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" FRANK THORNTON

A CRAND MARKED-DOWN SALE
Amounting fo more thanaQuarier ofa Million Dollars

- .-

JR YEARS PAST IT HAS BEEN MY CUSTUOM TO HAVE A GREAT CLEARING
S ALE privr to my annual inventory. Owing to bad weather and other reasonms, the
-ement of the beginning of this GIREAT REDUCUCTION in prices has beea de-

— —COMMENCING
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This Oﬂ‘erlng will Continue
UNTIL FEBRUARY 1, 1887.

The ahject of this ndurlion.‘i:r is mot t¢ work off sld goods, bul simply to reduce

Y1 B

jayel until RUW.

ctock. This may be cons an

EXTRAORDINARY SALE,

from the fact that it includes ZIEGLER BRUS' SHOES end other lines of goods that have
never before been offered at less than regular prices.

—t i AR —

fo begin: | make the following prices in

BLACK DRESS SILKS.

8 pieces at 49 cents per yard, former price 75.

@ pieces st 62} cents per yard, former price &5,

11 pieces at 82} cents per yard, former price 95.

7 pieces at §$1.05 per yard, former price S1.25.

3 pices Black 8ilk Rhadame reduced from $1.40 to $1.10.
4 pieces Black Silk Tricotine repuced from $1.75 to $1.45.
8 pieces Blrek Satin Duckess reduced from $1.85 te $1.43.
$&* These goods were all good value at the original prices.

COLORED DRESS SILKS.

In (hese goods I show s full line in Solid Colors, Steiped, Checked and Brocades, and
will sell them at a price that you will be willing to pay. Call and see them.

ALL-WOOL DRESS GOODS.

In thie department it will be impessible to give prices of anything like the eutire stock, but
te give you :: idea of how cheap I am offering the.Ei goods I will mention : Al!-woul Tricots
@ inches Wide, 42 cents ; regular price 60 cents. All-wool Tricots, 54 inches wide, B0 cents ;
peguiar price $1,00.  Uriental Silk—somgthing new this season, and ag~ods that can be worn
il the year vound, 32 cents: worth 50 cents. _ _ =

I considder it only necessary to say that the entire stock of Dress Goods inclading Black
Cashmere, Silk W Henrietta Cloths, Camels Hair (loth. Diagonals, Satin Berbers, Serges,
Qrape Cloth and all the low-priced Dress Geods will be sold at prices reduced in proportien to
fhese [ have mentioned.

FPILANINEILS.

227 pisces White Flaanel from 8 cents to the best, 132 pieces Red Flannel, including the
very hest Medicated Twilled. 16 pieces Gray Twilled Flanuel. You mav mever have another
®uch opj ortumity of supplying yourself with these goods.

BLANKETS.

The Iargest assortment ever shown in the State, and while these goods are wortha pre-
mivm 1 have marked them down to correspend in price with the balance of the stock.

 CARPETS.,

4 suporh line of over 200 pieces in all grades, prices reduced to figures that -ill astonish you.

LADIES, WRAPS.

A geod assortment of New Markets, Short Wraps and Jackets with the piice taken off.

UNDER WEAR

The assortment in both quality and sizes has been kept up through the reason in this de.
partment and ! can supply any demand and at the same reduction in prices as in other lines
of greds.

HAMBURGC EDCINC AND LACES.

[ have mare of these goods than I want. Come and select what you want and 1 will make s
price to suit you.

CORSETS.

A complete line of the best Corsets, in both_American and French makes. Prices reduced

Hoisery.

In thic department the stock is complete in all lines. Ladies’, Misses', Children's, Men's
and ller 5. Prices low.

Ready=-Made Clothing.
This sweeping reduction in prices takes in my eatjre stock of ccdé!mle (lothing. and

R
wniene GELEBRATED PEARL SHIRT.
NOTHING IS EXCEPTED. THE WHOLE STOCK GOES.

SAMPLES AND ORDERS.

%7 fcilities in this line of dealing are vnsurpassed. Orders by mail and requests for
®nples have attention the same day they are received, and we solicit hoth.

FRANK THORNTON

FAYETTEVILLE, N. C

e ————————
WHERE TO BUY YOUR DRUGS

Ve
e

T. R. HOOD,

¥ DrRUGGIST
TEE QLDEST DRUG ﬁ;o?ﬂis.ﬂ IN SMITHFIELD!

Woald remind my friends that his house is now filled with a seleet stock of

PURE DRUGS, PATENT MEDICINES, STATIONERY

10ILET ARTICLES, BOOKS, CIGARS AND TOBACCO,

ICECOLDSODA ANDVARIOUS MINERAL WATERS,

3t 1
0

I HAVE THE AGENCY FOR THE CELEBRATED

. B. SEELEY RUBBER TRUSSES!

I GUARANTEE A PERFECT FIT IN THESE GOODS.
— O b —

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF P SOON, CALL AT MY STORE
AND GET A COLOR SHEET AND EXAMINE MY LARGE SroCK OF

WHITE LEAD, OILS AND COLORS,

Fhe Smithfield Kerald.

T. F. BOOKER, PRroPRIETOR.

One Dollar & Fifty Cents per year.

PUBRLISHED WEEKLY BY

F. T. BOOKER.

Entered in the Post Office at Bmithfield as
Becond Class matter.

CHIRISTMAS MUSINGS.

BY MAMIE HATCHER.

Thinking, thinking, thinking,
Thinking all the day,
Of the little fingers,
DBusy at their play ;
Of the little voices,
Shouting glad huzzahs,
And the little “‘toeses’
Climbing o'er the bars ;
Of the little noses,
Red as birdies feet,
Darting through the hedges,
Falling in the street;
Of the ‘‘chitterschatter’ —
Teeth as white as pearl,
Dipping in the batter—
Soiling pretty curl.

Thinking, thinking, thinking,
Thinking all the night,
- How we shall surprise them,
Every little sprite,
Ranta Claus is coming —
This is Christmas eve—
He's a jolly fellow,
8o we make-believe.
We must get the “good-things',
Harg them on the trees,
Filling ev'ry stocking.
Wishing but to pluase,
Thea for happy faces,
Lavghing loud and long,
Joining in the chorus
Of the Christmas song.

Thinking, thinkiag, thinkiag,
Thinking every hour,

That, of all the blessings,
From the tiny flow'r

To the dawn of moruing,
There is none so sweet,

As the one of owning
Precious little feet.

If "tis thus we pride them,
Idels of our heart,

Oh ! do let us guide them
From the tempters dart,

Lend them gently onward,
Up the slip'ry height,

By-and-by we'll reach il—
Land ot love and light.

FOREST HOME, X. C. prc. 24, " %6,

“THE EASTERN DESPATCH®

The New Freight Line Via New
Barme. )

Mr. E. T. Warer, of Wilmington,
Delaware, representing the Wilmiogton
Steamship Co., in thke pew combination
koown a: “The Eastern Despatch” was in
the city yesterday. He expects to have a
steamer on the new line by the first of
Fcbruary. In coaversation with Mr.
Warner at his mom at the Gaston [louse,
we asked :

«Mr. Warner, I see a statement in the
New York Tribune.that the water lines
doing busiuess North of Norfolk have
called & meeting, to—day I believe, for the

of forming & pool. What effect
will this pocl have on The Eastern De
spatch.’”’

“Well, I can't tell what effect it will
have, but [ am sure it will not prevent the
boats of The Eastern Despatch comiag on.
I ume the various lines doing business
at Norfolk and peinte North bave for
some'ime been engaged in  fghting
freights but have now councluded to call a
meeting and come to terms. I doa’t sup-

it will have any reference to points
south of Norfolk, though 1 can't tell at
this time.”

«[ presume you will solicit fireight at
New %eme as well as making a comneec-
tion for the A, & N. R. C. Railroad.

“Oh, yes. We ecxpect te carry any-
thing in the freight line and propoee to |
give yom quick and safe service.” ;

«Will not your wuterest in carrying

truck conflict with that of the il
road ?"' ]
“Not at all. Wep to give such

quick service that we will induce track to
come down the railraad instead of going
up. We will be able to put truck ia the
Northern markets twelve hours earlier
than you have had it heretofore. And if
we can do it quick and as cheap as any
ome it scems to us that we ought to have
a liberal patronage. We are not comiong
to fight any ether line, though we are pre
for it."

Mre. Warner is a ver{. clever gentleman
and is hopeful of establishing a lize that
will be profitable to his company and of
great bencfit to the community. OF
course, we are ready to welcome any en-
terprise that is capable of benefiting the
community, and as this starts out for that

rpose, we extend it a hearty welcome.

n the meantime, we shall watch the pro-
gress of events and endeavor to k our
readers posted.—New Berne Jowrna

The Interstate Commerce Bill.

The Secoate's action on the Interstate
Commeerce biil is a source of profound sat-
isfaction to the vast majority of the peo-
ple. Though the measure has yet to
cowe before the House, the im is
that the vattle is substantially won. It
may be mevertheless, that those interested
in opposing it have, for reasons best keows
to themselves, reserved their ammunition
for use in the Iatter body.

We incline to the belief, however, that
the large vote by which the bill was car-
ried through the Sepate is to be attriba-
ted to the unmistakable strength of public
sentiment in its favor, and that the same
cause will render futile any attempt to
defeat it in the House,

Sow services ; sweet remembrances

will mﬁu them.—De Sjacl,

STATE LEGISLATURE.

SATURDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
SENATE.

RanEien, Jan, 26th—The following
bills passed their third reading:

To require banks incorpurated in the
state, or private banks, to make a semi-
annual statement to the state treasurer.

To amcnd section 362 of the Uode, re«
lating te the public printing, was engross-
ed and sent to the House.

To amend cha 88, private laws of
1870-71,(to prohiblt the sale of liquor
within a half mile of the fair ground in
Halifax, during the fair.)

Mr. Adams offerd an amendment, by ad-
ding that it should sot ibit a man from
selling wheén he was doing a continuous
business )

The bill as amended its third rea-
ding, wﬁs en bet,t.u sent to the House.

A bi c ptotection of me-
chanics and laborers. -

Mr. Clark moved that this bill be re-
ferred to the judiciary committee ; carried.
HOUSE.

Mr. Abell, presented a petition from
citizens of Johnston county, asking for a
lien law for medical service.

Billsintroduced : To make adistinction
between grand and petit larceny.

To repeal the law against carrying con-
cealed weapons.

To amend sectivn 2566 of the Code re-
lating to the school law. Education.

To incorporate the Carolina Manufac-
turing Company.

To amend chapter 34 of the Code rela-
ting to denistry.

To alter article 13, section 1, of the
coustitution, giving magistrates jurisdiction
in reliz larceny cases.

I. B, 338, to amend the charter of the
South Atlantic & NorthwesteraR. R. Co.
to rtn from Smithville, N. C.; to Bristol,
o'l'enn., paseed sccond reading, 87 ayes, noes
MONDAY'S PROCEEDINGS.

: SENATE
The following bills were Jost om their

second reading :

To facilitate the trial of causes (tabled);
to amend sestion 3405 of the Code; to
provide for stenographers in certain cases;
to amend section 207 of the laws of 1883!
to protect real estate from traud and per-
jury ; concerning. the evidence of accor
plices ; for the regulation of making 4
cases on appeal,

The bill relating to damages
casioned by negligence, Fﬁd its secor
and third reading. '

Bill for the relief of tax collectors as'd
sheriffs, empowering them to collect arres's
of taxes.—Passed its third reading.

Bill to prevent dealing in futures.

Mr: Pou said, that it would only make
the law in rd to gambling apply ‘o
dealing in f;fﬁ:as, and no one could leg#l-
ly collect a note ot this character.

The Bill passed its second rcading.

HOUSE.

The following bills were introduced.
To amend chapter 173, section 25, laws
1883, regulating fees of registers of deeds.

To reguiate the sale of sced cotton.

To amend section 3751 of the Code.

To amend chapter 49 of the Code.

To amend chapter 175, laws 1885.

To amend chapter 175, section 34, of
an act to raise revenue.

Tv amend chapter 214, laws 1883, giv-
ing a pension to widows of Confederate
soldiers who died from disease.

To establish and locate the boundary
line between Harnett and Moore counties

To prevent polygamous marriages.

H. B. 239, to amend chapter 204 laws
1885 so as to take the counties of Lenoir,
Duplin, Green, Yadkin, Pitt, Sampson,
Wake, Wayne and Edgecome from under
the provisions of the bird law, passed its
third reading.

The report of the committee on privi-
lege: and elections in favor of W. W, Far-

| mer, the sitting member from Wilson

county, was unanimous!y adopted.

Mr Pritchard intoroauced a resoluticn
in favor of payieg G. W. Stanton, the
contestant for the zeat of W. W. Farmer,

diem while contesting for the scat.

Mr. Pritchard thought it the custom of
the House and hopod the resolation would
be adopted.

Mr.Lyon opposed the resolution ; thouget
it wrong to pay the per diem of any men
who chouse to contest seats ot members
without haviog sufficient grounda.

Mr. Sutton was op to the rescla
tion, and thought the House shouid refuse
to offer a premium to men who wished to
contest a member’s seat.

Nr. York thought it was the custom
both here and at Washington to pay the

diem of contestants, but would offer a
EI: this session to require that all evidence
in centested cases shall |-e taken by depo-
sition, and not bring witnesses here, thus
breaking up the eld method of paying two
members. The resolution was adoptad.

I1. B. 60, to incorporate the town ef
Dunn, in Harvett county, was re referred
to the committee on corporations.

TUESDAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
SENATE.

A bill on its second readicg to amend
section 3724, of the Code, to raise the
saleries of superior court judges and to
prevent them, and the suprcme court
judges from accepting free passes. Amend-
ment offered by the committee, that a sum
of $500 be allowed each superior court
judge, payable quarterly, for travelling
expenses. After a long discussion, the
bill was tabled.

Bill to prevent buying and selling fa-
tures passed its third reading.

HOUSE.

Tlie committes on privileges and elce-
tions reported that in the contested case of
Hussey vs. Lave from Craven county,
they found that J. K. Hussey had re-
ceived a majority of the votes cast, was

duly clected and entitled to his seat. A
minority report was also presented.

The following bills were introduced :

To repgeal section 1799, of the Code re-
lating to crop lien law.

To amend sgection 2017, of the Code, re-
lating to public roads.

Bill for the relief of widows of Con-
federate suldiers, who died trom sickness
in the war.

Bill to amend section 3739 of the Code,
relating to fees of clerks of superior conrts..

Bill to provide morc adequate pay for
jurors. 3

Bill to enlarge the jurisdiction of May-
ors and other chief cfficers of towns and
cities.

Bill to amend section 3689 of the Code.
Bill to amend chapter 234 laws of 1885.

The bill to rcpeal the Wake county
stock law was taken up, and the minor-
ity report of the committee was rerd. The

Lill iamed its third reading.

e hour for the special order having
arrived, H. B. 17, a bill to be entitled *‘an
act to repeal the present system of county
goverament and restore to the people the
right of local self government,” was taken
nr. Pending discussion of this bill the
House adjourned.

GLENWOOD NOTES.

Reported for the llerald by Our
Regular Reportier.

The Glenwood “Teacher’s Reading Cir
cle,” organized for 1887, has elected the
following officers : President, Principal
D. L. Ellis; 1st Vice President, Mr. A. H.
Williams; 2nd Vice President, Miss W.A.
Carver; Secretary, Mr. R. D. Kenaedy.
The “Uircle” mects every two weeks for
discussi: ns, study, &e.

A former pupil of Glenwood School,
Miss Janio Williams, is again with us.
Many more new pupils are expected soon.

The January number of the Glenwood
Monthly will appear this weck. In many
respects it will b: more valuable than any
previous issue.

Mr. E. L Parker, of Avcrasboro, isat
Glenwood attending school. We are much
plessed to have him amongz our number of
etudents.

The Editor of the Glenwood Monthly
was clected President of the Teachers' As-
sociation ol Johnston couuty, at Smithfield
on 15¢h inst.

The young people of Glenwood have a
“Teasing Club”—it is perpetually in ses-
sion, and from its wmembers issue more
“pleaguc” than from ary other similar
source in the State. We venture the as
sersivn that not a single matrimonial alli-
ance will be made in this section in the
next ten ycars, on account of the new club.
better “zo slow,” young people, or your
nonsense will rccoil on the heads of a race
of “old maids” about 1895 We have seen
a whole city go begging fur “husband tim-
ber,"” just on this one account.

We welcome Mr. J. F. Grantham, of
Wayne, to our community and sche 1. He
was one of our best pupi's in 1884, when
we taught ect ool in Wayne county.

Mr: Underwood, who has been quite
unwell, for the past week, is regaining her
usual health, we are glad to note.

On 28th, Friday afterno n, the Princi-
pal of Glenwood school will lecture upon
the subject, “Aleoholism in 1887.”

Mr, Jue Frank Westbrook, zave the
Muscum another specimen of his hand
work, last week—a pair of handmade weod-
en nippers, cut out of a solid picce of
wood.

Qur young friend, Mr. Joe D, Under-
wood, salesman with Wm. M. Sanders, of
Smithfield, N. C., paid us a visit last Sun-
day. Joe is a geocral favorite, and every-
body is delighted to have him come to
Glenwood,

Miss Mamie Carver, of our school, re-
ceived a bex of fine Oranges last week from
her brother who is living in  Flor.da, and
she gave her wumcrous friends a luscicus
“treat”’—one good turn deserves another
Miss Maumie, and so we hopé you will “do
similar,” as Artemas Ward says, again,
sometime. E.

The Reidsville Fire.

The most destruceive fire that has ever
visited Reidsville, occurred on Sunday last.
At about 1 o'clock the alarm of fire was
given, and the bar room belonging to
Overby was discovered to be on fire. The
firc company responded promptly, but ow
ing to the fact that the hose to the engine
was not of sufficient length, they were
helpless so far as the engine was concerned.
The fire reached to and consumed R. S.
Thomas' bar room, on the south, then ex-
tended north to Harris & Bros, store, bar-
ned the Ilarris block, which was owned by
Rev. J. M. Harris, and occupied by W.
M. Giles & Co, hardware ; R. M. Miller.

ies and confectioneries ; (one room
was used for the storage of tobaceo), J.
P. Ellington & Co, grocencs and confee-
tionerics, and a sample room used by the
Piedmont Hotel. The Fiedmont Hote!
next took fire and was destroyed, and then
the feed store of Daniel & Co., which is
situated between the hotel and Star Ware-
house, which 1s operated by Watt Bros &
Womack, was Jdestroyed, and was the next
heavy loss. There were a good many things
saved, but in somewhat of a damaged con-
dition. The loss is estimated from fiftv to
seventy-five thousand dollurs; amount of
insurance unknown. When the firc com-
ny discovered that their hose was not long
enough, they immediately telegraphed to
Panville for one thousand fect of hose
which was sent, but reached them after the
firc was under control. The flames were
under coatrol at 4:30.

Last night the alarm of fire was azin
given ; the dwelling house of Woodson
Small; colored, was found to be on fire,
and was cansumed. — News and Observer.

I hate 10 see a ;.h?n;.v: done l;} halves ; if

it be right, do it boldly; if it be wrong,
leave it undone.— G'ilpin.

BURNING QUESTION.

COUNTY-GOVERNMENT LAW
INTHE OLD NORTI STATE

THE QUESTION OF REPEAL—DEBATE
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS—
GENERAL NEWS NOTES.

Raveran, N. (., January 25.—1In the
Senate to-day bills were introduced to pre-
vent preferred creditors in assignments and
to incorporate the Manly and Troy Railway
Company. The bill to amend the Code
80 a8 to increase the salaries of Superior
Court judges and to prevent them or jus-
tices of the Superior Court from taking
free passes caused sharp debate. It was
finally tabled. The scssion ot the House
was of great interest.

In the econtested-clection, case from
Craven county Dr. York, as chairman of
the Privileges and Elections Committee re-
Emed that the committee had decided that

ussey, the negro Republican, wzs entitled
to the seat held by Lane, white Democrat.
The minority report in favor of Lane was
presented, and the matter went over until
to-morrow.

Among the many bills introduced the
only ones of interest were as follows: To
repeal the crop lien law ; to allow pensions
to widows of soldiers who died of diseases ;
to establish a meral college ; to regulate
freight charges and prevent diserimination
thercin,

The House tovk up the unfinished busi-
ness, Which was the bill to repcal the Wake
county stock luw. After a warm debateit
passed the second reading by 60 to 47 amid
applause on the Repubiican side.

THE COUNTY-GOVERNMENT LAW,

The great event of the day was the
gpecial order—Pinnix’s bill to repeal the
courty-government law. An amendment
in the nature of a sabstitute was introdu-
ced by Pritchard (Rcpublican) to make
the number of commissioners three iastead
of five. The reading of the bill and substi -
tutc was heard with close attention by the
members and the general publie, the lat-
ter packing the lobbies and gzalleries.

Pinnix, the author of the bill, made the
opening speech. It was a bitter attack
upon the Demoerats, charging them
with political cowardice, contempt for the
wishes of the people, and failure to do jus-
tice to the nezro. He also stated that the
policy of the Democratic Administration
had been to degrade the State, to take
away the freedom of the people, and to
stop imamsigration. Pmnix isa poor speak-
er, and his effort was a rank failure. -

AN ABLE SPEECH.

He was fullowed by Holt, wlho made an
able speech in defence of the county-govern- |
ment law and of the Dessorratic policy and
work in general. He showed that sinee the
county government andthe wise adminis-
tration of the finances had brought about
by the Demoerats immigration has become
a reality, and theeredit of the State was
higher than ever before.

Pritchard (Republican) made a bitter
speech against the present  county govern-
ernm:nt law. [le said the Democrats were
afraid of the people, and declared that  the
county comuissioners were spending the |
people’s money and  had in seme cases run
down the credir of the counties. Ile said
that the magistrates and commissioners |
were not the choice of the people of the
State, and that the commissicoers cared
nothing for the people’s wishes. He said
this count y-government law was a new law
gotten up by the Democrats, and engineerea
through the western counties by meaas ot
allegations that the negroes were oppresss
irg the white people of the western eoun-
tieS

Turner, another Republican made a

| semewhat similar attack upoa the Deno-

crats. He declared that such measures
against the libertics of the people are sel-
dom repealed save by resolutions.

AN INDEPENDENT.

Lindsay, of Rockingham, Iudependent,
made one of the best speeches of the day
—oclear and logical. He antagonised the
bill, saying that as an Independent he  de-
sired to speak. He showed that the
county-goverment law was by no means a
new Democratic scheme, but that it was
established in 1780 by the founders of the
(Constitution, and extended unul 1860.
Not only were magistrates during that
thirty years elected by the Legislature, but
the judges wercalso. e believed in your
old ways, and said the conservative people
favored the present law. The last speech
of the day was made by Wells (Republi-
can), of Buncombe, who dcelared that the
present law was simply outrageous.

At 2 o'clock the House adjourned, and
the bill went over until to-morrow.

WILL BE DEFEATED.

Richmond Pearson told me that the vote
in the Houase on cither Pinnix's or Pritch-
ard’s bill would be ayes 51, noes 60—so
that either will be defeated. Speaker-
Webster told me the same thing, and says
that Lindsay's position is that of the oth-
er [ndependents on this question. Webeter
says a bill will be introduced later, which
will receive the support of the Independents,
yroviding for so amending the Constitutivn
as to allow the people to vote upon the
question of county cummissioners by pop-
ular vote, such commigsioners to be re-
quired, before raking office, to give bond
in the sum of 82,500, to be approved by
the judge of the Superior Court. The
magistrates arc to be appointad by the
Legislature, and not to be eligible to a po-
<ition on the Board of Commissioners, the
prwer of such mugistraies to be tuken
away so fur as levying taxes in conaection
with the comwissioners.—Cor. Richmoud
Dispatch.

It may be like cutting off the right
hand to & ve up an associate when you love
him, but it may be necessary. Ifso, don’t
hesita.e. Tt is better to strugule upwards
alone, than to sink dowonward in the most
pleascnt company.—Argosy.

" NO. 33

RAIN OR RUIN,

The Drouzial in Texas Extends
ing Over the Entlire State_

GALVEsTeN, January 23.— Dispatches
| from almost every quarter of Texas during
| the past ten days exhibit a zeneral anxiety
throughout the confines of Texas over the
grolon;:ed and unbroken drought. ‘the
ignal Service for the past three weeks
has frequently predicted rain for Nerthern,
Eastern, Central and Scuthern Texas, but
oot a drop has fullen, except along the
*Soulhern bord:r, where it was least ueced-
ed. No rain has fallen in these sections
since the 1st day of last Scptember —four
and a half months.

Merzhants who have been engazed in
business in this city for the last thirty
years say that such an absence of rain du-
ring the full and winter months was never
before known within their memory.

Reports from cattle and sheep districts
dv not as yet chronicle any serious loss of
stock by reason of the drought, but the re-
gult is none the less disastrous, as the vast
cattle ranges are rapidly drying up, no
new grass is sprouting forth, and the ulti-
mate ;loss is 1nevitable. Stock men who
have just returned from the Southwestern
portion of the State, beyond and below
San Antonio, tell of riding for days over
praries covered with parched grass, a dis—
trict of Texas which in past years has al-
ways been clad in green verdare.

In the great Pan Handle region, lying
porth of the Texas and Pacific Railway,
the prayer among the stock men is Rain |
rain ! Widespread alarm ex sts among the
cattle men, many of whom sce ruin staring
them in the face during the coming your,
unless rain, copious rain, shall speciily
come to revive the berbage of thac vast
section.

In Northern and Cuntral Texas, around
Dallas, Waco, Fort Worth and Sherman,
the small grain section of the State, the
situation is no better than in the cattle
district. Winter wheat fields must all be
ploughed up in the spring, thus rendering
the outlook for the farmer cxceedingly
gloomy.

The cotton crop will also fall this year
100,000 bales balow the general averace.

Items From Wilson®s Mills,

Moviag seems to be the order ot the
day in these parts. However, no one has
lett our neighborhood. Several familics
have cumne in our midst since the first ot
1887.

Messrs. J. A. & C. M. Wilson are in-
ercasing their number of tenement houses
by about a third of a dozen.

The citizens of Wilson's Mills precinet
met here last Saturday and layed off boun-
daries and drafted a petition for a new
township, to be known as Wilson’s Mills
Township. The petition is now being
circulated and will be presented to the
Legislature after a sufficiecnt number of
signers has been secured.

Owing to the very inclement weather
J. A. Wilson & Co., have done but little
work within the past month; but they
are at work now, and in {ull blast. If yeu
want a house built as cheap and as good as
any onc can do it apply to this cnterpris-
firm.

The present term of Johoston [Hizh
School bids fair to be even better than
last. Several additiens this tezm and the
principal is expeeting sevial others,

Mrs. Delia Page of Fayetteville spent

scveral days last week visiting her sister
Mrs J. B. Hororine. Mrs. Page is a
very pleasant and accompli<hed lady, and
we hope her stay can be longer next
time.

Mr. L. J. Wilson manipulates the key

of a telegraphie instrument at the depot

now. Perhaps we can have 2 Signal Ser-

vice Station here after he learns the art.
A.

Little Cooper Noles.

As your valuable and highly appreciated
paper 18 an indispensable visitor to us and
we all look with eagerness for its arrival
each week perhaps a few dots from these
rural regions will interest some of your
many readers.

Mr. James W. Branham, one of upper
Johnsion’s cleverest youne men, has ac-
cepted a school in Wilders Townskip.

Mr,Joo H.Branham has returned home
from Smithficld, at which place he has
been engaged as  salesman in the Racket
Store, which has chaazed hands. The
former well known proprictor of that store
spent a few days ia our midst before de-
parting ~for his home in Wake count;.
The young people (and some of the old
ones) made his stay very pleasant. It is
almost perceptible that cupid will silently
call him on another visit 1n the near fu-
ture,

Mr. Editor this section has arrived at
an age of progress—all by one of our in-
dustrious men. Why ! one of our genius
yeomen has cut and made him a brand
spanking new sumit by himself. Come up
when you need trousers, and Mr. J. will
fit youto a “T.”

Another man has discovered and will
patent, we expect, another great remedy
for all diseascs. When this iz broucht
forward, our people will not want many

drugs, 1 hope. If you can spare enough
space I will give its pame—~Green’s High
Tonie Blood Purifier.

Mr. Editor, isit unlawful to hun! on
the Sabbath? As you are a J. P., will you
inform me wkether it is or not.  1f it is
[ propuse to  prosecule a ceriain young
school teacher for hunting minks Sunday.

I will elose for the waste basket may
devour these lines and I will never feel like
contributing for publication again.

ANONYMOLS,

The darkest hour in the history of any
young man is when he sits down to study
how te get money without honestly carnirg
it.— Horace Greeley.
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