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Unnoted Omission

A good deal has been said, in recent discussions
of the U. S. Supreme Court, about the fact that the
men appointed to the Court often lack the qualifi-
cation of previous judicial experience. At one time,
only one of the nine justices had had %any judicial
:xnseriencc before going on the Supreme Court;

even now, only three of the nine had had ex-
perience as a judge before being named to the high-
est court in the land.

Yet, in all this discussion, a strange omission
with respect to the Supreme Court seems to have
been overlooked.

The U. S. Constitution is careful to specify qual-

ifications that a man must meet to be eligible for
other offices. To be a Congressman, he must be at
least 25 years of age and have beén a citizen of
the United States as much as seven years. To be a
Senator, he must be not less than 30 years old and
must have been a citizen for nine or more years.
To be President or Vice-Président, he must be not
less than 35 years of age and must be a “natural
born citizen”.
. But the Constitution is silent about members of
the Supreme Court. It prescribes no qualifications
whatever for that office. Not only is there o re-
q@irement. of experience. A man need dot be of a
mature age to become a U. S, Supreme Court jus-
bice. “need not be a citizen, even. Nor is there
any word on the subject in statue law. Anybody
can be a justice of the Supreme Court!

Whether the authority of the Supreme Court

lllouhf be restricted, as many persons believe, may

be a debatable question. But surely, if its authority
is to“be limitless, there can be no debate about the
need to set up some standards for those appointed
to the most powerful tribunal in the world.

~Athletics For Students

In this space a few weeks ago, the statement was
made that “high school athletic contests are becom-
ing more and more spectacles, staged for the enter-
tainment of the public”. Then we raised what
scemed a logical question:

“By just what process of reasoning have we ar-
rived at the conclusion that it is a function of an
teducational institution to entertain the public?”

Noboly, we believe, can seriously doubt the
triith of the statement. And we have yet to hear
a satisfactory answer to the question.

The trouble, of course, is nation-wide, not local.

" And the chief trouble, we'd guess, is not with the

coaches and not “with the players, but with the
system. Why, then, not change the system?

Wouldn't the sensible way out be athletic com-

petitions not between schools, but between groups

PR s, thie same school? That would rob the eon-

 lests of the present semi-professional atmosphere,
- ereated by crowd pressures. Even more important,
M would have the virtue of making it possible for

. & far larger number of students to participate in

" They'll Be Missed

~ Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Biddle, who are moving

 Lakeland, _are citizens Franklin.could ill
; y, they stood ready to give
, their energy, and their enthusiasm to

' here a better community.
h_them well in their new home«—
J Fate will bring them, sooner
o Macon County.

achieved except by those
them was superlor

“\-—a

“Then We're Agreed, Men! This Year We'll Bell The Cat”

LSO - e .

(Franklin, La., Banner-Tribune)

~ Pranklin, North Carolina, is a community that is pretty well
known to many vacationminded St. Mary Parish, Loulsiana,
people. What they and most of the rest of us may not know about
is the Macon County Rural Community Development Contest held
in that area.

In its Nov. 6 edition; the Franklin (N: C.) Press carried an in- .

teresting story about the outcome of the contess.

It seems that the merchants and the other business people
and rural leaders contribute towards the contest. The winner
each year gets $200, second place winner receives $150, third place
$100 and there are ten incentive awards of $50 each.

A glance at the type of awards presented gives an insight into
the nature of the contest. One small community receives a cash
award for increasing income, another for the best accomplish-
ment in youth activities, another for the best home food supply,
one for community beautification work, one for best programs,
one for outstanding religious act{vities, best 4.H garden, best com-
munity project, best health program, and so on.

Each of the small areas participate In the competition and do
battle for the cash awards and the recognition recélved at the
end of .the year when 100 to 150 townspeople meet with rural
representatives. The fellowship of the annual meeting is important
towards cementing urban-rural relationships, but the contest itself
is the most significant contribution made towards better under-
standing. Better small communities mean a better county, and a
better county builds a better North Carolina. A similar contest
here would be worthwhile to consider, -

Letters

Praise For Carson Dancers

Editor, The Press:
I should like to compliment the Carson Bquare Dancers, I
watching

Church And State
Dear Mr. Jones:
In your editorial, Doetrine,” in last Week's Press,

" was to the effect that “North Carolina Ba

" Not sa with this and other require-
ts, the Convention voted, also by “overwhelming vote,” to
accept the “Wendell Davis Amendment.” This amendment

ptists stand on the
principle that any services its institutions render for which
any public tax money is accepted should always be for services
to humanity in general and never for services to further de-
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ing and acting upon the compiete report of the “Committee
of 25" which report covers every phase of Baptist actlvity in
the state of North Carolina, t Baptists say about their
own work in this state and the principles which govern them
in that work can be heard as the volce of the churches i
convention only after that meeting next May.

Flease let me thank you for what I know to be your strong
and accurate convictions on the necessity for separation of
church and state. We Baptists hold such convictions, too.
Accept my warmest personal regards. ]

(REV.) ROBERT R. S8TANDLEY
Franklin, Ny - w
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BOOK REVIEW
‘Soldier In White’
BOLDIER IN — John

WHITE
M. Gibson. (Duke * University
Press, Durham; 271 pp.; $6.75.)
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Looking Backward Through the Files of The Press

65 YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
(1883)

A drove of over 100 turkeys passed through town last week
going south in search of thanksgiving.

Mr. John O. Harrison has built a neat barn,

Fruit tree agents have been delivering trees during the past
week. The farmers continue to buy largely every year when as
good or better stock could be raised with a little care at far
less expense,

25 YEARS AGO
(1933)

The wedding of Miss Evelyn Elizabeth Cleaveland to Mr. George
Dewey Hopper took place at the Cleaveland home Sunday, Novem-
ber 26, at 5 p.m,

The total number of unemployed men enrolled since the FPrank-
lin office of the Natlonal Reemployinent Bervice opened in August
approximately 1600,

10 YEARS AGO

Cash lost last summer has been returned to its owner, Bennie

of Cullasaja, as a result of a “lost” advertisement in
last week's Want Ad column of The Press. Qunice Shope, employe
of Burrell Motor Company's recapping department, found Mr.
Browning’s wallet when it was lost in August. He had held on to
it and the $152 it contained ever since, wailting for the rightful
owner to turn up. Recently a friend persuaded Mr, Browning to
try an advertisement, at this late date, and the unexpected
$162 pay-off was the result.

FOR WOMEN ONLY

Recipes: The Man OFf The House Gets His Comeuppance

Four consecutive TV Westerns

Lew Cashwell in The State
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