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MRS. KEATING,
THE PIONEER

The Pilot has been watching 
with some curiosity to see Mrs. 
Keating come into the field a t 
Knollwood, for she is one lof 
the first in the Sandhills to rec­
ognize a live proposition, and if 
there is anything under the sun 
th a t seems thoroughly awake a t 
the present minute it is the 
neighborhood of the Pine 
Needles Inn. I t  is impossible 
to separate Knollwood and the 
Pine Needles, so Mrs. Keating 
in making her first venture in 
the neighborhood includes both 
of them, and her plans are to 
put her house on a Pine Needles 
lot, and join it to two Knollwood 
Heights lots, for they are sep­
arated by an imaginary line 
only as laid down by the survey­
or. She wipes out th a t line and 
makes another one to bring her 
lots more to her notion on the 
vast park th a t the fairways of 
the golf course provide, and a t 
one stroke she includes the two 
properties.

Mrs. Keating is a woman of 
resources, and she is now plan­
ning to interest some of her 
friends and have them join in 
the movement she has begun, o f ' 
making a community of homes 
there on the border line, and | 
she crosses the border line be- j 
cause it is there th a t the at- i  

tractions seem to her to be the 
greatest. The hotel and golf | 
course are immediately a t hand, ’! 
the Midland road, the state h ig h ! 
way is a stone throw d is tan t,: 
the Inn is 400 feet from her 
house site, neighbors will be 
there as soon as houses can be 
built, and those things that 
exalt and satisfy human life will 
be on all sides.

It was a fortunate move when 
Knollwood was able to present 
tD Mrs. Keating an opportunity 
tha t she regarded as sufficient­
ly attractive to interest her, for 
her judgment is rated in this 
section as clear and discrimi­
nating when it comes to village 
land values. She has not made 
any mistakes yet in her selec­
tions. But one of the reasons 
is because a thing of this sort 
merely wants some rne to s tart 
the fire. Weymouth where she 
was a pioneer has become es­
tablished. So has Mid-Pines 
and so will Knollwood. It is the 
movement of home makers to 
the vicinity tha t give« the start, 
and then the rest works itself.

Mrs. Keating has fired the 
woods over a t Knollwood, and 
she will be followed by others 
in quick succession.

THE OPENING OF 
PINE NEEDLES j

(Bion H. Butler.)
Possibly I may be over opti-j 

mistic, for optimism is a highly' 
favored attitude with me. Butj 
when it was announced lastj 
week th a t the Pine Needles In n ' 
would be duly open for business i 
on Saturday, January 28, it 
seemed to me tha t a new day j 
had arrived in the Sandhills. li 
would like to saturate the m inds' 
of the people of this section with 
the full signifiance of this ■ 
movement if I could. Here is a ‘ 
big investment in a new proposi­
tion, a million dollars or more 
will go into this thing by the 
time it is rightly under way, and 
I can see nothing else than tha t 
within another year or so, and 
I hope it may be th a t in the year 
1928, enlargement of the Inn 
may be commenced. It cannot 
stop where it is, for the minute 
the excellence of this new hotel 
is known to the people who want 
a winter play ground this high 
character institution is certain 
to have its capacity promptly 
crowded.

It is  not hard to foretell the 
fu tu r e  i f  you  k n ow  th e  s ig n s .
When Pinehurst took the bold

step of building the Carolina, on 
a day when this section was 
practically unknown, the job 
tha t faced the builders was a 
b:ld one. But the situation is 
entirely different now. The Pine 
Needles Inn arises in a section 
known as widely as the track of 
the sun around the globe. Pine­
hurst and Southern Pines have 
made the North Carolina Sand­
hills familiar to every town or 
city th a t has enough people th a t 
-one or two of them can come 
South in the winter or th a t gets 
a daily paper with the sports 
printed in the regular depart­
ment. Pine Needles comes a t a 
moment when the folks know all 
about Pinehurst, and when they 
are ready to join the crowd and 
increase the winter business of 
this neighborhood.

Pine Needles comes along on 
the name and reputation of the 
Sandhills, which is now a good 
endorsement of anything tha t 
has to do with a winter outing. 
That is why Pine Needles could 
not fail if it tried. But back of 
all the rest is the ownership of 
Pinehurst, which corporation 
built the Inn, and which corpora­
tion is giving of its skill and ex­
perience in carrying on there. 
Back of all of it is the interests 
th a t are building Knollwood, 
tha t are standing by Southern 
Pines, and th a t are standing by 
Pinehurst. Back of all is the 
whole united interest of the 
whole Sandhill community, for 
we all advance or stand still or 
go back together. Pine Needles 
is no more isolated than any 
other member of this Sandhills 
group is. One of the best evi­
dences of the tru th  of this claim 
is th a t new road th a t Frank 
Page is to s ta rt to build in the 
spring, when his engineers will 
stake out a grade 60 feet wide, 
not because the folks want a 
road th a t wide, for they had not 
suggested such a thing, but be­
cause the highway engineers 
said tha t such a road must be 
considered righ t a t  the start, 
and provided for ra ther than to 
have to rebuild in a few years to 
rectify a mistake th a t would be 
certain if a narrower grade 
should be made now. Frank 
Page does not guess. His engi­
neers take rhe figures and the 
figures tell th a t traffic calls for 
ample room on the Midland road. 
And tha t traffic is largely the 
traffic of which Pine Needles is 
to have its share, a share tha t 
is daily increasing in all the 
community.

W hat the Carolina meant to 
Pinehurst, what the Highlan'’ 
Pines meant to Southern Pines, 
IS what the Pine Needles mean 
fo f h ( y  intervening country, and 
the three points together will 
• p^viifv this meaning, and their 
joint influence will be manifest 
in triple force. The Carolina be­
gan its work when conditions 
”̂^re much less able to s ta rt 

things whizzing, and the same
true of the Highland Pines. 

Bnt now that we are rattling 
along in the high gear, and gaso­
line is better, and the open road 
is plain sailing, the Pine Needl s 
«"uts int- the procession, and we 
all feel the stimulus. Knollwood 
Heights will be a community 
surrounding the Inn. The r  *st 
of Knollwood Village will be 
what Weymouth Heights has 
become around the Highland 
Pines and what Pinehurst has 
become around the Carolina. The 
Midland road will be an avenue 
lined with homes, and more than 
I can predict will be fulfilled, for 
my imagination does not see the 
future sufficiently to tell those 
things tha t have not yet been 
invented. Those who recall the 
days eight years ago when Mr. 
Page was selling Knollwood 
tracts for 100 an acre knew I 
was crazy because I predicted 
the day not fa r ahead when land 
would be worth more than that, 
and development would fa r out­
reach anything we could con­
ceive. But think now how piti­
fully far any of my predictions 
fell behind the realities. I had 
seen developments move in other 
places, and could not help but 
have a confidence th a t the re­
markable advantages here would 
be followed by the use of them 
before much longer. Frank 
Buchan and I were laughed a t 
when we announced froni time 
to time the sale of another bit 
of the Page land. But if any

! comments are made today I sus­
pect we are pointed out as no 
m :re batty  than the folks who 
knew it couldn’t  be done.

To me the Pine Needles is the 
biggest thing th a t ever happen­
ed in this part of North Caro­
lina, for it is setting the torch to 
a big gun a t a time when big 
guns are loaded with T. N. T. 
instead of with black powder. 
When the Carolina was opened 
It was a big event then. But it 
had no force behind it such as is 
behind any event of today. The 
Carolina had to open the road 
all the way. The Pine Needles is 
built on one of the best railroads 
in America. I t  is in a few hun­
dred feet of two State highways. 
It is five hours from New York 
by flying machine. The Carolina 
was about two days travel by 
rail, and a life time by wagon 
road. People of wealth and cul­
ture have their homes on all 
sides of the Pine Needles. Mighty 
few people of weight lived near 
enough to the Carolina in its 
infancy to finance a crap game 
or to run a spelling match. The 
Carolina got ready for a grow­
ing trade. The Pine Needles 
gets ready for a trade th a t has 
outgrown the Carolina. Condi­
tions are reversed.

I am ready to concede any­
thing concerning the success of 
the Pine Needles, of the com­
munity about it, of the whole 
community th a t includes the en­
tire Sandhills, and I am a pro­
phet of full confidence in what 
is ahead in all directions. For 
the thing is as plain as the side 
of a mountain. All the forces 
tha t have brought us so fa r are 
still as active as ever, while all 
the new forces are added to the 
army. When Mr. Tufts built the 
Carolina no one in the neighbor­
hood was turning away thou­

sands of applicants for rooms in 
the season, which could go to 
his house, as is the case now. No 
eight golf courses and innumer­
able sports were here to a ttrac t 
visitors, and no armies of visi­
tors to tell of Pinehurst. Papers 
now print daily hundreds of col­
umns about Pinehurst. Then 
they printed nothing. The work 
is done when Pine Needles 
arises. I t  simply joints the crowd 
to serve, and the crowd of those 
who want service will be here. 
Pine Needles is a great acquisi­
tion, and January 28 is a great 
day.

ARCHIE R. BLUE
PASSES IN DEATH.

(Continued from page One.)
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Nothing could more fittingly be­
speak the love and esteem in which 

Archie Blue was held, than the large 
number of old schoolmates, friends 
and loved ones, who were present at 

his graveside; and thfe blanket of 

beautiful flowers which covered his 
grave

Mr. Blue is survived by his moth­
er, Mrs. Sarah McLean Bltie, three 
brothers, Donald J., Thadeus L., and 
John Martin Blue, and five sisters, 
Mrs. D. A. Blue, Mrs. W. M. McLeod, 
Mrs John W. Blue, Miss Margaret 
Blue, o f ’Eureka community, and Mrs. 
Dalton Mclnnis, of West End.

BANK OF PINEHURST
PINEHURST, N. C.

The man who buys for cash always gets a better 
price than the man who bbuys on time.

The man with money in the bank can buy for cash.

North Carolina has in the Savings banks 149 mil­
lion dollars.

Massachusetts has in the Savings banks 2,275 mil­
lion dollars. North Carolina averages $52 to the inhabi­
tant.

M assachusetts averages $542, or over ten times as 
much.

Money in the bank is a g reat asset. Your deposit is 
invited by the

BANK OF PINEHURST
PINEHURST, N. C. H

Special Values for
Thrifty Shoppers

Get A Free Pair of Shoes
We are offering free, your choice of any pair of 

shoes in our store along with a

10 Per Cent 
Reduction on

any man’s suit or overcoat purchased from our stock.

This is being done in order to reduce our stock for 
Spring clothes.

REMNANTS—REMNANTS—REMNANTS

On Sale Saturday.

These two special bargains mark the beginning  
of a series of specials that we are going to offer to our 
customers.

Watch for them.

tt

Vass Mercantile Co
Vass, N. C.

Dependable Quality Always.
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