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House In The Horseshoe 
Now State Historic Site

BY PEGGY HOWE
A brave Moore County woman 

defended her home with a 
pillowcase, saving the lives of her 
husband and children, and thus 
began the illustrious 200 year 
history of a house.

During the waning days of the 
Revolution, Whig (American 
sympathizer) Phillip Alston had 
gathered a band of 25 friends to 
defend his home against the ex
pected attack of the dreaded Tory 
(British supporter), David Fann
ing.

At dawn on Aug. 5, 1781, Fann
ing’s men advanced in three par
ties, taking the sentries by sur
prise, and startling the defenders 
still asleep on the porch of 
Alston’s plantation home, built in 
the horseshoe bend of the Deep 
River.

Shots rang out and penetrated 
the walls. The frightened Mrs. 
Alston perched her two young 
children atop a small table and 
shoved it into the large fireplace 
opening, the only place safe from 
the shots blasting through the 
clapboard house.

After watching several unsuc
cessful attempts to take the 
house, Mrs. Alston realized with 
horror that the attackers meant 
to bum her home by setting fire 
to a nearby oxcart and rolling it 
up to the house.

To save her family, Mrs. 
Alston, with perfect composure, 
tied a white pillowcase to a staff, 
opened the front door and stepped 
out. Fanning met her halfway 
and was informed that all in the 
house would surrender if he pro
mised none would be injured. 
Fanning, admiring her courage, 
agreed. The men surrendered 
and were immediately released.

So is told and retold the story of 
the Moore County “House in the 
Horseshoe.”

The house, now a state historic 
site under the direction of the 
state Department of Cultural 
Resources, is the site of a public 
reenactment of that skirmish 
each summer. The bullet holes, 
still marking the walls, are 
pointed out to visitors, as well as 
are the handsome woodwork and 
architectural details inside and 
out.

The architecture is that of 
coastal lowlands, a two-story 
frame house with gable roof and

HOUSE IN THE HORSESHOE — The Alston House, where a Revolu
tionary War skirmish took place, is now a State Historic Site.

chimneys at each end. A full- 
length shed porch shades each 
side.

Phillip Alston, described as 
Moore County’s first aristocrat, 
built the house about 1773 and it 
became the focal point of stirring 
scenes-military, political and 
social-including its most well- 
known episode above.

Alston had a distinguished 
military career, but his life was 
marked by a string of nefarious 
activities. In 1790 he sold the 
house in the river bend and mov
ed out of North Carolina,

In 1798 the famed “House in the 
Horseshoe” became the property 
of Gov. Benjamin Williams, a 
man of “irreproachable 
character,” beloved by all, con
trary to the atheistic Alston. 
Governor Williams enlarged the 
house by adding two wings with 
kitchen and master bedroom. He 
renamed the estate “Retreat,” 
and with his other holdings, 
became Moore County’s first 
large-scale cotton planter, as 
well as a four-term governor.

Williams’ career was 
distinguished. He served as a col
onel under George Washington, 
as a member of the first board of 
trustees of the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
in the national Congress at 
Philadelphia.

He died at Retreat on July 20, 
1814, in his 63rd year and is 
buried in the family cemetery 
nearby. Mrs. Williams survived 
her husband by three years and is 
buried beside him.

Their son, Benjamin William 
Williams, inherited the House in 
the Horseshoe and lived there 
alone until his marriage in 1820 to 
Mary Chalmers, daughter of 
Charles and Mary Chalmers of 
Fayetteville. A year later she 
died, probably in childbirth, and 
is buried in the Williams 
cemetery.

The governor’s son was mar
ried a second time, to Mary 
McBryde, but the Williams name 
was terminated since the only 
son, Benjamin Charles Williams, 
married but had no children.

After the death of Benjamin 
Williams, in 1845, Mary McBryde 
and her second husband. Dr. 
Charles Chalmers, were occupy
ing the House in the Horseshoe. 
Dr. Chalmers died in 1858 and his 
wife Mary in 1857.

The house then changed owners 
several times. One owner who 
bought the house about 1910, tore 
away the two wings built by 
Governor Williams and 
destroyed the outbuildings. The 
house was purchased and 
restored by the Moore County 
Historical Society in 1954, and the 
1955 General Assembly ap
propriated funds to reimburse 
the historical society. The house 
in the Horseshoe then belonged to 
North Carolina.

Visitors are welcome Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Admission 
is free.

The House in the Horseshoe 
State Historical Site is located 
near Carthage.
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Is Proud To Join The Celebration Com
memorating Moore County’s 200th An
niversary. We At Southern National Bank 
Are Happy To Have Been A Part Of Moore 
County’s Progress Over The Years.
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Two Convenient Locations To Serve Yon
Southern Pines ,..

200 S.W. Broad Street

Aberdeen...
Town & Country Shopping Center

692-7101
Southern National. 

A lot more bank
for your money

944-7124

^ axOHODOM&CO.
Proudly Salutes Moore County 

On Its 200th Birthday

As Moore 
County Did 200 
Years Ago, 
Moore Still 
Serves Her 
People, Her 
State And Her 
Nation...Dixon, 
Odom & Co. 
Continues That 
Proud Tradition 
Of Service...

In Addition To Providing Audit 
Accounting And Tax Services

Dixon, Odom offers a wide range 
of management services to 
businesses ranging in size from 
small proprietorships to large 
diversified corporations. We work 
with them to identify problems and 
develop solutions in such areas as:
• Preparing financial information 

for procuring funds.
• Planning for personal investment 

programs, tax minimization, 
retirement, estates and trusts.

• Planning for cash flow, capital 
structure, and debt management.

• Working with management to set 
and meet goals and objectives;

to project capital requirements; 
to recruit and train accounting 
personnel.

* Assisting in mergers, acquisi
tions, and corporate reorganiza
tions.

Assisting in the design and 
implementation of management 
information systems; cost 
accounting systems; payroll, ac
counts payable, and general 
accounting systems.
Reviewing and evaluating exist
ing accounting systems: internal 
control; procedures manuals.
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DIXCHCOCM&CO.
175 West New Hampshire Ave.

Southern Pines, N.C.
692-3543

Joe R. Honeycutt, Partner Scott Brewer, CPA


