
He is by no means the first de

Y. Leaders”

William S. White

Whip Over N.
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(NOTE: Rep. Powell was re
plan. - elected last week, In & vote land-

Even Benator Bilbo often took slide.)




