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PRISIDENT WILSON
IN ROME TODAY

Visits Pope and Methodist College,
Title of Citizen of Rome Conferred
Upon Him—Preparations Elabor.

ale.

President Wilson arrived in Rome
this morning at 10:30 o’clock. He is the
guest of King Victor Emmanuel, Dyr-
ing his stay in the Italian Capital he
will visit the Pope and also the Meil

h- |
odist College and wil continue his con- !
ference with the King, Premier Or- |
lando and Baron Sonnino, the fore l
minister.

. Blaborate preparations were made
to receive the President and he was |
given a great ovation.

For several days plans for the re-
ception were carried out actively day
and night.

The Via Nazicnale is beflagged its |
whole length from the railroad station
to the Quirinal, bunting flying from
flagstaffs surmounted by gilded im- |
ages of “Vietory."” |

At the capital, where the President [
was received by the municipality anld |
where the title of “Citizen of Rome” |
was conferred upon him, the prepara- |
tions were particularly elaborate. The
spacious hails of the capital are hung |
with priceless ancient tapestries and |
decorated with flowers and plants, All |
the shops are showing the American
colors, and in their windows are por-
traits of President Wilson.

Tomorrow President Wilson
visit the Pantheon and will place |
wreaths on the tomb of King \'iulm-|
Emmanuel I and King Hubert. The |
President wil have luncheon at the|
American Embassy with Ar'nl_r:ls.s:ui--r!

will |

Page, after which he will visit ‘Pope | of Red Cross work, or in contributions
Benedict at the Vatican. Mrs. Wilson |tg the humane organizations doing

and Miss Wilson will be received hy
the Pope immediately after the Presi-
dent. ) J

., Tomorrow aficrnoon the Presidens
will attend 2 Aimncw  oiven by the
Dowager, (jueen Margherita, affer
which he will attend a reception to
representatives of protestant organi-
zations at the American church. The
same night he will leave Rome for
either Naples or Milan.

SELMA NEWS NOTES.

The Christmas holidays were quietly
spent in Selma. There was no bois-
terous outbreak of any kind, very lit-
tle drinking and law breaking. There
were Christmas trees for the Sunday-
school children. The Christmas serv-
ices were unusually well attended.
There were well filled stockings for
all the children in the community.
Good old St. Nick was eareful in look-
ing after the children that might have
been neglected had his friends been
mindful to help him out. But the spir-
it of the season filled the hearts of the
prosperous and they thus gave Santy
a share of their material blessings to
divide among the unfortunate.

Many people came and went during
the holidays. Some to see the home
folks; others to visit friends and en-
joy what the young folks call a “good

time.” Mr. Sam Wood went to En-
field to spend Christmas with his
mother. Mr. Claybourn spent the

holidays im Asheville with his mother
and sister. Julia Ashworth, of Selma
High School, spent the vacation in
Norfolk with her parents. Mr. and
Mrs. Hancock went to Fuquay Springs
to visit Mrs. Hancock’s parents. Miss
Lottie Lee Jones visited friends in
Norfolk. Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Edger-
ton, of Tennessee, spent the holidays
in Selma with relatives, Mr. N. E. Ed-
gerton and family and W. A. Edger-
ton and family, Mr. A. O. Bray,
of North Wilkeshoro, spent the time in
Selma visiting friends.

Mrs. John Winston, of Wendell, and
her son, Lieut. William Winston, spent
the holidays at the home of Mr. M. C.
Winston. Lieut. William Winston is
an instructor in Aviation Acrobatics.
Lieutenant Winston says that he will
remain in the service ard has already
enlisti¢ for four years

Mr. Tra T. Wood, ot ')illon, S.
was in Selma Monday on business.

Mr. M. C. Winston made a business
trip to Richmond last week.

Mrs. Sadie  Jones, of Fuquay
Springs, spent Monday might in Selma
witl. ter daughter, Miss Lottie Lee
Jones, ‘ - ’

Mr. Leste~ 3tuneill, & former resi-
dent of Seln;, /a8 in town last week
greeting mag vyo h id friends. Mr.
Stancill was e in trying to

C.,

gf‘t fhings ( _ DO Df SEIma
- o L!oq;} ; tookanact.

ive part in getting up the stock for
the new-paper, The Johnstonian,

The Selma schools opened Monday
for the spring term with a very full
attendance. The school looked theqy
most like itself it has since the com-
ing of the flu. In the town proper
now the fiu is about over with. If the
people can see the importance of
school and help keep the epidemic
down we will soon be running school
on a “pre flu basis.” A number of
new students from out of town have
entered school since the holidays. Two
of the teachers failed to return. Miss |
Paris is getting married and finds it]
inconvenient to return. '
D. Evans, of Fayetteville, is kept out
on account of illness. _

The stockholders of The Jechnstonian
have arranged to purchase a linotype
machine for the printing office. This
will enalie the managers to get out an
eight-page paper instead of a four-
page paper as they are doing now. The
paper has met with success enough
to warrant the new expenditure of
money. The larger paper will mean
that The Johnstonian can be counted
among the better class of weekly
newspapers in the State. The task of
getting out a newspaper in Selma is
purely a patriotic one. The lovers of
a better town and a manifest civie
pride saw the need of a medium of ex-
pression for the town and the sur-
rounding community. The motives
back of the paper are pure and there-
fore it has met with success enough to
warrant its stay in the ccunty.

The last year has seen the people
of Selma tried in many ways. We
have a reputation that is not to be
envied when it comes to some things
connected with the government of our
icwn. The health officer gave us a
slam or two. But with it all we do
have a record to be proud of. Selma
has never been a slacker in the matter

Miss Jennie

war relief work. She has stood at the
top or nearly so, in all these drives.
She has gone over her limit in Liberty
Loan Bond campaigns every time. If
T am correctly informed this postoffice
ccld more War Savings Stamps than
any pnstoffice in the county. In the
matter of using coal and conserving
food Selma has done her share cheer-
fully. From a business point of view
the year 1918 has beem one of the
m: st prosperous in the history of the
town. There have been no business
failures to speak of, while many of
the business houses have made rapid
i vogress. Our manufacturing plants
show signs of prosperity all around
even if the epidemic did hit them a
hard blow.

Selma faces the new year with
bright prospects and fond hopes of do-
ing big things for the town, county
and State. The outllook is a cheerful
one, our leaders in industry and in
business of all kinds are preparing to
do the biggest business of their lives
in the year 1919.

Selma, N. C., Jan. 1, 1919.

PADEREWSKI MENTIONED
AS PRESIDENT OF POLAND.

Ignace Jan Paderewski, noted pian-
ist, who may be elected the first presi-
dent of Poland, arrived in Posen dur-
ing the recent rioting there, when
German officers fired on the American
flag, according to a dispatch from
Warsaw. The trouble started when
the Germans demanded that allied and
American flags be hauled down from
the city hgfl. The Poles refused,
whereupon the Germans brought up
machire guns and fired on the erowds
and Polish troops, who returned the
fire. Many people were killed. Fur-
ther trouble was provoked when the
Germans tried to prevent Mr. Pader-
ewski from circulating in the streets.

DR. BROOKS WENT
IN OFFICE WEDNESDAY.
Principal among the changes in.the
State Departments Wednesday was
the transfer of the office of State Su-
perintendent of Publiec Instruetion
from Dr. James Yadkin Joyner to Dr.
E. C. Brooks. The formal ceremony
took place in the office of the Gov-
ernor at 12 o’clock, Chief Justice Wal-
ter Clark administering the oath of
office.

GREATER LENDING POWER
OF FEDERAL LAND BANKS

Increase in the lending power of
IFederal land banks and the grant of
avthority for them to write fire insur-
ance of farm proverty were advocated
by the farm loan board in its annual

| Mrs.J. M. Whittenton.

report submitted to Congress.

NEWSY LETTER FROM
"CAPITAL OF BANNER

Death of Mr. Allen Barefoot—Isham
Woodall Alse is Dead—Marriages

and Other Items of. Interest.

Jan. 2.—Mrs. Clea

Haley, of Rich Sguare, has been here

Benson, N. C,,

for a few days at the home of Mr, and

Miss Althea Stewart left this morn-
ingfor Raleigh, where she enters col-
L, &

Miss Mary Jackson left this week
for Buie's Creek, where she will at«
tend school for the next few months.

Miss Coward, of Raleigh, a trained
nurse, has been here for several days
at .the home of Mr. and Mrs. P. B.
Johnson, who have been confined
with flu.

Miss Maud Benson left this mern-
for Durham, where she will re-
sume her course at the Conservatory
of Musie, after spending the holidays
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. O. A.
Barbour.

Mr. D. F. Ivey has accepted a po-
sition at Steadman, N. C., and it 1s
understood that he will move his fam-

inor

ily there soon.

Mr. James Raynor went to Chapel
Hill Tuesday. He was accompanied
by Miss Loyd, his wife’s sister, who
has been spending some time at his
home.

Mr. S. E. Williams has sold his
home on Main street to Mr. Eldridge
MeLamb, who will move there some
time shortly. Mr. and Mrs. Williams
will move to the Williams brick build-
ing on Main street.

The situation in and around here
regarding flu has not improved very
greatly for the past few days. There
are quite a large number of cases
here and near here at this time.

Miss Wicher, of Danville, Va., came
last night and will spend several days
with Mrs. Claud Canaday.

Mr. George Johnson left yesterday
to visit relatives in Florida for some
time.

Mr. and Mrs. . O. Dixon returned
the first of the week from a several
days’ visit to relatives in Lee county.

Miss Louise Temple and Miss Vallie
Hill have returned to Benson after
spending the holidays with relatives
in and near Sanford.

Mr. O’Neal Brzdy returned to Mas-
sey’s Business College after spending
the holidays here with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Brady.

Mr. Fred Lee, who is in the United
States Navy at New York, was here
for a few days recently after spending
the holidays with relatives in Benton-
ville township.

Lieut. Alfred Parker, son of Dr.
and Mrs. Geo. E. Parker, came home
yvesterday for a few days’ visit. He is
in the Aero Service and will possibly
be retained in the service as an in-
structor.

Mr. John A. Mills, of Raleigh, was
here for a day or two this week at the
home of his sister, Mrs. Dr. Utley.

Mr. Booker Barbour came home yes-
terday from Camp Hancock, Ga.,
from which place he has been muster-
ed out of service.

Mrs. Ben Hargis died suddenly at
her home in Pleasant Grove township
Tuesday morning. She was about 34
yvears old and was a daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. J. C. Hardee. She was buried
Wednesday afternoon at the family
burying ground near her father's. She
leaves a husband and four children
surviving her.

Miss Leola Smith returned to her
home in Henderson Tuesday after
spending a few days here with rela-
tives.

Messrs. M. T. Britt and Jasper Bar.
bour were visitors to Lumberton Mon-
dav of this week.

Mr. Julian Barbour and Mr. Leary
Moore, of the U. S. Navy Yard at
Norfolk, arrived this week after being
mustered out of service.

Messrs. Eli' Morgan and Henry
Coats returned to Norfolk vesterday
after spending the holidays here with
relatives.

Mr. J. B. Faircloth returned yester-
day from (linton, where he spent a
few days this week.

Miss Pauline Blaylock spent the
day here Monday en route to Greens-
boro. where she resumes her course
in the Normal College.

Mr. Charlie Hall, a son of Mr. Jim
Hall, of mear Benson, was married
Sunday to Miss Smitha Pollard, a
daughter of Mrs. Loueza Pollard.

Mr. John MecLamb, age about 55
yoars, died at his home in Harnett
erunty funday night and was buried

{ with influenza.

Monday afternocon. He had been sick
ior several months and his death was
not unexpected. He leaves three chil-
dren, Mrs. J. H. Johnson, Mrs. Rodger
Bvrd and Mrs. John Stewart. He also
leaves o brother, Mr. Siz Will Me-
Lamb, who lives near here.

My, Elton Hudson was married last
December 29, to Miss Ora
Louise Johnson, the youngest daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Johnson, of
our town. Mpr. Hudson is the son of
Mv. and Mrs. A. B. Hudson and is a
merchant of Benson. The bride is an
accompliched young woman, and they
have many friends who wish them
success in life. The ceremony was
perforiacd hy A, L. Stephenson, J. P.
They will make their home with the
groom’s yaver ts.

Mr. A. L. Barefoot died at his home
here this morning after having been
confined to his home for a few days
He had a complica-

Sundoy,

tion of diseases which eaused his
death following the flu. Mr. Bare-
foot was a prominent merchant of

our town and a very useful man. He
had been chairman of the Republican
party in the county for several years
and had done much work for his party.
He leaves surviving him a wife and
two Jefferson Barefoot and
He is also sur-

sons,
Sherwood Barefoot.
vived by two brothers, Messrs. Frank
Barefoot, of Grensboro, and D. T.
Barefoot, of Benson. No arrange-
ments have vet been announced as to
the funeral and burial which probably
will not take place till tomorrow af-
Mr. Barefoot was a man
was always  interested in the
things which build up a town, and
spent much time in moulding publie
sentiment in favor of good roads and
ccod schools for the township. He
will be greatly missed by a large num-
ber of people in the county.

Isham Woodall, the 16-year-old son
of Mr. and Mrs. Preston Woodall, of
Benson, died today at 12 o’clock at
the heme of his parents here. Isham
bad been sick for the past week with
Influenza, and suffering with a com-
plication of diseases following it, he
failed 1o recover. He was a bright
veung men and has suffered ‘much for
the past year. All that could be done
was dene for him but to no avail. No
announcements have been made as to
the funeral or burial, which will likely
take place tomorrow at the cemetery
here. He is survived by a father,
motler, and one brother. He was of
a mest lovable disposition and will be
sadly missed by his great number of
friends, as well as by the immediate
fan:ily.

ternoon.
who

TO KEEP NAVY FIT
AND ON ITS TOES.
Secretary Daniels, in explaining his
plans to the House maval committee
Wednesday said that after every war
there is a tendency for the navy to
retrograde and that to keep the navy
“fit and on its toes,” two great fleets,
one based on the Pacific coast and the
other on the Atlantic coast, will be es-
tablished by next summer with war
games and joint mareuvers as a part
of a regular program of training. He
said the fleet division had been de-
termined upon to prevent any slump.
The plan, he said, had received the
“enthusiastic endorsement” of Ad-
miral Wm. S. Benson, chief of oper-
ations who is now in Europe with the
peace delegations.

NOTHING OFFICIAL OF AN
OFFER TO THE PRESIDENT.

Raleigh, Deec. 31.—Much interest
was stirred here today by a press re-
port that went out to the afternoon
papers to the effect that the director-
ate of the University of North Carolina
had afoot a plan to offer the presi-
dency of the University to President
Woodrow Wilson at a salary of $20,-
000. No information on the subject
could be gotten here and Secretary R.
D. W. Connor, of the University di-
rectorate, definitely stated that there
was no such plan having any official
status. He granted that some indi-
vidual trustee might conceive of such
a plan and give it to the press, but

certainly there is mothing official inI

any reports of the sort that may be
extant.

WILSON TO LAY WREATH
ON STATUE OF COLUMBUS.
Paris, Dee. 31.—It understood
that the program of President Wil-
son’s visit to Italy has been modified
so as to lay a wreath on the pedestal
of the statue of Columbus in Genoa.
He will, therefore, visit Genoa on the
way from Rome to Milan, probably
next Monday forenoon.

is

WILSON AT HOME OF MOTHER.

President Speaks in North Country
City in England—Mr. Wilson Jour-
neys toCarlisle, Home of His Mother,

ing of the Townspeople.

A splendid welcome was accorded
Wilson
here today to visit the home of his

President when he arrived

mother, says a press dispatch Sunday
dated from Carlisle, England.

The President was met at the rail-
way station by the Mavor, Bertram
Carr, and other city officials, He was
|escorted to the Crown and Mitre Hotel,
a famous old eoaching tavern, where

the city and signed the city roll, which

contains many famous names.
Although it raining, great

crowds lined the streets and cheered

wWias

as the President passed along.
ings were gayly decorated for the oc-
casion and Old Glory was everywhere
in evidence.

After leaving the hotel, the Presi-
dent went to Annetwell Street, where
stood the church of which his grand-
father pastor, and where his
mother used to live. He also visited
the Old Cavendish place which his
father built and was shown the room
his mother occupied,

After attending at the
Lowther Street Congregational
Church, the President spent a consid-
erable time talking with the citizens,

was

gervices

rents.

President Wilson, speaking at the
Lowther Street church during the ser-
vice, said:

“The feelings which have been ex-
cited in me today are really too inti-
mate and too deep to permit public
expression. Memories that have come
home to me today of my mother are
very affecting, and her quiet charac-
ter, her sense of duty and dislike of
ostentation came back to me with in-
creasing force as these years of duty
have accumulated. Yet, perhape, it is
appropriate that in a place of wor-
ship T should acknowledge my indebt-
edness to her because, after all, what
the world is now seeking today is to
return to the path of duty.

“I believe that if this war has drawn
the nations temporarily together in a
combination of physical force, we shall
now be drawn together in a combina-
tion of moral force that will be irre-
sistible, and it is the moral force. as
much as the physical force, that has
defeated the effort to subdue the
world. The knowledge that wrong
had been attempted roused the nations
and they have gone out like men upon
a crusade.

“And so it is from quiet places like
this, all over the world, that the forces
accumulated which will presently
overpower any attempt to accomplish
evil on a great scale. Like little rivu-
lets that gather into the river and the
river into the sea, so therc goes out
from communities like this streams
that fertilize the conscience of man
and it is the conscience of the world
we are trying now to place upon the
throme which others tried to usurp.”

FLU GETS DEATH BLOW
IN ST. LOUIS.

St. Louis, Mo., Dee. 27.—No more
“flu” masks or nose sprays, no more
reliance for protection on the stal-
wart figure of John Barleycorn—not
even a chirp from the Chamber of
Commerce about paralysis of commer-
cial interests following segregation
and the closing of stores, The ban
is to be lifted because a new vaccine is
giving “flu” his death blow.

At least that is the view of the St.
Louis eity health department and
they ought to know. St. Louis has
suffered less from influenza tham any
great city in the country and now
presents statistical proof that it is
cleaning itself up completely by a new
vaccine immunity bath.

Twenty thousand people in the city
took this immunity bath and mot a
single case of influenza or preumonia
was reported out of this number.
Those who subjected themselves to the
Rosenow vaccine treatment are enjoy-
ing immunity and believe in its power.

SUFFRAGISTS TO MEET JAN. 10.

A conference of the North Carolina
Suffrage Association will be held in
Raleigh January 10, at noon in the
Raleigh Woman's Club. This meeting
will be followed at night by an ad-
dress by Hon. William Jenmnings
Bryan.

and Delivers an Address at a Meet- |

RELIEF DEMAND IN
FRANCE HEAVY

Country Devastated by Germans.
Coal Mines Destroyed, Faectories
Ruined—Many Months to Recon-
struct Railroads.

Washington, Jan. 1—Relief work

he was presented with the freedom of |

Build- |

who had been acquainted with hig pa-|

[ being carried on in Northern France
| by the Commission for Relief in Bel-
[ gium and the pitiable condition of the
| 1,500,000 inhabitants of that section
| who escaped the German invasion are
| deseribed in a cablegram received at
the headquarters of the commission
here from Herbert C. Hoover at Paris.

Mr. Hoover’s message revealed
that the work of relief and rehabili-
{ tation in Franee will fall more heavily
on the commission than had been ex-
pected. The destruction wrought by
the German army was so complete,
Mr. Hoover said, that the relief work
must include not only foed and eloth-
ing, but housing over a considerable
farea.

An en'arged organization to handle
the situation is being built up and
| supplies have been obtained from the
Quartermaster’s Department of the
American army.
1' Industrial life in the invaded re-
| gion had been almost completely par-
!::],\'xml. Mr. Hoover said. Railroads
; have been rendered almost hopeless of
;r-v:w;rmfrm-iinn for many months and
the coal mines have been destroyed.
| “The Commission for Relief in Bel-
| gium,” Mr. Hoover's message said,
“had hoped to surrender the task of
relief of Northern TFrance to the
French government immediately upon
the German retreat.. It has been
lfmuu! impossible, however, for the
French government to undertake the
food supply of this area for some
months to come, and upon the urgent
request of that government, the com-
mission had decided to continue,

U. 8. LOST NEAR $150,000,000
IN 1918 IN RAIL OPERATION

Does Not Include Large Sums Loaned
Railroads—Increase in Wages
Responsible Largely for Loss.

Washington, Jan. 1.—The govern-

ment’s loss in operating the railroads
in 1918 is calculated by railroad ad-
ministration officials at less than
$150,000,000. This represents the dif-
ference between the aggregate amount
the government will be compelled to
pay railroad companies as rental for
the use of their properties—the so-
called guaranteed return—and the net
income which the government will re-
ceive from the railroads.
" It will take six months more of re-
ceipts from the increased freight rates
tc permit the government to recoup
its losses, officials believe. If Congress
does not approve the proposed five-
year extension of Federal control, and
as a consequence President Wilson
carries out his announced intentiom
of returming the roads to privaae r.an-
agement at an early date, the govern-
menl's loss will not be made v '

This deficit does not includ- the big
sums—between $150,000,000 and $200,-
000,000—which have been loaned the
railroads to help them pay for the ex-
tensive program of improvements and
purchase of new cars and locomotives.
These loans wil be repaid eventually.

The government’s loss cannot be
stated exactly until the compensation
of each road is finally determined, and
until the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission compiles figures on earnings
and expenses for November amd De-
cember.

ITALIAN LOSS IN KILLED ON
ALL FRONTS TOTAL 460,000.

Rome, Dec. 31.—The supreme com-
mand of the Italian army has an-
nounced that Italian Jlosses on all
fronts during the war totaled 460,000,
dead. Of this number, 16,362 were
officers. Of the 947,000 wounded, 33,-
347 were officers.

The number of men totally incapaci-
tated by wounds and disease is esti-
mated at 500,000.—Greensboro Daily
News, Jan. 2.

Favorable to Entente in Turkey.

A liberal cabinet, favorable to the
entente, has been organized in Con-
Jstantinople' under the presidency of
Prince Sabheddin. This action fol-
lowed the recent dissolution of the:
Turkish chamber.

The food situation is reported to be
deplorable, everything reaching exor-
hitant




