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ETTERS of Introduetion for
Lady Mowhbray and her
74‘ daughter to lufluen
" tinl and Interesting per-
i3 ®ons attached to the

Rhnetlnn  court  were
necessarilly o part of the wonderful
plan concocted In the English garden,
though they were among the detalls
thought out afterward

The widow of the hereditary Grand
Duke of Baunmenburg-Drippe was re
ported o the journals of varlous coun-
tries to be traveling with the Princess
Virginia and o small sult through Can-
adn and the Unlted States, and, fortu-
nately for the success of the Innocent
plot, the grand duchess had spent so
many years of seclusion In England
and had even In her youth met so few
Rhaetlans that there was little fenr of
detection. Her objectlons to Virginla's
scheme for winonlpg a lover Instead of
thanking heaven quietly for a mere
husband were based on other grounds,
but Virginia had overcome them, and
eventually the grand duchess had prov
ed not only doclle, but pesitively fertile
In expedient.

The choosing of the borrowed flag
under which to sall had at first been
a dificuity. It was pointed out by a
friend taken into thelr confidence, a
lady whose husband had been ambas
sador to Rhaetin, that a real name
and a uame of some dignity must he
adopted If proper lntroductlons were
to be glven. And It was the grand
duchess who suggestpd the mame of
Mowhbray on the plea that she had In
A way the right to nunex It

The mother of the Iate Duke of
Northmoreland hnd been o Miss Mow
bray, and there were stlll gseveral eml
nently respectable, Inconspleuous Mow.
bray cousins, Among these cousins
was n certaln Lady Mowhray, widow
of a baron of that 11k and possessing
A daughter some yenrs older and I

nomerable degrees plainer than the
Princess Virgluia.
To this Lady Mowbray the grand

Auchess hnd gone out of her way to he
kind 1o Germany long years ago, when
she was a very grand personage In-
deed and Londy Mowbray comparative.
Iy & nobody. The humble connection
hoad expressed herself as unspeakably
grateful, and the two had Kept ap a
friendship ever gince.  Therefore when
the difienlty of reallsm In n name pre
sented itsell the grand duchess thought
of Lady Mowbrny nud Miss Helen
Mowbray, They were about to leave
England for India, but had not yet
left, and the widow of the baron was |
flattered as well a8 amused by the ro
mantie confidence reposed in her by
the widow of the grand duke. She wns
delighted to lend her name and her
daughter’'s name, and who could blame
the Indy If her mind rushed forward to
the time when she should have earned
gratitude from the young empress of
Rhaetin?  For of course she had no
doubt of the way in which the adven-
ture would end.

As for the wife of the late British
ambassador to the Rhaetian court, she
was not gentimental and therefore was
not quite as comfortably sure of the
sequel.  As far ns concerned her owu
part in the plot, however, she felt safe
enough. for, though she was after a
faslhion decelving her old acquaint-
ances at Kronburg, she was not foist-
Ing adventuresses npon  them. Un
the contrary, she was giving them a
chance of centertalning angels un-
awares Ly sending them letters to
ladies who were In renlity the Grand
Dachess of * Banmenburg-Drippe and
the Princess Virginia

The four mysterlons gentlemen left
Alletwelligen the day after Virgluia's
encounter with the chamols hunter
But the Mowbrays lingered on. The
adventure had begun so glorlously that
the girl feared an antlelimax for the
next step. Though she longed for the
second meeting, she dreaded 1t as well
and put off the chance of it from day
to day. The stay of the Mowbrays at
Allehefllgen lengthened Into a week.
and when they left at last it was only
Just o time for the great festivities

‘,Qt Kronburg which were to cele
brate the emperor's thirty-first birth-
‘day. an event enhanced In natlonal
“importance by the fact that the eighth
 anniversary of his coronatlon would

- fall on the same date.

On the morning of the journey the
grand duchess had neuralgla and was
frankly cross.

“1 don't see, after nll, what you've
accomplished so far by this mad freak
which has dragged us across Europe,”
ghe sald fretfully In the train which
they had taken at a town twenty miles
from Allehelligen. “We've perched on
a mountaln top, llke the ark on Ara-

~ rat. for a week. freezing. The adven

ture you bad there is only a complica-
tlon. What have we to show for our
Smouble—unless Inciplent rhenmatism?”
YVirginia had nothing to show for It
at least nothing that she meant to
show, even to her mother, but In a
lttle scented bag of sllk which lay
mext her heart was folded a bit of
paper. If you looked at Its

in & mirror you saw written

.‘; .
aid QY BRi ﬂi-ﬁ-é'bg II .

'twice over In a firm ludividual hand
the unme “Helen Mowbray.”

The princess hnd found It on a table

Lin the heet #*tlug room after Frau
| Yorvisn =t that roowm rendy for
fts mew occapnnts,  ‘Therefore shie loved

Vlehellgen:  therefore she thought
with veaonbiled satisfaction of her visit
e

To lonrn her full nome he must have
thomehl It worth while to make In- |
aleles. 1 had Hagered In his thoughts
or e would not have serawled It twice
i some bit of paper—since destroyed,
ue doubt—=ln o wement of Wle dream-
Lue,

Throngh most of her life Virginia
had kaoown the Inck of money, but she
world pot have exchanged a thonsand
pounds for the contents of that liltle
g

Mobenlangenwald Is the name of the |
aopse from which the rulers of Rhuae-
ta wprang. Therefore everything In
the beautiful clty of Kronburg which
can take the name of Hobenlangen-
wild has taken I, and It was at the
Hobenlangenwald hotel that a suit of
romug hod  been engaged for Lady
AMowhbhrav

The travelers broke the long journey
at Melinabnd, and Vieginia's stndy of
tralus had timed their arrival in Kron-
Lurg for the moruing of the birthday
ecarly enough for the first cere-
mwony of the festivities, the unvelling
by the emperor of a statue of Rhaetin |
In the Leopoldplatz, directly In frouot |
of the Hohenlangenwald hotel,

Vieglndo looked forward to seeing the
eraperor from her own windows, as,
according to her caleulation, there was
an hour to egpare, but at the statlon
they were told by the driver of the
carrlage sent to meet them that, the
crowd i the streets belng already very
great, he feared it would be a tedions
nmdertnking to get through. BSome of
the thoronghfures were closed for traf-
fic. e would have to go by a round-
ahont way and In any ecase could not
reach the maln entrance of the hotel.
At best he would have to deposit his
passengers and their luggage at a slde
entrance in g ourrow street,

As the earrlage started, from fhr
nway eame o burst of martinl musie—
n military band playlng the national
air which the c¢hamols honter had
heard o girl slug belind a clogsed door
nt Alleheillgen.

The shops were all shut, wonld be
slit untll the day aftee tomorrow, but
thelr windows were unshuttered and
gayly decornted to add to the bright-
ness of the sceene,  Strange old shops
Wsplayed the marvelons clased sliver,
the jeweled weapons and gorgeons em-
breolleries from the far enstern prov-
Inees of Rhaetla. Splendid new shops
rivaled the best of the Rue de In Palx
lu Parls.  Gray nedineval baildings
made wonderful bnckgrounds for dra-
pery of erlmson and blue and garlands
of Wazing fowers.  Modern bulldings
of purple red porphyry and the famons
honey yellow marble of Khaetin flut-
tered with flngs, and above all, in the
heart of the town, between old and
new, rose the Castle Rock., Vireginin's
pulses heat as ghe saw the home of
Leopold for the first thne, and ghe was
proud of s pletnresqueness, Its vlches
and grandgur, as if she had some right
in 1t ton,”

Anclent narrow streets and wide new
streets were alike arhors of evergreen
and  brilliant  blossoms Prosperous
citiwens [n thelr best, inhabltants of the
poorer quarters and stalwart peasants
frow the couniry elbowed and pushed

eve,

each other ool naturediy as they
strenmed  fownrd  the Leopoldplatz.
Handsome people they were, the girl

thought, bher beart warming to them
and to her it seemed that the very
alr tingled with expectntion. She be
lleved that she coull feel the mag-
netle threill In it even If she were
bilnd and deaf and could hear or see
nothing of the excitement.

“We must be In time! We shall be
In thme!" she sald to herself. *'1 shall
lean out from my windows and see
him.*

But at the hote',
finally reach, the girl had to bear a
keen disappolntment, With many apol
ogles the landlord explalned that he
had Qope his very hest for Lady Mow
bray's party when he rvecelved their

which they did

letter a fortnjght before and that he |
had nllotted l'|| e o good sult, with |
baleoplea overlooking the river nt the |

vack nr the house—qulte a Venctian ef |
fect, as her ladyship would find.  But |
nE to rooins nt the front L possille!

All ind been engaged fMlly slx weeks
in advance. One American :uITI!utmin-i
was paying a thousamd gulden solely |
for an bour's use of n small balcony,
foday for the unvelllng and agnin to
morrow for the street procession.  Vir.
giniln was pale with disappolntment.

Then 'l go down Iato the crowd and
tnke my chance of seelng something.”
shie suld to her mother when they had
been shown Into handsome rooms sat-
Isfactory ln evervthing but situation
“I must hurry or there'll be no hope.”

“My dear child, Impossible for youn
to do such a thing!" exclalmed the
grand duchess. *1 ean't think of allow-
Ing 1. Fancy what n crush there will
be—all sorts of creatures trampling
on each other for places. Besldes, you
conld see nothing.”

“Oh, wother,” pleaded the princess
In her softest, sweetest volce, the volee
she kept for extreme emergencies of
eajoling. “1 couldn't bear to stay shut
up here while that musie plays and the
crowds shout themselves hoarse for
my emperor. Besldes, It's the most
curious thing—1 feel as If a volee kept
calling to me that I must be there
Miss Portman and T'll take eare of
each other.
rou?

Of course the grand duchess yielded, |

her one stipulation being that the two
should keep close to the hotel, and the
princess urged her reluctant companion
away without walting to hear her
mother's last counsels.

Thelr rooms were on the first floor,

| tators,

You will let me go, wm:'ti

broad flignt of marhle stalrs, Miss
Portmun following dutifully upon her
henls,

They could not get out by way of the
front door. for people had paid for
#tanding room thére and would not
yield an lneh, even for an Instant,

while the two or three steps below
| and the broad pavement In front were

ns closely blocked,

Matters began to look hopeless, but
Virginla would not be davnted. They
tried the side entrance and found It
free, the street into which it led being
comparatively empty, but just beyond,
where it ran Into the great open
square of the Leopoldplatz, there was
a solid wall of sightseers,

“We might as well go back,” sald
Mlss Portman, who had none of the
princess’ keenness for the undertak-
Ing. Bhe was tired after the journey

‘ and for herself would rather have had

a cup of ten than see fifty emperors
unvell as many statues by celebrated
sculptors,

“Oh, no!" erled Virginia. “We'll get
to the front somehow sooner or later,
even If we're takep off our feet. Look
at that man just ahead of us,  He
doesn’t mean to turn back. Fe's not
a nleg man, bhut he's terribly deter-
mined. Let's keep close to him and
see what he means to do; then maybe
we shall be able to do it as well."

Miss Portman glanced at the person
Indicated by a nod of the princess'
hend. Undismayed by the mass of hu-
man belngs that hlocked the Leopold-
platz a few yards nhead, he walked
rapidly along without the least hesita-
tlon. He hod the alr of knowlng ex-
actly what he wanted to do and how
to do It. Even Miss Portman, who
had mo imagination, saw this by his
back. The set of the head on the
shoulders was singularly determined,
and the walk revealed a consclousness
of lmportance accounted for perhaps
by the gray and crimson uniform which
might be that of some officlal order.
On the sleek black head was a large
cocked hat, adorned with an eagle's
feather, fastened In place by a gaudy
Jewel, and this hat was pulled down
very far over the face.

“Perhaps he knows that they'll let
bim through,” said Miss Portman, “He
seems to be n dignitary of some sort,
We ean't do better, If you're deter-
mined to go on, than keep near him."

“He has the afr of being ready to
dle,” whispered Virginia, for they were
c¢lose to the man now,

“How can you tell? We haven't seen
his face,” replied the other In the same
cautlous tone,

“No. But look at the back of his
neck nnd his ears."”

Miss Portman looked and gave a lit-
tle shiver. She would never bave
thought of observing It If her atten-
tlon had not been ealled by the prin-
cess,  Dut It was true. The back of
the man's neck and his ears were of a
ghastly yellow white,

“Tlorrid!"  she ejaculated. “He's
probably dying of some contaglous dis-
ense, Do let's get away from him.*"

“No, no,” sald Virginia, “He's our
only hope. They're going to let him
pass through. Listen."

Miss Portman lstened, but ns she
understood only such words of Rhae-
tian as she had picked up In the last
few woeks she could merely surmise
that he was ordering the erowd out of
his way becansze he had o speclal mes-
sage from the lord chancellor to the
burgomaster,

The human wall opened. The man
darted through, and Mlss Portman was
dragged after him by the princess. 8o
close to him had they kept that they
might easily be supposed to be under
his escort, and, In any case, they pass-
ed before there was time to dispute
thelr right of way,

“It must be the secretary of Herr
Koffman, the new burgomaster,” YVir-
ginla heard one man say to another,
“and those ladles are with him."

On and on throughthe erowd passed
the man In gray and erimson, oblivious
to the two women who were using him,
There was something about that dis-|
agrecable back of his which proelalm- |
ed him a man of but one idea at a
time, Close to the front line of spec-
however, there came a check.
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“We can't do better."

People were vexed at the audacity of
the girl and the elderly woman and
would have pushed them back, bot at
the critical second the blue and sliver
uniformed band of Rhaetla’s crack
reglment, the Imperial Life guards,
struck up an alr which told that the
emperor was coming. Promptly the
small group concerned forgot its griev-
ance ln excltement, crowding together
so that Virginla was pressed to the
front, and only Miss Portman was
pushed ruthlessly Into the background.

The poor lady ralsed a feeble protest
In English which nobody heeded unless
it were the man who had Inadvertently
acted as ploneer. At her sbrill out-
burst he turned qulckly, as If startled
by the sudden cry, and Virginla was
80 close to bim that her chin almost
touched his shoulder. For the first
time she had a glmpse of his face,
which matehed the yellow wax or his

and the girl turned eagerly down the ‘M in pallor,

Che el sheaak awey from bim in.
colitatarily,  “What a death’s bead.”
e thought—*a siy, wicked face and
tw il eyed! Le hwked frigchtened, 1
tor why™
that the sliarp ery did not
seewt e Bl the wsn tourued to the
froat agaln, and. bavieg obtalned his
chijvet—a place In the foremost rauk of
thas crowd, with coe incldeutally for
the princess—he proceeded to tuke
from Lis breast o oll of parcliument
ted with warrow ribbon and sealed
with @ large red seal, As he drew it
it dod rearranged his coat his bhand
trembled, It too, was yellow white.
The fellow seemed to have no blood in
him.

Virginia, standing now shoulder to
shoulder with the man In gray and
erimson, had just time to feel a stir-
ring of dislike and perhaps curlosity
when a great cheer arose from thou-
sunds of throats, The square rang
with & roar of loyal acclamation. Men
waved tall hats, soft hats and green
pensant hats with feathers. Beautiful-
Iy dressed women grouped on the high
decorated baleonles waved handker-
chilefs or scattered roses from gilded

wekets, Wowen in gorgeous costumes
I'rr.-m faroff provinces heid up half
frightened, half laughing children, and
then & white figure on 8 white charger
caie rlding luto the square under the
triwmphal arch wreathed with flags
wind tHowers.

Other figures followed—men In unl-
forms of green aml gold and red on
coal black horses—yet Virginia saw
only the whihte figure, shining, wonder-
Tul,

Under the glittering helmet of steel,
with lts gold eagle, the dark face was
clear cut as a cameo, and the eyes
were bright with a proud light. To
the crowd he was the emperor, a fine,
popular, brilllunt  young man, who
ruled his country better than It had
been ruled yet by one of his house and,
above all, provided many a pleasing
gpectacle for the people, but to Vir-
ginla he was far more—an {ideal Sir
Galahad or a 8Bt. George strong and
brave to slay all dragon wrongs which
might threaten his wide land.

“What If he should never love me?"’
waus the one sharp thought which plere-
ed her pride of him,

The people were proud, too, as he sat
there conteolling the white war horse,
with its gold and silver trappings, the
erusted Jewels of mauny orders spar-
kHlng on his breast, while he saluted
his subjects in his soldier's way.

For a1 moment there was a pause,
gnve for a shouting, which rose and
rose agnin. Then he allghted, where
upon important looking men with rib-
bons and decorations came forward,
bowlong, to receive the emperor, The
carginony  of uoveillng the statue of
Rhonetin was about to begin,

To reach the great erimson draped
platform on which he was to stand
the emperor muost pass within a few
yards of Virginla., His gaze flashed
over the gay crowd. What if it should
rest upon her? The girl's heart was
In her throat. She could feel it beat-
Ing there, and for a mioment the tall
white figure was lost In a mist which
dlmmed her eyes,

he had forgotten how she eame to
this place of wvantage. forgotten the
pale man In gray and red to whom she
owed her gond fortune, bot soddenly,
while her heart was at its londest and
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the mist before her eves at its thick-
est, she grew conscious agaln of his
exlstence, polgnantly consclous of his

clove presence.  So near her he stood
that a quick start, a gnthering of his
muscles for n spring, shot ke an elec-
tric message through ber own body.

The milst was burnt up io the tlame
of a strange eulightenment, a clarity of
vislon which showed not only the
hero of the day, the throng and the
wax white man beslde her, but some-
thing which was In the soul of that
man as well,

“He I8 golug to kil the emperor!”

It wuas as If a volce spoke the words

In her ear. She knew now why she

|lln|1 strogeled to win this place, why

' &hie had sueceeded, what she had to do
| or ¢tle 1o falling to do,

|  Leopoll was not half a dozen yards
| awny and was eoming nearer. No one
bt Virgiala suspected evil.” She alone

| badd felt the thirfl! of a wmurderer's
| nopves, the tense spring of his mus-
eles.  She alone guessed what the roll

of ; drehment hid

Now " the voice seemed to
and she had no fear.
| Whtle the erowd shouted wildly for
 lhad M Lea™ aoman in gray and red
1 leaped, catllke, at the white figure that
ndvanved. Something sharp and bright
tlashed out from a roll of parchment,
eatehing the sun In a streak of steely
light.

Leopold saw, but not in time to
swerve. The crowd shrieked, rushed
forward too late, and the blade would
have drunk his life had not the girl
who had felt all, seen all, struck up
the arm before it fell.

The rest was darkness for her. She
knew only that she was sobbing and
that the great square, with its crowded
balconles, its ropes of green, its wavy-
Ing tlags, seemed to collapse upon her
and blot her out.

It was Leopold who caught her as
she swayed, and while the people surg-
ed around the thwarted murderer the
emperor sprang up the steps of the
great erimson platform with the girl
agalnst hig heart.

it was her blood that sStalned the
pure white of his uniform, the blood
from her arm, wonnded In his defense.
And, holding her up, he stood dominat-
Ing the crowd.

Down there at the foot of the steps
the man I gray and red was like a
gpent fox smong the hounds, and Leo-
pold’s people In the fury of their rage
would have torn him In pleces as the
honnds tenr the fox despite the cor-
don of police that gathered round him,
but the volee of the emperor bade his
subjects fall back.

“My penple shall not be nssassins™

‘ now
i\\llh per again,

nser

1 crled to them, “Let the law deal
with the madman. It is my will, Look
it we allve snd anburt. Now glve
your cheers for the lady who has
gnved wy Hle and the ceremonies shall
go on.”

Three cheers b« Le sald? They
gnve thres thines (ree and bade falr
to split the skies with shouts for the
nuperor. While woinen lsughed and

wil,.e

e

“Let the law deal with the madman.”
wept and all eyes were upon that noble
palr on the red platform something
ilmp and gray was hurrled out of sight
and off to prison. On a signal the na-
tional anthem began., The volces of
the people jolned the bLrass instru-
ments.  All Kronburg was singing or
usking “Who Is she?' of the girl at
the emperor's side.

;‘_’j T is those in the thick of
battle who eun after-
ward tell least about It,
#tud to the princess those

CV"." five minutes — moments
the most trewendous,
the esc vital of her life—were after-

wand in mewory Hke a dream.

She had seen that n man was ghast-
ly pale; <he had eaught a gleam of
fear in his eye; she had felt a tigerish
qulver run through his frame as the
ecrowd pressed bim against her. In-
stinet—and love—had told her the rest
and taught her how to act.

Vazuely she recalled later that she
bad thrown herself forward and struck
up the knife. An Impression of that
knife as the light gleamed on it alone
was clear, Slekening, she had thought
of the dull sound it would make in
falling, of the blood that would spout
from a rent in the white coat among
the jeweled orders. She had thought.
18 one thinks in dylng, of existence In
n world empty of Leopold, and she ha
known that unless he could be saved
her one wigh wus to go out of the
world with him,

More than this she had not thonght
or known, What she Jdid was done
searcely by her own volition, and she
seemed to wake with a start at last,
to hear hersell sobbing and to feel the
throb, throb, of a hot pain in her arm.

A hundred hands—not quick enough
to save, yet quick enongh to follow the
lead given by her—had fought to selze
the man In gray and stop a second
blow. They had borne him away.
while, as for Virginia, her work done,
she forgot everything and every one
but Leopold.

Reviving, she had heard him speak
to the crowd and told herself dreamlly
that were she dying his volee could
bring her back If he called. She even
listeved to each word that rang out
ke o cathedral bell above the babel.
Still he held her, and when the cheers
ve she  seareely  understood  that
they were for her as well as for Leo-
pold, the emperor. Afterward, the ne-
cessity for public action over. he beut
lis head close enough to whisper,
“Thank you.," and then for Virginia
every syllable was clear.

“You are the bravest woman allve,”
he said.  *1 had to Keep them from
cilling the rutian, but now 1 can
Epeak to you alone. 1 thank you for
what you did with my whole heart,
and [ pray beaven you're not seriously
burt.”

“No, not hurt and very happy.” the
princess answered, hardly knowing
what she said. She felt like a soul re-
leased from its body, floating In blue
gther. What could it matter if that
body ached or bled? Leopold was
safe, and she had saved him.

He pointed to her sleeve. “The knife
struck you. Your arm's bleeding, and
the wound must be seen Immediately
by my own surgeon. Would that [ could
g0 with you myself, but duty keeps
me here. You understand that. Baron
von Lyndal and his wife will at once
take you home, whereyver you may be
staying. They"—

“But 1 would rather stop and see
the rest,” said Virginla. “I'm quite
well now, not even weak, and 1 ecan
go down to my friend”—

“If you're able to stop, It must be
here with me” answered Leopold,
“After the service you have done for
me and for the country It Is yowm
place.”

The ladies of the court, who, with
thelr husbands. had been walting te
rongratulate Leopold, crowded round
the girl as the emperor turned to them,
with a look and gesture of Invitation
A seat was given her, and the nrm Ir
Its blood stalned sleeve mas hastily
bound up. She was the h%lne of the
day, dividing honors with hera.

There was scarcely a grande dame

Head and Shoulders above all
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