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The School Loan Question
MORE INFOBM.\TION ASKED

I read, w ith  much in te res t notice of 
the special election to be held to de
term ine w hether or no t th e  county 
will b o rrow  funds for build ing and 
repairing  school houses.

I t  o ccu rs  to me th a t  th e  notice of 
the election  does not g ive the com
plete in form ation  as one would infer 
from th a t  notice th a t  the only am ount 
to be borrowed is $166,000.00 to be 
used fo r new class room s and th a t 
taxes m ig h t be increased only suffi
ciently to  pay off th a t  indebtedness.

I should  like to ask  th e  com mis
sioners if i t  is no t true t h a t  th e ir  or. 
d er also included a  proposal to bor
row additional funds from  the  S ta te  
L ite ra ry  Society for repa iring  certa in  
school buildings, and also if  it is not 
included in  the ir order to  consolidate 
all debt service.

I should  like to  suggest th a t  the 
County Commissioners o r  the County 
Board of Eklucation, or bo th  jointly, 
se t fo r th  more clearly th is  proposi
tion in detail. Would it n o t  be well to  
le t the  public know w h e th e r  o r  not 
the debt service will be consolidated, 
w h eth er o r  not additional fu nd s will 
be borrow ed other than  the  am ount 
mentioned in last week’s  issue of the 
Moore C ounty  News, how m uch taxes 
would be increased and th e  ra te  of 
tax  in each  particu lar section  of the 
county if these  changes should go into 
effect ?

— LESLIE G ILLILA ND . 
P inehurst, Ju ly  17, 1934.
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Editor, The Pilot:
In la s t  w eek’s issue of The Moore 

County News, there was a n  artic le  by 
H. Lee Thomas, our C ounty  Superin-, 
tendent of Education, p u rp o r tin g  to 
explain th e  issues in the com ing  spec
ial school election, the election being 
held to determ ine the a t t i tu d e  of vo t
e rs  tow ard s  a Federal loan of $232,- 
000.00 and a  consolidation of the debt 
service of th e  various school districts .

Mr, Thom a3 p ractically  explains 
nothing. B u t  he does condem n the 
voters in Southern  Pines and  P ine
h urs t fo r th e ir  opposition to  his pet 
measure. H e accuses us o f  ta k in g  the 
w ealth of th e  surrounding ru ra l a reas  
and  ap p ro p r ia tin g  it for o u r  own use 
to  the exclusion of the ru ra l  people. 
In  fact, he implies we a re  exploiters 
o f the poor.

To say  th e  least, such an  idea is 
absurd. S outhern  Pines an d  P inehurst 
derive a t  least n inety p e r  re n t  of 
the ir incom e from tourists . In  fact, 
there  is h ard ly  a  person in Moore 
county  gainfully  employed th a t  does 
not derive some benefit from  the 
tourist t r a d e  a ttrac ted  to  these c e n 
ters.

The essence of our opposition to 
th e  m easu re  as it now s ta n d s  is not 
directed tow ards the F e d e r i l  loan i t 
self, b u t to  the consolidation of the 
debt service of all the school districts. 
We are  b e ing  asked to not only c a r 
ry  our own debt, but to assu m e p a r t  
of the debt of the other school dis
tr ic ts—d eb ts  over which we had not 
a word to say , nor did o u r  represen 
tatives. Such  a measure passed  by our 
County Commissioners, o r by  our dis
satisfied electorate , is beyond our
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idea of justice. We a re  not looking 
for a  new deal; a ll we ask  is a  squar,» 
deal.

The consolidation of th e  debt serv 
ice is the ‘nigger in the  \” o »dpile,’ 
abou t which our County A tto rn ey  did 
not m ention in th e  notice of election, 
nor did Mr. Thomas in his so-called 
explanations. W hether th is  w as de
libera te  or not rem ains to  be seen. 
One of our C ounty Comm issioners in
form ed me th a t it certa in ly  w as  
will of the Comm issioners th a t  due 
and  proper notice be given the  
e lectorate  of all issues involved in the 
com ing election. And w hy w asn t i t?

I t  is entirely possible th a t  Sou th 
ern  Pines and P inehu rs t would be 
in fav o r of the F ederal loan if  we 
didn’t  have to swallow along w ith  it 
the dead fish, e. g., consolidation of 
d is tr ic t school debts.

R etro-active law s a re  ra re ly  a ff irm 
ed by the Suprem e C ourt, an d  the 
m easure in the p resen t set-up  is no 
exception. U n fa ir  and d iscrim ina to ry  
legislation has no place in our repub 
lican form  of governm ent.

— L. M. D A N IELS. 
S outhern  Pines, Ju ly  16, 1934.

HEAVY LOAD OF TAXATION

LINE fCULWAY

E ditor, The P ilot:
The vo te rs  of Moore C ounty  were 

inform ed la s t w eek th a t  the  re g is t ra 
tion books would open Ju ly  21st for 
th e  purpose of a  special reg is tra tio n  
to vote on a  proposed bond issue of 
$232,000 on A ugust 25th fo r  the 
building of new school buildings in 
various p a r ts  of the county.

P ro te s t  has  been made by m any  of 
the la rg er ta x paye rs  as to  an y  addi
tional debt being added to  the  now 
heavy debt o f the county. The school 
debt a t  the present, not including the 
above proposed issue, is $552,800 and 
in addition to  th is  is the county  debt 
of $520,500 or a  to tal county  and 
school debt of $1,073,300. The in te r 
est ra te  on the presen t debt is ap 
proxim ately  5 3-4 percent, or an  an 
nual p aym en t fo r  in te res t alone of 
approx im ate ly  $62,000. To this is to 
be added the annual p aym en t tow ard  
the re tirem en t o f bonds. The bond 
election if carried  will m ean an  addi
tional issue of bonds am o un tin g  to 
approxim ate ly  $232,000.

The tax  payers  are  now  burdened 
10 the point where it is a lm ost Impos- 
siWe to  pay the high taxes levied 
against th e ir  p roperty  w ithout assu m 
ing any  additional tax. There is also 
a very  large percentage of the peo
ple th a t  have, not been able to  pay 
th e ir  1931 and 1932 taxes which s tand  
as a  f i r s t  lien ag a in s t th e ir  property.

The C ounty  Commissioners propose 
a coun ty  wide ra te  of about fo r ty  
cents on the hundred dollars valua 
tion for debt service for school p u r 
poses which does no t include the debt 
service fo r the  county  general debt, 
such as court house bonds and road 
bonds and  the like. Anyone th a t  is fa 
miliar w ith  the  levying of taxes knows 
th a t  th is  is ju s t  th e  beginning, a s  the 
tendency is the  ra te  will have to  be 
Increased in the n e a r  fu ture . These 
are  a few  of the fac ts  th a t  the tax 
payers should consider before voting 
any additional bonds to the now al
ready trem endous debt the people 
are  s trugg ling  to  pay. The C ounty 
Board of Education should as a  last 
resort see if i t  is n o t possible to m ake 
some enlargem ent of buildings w here 
over-crowded conditions exist and 
forestall for a  few years  a t  least the 
fu r th e r issuance of bonds, a s  there  is 
no hope of taxes ever being reduced 
if we continue floa ting  bonds.

E very  citizen should m ake a  spec
ial e ffo rt to see th a t  he is properly 
reg istered  and vote ag a in s t any fu r 
the r bond issues.

H OW ARD F. BURNS. 
Southern  Pines, Ju ly  18, 1934.

RASSIE WICKER’S VIEWS

Relief A uthorities th a t  unless N o rth  
Carolina begins supplem enting th e  
Federal funds th a t  our share  will be 
seriously reduced. These sam e offi
cials suggested  th a t  A COUNTY TAX 
OF FROM FO U R  TO F IV E  C EN TS 
be levied to  provide th is supplem ent.

The to tal I<’ederal expenditures fo r 
relief nov/ am o u n t to the enorm ous 
sum of >)Vc>r iwo ijillion, one hundred 
and fifty  million collars w n 'cn w t, 
the publir have spent, and whtch we, 
the public will also have to  repay.

In m any  ic.spccts the relief prob
lem is alini’st a,'̂  Ferious todny as in 
the d arkes t period of the depression. 
A look around will convince you th a t  
the ap p aren t rc-co'’ery  in tn ’s and  
most o ther sections can be traced  di
rectly to t n t  s'pending of tbis vast 
sum of borrowed money.

Who in y o u r neighborhood but will 
have to  go w ithout some of the  
common necessities of life in o rder 
to pay this y e a r ’s tax es?

There a re  lim its to the obligations 
we should assvm e. ev^n for so v i i -  
th y  a cause as  education, and this 
briugs up th e  ^.uestion of Ihp absolute 
necessity of the building program  ad 
vocated by the C ounty Board of E d 
ucation.

The S ta te  and the County have 
wasted a g re a t  deal of money in 
their building program . Some of this 
waste can be a ttr ib u te d  to poor de
sign, some ti  poor building superin 
tendence an d  the  resu ltan t poor 
workm anship and material.^ ,and sonio 
to poor m ain tenance—or none a t  all, 
—but m ostly  it can  be laid to the 
driving u rge  to “Keep up with the 
Jones,.” T his evil is evident in o ther 
m atte rs , and  it is not surpris ing  to 
find it cropping out in the schools.

If  Quewhiffle taxes themselves out 
of house an d  home fo r a big A udi
torium, or a  Gymnasium, or Steam  
Heat, then; in the minda of those of 
the adjoining d is tric ts , a schoolhouse 
w ithout these relatively un im portan t 
fea tures is n o t w orth  a  tinker's  dam, 
and the ir lack  is a reflection upon 
the ir L oyalty  to the ir Children, and 
indicates a  poor Comm unity Spirit, 
even though th a t  com m unity is bank 
ru p t and th e ir  children hungry  and 
poorly clad.

In the p a s t  it appeared th a t  the 
people in the  north  end of the 
county w ere more sensible *in this 
respect than those in the south end. 
bu t it now seems th a t  a  J. Rufus 
Wallingford h as been am ongst them , 
and  th a t th ey  too are  determ ined to 
have audito rium s which, by the way.

iiipi
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Editor, The Pilot,
G ran tin g  fo r  th e  presen t th a t the 

County needs the additional school 
facilities set ou t in  the ir proposal to 
borrow two h- ndred and  th irty  two 
thousand dollars; we should: in turn , 
question the possibility of repaying 
it.

We m ust rem em ber th a t  we have 
-been collecting only three fburths of 
the taxes levied. T his condition auto- 
m atically  raises ou r tax  ra te  25 p e r 
cent, does it n o t?  W’e m u s t rem em 
ber th a t  the C!ounty bought more 
than tw enty-eight hundred pieces of 
land a t  the la s t ta x  sale, the taxes on 
m any of which had not been paid for 
years. W hat the  Commissioners will 
do w ith  these homes, neither they 
nor anyone else knows.

R em em ber also th a t  the  PWA and 
the F E R A  se n t into Moore County 
this p a s t twelve months, the en o r

m ous sum  of one hundred and seventy- 
one thousand, nine hundred and fiftj*- 
five dollars, cash payroll money, and 
did no t include the sum s paid tor m a 
terial, o r for food and clothing dis
tributed  a s  d irect relief.

A tten tion  should also be paid to 
the recen t announcem ent by Federal
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