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D em on ttra t ion  flock of  purebred  
W hite  Leghorn* in K erchaw  C o u n 
ty, S. C,

S o u t h l a n d  O f f e r s  M a n y  P o u l t r y  P o s s i b il i t i e s
B y A. B. B R Y A N

Editor s N ote: The possihilitics in 
f in  intelligent development of the 
poultry industry throughout the 
South is pictured in this thoughtfid  
analysis of the situation in South 
Carolina.

A l t h o u g h  X5 p e r  c e n t  o f  the
fa rm s  o f  S o u th  C a ro l in a  p roduce  

sonic iwiiiltry, p o u l t ry  prochiction h as  tior 
kept pace w i th  th e  increase  in p o p u la t ion  
atui eg g  prodtK'tioji <loes not m ee t  food 
r e q u n e n ie n ts  of t h e  people of South  

C a ro l  itia.
“ P o u l t ry  p ro d u c tio n  could be niate- 

rially  increased w i th in  th e  s ta te  w i th o u t  
c re a t in g  a su rp lu s ,”  says P rofessor C .  L. 
M o r g a n .  Iiead of  the p o u l try  d ep ar t -  
nu-nt, C lem son  C o llege ,  “ th u s  p ro d u c 
ing  a la rg e r  fa rm  incom e a n d  m ee ting  
the  real re q u ire m en ts  o f  the  people  for 

necessary food p ro d u c ts .”
Pro fesso r  M o r g a n  s ta tes  th a t  the 

n u m b e r  of chick^’ns on  fa rm s  in th e  sta te  

is o n ly  ab o u t  3 .0 5 7 ,1 3 7  birds, o r  eight- 
te n th s  o f  I per  c e n t  o f  the  t o ta l  fo r  
the  U n i te d  States, w h i le  the s t a te ’s pop
u la t io n  is ab o u t  I Y i per  cent p e r  c en t  of 
th e  c o u n t r y ’s p o p u la t io n ,  r i i c  averagt* 
n u m b e r  o f  ch ickens per fa rm  is s l igh tly  
less th a n  2 0  f»irds, o r  on ly  o n e - th i rd  of 
the  average  per f a rm  in th e  U t j i f ’d 

S ta tes .
Egg Production Inadequate  

F r o m  i f /X )  to  1930, the  nicreases in 
n u m b e r  of clvickens and  num bei o f  peo
ple f o r  the  U n i te d  S ta te s  w e re  a p p ro x i 
m a te ly  equal. F o r  the  sam e pe r io d ,  the 
n u m b e r  of people in  So u th  C a r o l in a  has 
increased  tw ice  .is rap id ly  as the  n u m 
ber o f  chickens, I ' h e  numh<‘r  o f  ch ick 
ens o n  fa rm s  since 1Q30 has sh o w n  lit t le  
chatige  excep t in i<>34, w h en  rliere  ap 
pears  to  h av e  been a  decrease.

A  s tu d y  of egg  p ro d u c tio n  in Sou th  
C a ro l in a ,  on  th e  basis of popu lat ion , 
show s the  s ta te  f a r  below  th e  average  
f o r  th e  rem a in d er  o f  th e  c o u n try .  Fo r  
th e  e n t i re  co u n try ,  the  average  egg  pro 
d u c t io n  per person in  1929 w as 2 6 2  eggs. 
I n  S o u th  C a ro l in a ,  only  eggs per 
p e rson  w ere  p roduced ,  o r  less t h a n  42 
p e r  c en t  of the  av erag e  fo r  th e  co im try .  
S o u th  C a ro l in a  is considerab ly  s h o r t  on

T h is  200*egg Barred P lym outh  Rock  
it r ightly considered  an ideal t y p e  of 
h eavy  layer.

A flock of  h igh-lay ing  W h ite  W yandottes ,  which averaged  152 egps.  One 
bird, in th e  center, laid 242.

p ro d u c in g  the  a m o u n t  o f  eggs he r  |x>pu- 
la tion  m ig h t  be expected  to consum e. 
I 'w -o  o r  less eggs per week p r r  person 
can h a rd ly  he accepted as a s ta n d a rd  foi 
p ro p e r  n o u r ish m e n t  a n d  health.

M  o re  th a n  2,0(>(>.o(x> dozen eggs were  
b ro u g h t  in to  S o u th  C a ro lin a  by fre igh t  
and e.\pr<‘ss in 1929, accord ing  to  fig
u res on  yearly  ini|Toits and  exports .  I t  
is believed an  equal o r  greater  n u m b er  
of eggs is b r o u g h t  in by trucks. E g g  
exjMirts a re  insignificant,

Farm F locks  Inefficient 

T h e  av erage  fa rm  Hock in So u th  C a r 
o lina  is n o t  on ly  small b u t  inefficient in 
p ro d u c tio n .  T h e  average  n u m b er  o f  
chickens p e r  f a r m  in South  C a ro l in a  Is 

only  19 b irds com pared  with an average  
of 6(1 b irds p e r  fa rm  in the  U n i ted  
S tates. I ' h e  average  num ber  o f  eggs 
year ly  pe r  chicken is 63  in South  C:ir.> 
l ina  ag a in s t  85  in the  L n ite d  S tates. 
I ' h e  av erag e  n u m b e r  of eggs p roduced  
yearly  |M‘r person  in South  C a ro l in a  is 
109 ag a in s t  an average  of 262 p e r  p e r 
son in th e  na tio n .

T h e  cause o f  th is inefficiency in egg 
p ro d u c tio n  m ay be <lue to  several facto rs  
a m o n g  which  a re  q u a li ty  of s<^ock for 
egg p ro d u c tio n ,  h a tc h in g  date  o f  pu lle ts  
and  th e i r  dev e lo p m en t to  laying age, lack 
of sufficient q u a n t i t )  and  proper balance  
of feetls supplied , lack of culling  o f  n o n 
lay ing  atid old hens, ina<leqiiate housi/ig, 
and lack of  pa ras i te  and  disease con tro l .

M o r e  an d  b e t t e r  hens, with m o re  in 
te l l ig e n t  feed in g  and  flock m an agem en t 
a re  P ro fe sso r  M o r g a n ’s remedies fo r  the 
u nd es irab le  conditions.

E gg Prices High 

“ T h a t  th e  q u a l i ty  of stock fo r  egg 
p ro d u c tio n  in m a n y  Hocks of the  s ta te  is 
equal  to  th a t  fo u n d  anyw h ere  in  the  
c o u n try  has been proved  by t r a p  nest 
records an d  a t  n a tio n a l  egg-laying con 
tes ts ,”  he says. “ T h e  average egg  p ro 
d uc tion  pe r  hen  in s ta te  d em ons tra t ion  
flocks show s a p p ro x im a te ly  2 ^ j  t im es  as 
m an y  eggs p ro d u ced  by hens of th e  av 
e rage  f a n n  flock.

“TTie difference  in feeding m ethods  
and  m a n a g e m e n t  ui dem ons tra t ion  flocks 
m ay acco u n t  f o r  the  increased r e tu rn .  
A v e rag e  lab o r  incom e p e r  hen f ro m  d em 
o n s t ra t io n  flocks fo r  seven years shows 
th a t  by fo l lo w in g  p ro p e r  practices a  sa t 
is factory  r e tu rn  m ay  be expected.

“ T h e  m a rk e t  prices fo r  eggs in Sou th  
C a ro l in a  a re  a m o n g  th e  highest in  the  
co u n try .

“ M  iich of the  basic feed supp ly  for 
p o u l try  may be produced  on  fa rm s of 
the  stat4‘, a n d  cJimatic  co nd it ions  are 
favorab le  fo r  po u ltry  producti«)ii, especi
a lly  d u r in g  th e  Kail and  VVintet w hen  
egg  prices a re  h ighest.’’

M ore Hens the  A n sw er  

P rofessor M o r g a n ’s conclusion is tliat 
the  s ta te  needs m ore e g g  factone> in the 
fo rm  of  hens.

'I 'o  p roduce the  eggs shipped in to  the 
s ta te  by f re igh t  and express w ou ld  re 
q u ire  an ad d it io n  of m o re  th a n  i7S,tHKi 
lay ing  hens of s im ila r  egg p ro duc tion  
q u a li ty  as the  average  of d em o n s tra t io n  
flock hens. T o  p roduce  the add it ional  
n u m b e r  of eggs b ro u g h t  in to  the  sta te  
by t ru ck  w o u ld  double  this n u m b e r  of 
hens. R educed  to a county  basis this 

w o u ld  mean ap p ro x im a te ly  75 add it ional  
KKi-bird flocks per coun ty .

P rofessor M o r g a n  th inks t h a t  iii a 
s ta te  so la rge ly  a g r ic u l tu ra l  as South 
C a ro l in a  i t  seems logical th a t  sufficient 
eggs and  p o u l try  p ro d u c ts  shou ld  be p r o 
duced  to m ee t  the needs o f  th e  pfipu- 
lation .

True In Other S ta tes  

“ A n  a d ju s tm e n t  in pou ltry  p ro d u c tio n  
in th is  d irec t ion  w ith  h igh-quality  stock 
aiul p roper  feeding and  m a n a g e m e n t  
m e th o d s  is not only h igh ly  desirab le  fn m i  
a food stan d p o in t ,  bu t  should p ro v e  eco
nom ica lly  profitab le  to  those e n g ag ed  in 
th e  busint*ss.”

T h e  general facts and  cond it ions  p re 
sented  h e w  m u s t  be t ru e  also o f N o r th  
C a ro l in a  and  o th e r  S o u th e rn  states, so 
t h a t  in  those sta tes th e re  knocks the  
same o p jio r tu n ity  fo r  p ro fitab le  p o u l try  
p roduction .

A n  excellent exam ple  of profitab le  
p o u l t ry  is fo u n d  in th e  experience  of 
J o h n  E .  Jackson ,  Y o r k  C o u n ty .

T w e n ty - f iv e  years in  th e  p o u l t ry  busi
ness, M r .  Ja c k so n  has increased his p o u l 
t r y  en te rp r ise  'f ro m  a s t a r t  w i th  "s ix  red 
hens a n d  a ro o s te r” to  w h e re  h is  a n n u a l  
p ro d u c tio n  is f ro m  2 ,0 0 0  to  3 ,0 0 0  R ho d e  
I s la n d  Reds a n d  W h i t e  W y a n d o t te s ,  his 
m ain  source o f  cash f ro m  th e  70-acre  
farm s. T h e  1935 o u tp u t  w a s  2 ,200. 
Sales o f  eggs a n d  chickens fon e ig h t  years 
have been chiefly to  a  special t r a d e  in 
( la s to n ia ,  N .  C .

T h a t  iioultry  ra is ing  as a chief m oney  
crop  has  n o t  been a fa ilu re  fo r  M r .  
J a c k so n  is c lea r  f rom  th e  fa c t  t h a t  he 
co n tin u es  to  s ta k e  his m ain  chances  on  
hens. F o r  o v e r  tw o  decades th e re  a l 

w ays  have been som e profit.
C a re fu l  b re ed in g  and  good san ita t ion  

arc  a t  th e  b o t to m  of M r .  Ja c k so n ’s pou l 
t ry  success. A f t e r  t ry in g  near ly  a  score 
of d ifferen t p u r e  breeds he believes m ost 
s t ro n g ly  in R h o d e  Is land  R ed s  and  keeps 
usua lly  a ro u n d  6cxi hens o f  th is breed 
a long  w ith  a b o u t  3(X> W h i t e  W y a n 
do ttes .  ,Hoth sell well on any  m ark e t ,  
he finds, and his s t ra in  o f  R eds lays p a r 
t icu la r ly  well,  som e hens ru n n in g  to  2 5 0  
eggs per year. By close a t te n t io n  to  
selection, m a t in g  and  breed ing , he  has 
im proved the  s t ra in  w i th  o n ly  a  l it t le  
new  blood since 1921. T h e  resu lt  is a 
fine dem and  f o r  b reed ing  stock. A t  p o u l 
t ry  show s th e  Jackson  stock has a lw ays 
taken  a l ion ’s sh a re  o f  blue ribbons.

In  flf)ck m a n a g e m e n t ,  s an i ta t io n  comes 
first w i th  M r .  Jackson , p ro p e r  feed ing  
next. H e  has  learned th ro u g h  close a t 
ten t io n  to  p rev en t  most p o u l try  t ro u b le s  
and to  check o u tb reak s  p ro m p tly .

Simple,  Efficient Layout  

A  simple, b u t  sufficient and  I'fficient 
layou t  o f  h o using  and eq u ip m e n t  makes 
it practicable  fo r  M r .  Ja c k so n  to  d o  his 
o w n  in cu b a t in g  and  brood ing  and  f a t t e n 
ing as well a s  to  ca r ry  on  his b reed ing  
Hock. A  i 4(X )-egg in cu b a to r  in the  base
m en t  of a  lay ing  house docs the  ha tch in g ,  
^ 'w o  b rooder hou.ses o f  fo u r  and  five 
rooms each w il l  care  fo r  3 ,ixx) m ore  
chicks. T h e  layers  a re  housed neatly  in 
second-story q u a r te r s ,  w h i le  the  breeders  
a re  all on  th e  g ro u n d  in sm all  plots. 
W h i l e  th e re  is some range  foi lay ing  
hens, those in  upsta irs  q u a r te r s  do  not 
get o u t  a t  all.

P o u l t ry  feeds a re  large ly  hom e-g ro w n  
— corn , w h ea t ,  an d  oa ts  fo r  g ra in  feed 
ing, and  oats, rye and ba rley  for g r a z 
ing. W h e a t  an d  cracked co rn  arc  used 
as a sc ra tch  feed.

T h a t  M r .  Ja c k so n  finds chickens a 
safer  deiiendence th a n  co tto n  is sh o w n  by 
th e  fac t  h e  n o w  p lan ts  no  co tton  on  his 
fa rm .  H is  o th e r  sources o f  income fro m  
the  f a rm  are a  p u reb red  B erksh ire  he rd  
o f  hogs and a  sm all  he rd  o f  ( iu e rn s e y  
cows.

Sanitation c o m e s  f irst  in flock m a n 
agem ent  with m any  success fu l  poultry


