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in| the American and returned crestfalien

3

Olyea secretly
mir. Jack Denton.’E ;
Neslerov. Viadimir and Jack are prison-
ers_in dungeons under the palace. The

learns the story of Viadi-
TF Gordon and

Alexaniira hine o son wio,

in childhood and was vreport-
. _He wis heir 2o the Graslov

estates. The body was
neyer found and it was ssid st his

d
L

mofher was murderel- by Prince Nes |

r‘w'l l,tl}c
.w o

who tms »
My:tery of Craslov, the Tate
Aaxudn and the migsing
women plot o Jack
After drugging the pris;

8 aults

lost in the windiag passages.
~Jaek Denton is released; but Viadi-
be found. Jack goes away t,
g‘hﬁhnl , who can unravel the

XIII—Princes Olga has
te Otie TH
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THE MYSTERY.

brighter- place

- was unarmed, et fearing that the one

.| ed the governor, noticed the studied
ing) calm and the sl

ﬁ++o‘¢¢¢++

that-gad sevey
moss m%uﬁg 'wa?l.: “.!:ﬁ'
Viadimir, chained i the sime ‘we

I
Wmeaner
“1 (housht you suid he had gane (00"
exclaimed Neslerov: -a ficod _of
. ﬂ-&m&h&ud! t 1
They did pot speak-to Viadimir, who
was suffering awful torturcs, but furn-
Hewe, winding and turning among The
passages, they crept stedlthily—three

and-courage showing In his volce.
gone, but if one Is
0 We will
the dungeons. “"‘ e .
od and to the upper Door.
srmed men searthing for ofic man-who

might leap opon thein and siay them as
they walked. But they did mot find

to the ofiice of the supgrintendent of

man did not set himself free,”
=id o “Peme one who kuhevi
my secret bas done (WIE “Oftga'ts heid.
Who else bt Olga could dothe thing 7"
“Did the Princess Olga come 1o you
during the ball?” Janeky suddenly 255~
MO TEE IV the privcess. whe
gave you that wine?” ;
The pallor. of {be man's face gave
Jansky his sustrpg, ~* L0
“Hravers!” ke exclaimed. “The Wi
piust have been drugged! TUwaw Oiga
whieet b Toee?Sd ° A
“Then we W 8PEA with extreme cad-
tion,- for if- ske knows this wuch she
will ruip we. For a short timé we must
202 g» if we did not Edow the Ameri-
can had escaped. But you and Unsge-
thop must Gnd _hlm—before
be gets out of Tomsk. with him
again in our grasp, 1 will ‘deal" with
Olga. Foel. to put her strepgth against
mive, sadinTousk™ -
“What about Viadimir?" asked Jan-

“Leave him alone. Let him starve!
| He can do no harm.™

Jansky went quickly to work, Uns
gethop. upon. whom he depended most,
b had gone to another place in the dis
charge of bis duty. Jansky made sev-
erai fruitless jourveys during the day,
bt Bo trace of the-American.copld be

.31)&:. ‘when”ifteM the dfty,~wbe Join-

.

slittey of Qs cye.
She knew be bad discorered the escape
of Denton, Sut' 186 rihelute girt did not
fear bim. Sbe merely perved herself
to finish the work-she had set Lerselfl
to do. She bad frequent errands that
took her near the ofilte of the superio-
tendent of police, and. she kept her ears
alert to eateh the siightest whisper.

It was evening when she went for the
seventh time, and loud voices eame

¥ &m0 one was near. H

M M 1he me po-

had shown Dermsky, Lis fellow

His eyes started from his head,
“The seal of the czar!” he cried, and
e, ke Dermsky, fell to bis knees. *1
obey-eommand me!” he exclalmed -
+“Remaln quiet.- 1 did.not come te

Jsh aml hmpatient, he sat in his
Awaiting the return of his polige
the American, whose lberty

menace to the life of Neslerov.

"1'd*ank deeply from time

| bottle that steod on his
Repoke, he did it with a

is
-spoken thus, as with &
with fear..
“Heavens!™ bhe saMd
again. “If he reaches Perm,
truth is known, I shall—what
come of me? -
He started as a light footstep sound-
ed on the bard foory and his haggard
Mlm puler as Princess Olga oo
tered

‘wan baif w

‘"1 conuld not sleep, and | knew you
were not In bed,” she answered. “I
came to talk.”

Hé stared at her. In his eyes slie
was as beautiful even as Frances Gor-
don, but his danger made him think
her a tigress steking to devour him.
Yet he dared not show it

“Why are you salone?” asked Olga.
“You usualiy have Jansky, the super-
tntendent of police, with you?™

“Jansky s away. A weoted prisoner
has escaped and the superintendent
Bas gone to refake him™ .

“1 heard a commotion. [ supposed it
was somethiiig of that Kind Was it
& Russian?”

“Yes—a nihilist.™

“l hope they will capture him.™

“They willi They -musnt” said Ne-
slerov flercely.

Olga’s eyes were velled—they did
not butray her thoughts "

“There is much concerning this sys-
tem that Is new to me, and it will take
long for me to learn it all. 1 am al
ready weary with the little | have
done.”

“Better leave it alone. It is 2 busl.
pess for men, not princesses,” sald Ne-
slerov.

“The study bas made me wakeful
Bring me some wine.”

He opened a bottle.

“It has puzzied me why you do not
marry,” be said, trying to bide his
fear of her as he poured out a glass of
wine. 7

“Why should 17" she asked. “1 have
not yet found among the mobles of
Russia the man | would marry.”

“What sort of man must Be be to
please you, cousin®™ | .

He was sparripg for time. Amy bour
might. bring Jansky Back With Denton.
Then he could play his part In-safety.
But with Denton at Nberty bhe dared
“not act.

“Oh,” said Olga, “to please e & man
must be honorable, strong and wise.
He must not be bound ¥y coslom, nor

in the world we live In there are ways
—of being great without beimg eccentric
and without following the lead of oth-
ers. A man whom I love must bé pa-
tient and must not wse his
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tond veice., but,

4 and smite her, hut fell with a grogn

yet must be scorn it. There ate ways—|.

fnimgr "

JOU| sisted the tinlted effor(s of thé two, but

T for nothing. This. nfght will
mean ouch to Rusein. . Work ‘will be
done that will right & terrible 'r”
Afl you need do1s to renmin quiet and
do nod attempt to Intéfferet’,
«*1 dare not!” he sald. “Youhave the
seal of the czarl [t eomimands all to

y you! | obeg!”
'Su‘un h m.lje-'t‘pﬂu and
Land went to ‘Neslerov. 'The

> eWhat Wil you ow',r asked,

& curse. e

3y work* he anawered. “I fball
fease him~Viadfmir,* \ !

- He made & txemendous effort to

the floor. Quickly Olga taking a.
from her pocket, ran a the to
Itzig. ' !

“Youl” he ¢zied ag she entered, “You
brought we wine that wag dru
and_py prisoner escaped.”

“True,” sald Olga. “And pow the
other. You were with Jansky dnd the
governor wlien they visited him. ; You
know where he Is.” |

“I know not,” grumbled Itzlg. - ¢

“That Is falge. I heard them speak
of you to Unsgethop. Will you gulde
me to bis dungeéop? Opeh the door!™

*“1 cannot. Theykey Is with Jansky.
It Is never.qut of ufs hands.” '

_ “Oh, bhenven!™ cried Olga. “Have 1
made this terrible mistake?” '

“The key™is Jansky's;” sald jJtzig.
“Nb one goes to the dungeon saye by
his orders.” - \

“Break down the door.”

“Impossiblel It Is heayy onk.
bave no ax.” f

Sbe turned from bhim and fled fo the
stairs.

“Lieutenant!”

The youug officer, with visiohs of
mines and the kadut.and wondering
whicre this complication would; end
answcbed ber. .4

“Come here,” she sald. - “1 wang this
door opened.” .

He looked at the door and at lt&l;

“Jansky bas the key, dnd he is gone,”
sald Itzig. v

“We must open It, If the princess
says 80,” sald the officer.. <

“What! You disloyal to Neslesov?”

The otticer smiled and looked at Olga.

“We must take off the .hingesy,” be
said. “Iwill get the tools.”

He was goue bLit a moment, and
when he Tetd¥néd “he ‘Wttacked the
screws that held fife greattron hihges.

“1 will alarm tire governor!” cried It-
zlg, leaping upon b, « '

“8tand back! Keep your bands off ™
ordered, Olgg, alming her revolygs at
him. *“I bave commanded, and 1 will
be obeyed!”

“You bave no authority!” sald Itzig,
cowering before the pistol” ?

O huive thin™. IS . TV

She showed bl the papyr. His face
grew. white, and be savk sulvering to
the floos. 2 i
«, “The geal of the eznf! Ob. princéss,
§ 4id not kpow! [obey! 1 will ?u:

' . -

“ITelp cpen the door” - & !
hc&ln;u were soon« off and the

door Was_opened. - The fron gite re

they sawed oyt the lock. |
* *Take the lantern!”

ot

e

3“’ »?
Pagm ru o

LA

wiSe.r11 ls mot Urugged. 1 drank of I
m, -
He dralned the glass, and the offiesr|

: borse is 2¢ the door, princesp. )
woke o Gboe at the-stables. 1
] b s sadgled

“Good. _You will be a eaptain torhor-
row. 'Now, Viadimir, go” * pyic

borse bore him through the
streets. Right well he knew the hway |
to the hut where Mamina Paulpofftwas
murdered. Two Hoises stood before
the door.  [lis own dashed up  and
whinnled. They were from the ‘gov-
emor’s stables. Like a madman he
leaped from the saddle (o"the nd.
He heard shoutls, a pistol shot. 1§ .

It was somethiug like n delnon,th_l~
Jansky and Unsgethop gaw coming In
like a whirdlwind. In a cormer h- -

.

e 4
He brought their heads together with a
’ crash.

od Papa Paulpofl, trembling and ‘white
with terror. On the flgor lay Denton,
ungopscious, with the mark of a bullet
i his forehead and the blood stredm-”
ing over his upturned face. Jansky
was bending over him.

“Who Is this?”’ ecrled U
fladimir entered.

The blazing eyes of the avenger took 4
In the whole sceme. A small igntern
stood on the floor. =

“I am your nfaster!”-cried the black-
sinith, and the words were as If goaved
by a Bon. .

With a leap be linded bétwedn the
two. Jansky's pistol and .Unsgdhop's
kaife Were .drawn. Vl'dlmk’-: rlsh_t
hand closed on Unsgethop's neck. His
left shot toward JensKy, fbd theSuper-
Intendent of police was powerless in
that terrible grasp. - \

“Now pray to beaven,” cried 'VItdi-1
mir, “for this hotr Is to be your last!
In this bouse you killed that pqor old

| .
nuclhgp as

dpd he
princess. : ‘

Trembling In every fiber, Itsig lght-
ed a lantern, ©’ S

“Lead thé'way to the dungeon’ where
Viadimir is concealed.”

“Pobey.” R 4 3

“And 1 will guasd you, MT
said the officer.

Thus they descepded the stalrs, Iizig
Jeading with the lantern, Olga follow-
Ing and the officer closé Lebind her |
"ready 10 piptect her. Putent wag the
sepl of the czar.” ~ * »

“Ttey found tife glantblacksmith in
his chalns. - The tunger be feit bad nof
yet sapped bis strength. . The Bey the
Princess bod takey fxom.its peg soon
released him, :

“Comet” ghe sald. !
. “But 0 are you, and wha
this mean?” be demanded.

“Come! We hiife 110 Hime td waste
with words. Tonigit you have’ the
work of your life to do. Comel”.

The four ascended, and Itzig extin-
guished his lautern: - The eyes of Viad-
fmir blicked as he entered- great
ball, which was kept lighted all night.
“You are Viadimir,” sald the prin,
cess. “1 amh Olga of the Neglerovs. Do
you kilow the tory of thé pleture?” "
¢ *“The little: plature,” ‘eried Viadimir

L

does

sald he feund? Yes; be it to
me to the Awerican pog s 1n the

e

~*the Jittle one tiat I'apa Paut | .

who bad loved me, . H you
have come to kill the Amﬂ£ afd
Papa Paulpeff. Die like the dbgs of
murder that you arg! | For your gripes
take this! And this!™

With his muscles of fron be brought
their Beads together with a crash.. ¢
“And this!” repeated Viadimir, swing-
ing them apait and then “together ]
AERIE: ¢ tm vt . af A
* Fllngtng Jansky-from him With &
|rurse, ‘he wtooped quickly, seized Ung |
gethop by the legs and ng him In
thamir. *He bpought his

- ‘

spurted from his mouth.” Jansky, with
chattering tecth, tried to get Lis pist

simed at the glant's head, but Viadimir
caught him round the waist and sent

bim, as an JMirows a spepr, into
the corner 3 the room, where be lay
sieéss With & broiten neck. }

“Come, Papa Paulpoff,” Viad
imjr. “YXou are not injured. You are
needed at Touisk #t ofice. But first 1
must get this poor fellow toa phest.”

<He picked pp the bleeding gnd un-
conscious Denton and set off with him
to a nearby cottage. Tlie priesf admit,
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Take Laxative Esimo Quinine Tablets,
All dsuggists refund the money if it fails
to_cure. B. W. Groye's
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the mude wooden, wall, and u-ﬁwu

ToCtire 2.Cold In Ong.Day |

signature is on|

than I can caslly affeia™"
‘Pretty Polly Perking’ m
the mirror nodded and smiled back at
beg -ijke- 8 second person giving en-
m'- and she went on taiking
to e D . ¥-a

off (he hotisckecpipg o have the m
buy
M. Esq., we strike

AL Perkine, o
first. " Then there drd’ thosé four X
‘cousine. ~They give me a bogkmagi 6t
& darned up pair of slippcr tops or a
horrid little water color palniitig’ and
expect we in return to send them each
~Sgrah Ann, Jemima, Maud Mary and
Jane—somefhing worth at Jeastd $5;
that “makes £330 I bevewith degplare
my. indepegdence. 1 will never go It
ggain, and 1 dou't care what ther
think. P 20 " i
*“Then “there's “AMr«. Runkuia, whose

really. has all_be negds noy. No;

N
s

THOSE WHO EXPECT SOMETING.

mate. Of course we are () Intl-
mate friends, but I know that every
year Mrs. Bunkum goes Inyr.uh ber
means (o sehd me an expensives gift—
sllver, lace or fur or clhina or some-
thing—=jast 1o show me:haw.
ter off Bupkum is than my husband’|
I've been fool enough to maﬂf‘Fu
the Pertlhs Housekeepinix for 4 lime
onlp to show Mps. Bunkuu how) mruch’
richer uy husbapd ia than be rn
| mever do it agaln. T sefid a
Chifistusi card] nft teo eftperide.
“Then. there's (the- pwhale

smiyk t with the spigt of a
mhlwwl:::':‘? somethhg Initﬂlly
blackumiling ‘way. /T'his year 3 furm|
them every one down. [ declare W
e of them too. s t
Tom, the caretiker at the Whitd Gilove
“club rookns.” All the-rest of the be
s 0 lazy n-lthe‘_roop even
bring nt messages to the

of

always I've feit fairly fore
some miobhey. ' Thy’ yeur 1} won's

of ] I turit down'tllg whole crew pf wait-

ers, malds, people too lazy and Phrift-

less to earn a good Ilvlng'ltd the

vulgar, greedy. viies ‘who are piwaye
to get sowething for nothing.

left? There are the chtn

! They are the only,

Prienjert 1.

bet- |

8F-Practices wherever 5 are
Special attention gives lo efiinifning sed
fug tige for purchasers of timber and
ands.
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"to léave your familysome-
thing to'lite on.In eme.of
aecient you,.want somg-
-thing to live on besides
borrowing. ity 4
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Fire, Death,and Accident.
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Plate”’ ' Ghass, ¥ ~Burk-
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