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PINEHURST NEWS
By MARY EVELYN de NISSOFF
Commencement Speakers

Dr. Price Gwynn, of Leaksville, 
former dean at Flora Macdonald 
college in Red Springs, will de­
liver the baccalaureate sermon to 
the graduating class of the Pine- 
hurst high school on Sunday, May 
31, at 8 p. m. at the Community 
church. The speaker at the com­
mencement exercises, to be held 
Monday evening, June 1, at 8 
o’clock will be Dr. Edwin Poteat, 
paster of Pullen Baptist Memorial 
church of Raleigh.
Entertain

Maj. Gen. and Mrs. I. T. Wyche 
entertained at a cocktail party 
Saturday evening at their home.

Mrs. James E. Harrington was 
hostess Wednesday afternoon at 
her home at a miscellaneous 
shower for bride-elect Miss San­
dra Zelie.
Briefs

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Freedom

Hay es Book Shop

BOOKS
Office Supplies 
School Supplies 
Leather Goods 
Party Goods 
Newspapers 
Stationery 
Magazines 
Records 
Radios 
Models 
Gifts 
Games 
Toys

Eaton arrived Friday from Wel­
lesley Hills, Mass., and are mak­
ing a short visit at Mystic cot­
tage here.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald D. Cooke 
left Monday for New York City 
and Watch Hill, R. I., for the sum­
mer months.

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel G. Allen 
are spending a few days in New 
York City this week.

Capt. and Mrs. John C. Wall- 
man and their two small daugh­
ters, of Ft. Benning, Ga., have 
leased an apartment in The Clo- 
verleaf for two weeks while Cap­
tain Wallman is in training at 
the USAF Air-Ground Opera­
tions School.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Aborn 
left this week for Putnam 
Heights, Conn., where they will 
visit their daughter and son-in- 
law, Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Peckham, 
before going on to their summer 
home in Cutchogue, L. I.

Mrs. Washington Innes-Taylor 
has returned from St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands, and is visiting 
Mrs. Hargrove Vail for a short 
time before going on to her 
brother’s home in Virginia.

Mr. and Mrs. William Snow and 
their son. Bill, left Saturday for 
Windy Hill, S. C., where they 
have an apartment for a week. 
Mr. Snow, who is executive secre­
tary of the Carolines Golf associ­
ation, is competing in the CGA 
tournament being played this 
week at the Dunes Golf and 
Beach club at Myrtle Beach.

Mr. and Mrs. John Gamier, 
who have been occupying an 
apartment here this winter, have 
moved to the Mayfair apartments 
in Southern Pines.

Prices of fed cattle are not ex­
pected to change greatly through­
out the remainder of 1953, with 
the possible exception of the fall, 
when seasonal increases are ex­
pected.
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34 Years of Wide Country Practice
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His "Sepond Mile" 
Service Stems From 
Mother's Influence

By BESSIE CAMERON SMITH
Thirty-four years of going in 

and out of the homes of sick peo­
ple in Vass and neighboring com­
munities—extending out of Moore 
County into Hoke, Harnett and 
Lee—is the record of Dr. Robert 
G. Rosser of Vass. Many are the 
accounts, given by appreciative 
patients, of great service render­
ed at a surprisingly low fee. Back 
of this is a story that few of them 
know.

Youngest of the 12 children of 
the late Joseph J. and Mary Ann 
Kelly Rosser, Dr. Rosser was born 
on a farm near Broadway in Lee 
county, of farming ancestry. 
From early boyhood he dreamed 
of some day being a doctor. His 
mother tried to dissuade him from 
the idea, assuring him that he 
could do well enough farming. 
But the spark that flamed with­
in the youth refused to go out.

It wasn’t that his mother lacked 
ambition for her youngest son; it 
was that she secretly feared that 
he might let the lure of financial 
gain overshadow the goal of serv­
ice to humanity, and it was not 
until after she had exacted a 
promise that he would not “over­
charge” people that she gave her 
consent for him to study medi­
cine.

His father died when Robert 
was about 16 years of age, and 
times were none too good for the 
farm family, so he started his col­
lege career on the proverbial 
shoestring. A meager wardrobe 
and his beloved fiddle were the 
possessions with which he set out 
for Davidson college.

There were many obstacles to 
overcome and much work to be 
done during those college years, 
but the youth studied diligently, 
and when the going got too rough, 
he fiddled his cares away.

Robert borrowed $100 to put 
him through his senior year. 
When graduation day came, he 
finished his course with the sec­
ond highest grades of any mem­
ber of his class of 20. Ony Hamil­
ton W. McKay of Sumter, S. C., 
who later became president of the 
Southern Medical association, 
outdistanced him, and that by 
only 29|100 of one percent.-

Dr. Rosser’s first year of prac­
tice was in Warren county, after 
which he returned home to prac­
tice his profession in the Broad­
way community and help with the 
farm work—a duty which lasted 
for five years.

With the coming of World War 
1 and the calling of many medi­
cal men into the service. Dr. Ros­
ser went to Rockfish for two 
years, then to St. Pauls for a lit­
tle more than a year, to help out 
until the doctors called from these 
communities returned. Then in 
May 1919, he came to Vass.

With him were his wife, the 
former Maude Harrington of 
Broadway, and their little son, 
Robert G., Jr., born during their 
stay in St. Pauls.

That was back in the Tin Lizzie 
days, when good roads were few 
and travel, especially in winter, 
was slow and hazardous. But 
neither bad roads nor high'water 
stopped him from going in and 
out at all hours of the day or 
night when his services were 
needed.

Frequently he worked under 
conditions that today it is hard to 
believe existed so recently. On 
one occasion he was called to the 
home of a family living in a to­
bacco barn and there ushered a 
new baby into the world by the 
light of his automobile. One lady 
tells of going to his home one 
morning and asking for him, only 
to be told by Mrs. Rosser that he 
was taking a bath at the moment. 
She explained that he had come 
in about daybreak so smoked and 
sooty that she could not refrain 
from laughing at him even 
though she sympathized. This 
time he had had only a lightwood 
knot for illumination for a labor

DR. ROBERT G. ROSSER of 
Vass, who is rounding out 34 
years of service to the Vass sec­
tion, was honored at a testimonial 
dinner at the hotel in Lakeview 
Saturday night by the Moore 
County Medical Society. Mrs. 
Rosser, their two sons. Dr. R. G. 
Rosser, Jr., of Jacksonville, Fla., 
and John H. Rosser, a Charlotte 
pharmacist, were special guests 
along with wives of members.

Dr. Clement Monroe of Pine- 
hurst introduced Dr. M. W. Marr, 
also of Pinehurst, who, in behalf 
of the Society, presented Dr. Ros­
ser a bronze plaque, suitably in­
scribed, in recognition of his 21 
years (1929-1950) as secretary of 
the Society. Mrs. Rosser was giv­
en an orchid corsage.

The Rev. Grover Currie asked 
the blessing and closed the meet­
ing with prayer.

FIELD SEED
LOOK THESE OVER

SOY BEANS
BRGWN BILOXI - LAREDO - OTOOTAN - ROANOKE - EARLY SPEC. VELVETS

COW PEAS
STRAIGHT BRABHAM - STRAIGHT CLAYS - MIXED CLAYS

DON’T BE MISLED BY CHEAP SEED. ALL THE ABOVE ARE 
TOP QUALITY, HIGH GERMINATION AND PURITY

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS

ABERDEEN SUPPLY COMPANY
Phone 8661 ABERDEEN. N. C.

continuing her studies. She has 
already started her son Chris­
topher playing on the baby-size 
violin with which she thrilled 
her father’s patients as a tot of 
four or five, while accompanying 
him on his calls.

Despite the fact that he has 
kept his promise to his mother, 
and has made countless calls 
for which he well knew he 
would never receive a penny. 
Dr. Rosser is now comfortably sit­
uated in a modern brick home, 
large enough to take care of all 
the children and grandchildren 
when they come home.

He spends time in his office, 
makes some home calls and at­
tends clinics, but he is now tak­
ing it easier than in former years 
and there is no one in the com­
munity who would say that he 
doesn’t deserve to let up a bit.

People of the Vass section real­
ize and appreciate the fact that 
.through the years one of the 
greatest blessings a community 
can have has been theirs: ,a con­
scientious, sympathetic ‘‘country 
doctor” who lives up to the high­
est traditions of his profession.

AT DIOCESAN CONVENTION
Attending the annual conven­

tion of the Episcopal Diccese of 
North Carolina, held Tuesday and 
■Wednesday at Christ church, Ra­
leigh, were the Rev. C. V. Coveil, 
rector, and the following lay del­
egates from Emmanuel Episcopal 
church: N. L. Hodgkins, senior 
warden; Sherwood Brockwell, Jr., 
junior warden; Hoke Pollock, 
Men’s Club president, and W. E. 
Cox, Jr., lay reader.

The group drove to Raleigh in 
time for the opening session at 
2 p. m. Tuesday, returning Wed­
nesday night.

ENGRAVED Calling Cards. Good 
service. Prices reasonable. The 
Pilot.

look beyond 
the price tag!

This 1953 Glue Pickup
at $1^97.86

gives you

deliveied
locally

105 HP Valve-in-head Engine . 8.0 to 1 Com­
pression Ratio • “6-Footer” Gab • 45-Ampere 
Generator • Double-Acting Shock Absorbers 
• Recirculating Ball-Bearing Steering • Self- 
Energizing Brakes • Synchro-Mesh Trans­
mission • 6-Ply Heavy-Duty Tires.

•Model 101-22. DUAL-RANGE TRUCK HYDRA-MATIC and other optional 
equipment, accessories, state and local taxes, if any, additional. Prices 
may vary slightly in adjoining communities due to shipping chorges.
All prices subject to change without notice.

SOUTHERN PINES MOTOR CO.
A. A. HOWLETT HERBERT N. CAMERON

case, plus, again, his car lights.
In addition to his wide country 

practice. Dr. Rosser’s work in 
baby clinics and in the fight 
against venereal disease has been 
outstanding. Health nurses praise 
him for his untiring efforts along 
these lines and for his fine spirit 
of cooperation.

However, all of “Doc’s” cures 
have not been wrought by medi­
cine. His wit and funny jokes have 
started their healing power in 
many instances even before his 
hypodermic needle or pills could 
get into action.

He is an honorary member of 
the State Medical Society, and 
served as secretary of the Moore 
County Medical Society for 21 
years (1929-1950). On May 9 he 
was honored by the Moore County 
Medical Society at a testimonial 
dinner at Lakeview hotel and pre­
sented a bronze plaque in recog­
nition of this long service as sec­
retary.

Dr. Rosser is a Presbyterian, 
and for a long period during his 
busiest years served as a Sunday 
School teacher. “A wonderful 
teacher and one of the best men 
I ever knew” is the tribute paid 
him.

He is also a lifelong Republican, 
and although he takes his politics 
seriously, election time is always) 
a time of good-natured parley' 
with members of the opposing 
party.

A Master Mason who has been a 
member of Southern Pines Lodge 
No. 484 continuously for 33 years, 
he was last July presented a Life 
Membership certificate in recog­
nition of his “outstanding devo­
tion to this Lodge and for his un­
selfish service to humanity.” The 
presentation was made at a picnic 
in his honor, given at Lakeview 
by the Masons with members of 
Magnolia Chapter 26, Order of the 
Eastern Star, in which Dr. Rosser 
was active for many years, coop­
erating.

Since he came to Vass, Dr. Ros­
ser’s family has increased from 
one to three children, all of whom 
he has seen grow to successful 
adulthood.

Robert, Jr., followed in his 
dad’s footsteps in the study of 
medicine, and is now a specialist 
in urology at St. Dixon’s hospi­
tal in Jacksonville, Fla., where he 
and his wife reside. He was ac­
cepted for membership in the 
American Board of Surgeons a 
few months ago.

John, the second son, is a reg­
istered pharmacist, in charge of 
the pharmacy of Presbyterian 
hospital in Charlotte. He is mar­
ried and has a little daughter, 
Ann.

Youngest of the three is 24- 
year-old Janet (Mrs. Russell 
Spicer), who is carrying on the 
musical tradition of the family. 
On April 26 she gave her gradu­
ating recital and within a few 
days will receive her Master’s de­
gree in violin from the Philadel­
phia Conservatory of Music, 
where she has already been ac­
cepted as a member of the facul­
ty for the coming year. She grad­
uated there last spring and con­
tinued her studies on a scholar­
ship which she won.

Mrs. Spicer’s accomplishment 
is more notable in consideration 
of the fact that she keeps house 
in Haddenfield,, N. J., for her 
husband and four-year-old son in 
addition to teaching there and

B.F. Goodrich 
Tubeless Tire
Check These Low Prices for
LIFE-SAVER* Protection!

FORD CHEVROLET PLYMOUTH

6.70-15 LIFE-SAVER

29.95
EACH, PLUS TAX 

AND YOUR OLD TIRE

STUDEBAKER PONTIAC DODGE

7.ID.15 LIFE-SAVER

‘32.95
EACH, PLUS TAX 

AND YOUR OLD TIRE

BUICK OLDSMOBILE DE SOTO

7.60-15 LIFE-SAVER

‘36.95
EACH, PLUS TAX 

AND YOUR OLD TIRE

Prices Slightly Higher for White Sidewalls.

YOU CAN AFFORD THE BEST
SO, before you buy, consider this: B. F. 
Gocxlrich LIFE-SAVERS seal punctures as 
you drive. BEG LIFE-SAVERS protect 
against blowouts — give you time for a 
slow, safe stop. BFG LIFE-SAVERS defy 
skids; the crosscut tread stops you quicker 
on slippery roads. And this 3-way protection 
costs less!

TREAD THIN? TRADE IN!
Switch to BFG EIFE-SAVER Tubeless Tires 
before your present tires lose peak trade-in 
value. Take a look at that worn tread — or 
better yet, drive in tomorrow for a free 
check.
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