
CONDITIONING DOGS TO SHOW 

By Francis  G. Taylor 

The Pinehurst Dog Show, held at 
Pinehurst each year, is especially in- 
terested in hunting dogs. Indeed 
this popular annual event is rapidly 
developing into one of the notable 
hunting dog events of the year in 
this country. North Carolina is the 
paradise of good hunting dogs and 
many verv high class animals are 
owned locally. They did some win- 
ning last year at Pinehurst against 
a splendid field of dogs gathered to- 
gether   from   all    over   the    United 
States 

A dog show in these parts, how- 
ever, is more or less of an innovation 
still, and many good dogs were not 
entered, despite the interest their 
owners took in the show, because of 
some feeling of doubt as to whether 
the dogs were in show trim. 

The Pinehurst Kennel Club is de- 
sirous of having North Carolina s 
finest adequately represented; and 
through the courtesy of its show su- 
perintendent and of Mr. Francis G. 
Taylor, who combines a thorough 
knowledge of hunting dogs and the 
show game, are able to present be- 
low some suggestions that it is hoped 
will interest local dog lovers, and en- 
able North Carolina entries to appear 
in force and in winning condition at 
their next show, which comes on Janu- 
ary 30 and 31, 1922. 

The flashing eye, glistening coat, 
and gay carriage of a bird dog as it 
enters the gate at a bench show or 
starts in a trial, betoken condition 
and give a dog so conditioned a mark- 
ed advantage over the ordinary run 
of entries. Neglected specimens, how- 
ever highly bred and otherwise prom- 
ising, suffer a tremendous handicap 
in competition with the dog that is 
put down "fit." 

With winter rapidly approaching it 
is reasonable that owners should be 
looking carefully after their prospec- 
tive candidates for honors 

Perfect health is a boon easily main- 
tained in the case of either man or 
beasts if certain simple rules are in- 
telligently and conscientiously follow- 
ed. There is also an ancient proverb 
of which the owner of good dogs as 
well as the good farmer should ever 
be mindful: "The eye of the master 
fattens his cattle." Practically ap- 
plied, the dog will likewise respond 
to his master's personal care. 

Certain rules are to be followed by 
the amateur to whom these remarks 
are addressed, and these rules are 
as fixed and immutable as the laws 
of the prophets. They will be treated 
under three comprehensive heads, all 
equally important—food and water, 
exercise, kennel. Patience and a tal- 
ent for detail in these matters will 
crown the ambitious breeder with suc- 
cess. 

Food and Water 
Careful  feeding means wholesome 

and nutritious food in quantities as 
needed,  clean   pans   and   receptacles, 
fresh water. 

As to kind, quantity and frequency 
of feeding, no set rules can be safely 
given. Much depends upon the dog's 
environment—whether he is alone or 
one of many; whether he enjoys the 
freedom of his master's home or is 
kent in a kennel. Where only one or 
two dogs are kept, the so-called "table 
scraps" will be ample. Where the 
number is increased, these scraps will 
not be sufficient and must be supple- 
mented by food prepared especially 
for the dogs. 

Meat is the natural food of a dog. 
Open his mouth and look at his teeth. 
Note the incisors—his teeth are fash- 
ioned for tearing flesh and grinding 
bones. This is nature's admonition 
that this species of animal should be 
supplied principally with flesh and 
bones. 

Butcher's meat well cooked, set 
aside to cool and the fat skimmed 
off, then well mixed with vegetables 
and cereals, is a good diet. Plenty of 
raw bones delight a dog as ice cream 
delights a boy. Dogs kept in kennels 
where exercise is limited should not 
be fed fat and greasy goods. Indi- 
gestion and bowel trouble follow neg- 
lect in this particular as surely as 
night follows day. When condition- 
ing a dog, the writer has found a 
raw egg for breakfast for a period 
of about six weeks before the show 
or  trial  helps  materially  as  a  flesh 

and  muscle builder  and  lends  luster 
to the coat. , ,    , .     , 

Variety in the matter of food is al- 
most as important as quality. There 
are a number of prepared foods on 
the market which give admirable va- 
riety to the setter's diet, and while 
the writer generally prefers and uses 
home cooked foods, he keeps on hand 
and feeds as a change, biscuit and 
meal specially prepared as dog food. 

As to quantity of food—bare m 
mind "the eye of the master." Food 
enough for one dog is frequently too 
much for another, and care should be 
taken that the quantity fed is just 
enough to keep the dog in good con- 
dition and appetite. A fat and over- 
fed dog is in worse condition than a 
lean and hungry one. Each dog should, 
therefore, be fed separately and 
watched with care as to results. If 
several dogs are fed at the same 
time in one kennel, they should never 
be allowed to eat out of a common 
pan.    Just before feeding, the dogs 
should be chained up separately. Then 
place before each animal the amount 
of food that that particular dog needs. 
Note how the individual dogs eat fit 
each meal, increasing or diminishing 
quantities as appears necessary. Re- 
lease the dogs, of course, as soon as 
the meal is over. When this method 
is followed the dog has confidence 
that the plate of food before him is 
for him alone and that he will not 
be interfered with by his companions, 
and the bad habit of "gobbling" food 
is avoided. Because it induces to 
quiet—no fighting or growling—slow- 
er feeding, good digestion and well- 
bred habits result. 

Regularity in feeding is another 
important detail. Two meals a day 
are usually sufficient—a reasonably 
light breakfast at a regular hour in 
the morning, with a heavier meal in 
the evening. One meal suffices for 
many dogs, whose need for more food, 
owing to lack of exercise, is not in- 
dicated. Of course, nursing mothers 
and young puppies after weaning 
should be fed more frequently—three, 
four or perhaps five times a day, ac- 
cording to circumstances. 

Care should be taken that all pans 
and vessels used in and about the 
dog's kennel, whether for preparing 
the food, feeding, or watering, be kept 
absolutely clean. As soon as the dog 
has finished eating all plates and pans 
should be removed, whether all is eat- 
en or not. No food whatever should 
be left in the kennel between meals 
for the dogs to mull over, and to be- 
come fly-blown and sour. Each dish 
should be scrupulously washed and 
scalded.    This prevents disease. 

Pure water in clean drinking vessels 
is of equal importance. Setters re- 
quire plenty of good pure water. It 
is in fact the most essential and 
cheapest material needed to bring and 
keep a dog in good condition. Muddy, 
dirty or stale water will not do be- 
cause of the risk of disease germs. 
The setter's appetite for water will 
vary with conditions, but make it an 
inviolable rules to place a bucket of 
clean fresh water in the kennel at 
least three times daily. The cleaner 
and purer the water the better will 
be the response in growth and condi- 
tion, and the greater will be the safe- 
ty from disease. Furthermore, water 
is essential to digestion, and with- 
out plenty of pure water, digestion 
will be retarded and the value of food 
and other attentions be cut down. Re- 
member you are out for "perfect con- 
dition" and the resulting blue ribbons, 
and just such little details as fresh 
water and clean pans help amazingly 
in landing them. 

Exercise 
To  the  setter  this   is  an  absolute 

necessity.   Without sufficient and reg- 
ular    exercise    perfect    condition    is 
impossible.   He is a dog of action, and 
unless unusual care is observed does 
not thrive when kenneled in a more or 
less restricted yard.   The setter is the 
aristocrat among dogs and is essen- 
tially his master's companion.    He is 
used for a gentlemanly sport and is a 
dog of utility.   He smacks neither of 
the stable  nor  the  dung  hill, and  is 
usually accorded the freedom of his 
master's abode.   Hence, to kennel him 
is to break his heart, and a grieving 
dog is soon an unhealthy dog.    The 
setter more than any other breed suf- 
fers from ennui when kenneled in a 
yard of limited dimensions.    Observe 
him  some time—being  yourself un- 
seen; he will get up, take a sniff and 
survey, stretch and yawn, scratch him- 

self and walk listlessly about with 
head and tail down, dejected and sor- 
ry looking, grieving for his master 
and freedom; scratch one place and 
then another, lick that and scratch 
again, and soon, if not carefully look- 
ed after, some objectionable skin dis- 
ease makes itself apparent. 

The setter is a dog of varied tense 
emotions.     Generations   of   breeding 
have intesified in him a love for the 
companionship of his master and his 
gun afield.   In consequence he has be- 
come the embodiment of courage, sen- 
sitive nerves, exquisite sense of smell, 
bird sense, judgment, speed, range and 
docility.   Therefore to breed, develop 
and put down in the ring a setter 
in fine condition requires more than 
ordinary  care—it demands  from  the 
master a natural love for and intui- 
tive knowledge of the breed, and that 
the  setter's tense emotion  and love 
of  the  open  find  a  response  in  the 
master's heart.    So daily exercise— 
a dash in the open fields for an hour 
or longer—is  an absolute necessity. 
For many years the writer, being fond 
of horseback riding, took his setters 
along with  him for their  daily run. 
When the season for their competing 
arrived, they were all in fine physi- 
cal condition and as hard as nails. If 
a saddle horse is not handy  (and of 
recent years, owing to the universal 
use of the automobile, such method 
of exercise is neither safe nor practi- 
cal for the dogs) it becomes necessary 
for the master—to whom it is equally 
beneficial—to get out of doors every 
day for a hike in the fields and woods 
with his dogs. 

Kennel 
The setter is by no means a hot 

house plant, and should be housed out 
of doors in a clean, dry building, free 
from draughts and dampness in win- 
ter; in summer, cool, shaded, and as 
free as possible from the pesky fly. 
In winter his bed should be made 
preferably of fine hay or clean straw, 
while in summer a thin layer of saw- 
dust keeps him more comfortable. The 
bedding should be changed frequently 
and the kennel and yard kept scrupu- 

Land posters for sale at The Pilot 
office; 25c per dozen 

LIST OF PRIZE WIN 
SANDHILL 

DON'T WAIT 
too long to have your 

Shoes Repaired 
Neolin Whole Soles  $1.50 
Neolin Half Soles     1.00 
Panco Rubber Half Soles.. 1.00 
Korry Krome Half Soles.. 1.00 
Rubber Heels 50 

Vass Electric Shoe Shop 
A. G. EDWARDS, Prop'r 

Farm Products—Comi 

SAVE 
What You've 

YOUR PROPERTY 
YOUR INCOME 

INSURE IT 
DO IT NOW 

D. A. McLAUCHLIN, Agent 
VASS,  N.  C. 

Fire Insurance Life Insurance 
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TOMBSTONES 
AND 

MONUMENTS 
For   all   such,   see 

H. A. MATTHEWS 
VASS,  N.  C. 

Represents ETOWA MARBLE AND 
GRANITE  WORKS,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
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We now have a supply of 

Molas 
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THAT BETTER KIND 

Gunter's Store 

West End, 1st; Eureka 
Jackson   Sprin 

High Falls, 

Farm  and  Hom< 
Mr. and Mrs. Z, V. 

ton Nurseries, 2nd. 
General   Farm 

Best   10   ears   Whil 
Deaton Nurseries; 2n| 

Best  10 ears Yello| 
L. W. Martin;  2nd, 

Best   single   ear   Cj 
Fletcher; 2nd W. N. 

Best 10 ears accom] 
 1st, Deaton Nurser] 
Floyd. 

Best  stalk  Cotton- 
lings;  2nd, W.  Poyntj 

Best peck Cotton 
Thomas;  2nd, no enti 

Best pound Cutter 
E. Laurence; 2nd, J. 

Best pound Wrapp( 
D. E. Laurence; 2nd, 

Best peck Wheat—] 
gan; 2nd, J. W. BroA 

Best   peck   Oats—Is 
2nd, Noah Morgan. 

Best peck  Rye—1st 
2nd, W. E. Woody. 

Best 5 stalks Sorg| 
McRae; 2nd, Z. V. Bl 

Best peck Peanuts- 
wards; 2nd, J. B. Mus 

Best  peck   Soy  Be* 
Loyd; 2nd, E. M. Han 

Best Cowpeas—1st, 
2nd, T. J. Fletcher. 

Best bundle Vetch- 
cox;  2nd, No entry. 

Best peck Red Sweej 
H. G. Rosser; 2nd, W 

Best peck White ST 

1st, H. G. Rosser; 2n| 
Best peck Yellow SA 

1st, T. J. Fletcher;  2^ 
Best    peck    Irish 

Lacy Currie; 2nd, No 
Best  Red Onions—1 

Rosser; 2nd, Bud Braj 
Best White Onions- 

max; 2nd, No entry. 
Best Cabbage—1st, 

rison;   2nd,  No  entry.) 
Best    Collard—1st, 

2nd, B. P. Kelly. 
Best Salsify—1st, 

ing; 2nd, No entry. 
Best Peppers—1st, 

2nd, No entry. 
Best and largest Pj 

M. Phillips; 2nd, G. 
Best dozen Tomato< 

P. Davis; 2nd, No enl 
Best Beets—1st, M^ 

2nd, J. C. Morrison. 
Best  6   Carrots—Is 

series; 2nd, Z. V. Bh 
Best  6  Turnips—Is 

2nd, Mrs. J. P. ClarkJ 
Best Lima Beans— 

2nd, No entry. 
Best String Beans- 

2nd, No entry. 
Best   Ham—1st, 

2nd, No entry. 
Best Radishes—lst,| 

No entry. 
Best   Rutabagas—ll 

Kenzie; 2nd, No entrjl 
Best   Millet—1st, 

2nd, No entry. 
MARIO! 

Xmas gifts for ml 
children can be founl 
Ginsburg's, Carthage,! 


