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Early Days of Sandhill Citizen 
Recalled by $1.00 a Day Reporter

Ctaily A. S. R u g g le s  and^Bion But
ler Left of Editor M. B. 
Clarke’s Original Staff

By Bion H. Butler
The removal of the name of Foss 

&M()rris from  the top of the Citizen 
a t  Southern Pines closes a page of lo
cal history th a t has been in teresting. 
Foss & Morris was a partnersh ip  
th a t  succeeded Foss & S tradley ,in 
which Dr. H. E. Foss was the  fac-1 
to r  th a t  came more directly  in con-1 
"act with the people, for S tradley was 
a reserved fell,ow who devoted his 
efforts to the mechanical oversight 
of the institution, a likeable chap, a 
man of friends. Fr>ss came to the 
Sandhills years ago from Philadel
phia, where he had been the head ,of 
one of the forem ost churches. S trad 
ley was also from  Philadelphia, both 
coming to Southern Pines as invalids.

In due season they came into po- 
session of the paper, then called the 
Tourist, and they made excellent use 
of it during the ir  life time. Foss be
came jnayor of Siouthern Pines and 
added m aterially  to the  s tanding of 
the village a t  the  tim e when it  was 
changing from  the  short pan ts  of 
childh,ood to the  knickers of the  p res 
ent day. S tradley was one of the old 
time prin ters, and he set up a s tand 
ard  fo r goo-d prin ting , although the 
Tourist had gained a reputa tion  in 
th a t  direction bef,ore he reached p ro 
prietorship. F o r S tradley had been 
in the  employ of the Tourist as a 
p r in te r  before coming to ownership.

Established in 1903
I

The paper was es^tablished by M. j 
B. C larke in 1903. Clarke was a t,ou r-; 
ist p rin te r, who had wandered o v e r ; 
much of the  ea r th  and one of the 
most eccentric geniuses who ever 
came th is way. He was the  son of old 
Capt. A. M. Clarke, wh,o when mus- ■ 
tered out of the a rm y  in 1865 w ith  ̂
the rank  of captain , had no t y e t ! 
reached his ^twenty-first b irthday , j 

Young Clarke knew new spapers and | 
he had a dream  of a paper in South- | 
ern  Pines th a t  would wake th ings, i

I

He s ta i ted  the Bulletin, la te r  chang- ; 
ing the nam e to the Tourist and induc^ i 
ing a num ber ,of local folks to p u t ; 
some money in a corporation th a t  
made the Bulletin a live one for the

I

time. Clarke had his a rrangem ents  
made when I came to Southern Pines 
in 1903 and as i  w as building my j 
housfi ,oii the fa rm  I lived in the vil
lage and I was d rafted  to the Bulle- j 
tin force in my spare time. S tradley 
was then a p rin te r  in the shop, and 
he knew how to make a nice looking 
sheet. S,o did Clarke. A. S. Ruggles 
was ano ther m em ber of the force, 
and with an old press from  the Colt 
A rm s factory , a good one in its day, 
but ra th e r  an agg rava ting  machine 
when Ruggles ,operated it, he got 
resu lts  in p rin ting  it th a t have never 
been surpassed. Book paper was used, 
and there commenced the high class 
style of newspaper printing; th a t  has 
been common in th is section ever 
since. He hud a genius by the nam e of 
Whitehouse on the editorial force, and 
a young woman whose nam e I have 
forgjOtten, but she was an acto r in 
picking up social s tu ff  and commun
ity  chat.

Patrick  had built the Piney Woods 
Inn and Charlie St. John had opened

Former Editor
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it. The town w ith Clarke a t  the  head 
of the  movement br,ought the  govern 
or down from  Raleigh to a d inner and 
reception, and we had the  world g a th 
ered the re  about the table. The Bulle
tin  a rranged  with St. John f,or a list 
of the place cards, and printed a 
s to ry  about the a ffa ir ,  w ith  a d iagram  
of the table and the location of the  
guests, and having secured a synopsis 
of the governor’s ta lk , was able a s  
the dinner was winding up to  deliver 
to the  guests  before they  le f t  the 
table a s to ry  of the whole a ffa ir ,  w ith 
the ir  names and the  complete event. 
Ruggles and S trad ley  and W hitehouse 
covered them selves w ith glory  th a t  
day and Milt Clarke was a hei*.o 
among new spaper w orkers in th is  
p a r t  of the s ta te  fo r  a time. U ltim ate 
ly he fe l t  the move of the  w ander
ing foot and he tu rned  the paper over 
to the st,ock com pany and drifted  
north, to fall in w ith Senator Moses 
of New H am pshire and ultim ately  
d r if t  w ith  him to W ashington where 
fo r  years  he was in the governm ent 
empl,oy. Ruggles and I a re  left of 
the early  gang.

A fte r  Clarke left a Mr. Irwin, 
new spaper man and thea trica l man, 
down here for his health , took the 
paper for the corporation and carried  
it  on a while in vigor,ous style, and 
then Foss & S tradley  arranged  fo r 
its m anagem ent, and successfully op
erated it until S tcadley died. Mtr. 
Morris, a new'spaper m an from  New 
Jersey , secured the S trad ley  in terests, 
prom inent place in its production. The 
res t is modern history.

We were a queer aggregation . My 
memory says W hitehouse was fr.om 
Detroit, but I am not sure. He re 
ceived sa la ry  enough to pay his board 
which a t th a t  period did not run high. 
S tradley, one ,of the most finished 
p iin te rs  I ever knew, got about the 
same figure, and worked when he fe lt 
like it, but he was in terested  in 
working nearly  all the time. I receiv-' 
ed the generous sum of a dollar a 
day. The young woman, received 
hoard money, and earned it. Ruggles 
did not ge t rich on his salary . B ut we 
had a lot of fun and the people re 
ceived the paper with a cordiality 
th a t was encouraging.

nitro-glycerine fac to ry  in K entucky a 
hundred q u arts  of n itro-glycerine and 
exploded it  a t  the  bottom the  hole, 
the only shot of n itro-glycerine, so fa r  
as The P ilt is aw are, ever fined in 
cen tra l N orth  Carolina.- The belt of 
country on each side of the  Seaboard 
in th is p a r t  of the  s ta te  is very  com
plicated geologically, and only the  
drill can te ll w hat is below. Dowdy 
& B u tle r keep accurate  well logs of 
every h,ole they  drill, and th e ir  g lass 
bottles w ith  sample sands a re  in te r 
esting. They bring  up shells from  
m any hundreds of fee t below the su r 
face and some fossils from  trees  th a t  
a re  as perfec t as wood cut from  a 
tree  today  except th a t  they  a re  har- 
^<ened b. showir- t:*- efTe.lw .of age.

They have th ree  machines runn ing  
in th is  section now on ’deep wells. The 
change in the  ra in  fa ll is a fac to r  in 
the ir  work. A  few  years  ago they 
drilled a well, and found a  little  w a
te r. The m an they  drilled fo r  though t 
they  had  enough, but they  advised to 
go deeper as  the  sm all am ount in 
the dry  season looked as if  i t  would 
soon pum p out entirely . Thej^ w ent 
deeper into ground w ithou t a sign 
of w ater, and fina lly  out int^o moist 
e a r th  below. The man said th a t  was 
plenty  of w ater, and they  stopped 
there. The nex t yea r  w as a  dry one, 
and  they  w ere called in to  drill much 
deeper, and found w a te r  again  nt the 
lower level. The ground in the  p as t 
fif teen  years  has seen the  w a te r  lev
el ground fa ll m any fee t below its 
level previous to  th a t.  B ut the  wells 
drilled in the  d ry  periods have w ater 
now fo r  ^ure, , a lthough  Dowdy & 
B utler say  th a t  since the  1,000-foot 
well a t  the mines filled up they  have 
a record of no dry  holes in the ir  ca
reer..

Enrollment on Wane 
in Local High Schools

Moore County Shows Decrease of 
6.3 Per Cent in the Last 

Five Years

Bus Transportation 
New County Problem

Must Transport Nine PervCent 
More Pupils for 48 Per Cent 

Less Money

The problem  which puzzled the  

Moore County Board of Education 

m ost in m ak ing  up the  school budget 

for th e  ensuing y e a r  w as how to  

tra n sp o r t 9 p e r  cent m ore ru ra l  chil

dren  to  school in 1931-32 fo r  48 per 

cent less money than  w as used fo r  

th is  purpose in  1930-31. Tlie S ta te  

Board of Equalization  has allowed, 

under the  new  school law ,’' $12,894.00 

for the  tra n sp o rta tio n  of 1,775 cl\il- 

dren to the  ru ra l  schools of the  

county fo r  the  yea r  1931-32, which is 
exactly  $11,633.04 less th a n  th e  ex
penditure  of $24,617.04 fo r  the  t r a n s 
porta tion  of only 1,623 children to  
the sam e schools la s t  year.

The Board of Education  has  decid
ed th a t  i t  can cu t tra n sp o rta tio n  
cost in  the  county approx im ate ly  8 
per cent and a t  the  sam e tim e absorb 
an anticipated  increase of 9 p e r  cent 
in the  num ber of children to be t r a n s 
ported nex t year. This will m ake a 
to ta l per cap ita  reduction of about 
17 per cent i n  the  cost of t r a n sp o r t 
ing ru ra l  children nex t y ea r  as  com
pared with la s t  year. The d ifference 
between the  estim ated  cost of $22,- 
664.00 nex t y ea r  and the  S ta te  allow
ance of $12,984.00 is $9,680.00, which 
will necessarily  come from  county 
funds.

County officials are  now busy on 
plans fo r tra n sp o rt in g  the  pupils a t  
a minimum cost, and a re  considering 
a five-year plan  which involves the 
purchase and m aintenance of county- 
owned busses.

You Can Fish Now
If You Have $1 for Permit, 

$1 per Trip and $1 for 
a Boat

You can now fish  in  the  South 
ern  Pines C ity Reservoir. T h a t is, 
if  you have the  price. I t  is go ing 
to  cost a dollar to  g e t a  perm it, 
and  then  each tim e you fish  you 
pay  a  dollar on showing you r p e r 
mit, and  ano ther  dollar fo r  use 
of a  boat. Of course i f  you fish  
two in  a  boat you can sp lit th a t  
dollar tw o ways.

N on-residents will no t be p e r 
m itted  to fish  unless accompanied 
by a  resident.

ROCKINGHAM  G O LFERS
B EA T SO U TH ER N  P IN E S

W ith  the ir  course in splendid con

dition, Rockingham  golfers W ednes

day afte rnoon  redeem ed th e ir  defeat 

of two weeks ago, bea ting  the  South 
ern  P ines team  by a  score of 13 to 5. 
While the  greens w ere f a s t  no contes
ta n t  scored under 80, the  only spec
tacu la r  fea tu re  being the  contest b e 
tw een W oodward and Dr. Daniels 
playing P it tm a n  and Sm ith, the  
m atch runn ing  to  22 holes fo r  a  de
cision of 1-2 point to  Southern  Pines 
and 2 1-2 to  Rockingham . O ther 
scores w ere Jo rd an  and Clarke, S. P. 
— 1 1-2, W alte r  and Cole, R— 1 1-2; 
Shepard and M ontgom ery, S. P.—0; 
Dix and  Brasw ell, R.— 3; Davis, f a th 
e r and son fo r  S. P.— 0; H ard ison  and 
Sm ith, R. 3; Malcolm G rover and  
Johnson, S. P.— 3; Culbertson and 
Newell, R.— 0; Mills and  M aitland 
Grover, S. P.— 0; Phillips and Jo h n 
son. R.— 3.

Vass-Lakeview Scho^  
To Open September 8

John McCrummen of West 
and Most of Last Year’s k p  ** 

ulty To Return

The Vass-Lakeview School win one„ 
on Tuesday, Septem ber 8, for  the fall 
term . John McCrummen of West End 
under whose m anagem ent the school 
has gone fo rw ard  most satisfactorily 
during  the  pas t four years, will again 
be in charge, and last year’s faculty 
w ith  the  exception of five members' 
will re tu rn . There will be a total of 
fourteen  teachers^ and approximately 
the  sam e num ber of pupils as were 
enrolled la s t  year.

Mr. M cCrummen has called a meet
ing of his teachers  fo r  4:00 o’clock 
M onday afternoon, September 7, at 
the  school building a t  w^hich time 
fina l plans fo r  the  beginning of the 
school year will be made. Patrons 
and friends a re  invited to be pres
en t fo r  the  opening exercises a t 8:45 
Tuesday m orning.

The lis t of teachers is as follows: 
John  McCrummen, principal; A. M. 
Calhoun, L aurinburg , English and 
boys’ a th le tics ; Miss Alberta Mon
roe, W est End, h istory  and mathe
m atics; R. L. Mayfield, agriculture; 
Miss N eolia McCrummen, W est End, 
7th g rad e ; Miss Lena Mae Palmer, 
Sanford, 6th grade; Miss Vera New
ton, McColl, S. C., 5th grade and 
g ir ls ’ a th le tics; Miss Lois Buchanan, 
Broadw ay, 4th g rade; Miss Elizabeth 
Wood, Newton, 3rd and 4th grades; 
Miss Beulah McLean, Raeford, 3rd 
g rade; Miss Bessie Cameron, Camer
on, 2nd grade; Miss Jessie  Mae Sugg, 
Ellerbe, 1st g rade; M iss Ruth Mc
Neill, Vass, 1st and  2nd grades; 
Miss M artha McKay, Buie’s Creek, 
piano and public school music.

1,000 Foot Well ‘Xomes Across” to 
Save Drillers 100 Per Cent Record

E nrollm ent of w hite children in the 
high schools ,of N orth  Carolina in 
creased 61.3 per cent in the  ru ra l and 
36.7 per cent in the ch a rte r  schools, 
or a s tate-w ide increase of 51.3 per 
cent, in the  five-year period from  
1924-25 to 1929-30, i t  is shown in a 
table in “ S ta te  Seh,ool F ac ts ,” m onth 
ly publication of S ta te  Superin tend 
ent A. T. Allen.

W hite enrollm ent increased from  
67,088 to 101,485 in all high schools, 
the ru ra l enrollm ent increasng from  
39,832 to 64,232 and the  charte r  
sch.ool enrollm ent from 27,254 to 37,- 
254 in the  five-year period ,the at- 
ble show^s.

N egro enrollm ent in all S ta te  high 
schools increased 129.3 per cent in 
th a t  period, or from 6,507 to 14,924, 
the ru ra l sch,ools showing an increase 
from  1,237 to 4,813, or 289.1 per cent, 
w’hile the  ch a r te r  schools showed an 
increase from 5,270 to 15,924, or 191.9 
per cent.

Mo,ore county, the repo rt shows de
creased 6.3 per cent in white high 
school enrollm ent in the five-year 
year  period, or from  389 to 366. On 
the to ta l enrollment, 11.7 per cent 
,of the pupils were in high school, the 
county tak ing  79th place am ong the 
100 counties. In 1930 th is  county 
g raduated  44 w hite pupils from  the 
high school.

HOLD YOUR 
HORSES!

Don’t hitch ’em up to the 
Tobacco wagon yet!

T H E

A BERD EEN  VOTES TO BACK | g  
TOBACCO M ARK ET 100% | § Aberdeen Market

Dowdy & Butler Find Water 
Aplenty in Hole They Aban
doned Some Two Years Ago

Well drilling is a ra th e r  in teres t

ing industry. During the spring 

Dowdy & Butler were engaged to 

drill a well on the McKinney esta te  

near Hoffman. They sunk a six inch 

hole about 200 feet, with little suc

cess as fa r  as finding w ater was c,on- 
cerned, fo r the ground penetrated  ap 
peared to be dry. Mr. McPherson sug
gested moving to another location 
close by, but Dowdy & Butler told 
Mr. McPhers,on and Mr. McKinney 
th a t  they would try  another trick. 
They brought down a bigger machine, 
the one th a t drilled the 2,400 fee t hole 
at Havclock, near New Bern, in the 
search for oil some time ago, and 
they started  a hole 22 inches in dia
meter. They went d,own with th a t  r ig  
almost 200 feet and finally they  cut 
into an abundance of w^ater and today 
the flow is about 45 gallons a min
ute. Curiously the f irs t  well has s ta r t 
ed to deliver w^ater to the pump 
n,ow, although in insignificant quan
tity  since the big one has overshad
owed it. This is a sufficient supply 
for a towni of moderate size.

Mr. McKinney has now ordered 
another deep well a t the lake on his 

'pr.operty less than a mile distanj;.
Two or three years ago this con

cern drilled a well up a t the coal 
_ m ines in Chatham county. T h e y  had

To Sing on Air
Miss La Nilta Wimberley of 

Aberdeen on WPTF Pro
gram Next Wednesday

Miss La N ilta  W imberley, of 
Aberdeen will sing over Radio 
S tation W PT F nex t Wednesday, 
September 2 from  2 to 2:15. One of 
the num bers will be “Bonnie 
H eather,” which Miss W imberley 
sang  some tim e ago and dedicated 
to the  m em ory of the  late J . McN. 
Johnson.

drilled o ther wells in th a t  section and 
found plenty of w ater w ithin two or 
three hundred feet. But they  dr.ove 
the well in question down into the 
rock w ithout effect. They kept on 
until they were over a tl^ousand feet 
beiow the surface, dry all the way, 
and the well was abandoned. Not long 
ago it w as noticed th a t  the well had 
w ater. A small pump was rigged  up 
and a good supply of w ater was found 
in the hole. Then a big steam  pump 
was erected, the  well seems to be 
abundantly filled w ith w ater, a well 
over a thousand fee t deep, in solid 
rock all the w a y . .

I t  was this same concern th a t  drill
ed the well a t  the Mountain p lan t in 
Aberdeen and found no w ater down to 
over 500 feet. They brought in from  a

(Continued from  Page 1)

divided into th ree  tobacco belts, a 
m ajo rity  of the m arkets  will be open 
when the ivew b righ t belt s ta r ts  its 
sales.

Seven border belt m arkets  have 
been open two weeks and 17 old b righ t 
belt m arkets, including Aberdeen, will 
open on Septem ber 22.

The 18 m arkets  in the  New B righ t 
Belt m arket which will s ta r t  sales 
next week a re  Wilson, Goldsboro, 
Greenville, Farm ville, Rocky Mount, 
W illiamston, Robersonville, Kinston, 
Smithfield, Ahoskie, Enfield, Tarboro, 
Wallace, New Bern, W indsor, W en
dell, Zebulon and W ashington.

Wilson, the  la rg es t tobacco m a r 
k e t in the  world, has more w are 
houses than  any o ther m arket. L ast 
y ea r  nine operated there  to sellf 77.,- 
788,672 pouHds of producers tobacco. 
In  addition dealers’ resales of the 
weed to taled  4,232,571 and to ta l sea 
son sales were reported as 85,884,616 
pounds.

All m arke ts  of the new b rig h t belt 
reported  producers’ sales la s t  season 
of 305,148,313 pounds, com pared to 
producers’ sales in 1929 of abo|ut 
260,000,000 pounds.

The average price fo r  tobacco sold 
on the new brigh t belt la s t  season 
w as about $13.41 per hundred pounds, 
compared with a 1929-30 average of 
about $18.00 per hundred.

Mrs. William Page has rf*^iirned to 
her home on Maine avenue, Southern  
Pines, from  the  Moore County Hospi- 
al following her recovery from  a ton 

sil operation.

n

OPENS

Tues., Sept n
H

/

Hold your Tobacco for 

ABERDEEN

and mix up a good time with

High Prices
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