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Dramatlc Scene When Vlctlm Says That’ The n’ian”

.Says He Asked Not to be Brouﬁht to

“Williamston Jail; Court: May Begin
Night Sessions to Flmsh This Week

Needleman Suffers Nervous Shock at First Sight 'Well-Known Weather

of Griffin In Court Room; Quickly Regams !

Composure and |

Helped by two strong men, Joseph Needleman

the State‘s star witness

mob which took him from the jail
29th- and performed a serious operation on him,
made his way to the witness stand, although his
step is very unsteady yet. He was composed, de-

spite the nervous shock
saw Dennis Griffin this
tremble, - saying, “there
Griffin. Ammonia was ad

ed to have regained his composure entirely when
he came to the witness chair.

Mr. A. D. McLan, of the State's
counsel, began the examination of the
mob’s victim. Needleman gave a brief
history of his life. He sald that he
was 28 years old, had lived in Kinston
for dne yeu? coming there from Salem
N. J. That he came therc and wen
into business with about $600 capital
later worked as a clerk in a Kinston
store, and went into business with his
brother afterwards. Later he went td
work with the P. Lorillard Tobaeco
Co..

" Needleman’s Story
As salesman for this company he
was in-Wijlliamston for 10 days dur-
ing the latter part of March. During
this time he met Miss Griffin.” He was
later arrested in Edenton, but he did
not know there had been any warrant
issued against him.
The story, as he gave it to Mr. Me-
Lean Ts substantially as follows:
“Robe1rt Pratt arrésted me Thursday
in Edenton ,and ] was taken from the
Edenton jail Friday by Deputy Sheriff
Peel and brought to Willilamston and
placed in jail here about 5 o’clock that
afternoon. ~ Sheriff Roberson, R. J.
Peel, and a colored man were the firs'
to come in the jaW, Mr. Peel saidl
“You are the man that came
down here and ruined one of our Mar-
tin County girls.” 1 asked before I
came to Williamston if it would not
be better for me to remain in the
Edenton jail. And when The time fo:
a hearing came on-Saturday the ycung
lady said she was sick and could nct
come, but she was not too sick to get
| married Yhe next day.”
“Sheriff Robersgn came in the jai
frequently during the day Saturday
land several others came in, teo.
Recognized Sparrow
| “While I slept Saturday night a pe
culiar noise awakénad me, about twr
o'clock, I think. Waen 1 turned on
the lizht 1 saw several men around my
cell, and some were cutting the lock.

1 said, “Sparrow, what in the hell are|

you duing here”? They told me that

they were going to take me where my
father’s money could not do me any

good.
“After | was dressed Spmyfow, 9r., and
Dennis Griffin took me to a big ear,

—— e —

S Lalled to Stand -

against members of the
here on March

he had suffered when he
morning. He began to
he is,’” and pointing to
ministered, and he seem-

]
one man on each side. We got in
and they drove down Main Street and
turned at the Atlantic Hotel. Griffin
said to me, “We have come after your
sexual organs,” and asked which [
preferred to give up, them or mg
head. 1 answered, ‘Do as you please.

“We went past a churoh and then
stopped the car. Griffin and.young
Sparrow took me out. There were
two men on the front seat. 1 only
recognized young Sparrow, however.” ‘

The witness continued his testimony

Accuses Griffin

in a calm manner. He said, “Young
Sparrow fas on me, and two others
whom | did not know were by me.
Griffin said to Sparrow, sr., “Old man,
you do it.” He would not and Grif-

fin proceeded. He had a dull knife
and the operation was extremely puin-:
ful.”

Needleman told the details® about
the same as they had been fold before.
After g-ey were through with him he
said thaf he started to get in the car
when some one said, “Get off that car,
or I'll shoot you off.” Upor this he
states he said, “If you will Take me
back to town, I will tell non& of yoir
‘names,” but they would not.

" “] then started walking to town and
reached here gbout 2:50, after stop-
ping once to §ry to get someone to
bring me ‘to town. When 1 got here
1 saw a lady in front of ans‘ef’s,‘
stopped, and told her who I was, and |
asked her to send a doctor to the Bri.t
Hotel at once. Doctors Wnrren,;

Rhodes and York came.” !

“Mpe sheFiff came in shortly utter
and asked me «if 1 knew any of the
mob, to whith I replied that I did not.”

Told He Had An Hour to Live

Docior Warren then foid me that l
had only, about an hour to live, and f
wanted to knpw if I had any state-|
ment to make. 1 dictated a letter tol
my mother and then’ Aold the doctors |
those 1 knew who had been in the|
mob. 1 knew T. Y. Sparrow, jr., and
s man answering the description of |
Dennis Griffin was there. 1 also toldl
them that I had lied to the sheriff
cbout knowing sny of the members,
because I had lost confidence in him.”

“The Doctors Tayloe came  an
operated on both sides, making tha
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two incisions at once.”

At this point the judge asked the
witness if he wanted to get dinmer
! ‘or go on through his examination. On
| aceount of weakness Needleman asked
| for a recess for lunch. The court was
then adjourned for an hour.

~At the afternoon session Needleman
was again placed on the stand, bu
nothing was added of importance be
fore he was dismissed.

Morning Session

Johnny Gurkin, who was grilled yu
terday by attorneys for the State and
defense for two hours, was called t
the stand this morning and -asked if
he had disclosed -any of the facts in
the case before he made full confession
in Washington, He said that he had
told. the lolidtor only, belore that
time.

Dr. W. E. Warren, county health®of-
ficer and physician, and the first dor-
tor to reach Needléman after he was
injured and had returned to the Brit-t

 stand Dr. H. B. York was called. His

 awakened the night of the mob until

| man.

Prophet Visitor Here

Mr. J. k. Monarch, who lived in Wil-
liam. on several years ago, now a resi-
dent of Lynchburg, Va., has been in
town this. week exhibiting two strange
animals, a ground hog and an arma-
dillo. iy
The armadillo, a native of ‘\lc\uu
and northern South America, is a- pe-
culiar-looking animal, having neither
hair nor hide, but is covered with shell
from the end of his tail to the end of
his nose, and being from two to three
feet in length. It is said that the
little animal can travel 20 miles an
hour. .

The ground-hog-is a native of North
America, and is far famed

weather prophet

as

were -evident lhul he was huvlng in-}
ternal hemorrhages. He said that he
and Doctors Rhodes and York, who
nad feached the bedside, gave him the
proper stimulants and then called Dr.
. T. Tayloe.

After Dr. Warren had

left the

testimony was that he had not been

Sheriff Roberson game to his home in
a car and asked him to go to Needle-
When he reached the hotel Drs.
Warren and Rhodes were there; and
from then his statement was identical
with that of Dr. Warren. He said he
found the patient in a critical condi-
tion, his vitality very low, and life
uncertain.

Dr. Rhodes Unable to Testify

Dr. Rhodes, who was -to have ap-
is ill in  the
with Dr.

peared as a witness
Washington Hospital, apd
Tayloe’s statements yesterday and
Drs. - Warren and York's today the
testimony of the attending physicians
4 allin,

Albert Gurkin, of Griffins Townshij,
a brother of Johnny Gurkin, was the
next State witness to be called.

After statimg that he was 31 years
old and unmarried his statement was
that Elder Stone had told him in Wil-
liamston late Saturday afternoon a
bunch of men were going to take
Needleman out of jail that night. He
consented to join the crowd.

According to the witness he came
to the Skewarkee Church at the ap-
pointed hour. He said, “I think I was
the first to arrive and drove on alit-
ile way. - Upon my return I found two
or three cars, and others kept cdm-
ing. I recognized no one at that time.
In a shert while 25 or 80 men we.e
| present, and Deiuis Griffin lined them
up and counted 26, exactly.- 1 was
next to the la»l and l SAW No one as-
818, rvg him.”

Part of Mob Wu Masked

“Some were magked,” he continued
“and 1 was myself. At the church

|

F. W. bparrow Jr., Very
Much Better 1 onight |

1. "W, Sparrow, jr., who is in
the county jail awa:ting trial, was
acutely sick Tuesday nighi.  “he
atiending physicians thought it
might be scarlet fever or dip-
theria, but he was very mucn bet-
ter Wednesday, and they have di-
agnosed his trouble as an acute
attack of (onsilitis.

wd not see Sparrow, sr., nor Claro
weath.” :
Tells of Jail Breaking

In clear-cut, concise sentences he
«clated the details of the jail break-
mg. He said “I saw Dennis Griffin,
roung Sparrow, and Julian Bullock
i the courthouse yard. ‘T'hey went
around the right side of the building
(oward the jail. About the time they
reached the jail John A. Griffin and 1

0

tollowed. The outside door wus being
opened by Bullock and Griffin  with |
a pair of bolt clippers. They cut|

through quickly, and 1 wus with llwlnl
when they-entered the cell. ;
“Needleman Tha Mr
Sparrow,” but while the cell was being
opened he called him™ Paul Sparrow
Sparrow put a flash light in Needle-
man's face and some one else told
him to get his shoes out and get away
from there. They got away quickly.
I was at the street when Needleman
was brought out. There was one man
on either side of him and possibly one
behind him. He was put in the Buick
car.” "
Gurkin said that he left immediately
for his home and did not turn off the
highway to go to the scene nf the

said, s

| polls and voted.

operation on Needleman,

Before he was given over te eou:wel
for the defense for cross-examination
he answered a few more questions of
Solicitor Gilliam reiterating more fully
some points already gone over.

Upon cross-examination riothing new
was developed in his story. The wit-
ness told how he was masked with a
sack, with holes cut in it for the eyes,
being tied ovey his head. He said that
he confessed because others had. He
H. M.

Stubbs, Sutton, and H. W.

was questioned by - attorneys Cooper;|”

Stubbs.
Roy Grass Next Witness
Koy Gray was the next witness to
tuke che stand. Hon. Lindsay Wurreu,
mude ‘he examination.
He brought out in his examination

nob-by Dennis Gritin, “Ggiffin-asked
lum to go for a ride, and he _consent-
When they got in the Fo¥d road-
ster Juhan Bullock joined them. They
came toward Williamston and while
en route here Griffin. told him wha.
they were going to do. . When they
reached Skewarkee he saw about the
same number of men the other wit-|
nesses had testified to, but recognized
only the ones he was with in the ear
Tom Harrell, Lester Kdmondsony Low-
ery Crogm, of Gold Point, and Edgar
Johnson, Sherwood Roberson Grady
Smith, Jim_Gray, Louis Johnson. His
statement in regard to the proceedings
«of the affair from the church to the|

ed,

recognized John G, Corey, Clarence
Griffin, Allen Griffin, Ben Lilley, John |
H. Coltrain, Juhn Smithwick, Wilson
Griffin, Huhen Griffin, Alfred Griffin, |
Dennis” Griffin, Julian Bullock, F. W.
Sparrow, sr., F. W. Sparrow, jr., E. C.
Stone, Claro Heath, John Gurkin, and
Tommie Lilley. As for Roy Gray, |
can not say, as | do not know-him.

It was discussed by those = present
whether to mutilate or kill Needleman, |
but the witness did not know those|
talking, so he said.

It was agreed to go to the sheriff’s
home and demand the keys-and as-he
knew whére® he lived and many did
not he led the way. The witness said
he did not go in, but talked to. some
of the others while 8 or 10 men went
to the door. He did not know whether
Griffin, Heath, Sparrow, and Bullock
were at the sheriff’s, but he said that
‘he heard some one ask the sheriff for
the keys.

“We left the sheriff’s,” he said, “and
went to the jail, From 4 to 7 men
were in the party that went in the jail.

John A. Grifin was with me.” Going
to-the courthouse a Ford readster and
-a Buick six wete ahead of me. .I Rad
a-roadster and my brother had one.
There was anather one-seated Ford in

sheriff’s, to the jail and back to the
| place where the young manewas 50|
horribly mutilated was practically lhel
same é. that of the Gurkins. He|
said he moyved far enough from the]
spot where the deed was committed |
in plenty of time not to know what,

» took place, and as Griffin and Bullpck
[-did not offer to tell him what had hap-
! pened and he did-not ask he never

| learned what had been done to Needle-
man until the next day.

Gray- and Julian BuMock marrrid
sisters and are close friends.

Elder_Stone Next Witness

Elder E‘(‘b Stone, stepfather of Mrs

F. W. Sparrow, jr., was called after
the examination of Roy Gray had been
completed. '
MTé is a nafive of England and a Prim
itive Baptist minister. In his testi
mony. he was disconcerting to some of
the defense attorneys, especially when
he quoted the Bible and used Biblical
illustrations in answering their ques-
tions. :

His story goes: “1 am 48 years old,
and an ordained minister in the Prim-
itive Baptist CHurch since 1913, I have
been in this county for three and one-
half years. | married Mrs. Griffin,

that he had been invited to Join the{

‘ Messrs. Brown and Owen

I first| from his bedside is {hat he is getting

:

é ; || Hotel, was next called up for the gang. Those getting out of the{the mother of Effie Griffin:
m and B50c || ination. He said the car wére Young Sparrow, Dennis Grif- |-heard of Needlemun's arrest through
had nearly stopped he fin, Julian Bullock, J. A. Griffn,| ”
e = ﬂhm.wmmfm Johnny Gurkin, and Elder Stone.- I|  (Continued oh page 4)
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ITUWN ELECTION

WUIEL AS USUAL

-
W omen Show Two Hundred
Per Cent Increase in Number,
Three¢ Voting This Yecar

Vo.ery

The town eleciion yestefdmy.  va
“as per usuakvery quict.  After the
«\tllﬂf‘lll of the conveniion of some’
little
has been turnad to the election

weeks ago  was over attention

There
was a quiet whispering in the air sev
there would be
but it |
never materializdéd, so there was only ‘

the ticket indorsed by the

eral days ago that an

independent ticket brought out,
convention
o vote on.

|
|
|
was clected  mayor, |

R. L. Cobrun
and W. T, Meadows, (. O. Moore, (.
H. Harrison, K. P. Canningham, and

B.
commissioners. [
Fifty-six votes were cast, a net rain
of five votes over the election of 1923

Hassell were duly clected town |

The pereentage of women voters in« |
at this

vole

creased election
In 1922

a woman;

200 per cent

one lone was  cast by

vesterday three visited the '

This brings the per

centage of inicregse
this ‘year n\'c%xl
that of the mg¢nh

J. 8. Cook and T
poll holders for the

of women voters

quite a4 bit over
w

day

Thomas were

RobKers Get $5,000
From Sheriff Harri: |

Washingion, May 4. T'he oflice of
James H. Harris, sherift of Beaufort
County, was entered and the sufe rob
l');'d last night of $5,000 in cash, in
cluding $200 in gold, the latter the|
property of the sheriff’s wife, The
balance was tax money. There was
no clue 1o the robbers. |
discovered this morning that |
explosives, but|
safe. |
LA

Modern Woodmen Meet ;
Held iw Elizabeth City

Messrs. M. L.
Salem, . F. M.
R. S. Owens, of Lexington, and H. V
Rees, of Oakland, Calif. weré in town |
to Elizabeth City,

the State
Woodmen of

It was
the looters
worked the combination of the

used no

Tremain, of Winston-
Brown, of Greensboro,

this week en route
where they will attend
council of the Modern
America. !

M. Stute
are district |

Tremain s deputy +
|

[ deputies and Mr. Rées  is national |
deputy of the Modern Woodmen. 1

Mr. Rees stated thy!  he found |
North Caroliva ranks .among (qu;

great Siates of the Union. In road
building, schools, public¥hutlding, and
many other things -it apparently out-
classes any of 4he many States he has
visited.

Belt]am”in S. Uark
Dies in €hester, Va

i
|
|
|
[
‘
\
|

MR J. 5. Clark, of Belhaven, passed
through town Tuesday morning on
his way to Chester, Va., to attend the
funeral “and be at the burial of hisg|
| brother, Jenjamin S. Clark, who died
early Tuesday morning. He was buried
at Petersburg on  Wednesday, at 2
p: m.

. Mr. Clark, for many years cashier
uf the Bank of Roper, became ill about
four years ago and has since been an |
invalid. His wife, who was Miss Lee
Roberson, of Martin County, survives |
him.

Elm City Physicians
Visit Doctor Warrer
il

Dr. W. E. Moore and Dr. S. Putpe)
and wife, of Elm City, visi ed Dr. and
Mrs. W. E. Warren here Tuesday.

Dr. Moore is hot only a practicing
physician but is a real orator and
stands -high in the political councils
of the State,

Dr., Rhodu Taken to Hospital

Dr. J. 8. Rhodes was taken to the
Wauhlnmon Hospital yesterday after-
noon and operated upon immediately
after his arrival. The latest news

along very well. He was accompanied |
to Washington by Drs: D. T. Tayloe,
D. T. Tayloe, jr., and J, H. &unden.
i
L]
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Oak Ctiy High School Is Host

To Many Distinguished Guests
Gathered for Commencement
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Need Good- Markeiing System
Lhe Governor stiessed the need of

« murketing system by saying that

“u the farmers and producers had a |
goud marke g ¢m, they would
bl iesults. A it-is, the producer

averyges getting only "84 per cent of .
[the dollar that his prodice sells for. &
Another mark of ilitfficieri®® is ina-
bility to ‘prodtce at s minimum cost.
“Farmers must be educated. Ol4"®
methods are pone. - We must adopt
modert: methods. The days of the ox
cart ave gone. Slip-shod methods are
gone. The farmers must “tnderstand '
business methods or - they ~are lost
This is one of the prime néeds of the
State today. and edueation through the .




