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It GREAT SWERR RO -

New Year’'s Resolutlons
In the Town of
Cactus, Colo.

Summary of Sins Shows Su-
periority to Spotted Pun.
-—— e —-

E
here in Cactus Town,
So wie sorter been a-takin'
stock when Mow Year time comes
roun’.
It's customary =t that time your habits
bad to doff,

80 we held a public meetin' that we
termed the Great Swear Off.

We tackled fust the drinkin’, but we
couldn’'t seem to find

That there'd been so much carousin’
that the public orter mind;

There hadn’t been no killin's—'less it
wzas some five or six

Who had learned that booze and pow-
der wasn't ever made ta mix.

Wil TACELED FUST THE DHINKIN',

"lowed we'd leave, tna drinkin’
£l t any swear off clause,
And we started in at roundin’ up some
other sinful cause;
We couldn't swear off cussin’, fer Bear
Hawkins riz to sa
If that there safety valvs is shet you'll
bust some worser way.

8o we

We took up forms o' gamblin' that
some people think is crime,

But we 'lowed the games was honest,
a-follerin' that time

When we found some extry aces in the
sleeva o' Poker Bill

And we give him perm’nent guarters

on the sicpe of old Boot Hill
Bo, after careful thinkin' and a pain-
ful nin' up,

Wa conciuded we was better than the
tewn of Epotted Pup,
And as long a3 we was feadin’
higher I’ fa, by jing!
There was ree'y no good reason for
our swearin' off a thing.
——-Dn-\'ver Republican,

in the

h"‘a’ YEA CALLS.
Levelers of Socizl Barriers a Genera-
tien Asgo.

“It 1s nr*.n sn1u|um d that the prac-
tlice of making cialls on New Year's
day is a f the barbarous past
apdd that It Is dying slowly oot.,” reads
the Chicago Trilmpe of Jan. 2, 18378.
“Thls appears to be unfounded. Nev-

er did the streers appear liveller on
New Year's day thano they did yester
day. Not n vehicle could be obtained
from a lvery stuble for love or mon-
ey. Every young tmmn who had saved
I_‘fif.‘ﬂ'gh l{]tlll*"‘\‘ 1o sectre i curringe or
slelgh on that day took one, aud calis
wete mude with censeless regularity
throughout the entire day.”

Heve the wrliter Indulges in a Ittle |

moraiizing which contrastod the cierk

nud the milllonaire. OF the,clerk bhe

BOYSE:

‘He wis enguged In the same oceu-
pation with iis boss aud waos recelved
in the boss' own elrele of ae
ances with just as mueh cordiallty and
warith a8 the wealthy gentletuan

whose behests throughout the year he
had tremulously obeyed. He strayed
fromm house to house, ventnving into

regions be searcely wonld have dared
under other cireitmstances tg approaeh,
for custom gives the lowly permis-

glon to enter ou New Year's day where
uuder other circumstances his appear-
coce would be an introsion.
Year's Is the great leveler of shioddy-
fam, for to stray Into the elegantly
carpefed domain of the rich parvenn
nfter leaving the gulet cottage where
the true nobility of enlture and breed-
ing is the only claim Jms sometimes
place the ignorant nabob a little lower

in one's estimation than one formerly

thought possible.”

Dancing Round the Apple Tree.
The Saxons in

Year's eve, singing a song, to insure
n good erop, and bells were rang to
announce the Cdeath of the old year
and gsher fn the birth of the new. In
other parts of Enginnd at midnight
the house (loor facing the wesat wus
opened to let ount the old year, while
the door facing the east was opened to
welcome the blithe new year.

like to faller customs out |

New |

“yva olden tyme” used |
to dance around an apple tree on New |

A NEW YEAR INJUSTICE.

The Barkeeper Complains of U\o Good
Resolution Habit.
“John, I'll have to lay you off for the
Jrst two weeks of the new year. You,
[ Harey, will have to lay off a week.”
The spwaker, a lean man, stood in a
,splondl;l undd spacious beer saloon, a
i lace of poilshed mabogauy, onyx col
umns, great mirrors and large paint-
,lngs of beautiful women. Ropes and
| wrenths of evergreen twined about the

{ plllars and the electroliers, and on the |

massive bar stood a bowl of free
punch, for it wes New Year's day.

“Yes, boys,” sald the lean man,
“yon’ll have to go.

“What for, boss? asked the young-
er of the two bartenders. Mechanle-
ally with his woolen bar cloth he pol-
izghed the bar till it shone again, and
anxiously he guzed In his employer's
fuce.

“Why, Jolhin, you ought to know
what for.”

The saloon keeper spoke Impatiently.
A fat man entered from the street, ap-
proached the bar with reluctant steps,
then all of a sudden turned hurriedly
and departad,

“Well, I'll be danged!” said Bartender
John, “That's the fourth fellow has
done that this mornin’. What's it mean
anyway '

“You onght to know what it means,
John," wvepeated the saloon keeper.
“It's meaning is the cause of your sus-
pension.”

“Yes, Jolin,” the man resumed; “your
suspension s caused by the New
Year's swenr off of that fellow and
thousands lke him. All over the broad
land, John, countless numbers of men
swear off drinking for n year on New
Year's day. Half of them stick to
their swear off for a week, and the
other half, with just a few exceptions,
stick to It for two weeks. Those
two weeks of January, John, are al-
wnys the two poorest weeks on the
publican’s calendar. He can't pay ex-
penses; hence he retrenches; hence he
lays off prudent, industrious young
chaps like you—chaps with a bit put
by, so that they can stand a little idle-
ness without privation.”

“All rlght. But sald John sulkily—
“but 1 ain't got nothing put by, and I
think It's a shame that my poor wife
and Innocent babe have got to suffer
at this joyous hollday season through
the swenr off of a lot of foolish,
thoughtless men. It don't seem right
nor just."—Philndelphia Bulletin,

THE CH!LDREN'S HOLIDAY.

In China New Year’s Is the
Ones’ Great Festival.
Except at the Chinese New Year,
which comes in Februa®y, it is very
hard to catch a glimpse of children In
Chinn,  Little beggars will run beside
you for miles to earn 1 ecash, a
copner coln with a square hole in the
middle of It, worth the twentleth of a
cent, but children who have parents
to care for them seem to be kept In-
doors nll the time or only allowed to
play in walled yards and gardens. We
used to say to each other: “Why, where
are the chlldren? Haven't they got
any?" But at New Year's we found
out that they had. This is the great
holiday of all the year In China, when
r hangs out fiags and colorad
lanterns and sets off firecrackers,
harrowed onr cuostom
for the Foeurth of July

Little

‘;\-‘.!-‘-I_-,‘

New Yeur's) Al the people put on
their best clothes and the children the
best of all, Jackets and trousers of

bright blue or green or yellow or pur-
ple, the boys and the girls so much
alilze that you can only tell them ap: it |
by thelr hair. The I- " of course i |
bratded In a plgtail,
donhe 1[1 -on her he ul with silver pins
or, If she's o very grand little glrl, with
gold or Jmie. Thus decked ont, the
children Iking with thelr prowl
papas an s and often go to
the thea which Is a rare treat for
them.

Perhaps Chinese children have romp-
Ing plays tozether, but they always
look as if they were barn grown op.—
8t. Nlcholas
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Where Now Year's Lasts a Month.

The celebration of XNew Year's s
carrledl on more extensively in Japan
than in any other country. The reason
for this ean oaly be accounted for by
the fact that the custom has Dleen
handed (]-n'.'n 'rur. succepding genera-
tions for centurles, The time the 0c- |
casion ins u! F0s H dhite lengthy, last.
| Ing from the 13th of December (Koto |
Hajlme—viz, beginming of things) to
the 16th of Jannery (Hokonin no yabu-
irh, which ts apprentices’ holiday. On
both of the oceaslons

composed of red beans, rice,
| siced fish and konoyaka root.

| Is eates

| Every Littla Bit Helps.

“You say you encournged our friend
to make another New Year's resolu-
| tion 7"

“1 di4," answered the
| heart Is all right,

“But don’t yon know
at the end of six weeks at the least
calenlation ¥

“T hope pot,

man whose

And even If he does

A Persuader.

“Did youn make any New Year's reso-
lution? asked Miss Miami Brown.

“No” onswered Mr. Erastns Plpok-
ley, **but 1 done persuaded Mistah Colll-
flower to make one, After 1 got thoo
wil: bim at de las’ parlor soclal he
was willin' to promise dat he'd sfop
tryin' to plek *s
ever.,”

. Revised Version.
I remember, I remember,
The housa where | was born
And a'so the jnnitor, bellboy, butcher boy,
haker boy, boothimck, elevator man,
wrDCer's tm
And newasboy Cbrl.lm'lu morn.
—~New York Bun.
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A DUTCH NEW YEAR,

Old Time Hospitality In the Mo-
hawk Valley.

—_—

CAKES BY BUSHEL BASKET.

Honeet Graft For the Matutinal Milk-
man—Rum Toddy the Official Drink.
Festive Day For the Faithful Farm
Hand—Open House Everywhere,

Thete was no day of the year so gen-
ernlly, particularly and joyously cele-
Lrated in the Mobhawk valley by the
early Dutch settlers and by their de-
sremdauts us New Year's, and when
Jan and Barent met Bjbertje and En-
gletje early on a bright, frosty New
Year's morning the religious and some-
what formal greeting was when put
luto Eunglish:

“1 wish yon a bappy New i'enr.
Long may you live. Much may you
give and happy may you die and in-
bherit the kingdom of heaven by and
by.ll

The preparations for the New Year's
hospitalities were begun by the moth-
ers and their daughters frequently as
soon as the first frost and snow made
their appéarance, for there was much
to Le done to be ready on the joyous
day. New Year's cakes, rich and de-
liclons (some of the descendants of
the early Dutch housekeepers make
them now, using the same recipe and
the same-anelent dies and stamps that
thelr great-grandmothers used) and
about the size and shape of a man's
hand and lesa than half as thick, were
made by the bushel basketful—literai-
ly. It was not unusual for the hos-
pitable Dutch housewife to give from
five to six hondred eakes to the chil-
flren who called before the noon hour.
The early rising by the boys und girls,
which a proper observance of the day
demanded, is equaled o our day by the
early rising on the Fourth of July.

There was one old mansion in the
Mohawk valley that was particulariy
notable for its hospitality (not only on
New Year's day, but wpon all ocea-
sions) and good times, It stood and is
still standing on the estate of Alexan-
der Lindsey Glen and was named by
him In 1650 Scotla In memory of the
kand of his birth. The children started
on thelr rounds at sunrise and went
from house to house lustily pounding
with the great iron or brass knockers.
The littlest ones shouted, “Happy New
Year for a cake!” but the older ones
refralned from so far glving them-
selves away by leaving off the last
three words. It was not at all an un-
usual occurrence for three or four
bundred eakes to be given to the boys
and zivls bBefore breakfast from the
Glen munsion,

Coming down to more recent days
In the Mohawk valley, the custom of
giving cakes was extended to the milk-
men, Each milkman always purchas-
ed a new bushel basket to carry about
on New Year's morning in hls wagon

“HAPPY NEW YEAR FOR A CARE."
| for heolding the supply of cakes and

'ﬂ.lu other dalnties which were some-

a sort of etew |

times added,
whs left he
At abont

Each house where milk
iped fill the bushel basket.
10 o'clock In the morning

, the men began to make thelr ealls aft-

| er making

| tion,

he'll break it |

turbances fohever an' |

. possible a generation or more ago by |
! y:ml of pittun \\In.-

| the inr
be'il be six weeks nhead of the game.” | g

the most elaborate tollet of
the year. A previous acquaintance
was not necessary for one to make
ealls, It was the one day of the year
when every home was open to every-
body without regard to birth. or pesi-
The last day of the old year
was spent by the women of the family
in preparing dainty confections. solld.
rich eake, and io the morning the
cholcest old wine was brought up from
and kot rum toddy w H
made, rum toddy belng the oMeial Ne
Year's drink in the Mohawk valley

The Duteh partook sparingly of the
wine and toddy at each house, and, al.
thongh nearly all the men were “mel-
low" by the time tha festivities ended
at midulght, no one was dronk, There
was one exception to this role. The
farm hands were usually dead to tLhe
world by noon and so out of the way
of thelr betters,

But all this charming hospitallty and
the delightful customs were maide (M-

the otteldera of other natlonalities than
Duteh, who fockeéd to the larger towns
of the valley nnd turned the day of
pospltality into s day of drunkenness,

i =New York Tlmes.

MIRANDY'S RESOLUTIONS.

She Finds Turning of New Leaf a
Thankless Task.

“Now, yvou know." remarked Miran-
dy. “1 nin't never Leen one of dese
outbirenily’ sinners dats got faults dat
ev'ybody can see needs reforwin' In
de jull an® dat, ovght to turp over as
many pages as ia de dictionary at New
Year's,

“Nawsir, I's a pretty good woman,
an’ ef evyhody was lak we dey sho'ly
woull be g heaven on earth. Still dere
Is thines when 1 “spleions dat 1 is got
fotue weaknesses, 8o dat’s huecom 1
got mixed up wid dat New Year's reso-
lation, for I made up my mind dat 1
was gwine to turn over a new leaf an'
spenk nothin® but de truth an® be gen-
tle an’ lovin® an' tender an' forbearin’
to Ike an' de chillen.”

HAn' lm\v aid 1t wuk out?*

“De ve'y fost dosh out of de box hit
got me iu o trouble. Yon know ole
8ls Salry Glggins, whut ain't got bat
one tooth fn her head an' s most bent
double wid re rheumatiz an’ dat has
got wrinkles in her cheeks dat looks
lak de plowed ground after a black
frost? Well, 8is 8airy cometo see me
dyked up In o fower bonnet an® a red
frock lak n gal of sixteen, an' she axed
me how she looked,

“‘Mub sy L a-"'memberin® my New
Year's resolution to speak de troof.
‘yon look lak yon are mo' fttin' for de
shroud dan for all dat plenie gear.! an',
ef you belleve me. Sis Sniry go away
an’ tell dat 1 suttenly is de moy' lak a
cat of any woman she ever seed an’
dat T is dat Jealons of her good looks
an' her good clgthes dot 1 Is done lost
my manners,

“An' den when 8is Hannah Jane
Simpkins axes me whut 1 thought of
her little Thomas JefMerson an' 1
‘sponds dat he Is e skinnlest child 1
ever see an’ dat be don’t lovk to me lak
he's got real good seuse an' dat de
hand of de Lord sattenly was lald
heavy on her, infietin® her wid such
an ornery brat, she gits g0 mad at me
for tellln’ her de troof dat she don't
never speak fo me sence.

*Yassire, 1 dldn’t stick to dat resolu-
tion to gpeak de troof but fo' days, but
I had to move out of de nelghborhood,
for o kind of coldness done spring up
between mwe an’ all my friends. Yas-
sir, I gpecks hit's wighty fine an' no
ble never to tell a lle, but kit will leave
you mighty lonesoine,

“An' 1 diiln't come out any better
wid ITke. At fust he walked mighty
ensy, but when hit Kinder soaked In

on him dat 1 was gwine to git up In
de middle of de night an’ let him In
when he conlin't find de keyhole for
himself an’ dat 1 warn't gw.ne to say
one word, but was gwine to git ap In
de mornin' o’ bathe bIs achin® brow
an' Lring him hot coflee—why, whit

do you think happened along of dat
New Year's resolution?

“lke tooken to stayvin® ont ev'y night,
nn' 1 seen dat de only way to save dat
nlgger from n drunkamd's grave was
to

zo back to
hiw go skeer-
alrald not Lo

turn back de page an’
st '[-ri 10 |[atl'H of keepln'

e way wid do
it v found out dat
I mnde a New Yoeur's resolution to be
Eind an® loyin an’' patient instead of
tukin® de bed slat to ‘em dey got dat

ouddsgelous dat dere wasa't no livin'
In die hounse wil ‘vin, nn' ef I hadn't
Lusted dn ! resolve dey would al
have lande de enlnboose,

“Dat’'s de renson you don't see me
standla’ up to be counted when dey
--.‘tila for dem whut'e gwine to twra
wer new puges.  1's done been mixed
ap wid de New Year's resolutlon ore

time, /o' | ot my Gl —2ltteburg Dis-

pateln.
French MNew Yeor's Cards,
New Yeur's cardl are very popular fn

Marts, eoimetimes take queer

sinpes. The Covut of 8. bas borne for
yours apon  his  card  these  words:
“Comte de 8, Lrother of General Z.
woiunled at Sevastopol® A Erocer

1 e, *Can-
of the re-
afur off the

has the rfollowing after his
d¥late for the presidency
public,” thervhy following
ezample ol Villlers de isle-Adam.
who onee astonlshed bis friends by
getting out o visitlug card which des
elared him to be “enndidute for the
suecession of the kings of Cyprus and
Jerusylem.™ Although It does not
run dnto the love of titles so deeplr ns
o Germnny. where a good lady uad
upon her card “1"rau Ochsenmaulsalat-
fabrikaunt Helnrieh Wilhelm Mulley,”
it s nevertheless the French habit to

qualify oneself, as “Jenn Vangirard,
formerly muayor of the town of IPon-
toise.” The card of a large farmer

near the Belglan frontler bud Inserib-
eid benenth his name, “Decornted with
the Order of Agrienitural Merlt, n dec-
oration which he preferred to that of
the Lezion of Tlouor, which was of-
fered to him by Presideot Carnet”
An architect whose name Is J. [ons.
setd  has - J. Roussenn, architect,
whose famliy is oot descended o any
way from the fmplous phllesopher™
All thua. wre Seplons, us serlous as
was the'effort of a little Freuch givl
who thought she ouzht to gend an-
nouncements out wlen her big mar
ried gister had a baby: <Mile, lrma hios
the honor to unnounce to you the birth
of her nephew Aantole, Both aunt
and ¢hlld are dolng well.”
Ag to Good Resclutions.

With plenty of principles to which
opne may hang t‘:mru o't such n great
need of rules. If you nre houest, yon
won't forgoet to pagy the cook the 106
cents yYou borrowed of her
lrﬂtl:ful you won't. tell

'w woman

|f you are sln-|
cere you'll never say n lot of gurgling,
silly stuff yon don't mean. The foun-

datlon of good conduct 8 In principle

rather than In resolution,
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Account Christmas Holidays. Round
trip tickets on sale Dec. 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, 25, 30, 31 and January Ist. 2
Final return limit January G6th. -
For further [information communi- i
cate with nearest agent, or write,

—

W. J. CRAIG, Passenger Traffic Mgr. T.C. WHITE, Gen. Pass. Agent
Wilmington, N. C.
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Remember My ' :siness

Remember I earry a full line of Heavy and
Faney Groeeries, Hay, Corn, QOats, Cotton
Seed Meal, Hulls, Ship Stuff, and Bran my
Specialties, Home ground Corn Meal
kepton hand. Iam still handling Buggies
and Wagons.

I have received a"Car Load of FINE MULES this week.
Come at once and get your choice.

ALONZO*PARRISH,

Benson. N. C.

- pOLX

W
W

;eassgsé&ase§?

v

J :J‘ : 'ﬂ_\ rn- .k \i‘

Sy e

WE'RE KEPT BUSY AS SQUIRRELS

these daye attending to the various needs of our visitora,
But the more the merrier. The same reasons which bring
these keen buyers here forJwearables should iveure your
presence,

ua

THE LOW PRICES OF OURSHOES

would not of themselves be sutficient to indues such stndy
and liberal buying. It's the quality eombied with the Ny
prices that makes our store so irresistible, :
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% Do You Trade at Selma?
i : "
$ M
‘-n et If you trade at Selma it will pay you to See us, :::
W We keep a {first-class ling of Clothing, Hats, ﬂ\
W _ Shoes and Gents Furnishing Goods. Our goods m
NY are for men and boysonly. By carrying a stock ,'\
W like that we are much better prepared to serve . *
W you inour ime, Mr. Thad Woodard is with us m
7 this season and will be glad to serve any who m
W may call to see him. Don't fail to see our 1
: A
W goods and prices before you buy. m
i Ll
¢
‘ - - N a o .
ﬁ Vick-Smith Company’ s
g i w !p o
19 SELMA, N. C. ffi -
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IF INTERESTED TALK

WITHWJAS. H. KIRKMAN, SR, @ 4
About Fire Insurance

Being the oldest experienced agent in the county and
representing the oldest Companies in the world, he knows
his business. And that knowl edge 1s at your command
without cost, and prcbably for your benefit. His in-

"~"\“\‘;‘1‘" "'."'\

If you dre| |

surance rates are right, and his policies are safe apd
sound—the kind you ought to have. Sea him ar

Smithfield Kardware Company's Store,

He will write your Insurance as
than a ; s

any and ]ok_pr.




