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to send him books, pa-
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whose face was a

. “You will
or. If you

“Why Is that,

bim.” g

“It will need no god to do that now.
The case Is simply that Neslerov needs
better care than you can give him. He
s badly Injured. It is pecessary that
be sball be taken to Tomsk at once. 1
can start within the bour. There will
not be another train to the ObI in four
days. Do you desire to keep your pre-
clous governor here and have him die
on your hands?

“No. Let us see what the governor
bas to say.”

It was & soleun crowd that marched
In two columns, with Dentoh Letween,
to the hut of the village priest, where
Neslerov lay.

“Why do you bring him bhere?” asked
the priest. “Heard you not what his
excellency gald? !

“Hold r peace. Walt till you hear
them together,” was the reply.

Nesleroy looked up at his conquaror,

and an expression of hatred ca
his eyes. Denton made no show
timent or compassion.
L d you ded
vi to kill me,” he said, sta
at thy side of the bed and looking
ty afd sternly mt his vietim. “T
to say before they kill m’

whiich they gertaluly will do if you in-
:ﬂ'—mththlnﬁyo‘wouldpmb-

dle here for lack of proper care.”
/*You ecannot help. me —you would

80 pot,” answered Neslerov.

J *“That is for you to say. I am not a
| murderer. lwndernmkmngx
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there Is a tralo coming this
Tomsk. Undoubtedly, as
1o regulyr train due, this is &
g party out after Frances Gop~
ow, 1 have no wish to start an

i

i

£

not, as n barm any person
But we are In a part of the world
where customs ave different from yours.
If you tell the truth,-you will never
make the world belleve you. But you
will not understand; 1 cannot tell you.”
“1 know what you mean,” sald Fran-
ces scornfully. “You mean that your
reputation is so bad that If It were
known that yoa bad that ear left be-
hind to compwl me to Marry you every-
body will be sure 1 am your wife. ls
that h?”

“Yes; something like that.”

“But, then, there is my word,” sald
Denton,

“Your story will be belléved by your
people, my story by mine,” said Nesle-
rov. “Let us cach tell what we please.
1 do not care.”

Denton nodded and went back to his
cogine. DBut be did not start. The
walstle'of a speeding locomotive was
borne ts him by the breeze. It came—
one engine aud a car, the same as that
be was on, but a modern locomotive of
American make. Gordon was in the
car with some officials from Tomsk.

“IHey! That you, Denton?” he gasp-
ed ns the grimy bridgebuilder stepped
into the car, which was stopped at the
s.de of the construction engine. “My
girl and the governor of Tomsk got
feft bebind In a car. Seen”—

“I'm all right,” sald Frances as she
emerged from her car and flew to her
father’'s arms,

“Did Denton save you? What was
t? Where Is Neslerov?’ asked Gordon.

“Oh, he Is In there,” sald Frances
ecoolly. “We've had a lively experience.
I thought at one time we'd be killed by
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of two, and In his
obedience to the mandates of
superiors er uttered a com-
plaint. The old people did menial work,
cooklng for the convicts who had no

£F
¥

old people, and"It was their sunermgy
that made Viadimir curse under his
Lreath.

One day Jansky entered the room
where Neslerov sat or half reclined.
“Well, what 1s it? 1| sec you have
something to say,” sald Neslerov.

“1 have, your exccliency,” replied the
superintendent of police. “It concerns
plm—your enemy.”

“The American?”

“Yea. | bave obeyed your commands
~he has been constantly watched. And
at last we are In a position to strike.”
Neslerov sat up straight.

“What? Tell me at once.”

““It is not yet revealed what the man's
object Is, but he and the Paulpofls are
plotting again.”

“The Paulpolls 7

“They and the American. He has
visited thew twice, It was overheard

that he and Papa Paulpoff Liad a long
conversation about a picture.”
Neslerov glanced at a paluting that
hung on the wall. It was the painting
he had taken from the Paulpoffs’ house
at Pen.

“What can he know about the ple-
ture?” asked the governor.

“l do not know. That Is, as I eaid,
not yet revealed.”

“Jousky,” fie sald, “1 know what the
object is if you do not.
fully now fo what I say. It Is quite
possible the Amerfean has discovered
the existence of the original of that
plcture you see there. It Is a small
medallion, probably In a locket. It
was lost scme years ago by a member

Jansky

"Ju-tl;. ‘your life and mine depend
on your actign mow, De you under-

" 4
shup his eyes and seemed to

nd
, If It Is the one I mean,
t to me. . The Ameri-
ves to be Interested ln. It,
w or suspect something 1 do
! to know. There are ways
whereby evep an Ameriean could dis-
fu Siberla. And, Jansky, Viadi-

u‘i

twward Tivoloffsky.
'wo dags passed, during which Jan-
watched and kept himself in readl-
pess t0 act. Then, while Mamma Paul-
poff was alone In her hut, she heard an
fmperative knocking at the door. Papa
Paulpoff agd Viadimir had just gone
to the mive. Denton, the American,
tad left the hat but a short time be-
fore. Mamma Paolpoff had been
s0 much trouble of late that
i slightest sound jarred upon ber.
‘lh turned whiter still and stepped
|hehnnl A5 siie saw the dark and
‘torm face of Japsky. Behind
;z::nly were two of the Tomsk po-

2 %

“You are Mamma DPauipoff,” sald
{ Jeusky, sliph'ng his foot In the door
snd working his way inside.
“l am; you koow me; I was at
Perm,” faltered the trembling pld woq-
man.

“] am quite well aware that you
Perm, old waman, and alse

families or cleaning In the hogses of

Listen care-

you if you do not tell the
:‘?"mlvllll visiter who Is suspect-

“I—a visitor! 1 know no one!”
ed Mamma Paulpofr, —

when he came. Did he come to see you,
your husband or your son?”

“Who—of whom do you speak?” ask-
ed the frightened old wowan.

*Of whom would I speak save that
accursed American?  He has twice
made attempts upon the life of the gov-
ernor of Tomsk. Yet the governor ln
the kindness of his Leart bas not mo-
lested hig. But be was warned If a
third attempt was made it would go
hard with him.”

“Ab, It Is imposstble! [le Is 8o good—
#0 kind"—

“Good and kind, ch? In what man
ner does he display 1™

“Oh, Le eame—be came™—

The old woman stuinbled and Soun-
dered. It bad been borne ln upon her
understanding by Mapa Paulpoff that
on no account must she breathe a word
to any person concerning the visit of
which Jansky spoke.

“Come, out with It!” stormed Jansky.

“He came—1 do not know why he
eame,” purmured the old woman in de-
spalr.

“1 will tell you. He came to conspire
against the life of Neslerov, governot
of Tomsk.”

“No, no! I swear he did not.”

“Good! Then If yodknow he did not,
you must know why he did come here.
I(I)tm with Iit, now, If you value your

e.”

“My lifel Ab, you would not harm 8
helpless old woman!"

For answer Jausky b v
“Mave merey!™ ;n n‘m:-l -':':'.3:-';"-3‘?-'2

“Will you tell why the American vis-
Ited this house?”

“1 know not!"

“Take her; tie her thumbs — there,
over the door!” he commanded savage.

ly.

I3 two gallant men needed no fur-
ther bidding. The aged woman was
selzed, cords were fastened to her
thumbs, and she was placed standiug
tn the doorway Jansky had Indicated,
with her thumbs hung above ber head.

“Tear the rags from her back!”

A rude hand tore away her garments
to the walst.

“Now, then, old hag” sald Jansky,
“understand [ have come for the truth
and will have It. If you do not give
it to me, I will kill you. I will get the
truth from Paulpoff, who has more

sense than you. Now, what was tho
busiBess that brought the American
here?”’

“I know not!” whispered the woman,
with a great sob.

“The lash!” roared Jansky.

One of his police swung his beavy
whip, and the lash came down across
the naked shoulders. A livid mark
told the course, and Mamma Paulpoff
cried out In agony.

“This must be known!” sald Jansky.
“Either you or somé¢ one must tell
What brought the American here? Was
it concerning a plcture?”

“I know not!” said the woman.

“The lash! Twice!” ordered Jansky.

A white line and a red one marked
the blows of the whip. Mamma Paul-
poff screamed In bher awful torture.
Her limbs grew weaker, and she hung
by the cords tied to ber thumbse, The
thumbs were black.

“You will learn!” sald Jansky, “The
officers of the csar must take these
steps to protect his empire. With the
Jesson you have had, tell the truth.
What brought the American here?”

“I know not!” answered the woman.

“Hell's furies upen her!” sald Jan-
sky, almost beside himself, “The Jash!
Three times!™.

“Your arm is weak,” sald the police
eflicer who bad done no whipping
“Let me try.”

A smile of horrible cruelty crossed
his face as he stepped by the side of
the woman. His whip whistled In the
alr. It fell-once—twice—thrice, and
with a scream, ber head fell back. Her
eyes glazed.

“Hold! Quick! Release her and re
store her -to conselousness!” ordered
Jansky. “She 1s unconscloys and can-
not feel our punisbment.”

They cut her down, lald her on the
floor and poured liquor down her
throat.

Groans came from her as they work-

“God, take me from this awful pain!™
she murmured.

“She feels again!” sald Jansky In
savage glee. “String her up!”

Again she was raised and the cords
were fastened to her thumbs.

“Now, hag, tell me why the Amerl-

CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR

To Cure a Cold In One Day
Take Laxative Brome Quinine Tablets.
All druggists refund the money if it fails
to cure, B. W. Grove's signature is on
each box. aSc. . -

truth.  Youn ;

“Oh, do you not? ‘But you were here| '

a
that

g;r and longer,” she replied. “A

e head of hair is a glorious thing.”
Also there was the physical cul-

ture “?llm that she attended.
“What’s that for?” ask

. Lo or?” asked her
“To give strength and grace,”

she replied.  “One must be supple

and graceful to show a good figure
to advanta

»
1 didn‘ﬁnov you showed #t,”
eaid her daughter; but, then, ohil-
dren take things eo literally.

Of course there were and
the complexion specialist a to
oec\u){ some part of her time.

“What's that for?™ eeked her
daughter.

“To remove the lines of worry and
care and flve a good circulation and
a qlood color,” she replied.

'he daughter pondered this for
some time, and then she asked:
“Don’t I nced some of these

thlnﬁuf’
“No, my.decar,” was the reply.
“You're all right ae you are”

i ¢ nm”."‘

8,

ye "kWell, say, I g\llcss nature didn*t
ake a very good job of you, did

she P”—Chicago Po«lt. -

The Cause, Probably.

&7
Cholly—It seems so stwange. 1
danced with Elsie last week, and
now she’s vewwy, ill.
Mabel—You should tell her doe-
tor that. lle can’t make out the
cause of her illness.

The Professor.

“And now, madam,” gaid the pro-
fessor, “having seen you safel
aboard your train I can only wis

ou a pleasant journey—but don’t
ot anybody step on it.”

“On what, professor ?” she asked.

“Your train, madam,” rejoined the
professor, gallantly lifting his hat
as the cars ﬁcgnn to move,—Chicago
Tribune.

Her Comment.

Miss Vera Plane—I always en-
deavor to be very distant to Mr.
Neersite, and yet he is infatuated
with me.

Rose Budd—Yes, dear. 1 think
if you weren’t quite so distant he'd
soon get over his infatuation,—

Judge,
. Court Room Effects.

The Lawyer—Of course, my deat
madam, the great thing in » case of
this sort is to introduce
into the evidence that will ap,
to the jxu‘rs

The Lady—Oh, I shall change my
costume every day.—Brooklyn Life.

Taking a Fall Out of Mr. &

Mr. Spratt—I suppose you do not
remember that you promised to obey
e when we were married?

Mrs. Spratt — Don’t you know,
John, that a woman who could mar-
ry you would be equal to any kind of
foolishness ?—Boston Transcript,

Good Charaeter.

son is Mrs. Newcome, Mr. Hopper?

The General Dealer—She’s a per-
fect lady—doesn’t know one brand
of goods from another.—Judge.

Great Responsibllity.
Nodd—Your baby and your cook
are both away, are they?
Todd—Yes. Nobody but my wife
and myself areleft to run the
house.—Detroit Free Press.

The Plano Next Doorn
Muggins—1Is that an upright pia-

no next door?
Buggins—@ive it up. All I know
is that it’s a downright nuisance.—
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The Ladies—What sort of a per-|
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In Gase of Fire

*
In case of death you want
to leave your family some-
thing to live on.In case of
accident you want some=
thing to live on besides
borrowing.

Let Us Come to Your Rescue

We can insure you against
loss from

Fire, Death and Accident,

We can insure your Boiler,
Plate Glass, Burg-
lary. We also can bond
you for any office requir
ing bond
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