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Early Days Of Moore County Hounds
(Continued from Page 1)

rant about both.
But each has its advantages, 

for instance, the estate never 
howls dolefully at night, and, 
more important still for one of 
delicate sensibilities, I have nev
er noticed the estate making im

hounds himself (the hounds 
spend most of the time in the 
field hunting the Master). My 
sister is first whip, a 15-year-old 
boy second whip, and the third 
whip is Ewen Cameron, whose 
Uncle Alec keeps the livery 
stable from which Ewen borrows

try. It is nearly all covert with 
lots of swamps and very few 
fields, so there can be no draw
ing, in your sense of the word. 
Hounds are simply allowed to 
cast themselves until they hit off 
a cold scent which the fox has 
made the night before in prowl
ing about. They run this out at 
a slow pace until they have rais
ed their fox, nearly always a

proper advances to female curs.
On the other hand, a pack of 

hounds never has to be probated 
or even attested before a Notary 
Public. They never, I suppose, go 
into the hands of the receiver, 
though they are putting me 
there fast—and this in spite of 
the fact that we practice econ
omics that would surprise the 
Master of the Quorn or even the 
Master of the University Drag, 
for that matter. For instance, 
with the Moore County Hounds 
the Master, of course, hunts the
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anything that happens to be left 
over on a hunting day. He wears 
a pink coat that was bought from 
a theatrical costumer. It fits him 

j like a toga and rightly so, for he 
I is the noblest Roman of them all 
I and I will back him against the 
! field over any fence that was 
ever built, at least as far as try- 

;ing goes.
Further economy consists in 

using the woodshed as a kennel. 
We have built benches in it. Of 
course, the initial cost of the 
pack was low, for in North Car
olina, one of the oldest fox-hunt
ing centers in the country, the 
hound has become a medium of 
exchange and standard currency. 
Every hound of whatever degree 
may be bought for $10.00. Thus 
by using a little discretion quite 
a decent pack can be gotten to- 

i gether for very little money. 
British vs. American

The best native hounds look 
very much like your old southern 
hounds. They are black and tan 
and show the blood-hound strain 
more clearly. They can carry a 
much lighter scent than the Eng
lish hound and seem a shade 
faster, but I don’t think they 
could stand the long runs at high 
speed as well as yours do.

Some of these differences are 
due to the character of the coun

gray. The pace then becomes 
very fast but with many checks, 
owing to the fact that a gray 
won’t run straight. If you don’t 
lose him altogether, you ought 
to kill in half an hour or so.

Up in the North the hunts are 
located mostly in farming coun
try with stone walls and post- 
and-rail fences and the foxes are 
reds, so it’s very much like hunt
ing in England. Last year we 
tried turning out a couple of reds 
down here, as in some places 
they have crossed with the na
tive gray foxes with good results. 
We got on one of the rascals one 
day and he went straight away 
for several miles through 
swamps and thickets without a 
pause. It was quite impossible to 
stay on terms with hounds and 
we lost them and have never 
found out whether they killed or 
not. They all came back within 
24 hours except two English 
hounds which were never found.

These two were fine fellows 
and ran with the best when the 
scent was strong enough for 
them to carry, but English hounds 
cannot take care of themselves 
the way Americans can. Too little 
initiative in hunting is allowed 
them and they live too much in 
kennels. Over here, hounds in

the South are turned out in sum-J 
mer and stay on the place, 
wherever it may be, like so many 
dogs. The result is: inferior dis-| 
cipline. Most American packs 
seem very sloppy compared to 
yours.
The Drag Boy

But to go back to our economy: 
The kennel huntsman is Charles 
Hamilton Costly, our Negro 
furnaceman. He is also boots and 
gardener and carries wood for 
the fireplaces. He is also drag- 
boy. His usual costume is a pair 
of overalls and a corduroy jack
et of mine which my mother 
gave him by mistake. On Sun
days he wears a very nice Poole 
suit of mine which my mother 
also gave him by mistake 
(though she denies this). The 
sight of him is rather an unpleas
ant reminder of departed glories.

Our final economy is Miley 
Harrington, the laundress, who 
cooks all the hounds’ food. This 
consists mostly of Indian com 
meal bread made in flat cakes 
with salt. Our Southern hounds 
are hardly ever given meat and 
seem able to do a lot of work on 
cornbread, especially if a little
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wheat flour is mixed in.
The only thing to be said in 

favor of the country itself, as to 
hunting, is in regard to the going. 
As I said, much of our country is 
rough and woody and there are 
a good many swamps, also wire 
fences, which we are panelling 
with post and rails where pos
sible. This does very well for the 
drags. Our soil is sand or sandy- 
loam with a clay sub-soil from

American most popular cars!
So place pour order now for delivery on the beautifid 

new kind of *65 Chevrolet ffiafe right for you!

one to three feet below the sur
face. It is firm in all weather and 
never gets either slippery or 
hard. We have had to postpone 
only one meet in two years and 
that was because the rain was 
falling so hard it washed out any 
scent.
Farmers Coming Out

In our drag, we usually have 
two runs of about three miles 
each, with a 15-minute check in 
between. We have around 30 
fences, but none of them are 
over 4 feet, as I don’t want to 
discourage the farmers from 
coming out and the take-off is 
apt to be sand, sometimes deep. 
The farmers are beginning to get 
interested and we had around 11 
with us last year at different 
times. Next season, there will be 
more. Tliey are great people in 
this section of the country. They 
are all Scots who came over after 
Culloden and fought whenever 
the opportunity offered and fre
quently when it did not. They, 
of course, fought against the 
Federal government in the Civil 
War and, between whiles kept 
their hand in by fighting each 
other in little clan and family 
feuds. Hunting offfers an out
let for their sporting instincts 
and they have always been keen 
about it in spite of the difficul
ties which the country presents. 
Hard To Beat

When it comes to cool nerve 
these people are hard to beat. We 
had 130 people for breakfast on 
New Year’s Day last year, about 
half of them farmers. About 30 
of these rode in the drag that day, 
most of the farmers never having 
jumped in their lives and riding 
old farm plugs who had never 
jumped either. God knows how 
they got through but they did. 
Most of the fences were no high
er than the groimd when they 
had finished with them. We had 
opened gaps for them, but damn
ed if they would even look at 
them! A peculiar people.

'That day was full of incidents. 
It started with some delay owing 
to the fact that the drag boy 
went to sleep under a bush in the 
middle of the line and had to be 
found and prodded to renewed ac
tivity. Finally we laid hounds on 
and off we went. When we struck 
the first fence it sounded like 
the collapse of the Crystal Pal
ace. I looked back to see a cloud 
of smoke ad flying timbers and 
when the air cleared the fence

was gone, but all the field were 
on the right side and riding to 
beat Hell.

P. S. I thought you would be in
terested to hear that my sister 
Louisa is to be married on the 
first of June—a bad business as 
she was getting to be a really 
good whip and she is marrying a 
chap who does not know a hound 
from an Angora goat.

WAKE UP NIGHTS? 
FOR KIDNEY RELIEF 

MAKE THIS 4-DAY TEST 
Take BUKETS green tablets. 

Drink plenty of water. Use coffee, 
tea sparingly. Increase regularity, 
ease aches and pains due to func- 
lion2d kidney disorders or your 
39c back at any drug store.
NOW at SANDHILL DRUG CO.
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’ee Chevrolet ImpcHa Sport Coape

4
’88 Chevrolet Impale it’s longer, lower, wider—with comforts that’ll have many

expensive cars fe^g a bit en'Vious.

The First Thanksgiving

’45 Chevelte Malibu Super Sport Coupe

’66 Chevelle Malibu It’s smoother, quieter—with V8’s available that COme OH tV 
to 350 hp strong. That’s right—350.

’55 Chevy U Nova i-Door Sedan

’65 Chevy n Nova It’s the liveliest, handsomest thing that ever happened to 
thrift. V8’s available with up to 300 hp.

New Corvair Corsa Sport Coupe

’65 Corvair Corsa It’s racier, it’s roomier—it’s a Corvair revolution all over 
again. With more rear-engine power.

More to see, more to t'ry in the cars rrtote people buy
Order a new Chevrolet, Chevelle, Chevy U, Corvair or Corvette now at your dealer*s

32-8035

If WICKS CHEVROLET COMPANY
207 N- POPLAR STREET ABERDEEN WI 4-2335

To the Pilgrim settlers, the first Thanksgiving 

Day must have seemed a long time in coming. 
Governor William Bradford told about it in bis 
History of Plymouth Plantation.

There were two years of suffering, hunger and 
even starvation before the first Bountiful harvest 
The first Thanksgiving came only after the CqJ* 
ony’s policy was changed to recognize the simple 
truth that each individual is entitled to the fruit of 
his own labors.

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, 
they established their community on the theory: 
“From each according to his ability; to each ac
cording to his need.”

This is the policy that was changed after two 
years of crop failures. Why did the idealistic sys
tem fail?

Oovemor Bradford explained:

“This community was found to breed 
much confusion and discontent. . . . 
For the young men that were most able 
and fitted for labor and service did re« 
pine that they should spend their time 
and strength to work for other men’s 
wives and children, without any recom
pense. The strong, or man of parts, had 
no more in division of victuals and 
clothes than he that was weak and not 
able to do a quarter the other could; this 
was thought injustice. ...

“And for men’s wives to he com
manded to do service for other men as 
dressing their meat, washing their 
clothes, etc.,, they deemed it a kind of 
slavery, neither conld many husbands 
well brook it. . . .”

Sut, wrote Bradford:

“God in His wisdom saw another 
course fitter for them.” This new course 
permitted each man to “plant for his 
own particular” and work or not work 
•—according tO his own desires.

“This had very good success; for it 
made all hands very industrious, so as 
much more com was planted than 
otherwise would have been by any means 
the Governor or any other could cause, 
and . . . gave far better content. The 
women now went willingly into the 
field and took their little ones with them
to set com. < n

The harvest came and Governor Bradford wrote:

“Instead of famine, now God gave 
them plenty, and the face of things was 
changed, to the rejoicing of the hearts 
of many, for which they blessed God. 
And the effect of their particular plant
ing was well seen, for all had, one way 
and other, pretty well to bring the year, 
about, and some of the abler sort and 
more indnstrions had to spare, and sell 
to others.”

JLhe Pilgrims rediscovered the truth that men 
rise to a hi^er level of achievement when they are 
free as individuals to own property and enjoy the 
fruits of their own labor. When society abides by 
this principle the harvest is cause for Thanksgiving.
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