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« Mail Volume Sets 
All-Time Record; 

. Rush Seen Over
60,000 Pieces 
Cancelled In 
Only Three Days3

Postal workers here were snow­
ed under yesterday (Wednesday) 
as they handled more than 20,000 
pieces of outgoing mail. It was 
the greatest total ever cancelled 
in the post office in a single day.

Max Rush, postmaster, said that 
some 37,000 pieces had been can­
celled Monday and Tuesday.

“I think that the approximately 
•60,000 pieces cancelled in the 
three-day period will set a record 
here,” he said, “and old time em­
ployees agree with me.”

Last year during the holiday 
:season a total Of 204,000 pieces of 
mail was handled, he recalled, 
“and we thought that was a lot. 
This year it will be considerably 
more than that.”

Rush said that patrons had been 
extremely cooperative this year 
.and that using labels marked for 
in or out-of-town delivery had 
been a tremendous help.

More pinecones than ever have 
been mailed, postal workers' said, 
and the number of packages for 
parcel post seems to have taken 
a big increase. •

Rush said that the heavy part 
of the niailing appeared to be 
over but tomorrow, Saturday and 
Monday there would stiU be plen­
ty to handle.

He expressed his appreciation 
to patrons for their cooperation 
during the snowstorm when mail 
■was not delivered on one occa­
sion.

Gilmore To Speak 
On Polar Ventures 
At Forum Tonight

On at least one occasion in the 
early part of this year the weath­
er was colder in Southern Pines 
than it was on a lonely ioe shelf 
on tjie coast of frozen Antarctica.

Voit Gilmore of Southern 
Pines, one of the few people liv­
ing today who has visited both 
Antarctica and the Arctic in one 
year, will describe the tempera­
ture of both places as a part of 
his illustrated talk, “To The Ends 
of The Earth,” at tonight’s meet­
ing of the Pinehurst Forum.

The talk is the second in the 
current series: The Right Hon­
orable Anthony Nutting, former 
Minister of State for Foreign Af­
fairs in Great Britain, was forced 
to cancel his lecture, last Thurs­
day night because of the bad 
weather.

George Shearwood of Pine­
hurst, Forum program chairman, 
said this week that Mr. Nutting 
arrived by plane in Charlotte on 
schedule but was unable to come 
the remainder of the distance. He 
left New York yesterday for his 
home in England but is expected 
to return to this country in the 
near future.

Mr. Shearwood said no deci­
sion had been made as to having 
him address a future Forum pro­
gram.

Gilmore was an observer with 
the Navy last, winter and wrote 
a series of newspaper stories des­
cribing the International Geo­
physical Year program underway 
in Antarctica. He spent two 
weeks on the continent and an­
other five getting there and re­
turning.

This fall he toured the Distant 
Early Warning (DEW) line in the 
Arctic, also filing a number of 
stories about his impressions and 
experiences.

Preceding the talk will be the 
Country Club’s weekly buffet 
supper to be served in the club 
dining room at 7 p. m. Advance 
table reservations are required.

Wide Variety Of Programs Planned 
At Local Churches During Christmas
At Emmanuel Episcopal 

Church, the traditional Holy 
Communion service will be held 
at 11 p. m. on Christmas Eve. A 
male choir and soloists will pre­
sent a progrfam of Christmas mu­
sic as a part of the service.

Again on Christmas morning, 
Holy Communion will be cele­
brated at 10 o’clock.

Sunday afternoon at 5 o’clock 
all children and young people of 
the parish will attend the annual 
Christmas Carol service. The 
Christmas story will be read and, 
following the service, the film, 
“Christmas Rhapsody,” will be 
shown and St. Nicholas will pay 
a visit.

Members of the Young People’s 
Service League will leave the 
parish house Sunday night at 
6:30 to sing Christmas Carols 
throughout the town. Adults are 
also invited.

At the First Baptist Church, 
the Christmas season begins Sun­
day morning with the traditional 
White Christmas service being 
observed in, the Sunday School. 
All young people are being asked 
to bring items of foods which will 
be made into baskets for the 
needy and distributed by the

NATIVITY SCENE
The “Li-ving Nativity Scene,” 

which is put on annually by 
young members of Bro-wnson 
Memorial Presbyterian Chxirch, 
will be staged this year each 
night, Sunday through Wednes­
day, from 7:30 to 9 p. m.

Fire Yesterday 
Took Everything 
Local Family Had

Fire roared through a frame 
house on North Hale Street yes­
terday afternoon, leaving a fam­
ily of seven homeless and with­
out possessions of any kind.,

The fire, caused by defective 
wiring, completely destroyed the 
home of Clarence Ruth, mainten- 
anbe man of Pine Needles Lodge 
and Country Club. His wife and 
five children, ranging in age from 
10 years to four months, were in 
the house when the blaze was 
discovered but were unhurt.

Ruth was at work when he was 
notified his house was burning. 
He rushed home to help but was 
unable to do anything as the fire 
whipped through the frame build­
ing, burning every room.

Lost, he said, were all his pos­
sessions, including “about $45 or 
$50 in $1 bills” he had been sav­
ing for Christmas money.

Ruth told observers there that 
he had been planning to build 
another house around the one 
that burned “but those plans are 
all gone up in smoke now.”

Warren Bell, manager of Pine 
Needles, was on the scene during 
the fire and asked several people 
present to assist Ruth in getting 
settled again.

He also asked the public, on 
Ruth’s behalf, to contribute any 
clothes or household furnishings 
they might I have. Such items, he 
said, may be taken to Pine Needles 
and will then be given to Ruth.

Ages of Ruth’s children are: 
boys, 10, 8, and 4; girls, 6 and 4 
months.

The Ruth fire followed by less 
than an hour another one just 
three houses away. Firemen had 
been back to the stationhouse 
only five minutes from quelling 
a blaze at the home of Miller 
White on West Connecticut Ave­
nue when the second alarrn 
sounded.

White’s house was not severely 
damaged. Fire Chief Harold Fow­
ler said damage was confined 
mostly to the water that had to 
be pumped in. The fire, discover­
ed by Mr. White, was apparently 
caused by a defective flue.

young people on Christmas Eve.
Sunday evening the annual 

program of Christmas music has 
been scheduled lor 7:30. Three 
choirs—youth, adult and junior 
—will combine for the program. 
Later, all who attend will have 
the opportunity of joining in a 
group that will go carolling 
around town.

The Rev. Maynard Mangum, 
pastor of the church, will con­
duct the annual candlelight carol 
service on Christmas Eve, one 
of the highlights of the church 
year. •

“Student Night at Christmas,” 
in which young people home 
from college take part, will take 
place at the evening service De­
cember 28.
Church of Wide Fellowship

The entire series of special 
Christmas programs at the 
Church of Wide Fellowship (Con­
gregational) will be held Sunday 
and Monday.

The Rev. Carl Wallace, the pas­
tor, said that a special Christmas 
music program would be held 
Sunday morning during the reg­
ular’ 11 o’clock service.

At that time all members are 
urged to bring food packages for 
distribution later in the day by 
members of the youth groups.

Monday evening at 7:30, the 
Christmas party for youth groups 
will be held in the educational 
building.
St. Anthony's

The center of the Christmas 
celebration of Christmas at St. 
Anthony’s will be the singing of 
High Mass at midnight Wednes­
day.

The celebrant will be the Rev. 
Francis M. Smith, pastor. He -will 
be assisted by the boys and 
young men of the parish serving 
as acolytes.

The choir, under the direction 
of Mrs. Mary Grover, will sing 
the Twelfth Century “Mass of the 
Angels.” The Proper of the Mass 
will be sung according to the 
Gregorian Mode. Preceding the 
Mass the choir will sing the tra­
ditional Christmas carols.

Mass will also be celebrated 
Christmas morning at 8 a. m. and 
again at 10:30.

Christmas started at Brownson 
Memorial Presbyterian Church 
last night with the annual Santa 
Claus party for children. All who 
attended brought toys which will 
be distributed to the children at 
McCain Sanatorium.

Sunday, the regular morning 
worship program will include the 
singing of a number of hymns 
and a Christmas sermon by Dr. 
Cheves Ligon.

Sunday afternoon at 4:30 a ves­
per program has been planned 
and the adult and youth choirs 
Will provide a program of Christ­
mas music. Also, those attending 
are asked to bring food, clothing 
or cash for the needy.

Following the program the 
youth groups and college students 
home for the holidays will hold 
their monthly supper meeting. 
Methodist Church

The annual Christmas program 
at the Southern Pines Methodist 
Church will be held Sunday night 
at 6 o’clock.

Highlight of the program -will 
be the presentation of a play, 
“This Thing Called Christmas,” 
by members with the junior choir 
taking part. A Santa Claus party 
will follow and each attending 
will receive a bag of fruit and 
candy.

The Rev. Robert L.( Bame, pas­
tor. will use a Christmas theme 
in his sermcjn at the regular wor­
ship service Sunday morning.

Operators Of New 
Plant Schedule 
Job Interviews

Applicanls May 
Be Trainees Or 
Have Experience

Preliminary interviews for 
workers in the new Fletcher 
Southern plant, to be opened 
here in January will be conduct­
ed January 6 and 7, the company 
announced today.

Applicants with experience 
will be interviewed the first day, 
which is a Tuesday, and those 
who wish to. apply for trainee 
positions will be interviewed the 
next day. '

The company, according to an 
advertisement in today’s issue of 
The Pilot, is seeking applicants 
for the positions of wood carver, 
jointer and planer.

All trainees will be instructed 
thoroughly, the advertisement 
also states, and work will be on 
a day shift only. ^

The company will engage in 
the production of hardwood shut­
tles and loom parts for the textile 
trade. It has purchased the build­
ing formerly occupied by J. 
Bishop Platinum Company on 
the Southern Pines-Carthage 
Road.

Edward Taws, Jr., vice presi­
dent of Fletcher Works, Inc., of 
Philadelphia, the parent com­
pany, will operate the plant here.

Sandhills Drying Out After 
Week's Struggle With Snow

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE looked like this Friday morning 
after some 18 inches of snow had been dumped .on it the pre­
vious 24 hours. Youngsters were riding their sleds for awhile, 
but were ordered to go to a safer place later in the day. The pic­
ture was made from the intersection of May Street and Pennsyl­
vania, looking east. (Pilot photo)

HEROIC EFFORTS FAIL

Marine Helicopter Takes Stricken 
Man To Hospital During Snowstorm

VFW Post Needs Your Help!
“We have no firewood, no fuel 

for the stove. Money stopped 
coming in when my husband got 
sick. We have ten children and 
no Christmas, I guess. Could you 
help us to have Christmas for the 
children?”

“I’m 72. Can’t work. Need just 
a little food, if you can bring 
some. Can’t get out in the wet 
with my bad leg now. Hope you 
can come by.”

These are the kind of letters 
being received in every mail by 
the VFW Post, now in full swing 
to make up their baskets '•of 
Christmas Cheer to be delivered 
out around the town and coun­
try Tuesday night.
Besides taking care of as many

of these pleas as possible, the 
Post has a list 68-families-long 
made up by the Moore County 
Department of Public Welfare. 
This is complete with number 
and ages of children, for toys as 
well, as staple food and Christmas 
goodies go into these baskets.

This year all members of the 
Post are taking part in the 
Christmas project. Saturday 
morning they will take to the 
sidewalks with collection jars,^ 
hoping to make up the big gap 
that still exists between what 
they have and what is needed. 
Estimates are that it takes about 
$6.00 to make up a basket; as for 
the toys, cash or a check to the 
Post will be welcome—or toys 
themselves.

Bids OpenedToday 
For New Childrens 
Building AtChurch

Construction bids were to have 
been opened this afternoon for 
the proposed Children’s Building 
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 
Details were not available at 
press time.

Six general contractors, inclu­
ding one from Southern Pines, 
were listed as bidders: W. L. 
Jewell and Sons, and John Wil­
liam Brown of Sanford; J. F. 
Phifer Construction Company of 
Rockingham; Watsoii and Ed- 
mundson, Lucama; L. M. Daniels,! 
Jr., Southern Pines; and C. Doug-1 
las Jewell, Wilmington.

The proposed new building, 
which will more than double the 
present classroom space for Sun­
day school, will also provide 
classrooms for a week-day school 
which will open in September of 
next year if the building has been 
completed. ,

John L. Morgan, Jr., is chair-^ 
man of the building committee. !

Eugene C. Stevens and Dr. WH- j 
liam Hollister have headed a 
special campaign for gifts for 
construction of the building.

The new structure will be lo­
cated next to the parish house. 
It was designed by Charles Ben­
ton and Sons, of Wilson, the ar­
chitectural firm which designed 
the present church building some 
35 years ago.

Marines Do The Job!
Amazing good luck and the 

spirit and training of the U. S. 
Marine Corps got a seriously ill 
man to the hospital in the midst 
of the worst snowfall in Sandhills 
history last week.

The tragic fact that even these 
could not save the patient’s life 
do not detract from the drama. It 
bas at least the consolatory mean­
ing: that everything possible was 
done.

The storm was at its height 
when Jack Reynolds, of Candor, 
suffered the sudden attack which 
was to prove fatal.

Immediate contact was made 
with a doctor who said: “Get him 
to the hospital!”

And that’s where the Marine 
Corps and that extraordinary 
good luck took over.
'At the very moment when Mr. 

Reynolds was taken sick, there 
were two Marine Corps helicopter 
pilots right there in his house. It 
seems that the Corps, in times of 
disaster, stations some of its heli­
copters around the countryside 
wherever there are airports, to 
perform such sudden rescue trips 
during the emergency—a service 
of which few are probably aware. 
The two pilots had been out at the 
small field in Candor where the 
planes which do crop-dusting for 
that area—some of whom Mr. 
Reynolds himself had employed 
on his farm—were holed up. They 
had gotten so cold that they grate­
fully accepted Mr. Reynolds’ in­
vitation to come in and warm up 
by the fire.

When the call came, they were 
there and ready. Lieutenant Kent 
L. Roberts of the Marine Base at 
New River, volunteered to make 
the trip. Only snag was, he didn’t 
know the way to the hospital’s 
location. What to do?

It was known that Fred Mon­
roe, Jr., of West End had chains 
for his car and he was immediate­
ly contacted. He offered to drive 
in to ^oore Memorial Hospital to 
guide the pilot, who^ by flying 
low, could follow the shine of the 
car’s lights.

Thus the perilous journey was 
made, Mrs. Reynolds accompany­
ing her husband. The car crept 
along the frozen roads, its head­
lights cutting a dim swathe 
through the night, while close 
above, hovering low, the helicop­
ter flew the route.

On nearing the hospital the 
’copter flew in circles while Mr. 
Monroe, who had driven around 
to a fairly open place near the 

(Continued on page 8)

SCHOOL SCHEDULE
Schools in Southern Pines 

re-opened yesterday after an 
enforced three day vacation 
due to the heavy snowstorm.

Superintendent A. C. Daw­
son said this morning that the 
reguhir Christmas vacation 
begins tomorrow and will 
continue through December 
28. Students will return De’- 
cember 29, 30 and 31. he said, 
and would then have New 
Years Day as a holiday.

A faculty meeting this af­
ternoon was to determine 
whether students would also 
have January 2, which is a 
Friday, off.

Dr. Dawson said that sd- 
te’ndance had been exception­
ally good this week.

County schools have been 
closed since last Thursday 
and will remain closed until 
December 23. Students in the 
county system will have no 
vacation New Years Day.

Traffic Tied Up 
Entire Week, But 
Roads Clear Now
The Sandhills were rapidly dry­

ing out today after a solid week 
of fighting icy roads and cold 
weather as a result of the 18 inch 
snow fall recorded here last 
Thursday. It was the heaviest 
since the 24 inches recorded in 
March, 1927.

Schools were closed down all 
over the county for the greater 
portion of the seven-day period, 
though Southern Pines children 
went back Wednesday morning.

Police and the State Highway 
Patrol reported that an “amaz­
ingly small” number of traffic 
accidents were recorded. One 
youngster, Carlton Clippard, Jr., 
of Pinebluff, lost his life Thursday 
night when he was hit by a truck 
as he was riding his sled on US 
Highway 1 in Pinebluff.

Temperatures dropped below 
the freezing point several times 
and motorists had to cope each 
morning with frozen over streets 
as they attempted to move about.

The downtown section of Sou­
thern Pines was a snarl of traffic 
for two days—Friday and Satur­
day—but traffic was moving eas­
ier Monday morning.

Most people who discussed the 
snow ( of such a consistency that 
it prevented any widespread mak­
ing of snowballs and snow men, 
incidentally) were of the opinion 
that the most amazing thing 
about it was that it came so fast, 
so unexpectedly, and produced so 
few accidents and hardships-.

One street here was put to use 
by youngsters with their sleds. 
Town officials blocked off a por­
tion of New York Avenue be­
tween Page and Bennett for the 
youngsers’ pleasure.

Tire chains were at a premium: 
there just weren’t any to be had 
on Friday.

Pinebluff Youth 
Meets Death While 
Sledding On US 1

Carlton Thomas Clippard, Jr., 
14, was killed by a truck on US 1 
in Pinebluff last Thursday nighty 
while sledding.

He was Moore County’s sevenjf 
highway fatality of the year.^

It was the only fatal accy 
in this area during the 
storm, worst since 1927, 
several others were 
'elsewhere in the state.^

The youngst^ son 
Mrs. C. T. ClMard., 
soon after tl 
about 8 o’clos 
and they 
long sloj 
section.^

A la 
C. A.,

r’

TRAFFIC DIDN’T COMPLETELY STOP, but 
it might as well have Friday morning. This 
photo was made about 10 o’clock as people 
started arriving downtown to see what the snow 
did to the business area. In an old picture in

Pilot files, made during the 11 
Street looked about the same ef 
during that storm were being ' 
This time, they were being nj 
handy. (Pilot photo)


