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Total of 160 Pupils and 3
T Were Absent
. - Yesterday
REOPENS JANUARY 28

Action Follows Suggestion of Joint
Meeting of Physicians and School
Committeemen

With 160 pupils and 3 teachers ab-
sent from classes yesterday in the Rob-
ersonville school, authorities there, act-
ing upon the advice of physicians,
ciosed the school for a two weeks'
period, or until the influenza epidemic
now raging there subsides, it was stat-
¢d in an announcement made by Prin-
cipal R. I. Leake yesterday afternoon.
The large number of absentees brought
about by the disease called for immedi-
ate actioh, and after discussing the
situation with Robersonville physic-
iuns and school committeemen yester-
day morning, the suspension of work
for two weeks was announced by Mr.
Leake that afternoon. 2
« While it was not stated in the an-
nouncement that the sudden closing
was ordered as a precautionary meas-
vre, two reasons were advanced for the
suspension of class work. Those stu-
who were absent could not get the
benefit of daily class work and would
naturally fall behind in their studies,”
was given as one of the main rea-
sons for the board’'s action. It was

" also pointed out that the low average

v
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daily attendance would cause the
school to lose at least two teachers
for the 1929-30 term, as apportioned
by the State Department of Educa-
tion.

Several of the teachers there left
for their homes last night and this
morning, two or three living long dis-
tances from this section are planning
to remain, However, it was stated last
night,

Authorities expect to reopen the
86 o1 on January 28, provided the in-

fltenza »..0vion there shows improws-
ment.
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FIREMEN MERT
IN BELHAVEN

————
Ten Members of ' Local
Fire' Department At
Session

men's association held' at Belhaven
last Tuesday night.

The Belhaven fire campony and its
town board had planned an interest-
ing program and warmly welcomed
visitors. J. Con Lanier, mayor of
town of Greenville, responded to
entertaining company’s welcome

After the meeting closed, the visi-
tors were invited to one of the oyster
houses where a numbr of oysters
were served them.

Program of Services At
irst Methodist Church

0. P. FitsGerald, Pastor

" Evening
service 7:30; subject, “In the Name of
Religion.”

Sunday = sclicol - 9:45. Hi-League

Y 9 L2 .

~

Mr. E. Y. Floyd, tobacco specialist
of State College, Raleigh, has been
booked' by County Agent T. B. Bran-
don for a meeting here next Monday
afternoon at 2 o'clock in the court-
house with tobacco farmers and fer-
tilizer dealers. Mr, Floyd, one of the
best authorities in the Eastern tobacco
belt on fertilization and cultivation of
tobacco, will discuss these two features
before the meeting and answer any
questions that the farmers might ask.

During the past two years, Mr.
Floyd has assisted in conducting fer-
tilizer and cultivation tests in this
county, and he is in a position to offer
valuable information as to the best
methods of raising tobacco. His dis-
cussion will be based on the data He-

rived from the two demonstrations in
this county, and according to Agent
Brandon, farmers who possibly can do
so should avail th lves of this op-
portunity to ask questions that might
prove of much value.

Besides discussing the best methods
of fertilizing and cultivating the crop,
Mr. Floyd will give demonstrations in
treating tobacco seed. Farmers who
50 desire are asked to bring their seed
with them to the meeting, where it
will be treated and returned to the
owners,

At 7:30 that evening, the tobacco
specialist will hold a meetingg in the
Jamesville school building. All farm-
ers in that section are urged to attend
the meeting.

DIRECTORS OF
B. & L. IN MEET

—_— .
Tenth Series of Stock Ma-
tures; To Be Paid Off
Next Monday

it iy

At a meeting of the board of direc-
tors of the Martin County Building
and Loan Association held here this
week, the tenth series of the organiza-
tion's stock was ordered paid off. The
payment will be effected Monday, the
14th, it was stated. This series of
stock matured in 332 weeks and made
for its holders a net earning of 6 per
cent. Approximately $30,000 will be
paid out to the shareholders, according
to a statément made by one of thg of-
ficers yesterday.,

The following officers were elected
for the coming year: C. A, Harrison,
president; E. P, Cunningham, vice
president; Mrs. Vella A, Wynne, treas
vrer; “Wheeler Martin, secretary and
attorney. &

The board of directors is copposed

B. Cone; E. P. Cunningham, C. D.
te '-rléarpheu. N. C. Green, C. B. Clark,
K. B.'Ceqwford, Wheeler Martin, B.
M. Worsley, v. ;. Taylor, and D, G.
Matthews.

The association now has stock
totaling $21,217.66 and mortgage
ot $159,299.81; a total of $180,51747.

The twenty-fourth series of stock
will go on sale March 1, Officers of

" |the Association say they. expect a big

issue of this series.

SEVERAL HURT IN
SAUSAGE MILLS

| ——
Alonzo Revels

.and Dan
Jones Painfully Hurt
At Hog Killings

pol— ¢
The modern way of grinding sausage
meat in this section is proving costly
to many farmers. Yesterday -Alonzo
Revels, farmer in Griffins Township,
had the tip of one of his fingers
‘chewed off in one of the sausage mills,
and earlier in the week Pan Jones, an-
other farmer, suffered a similar hurt,
Both men were rushed here, where, lo-
cal doctors bandaged their fingers.
While the wounds are not congidered
serious, they were said to be very

ful.. It is thoi that neither of
the victims will be Fﬂy,m&lwd
as to the use of fingers after the
wounds heal. "

During the past two or thrée years,
practically all the larger farmers in
section have improyised power

for grinding their meats. The
of a Ford is jacked up and

of the folloWwigig: €~ A. Harrison, P.|

HOME AGENT’S
WORK OUTLINED

e
To Stage Kitchen Contest
During Spring; Food
Work Continued

By LORA SLEEPER
(Martin County Home Demonstration
Agent)

The regular schedule of club meet-
ings has been carried this week. The
women of Ange Town held their reg-
ular meetings on Monday. Many of
the club members throughout the coun-
ty have been victims of influenza. One
club was unable to have its meeting
owing to illness of its members.

The women’s clubs throughout the
county are eontinuing food work this
year, All members carrying out prac-
tices learned at the meetings and com-
pleting two years work in foods will
receive certificates. This should be an
inducement to. the women of the vari-
ous clubs. The second year's work
will be composed of the following
demonstrations, “Study of Meats and
Meat Cookery,” “Meat substitutes,”
“salads,” “breads,” etc. Miss’ Mary E.
Thomas plans to visit Martin County
f y this year to conduct nutri-
tionl schools with the leaders.

s ¢ will be a kitchen contest this

Fourteen women in the coun-
e signed up for this so far,
There should be ntany more interest-
ed. This will be open to those out-
side of club memberghip. Three com-
munities are, so far represented. Miss
Pauline Smith will score the kitchens
first and return a few weeks later to
sec how much improvement has been
made. At the present time Miss Smith
is ill but expects to be improved in a
few days so this work will go on.

Warning

Many of the people in Martin Coun-
ty are now busy with their annual hog
killing. All women should keep in
mind that the hog is chiefly fat and
very easy to spoil. It should be kept
in a cool, clean place away from flies.
There are more bacteria living in hog
meat than any other meat eaten, which
makes spoilage frequent, It is possibl
to can hog meat, but in doing so the
meat should be canned in a pressure
z00kef only, to insure the meat against
spoilage. It is well, even at this time,

to keep the fair in mind and can in

clear glass, glass-top jars, either pints

or quarts, - piy
EASSURETE N SELNES

Rev. ] Y, Yandell To Be
Local Presbyterian Pastor
e 2

Rev. J. Y. Yandell, of Tarboro, will

conduct the regular services for the
Presbyterians here¢ Sunday morning

and evening, it was announced this
morning. Sunday school will be held

" | at, the regular hour, 9:45, the morning

service at 11, and the evening
at 7:30 o'clock.

As a result of recent arrangements
made by the local church, Mr. Yan-
dell will head the work here instead
of Rev. Dick, as was announced a few
weeks ago. Rev. Mr. Dick will limit
his_ services to the Ahoskie church,
while Mr. Yandell will head the work
here and in the surrounding communi-
ty. He will continue his residence in
Tarboro, it was stated.

service

According to the new schedule of

services, the church here | will hold

EI ' Williamston, Martin County, North Carolina, Friday, Januaty 11, 1929
Tobacco Specialist To Meet
With Farmers Here Monday

E. Y. Floyd, of State College, Booked by County Agent
For Meeting at Courthouse at 2 O’clock Monday;
To Be at Jamesville ag 7:30 Monday Night

MORE ALARMS; *
SMALLER FIRE
LOSS LAST YEAR

(R .
Fire Company Had 23 Calls
Last Against 10 for

Year Before
TOTAL LESS BUT $8,270
Damage Durfhg Past Year Was More

Evenly Distributed; Four Losses
Of Over $1,000

3 —_—

While ‘he alarms were greater by 13
last year than they were the year be-
fore, Williamston's fire loss. in 1928
was only $8,270, as compared with a
loss totalling $14,100 in 1927. Where
the loss was confined mainly to one or
two fires during 1927, damage during
the year just ended was more evenly
scatteréd, several buildings valued a-
bove the $1,000-mark having been
burned.

According to records kept by the
chief of the local volunteer company,
the greatest loss incurred was when
the negré school building burned. The
next heaviest loss was the fire destroy-
ing the Garden Terrace property. Es-
timated loss from the fire burning the
garage and automobile of Mr. J. G.
Godard, jr., was placed at $1,500, this
being the third largest fire loss here
during 1928, Only one other fire ran
as high as the $1,000 mark, and that
was the burning of Harrison Bros,
& Company’s stables.

In 1927 ten alarms were turned .in,
but only nine of them were answered
by the members of the volumteer com-
pany, the tenth one being a false alarm
on Christmas night. Where, in 1927,
the siren remained silent from the lat-
ter part of January to September, the
deafening ‘whistle was heard in prac-
tically ever month during 1928, In
January of last year five alarms were
turned in.  There were four calls in
March and three in September, the
month the company answered calls to
two big fires within 24 hours of each
other,

The cause of several of the fires is
a mystery and will probably remain
secret.  However, the records show
that the majority of the fires were
started by defective flues or sparks
dropping on roo.h. While there is no
pl’bo( to substantiate a claim, it is be-
lieved by members of the fire com-
piny that two of the buildings were
fired intentionally, . Several of the
blazes occurring during the year
were the result of carelessness,

Of the 23 fires reported, 11 were of |
s0 little consequence that damage rec-
ords  were not kept. In six other in+
stances the damage varied from $5 to
$15.

In answering the 23 alarms, Chief
H. D, Harrison and,the members of
the volunteer company responded
splendidly and did exceptional work in
checking what looked to be disastrous
blazes. The chief and his company
associates, while they are willing to
offer their best services in_fighting
fires, are urging the people to cooper-
ate with them in preventing fires and
possible loss of life and property.

—ee———

Farmers & Merchants Bank
Presents a Good Statement

—_—
The statement of the F-meﬁ“bq::_'

Merchants Bank published in our la
issue shows a healthy recovery from
the black year of 1924, Local bankers
say that 1924 was the worst year
ever experienced in banking. In the
early spring of 1926 the Savings and
Trust bank closed and at that time
the deposits of the Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank had dropped to $200,-
000 and during the following summer
its deposits dropped to $126,000.
Very few banks could stand such a
drastic drop in its deposits, but the
local institution stood the test and
now carries deposits in the sum of
$806,344.58.

This bank is one of the strongest
in the State, and today it has the
confidence of the people which it
deserves. It has stood this drop in
deposits and yet has not-made any
unreasonable demiands on the people
money, It has -
loans on absolute
depositors and after al'
in banking, the careful
making of loans is the backbone of
safety for the commiunity and a bank
is the holder of the community poc-

Program of Services
At Episcopal Church

“Me for the Sunny South,” Rev. A.
H. Marshall stated in a letter announc-
ing services in the Episcopal Church
hére next Sunday. Mr. and Mrs. Mar-
shall have been on a visit to their
daughter in - Nelsonville, Ohio, and
while there the manager suffered an
attack of the “flu.” In his letter, writ-
ten there last Monday, Mr. Marshall
that he was much better and
fo leave the next day
He

FIND MUTUAL
INSURANCE PAYS

[ —r—
50 Farmer-Members of Fire
Insurance Association
In Meeting Here

With approximately fifty farmer
members present, plans of the oper-
ation of the Martin County Branch
of the Farmers Mutual Fire Insur-
ance association during 1928 were
made at an annual meeting held in
the courthouse here last Tuesday.
Various reports were made concern-
ing the operation of the association
during the year just closed, and of-
ficers were elected for 1928,

The Martin County branch of the
association has, in its 356 years of
operation, grown to be a million and
a quarter dollar institution, carrying
insurance covering losses caused by
fire, wind and lightning. Offering this
protection, the report rendered at the
Tuesday meeting showed where evry
claim had been paid during 1928 and
-that the average cost per thousand
was around $3.16. In the cyclone de-
struction & few years ago the cost
ran as high as $10 on the $1,000
property insured, but during several
years, the cost has been less than §1
ond the one thousand dollar property
insurance.

The condition of the company, ac-
cording to th eannual report, is bet-
ter than ever in the life of the as-
sociation, an increase of eight per
cent in insurance and an increase of
23 per cent in cash on hand being re-
ported for 1928,

It has been the policy of the or-
ganization to assess only such sums
as were actually necessary to pay
losses and no surplus has been laid
aside, The 682 members say they pre-
fer keeping their money in their
own hands until needed rather than
to create a large fund to keep idle.
The loyalty of the membership has
proven, for more than a third of a
ceuntry, that the compnny\h safe and
sound,

The following township directors
were elected for this year: James-
ville, J. F. Jackson, R. G. Sexton,
John H. Bailey; Williams, W. W.
Griffin, Joshua L. Coltrain and B. L.
Gardner; Grifins, B. McManning,
Henry Roberson and Plenny Peel;
Bear Grass, Joseph S. Griffin, A. W.
Bailey, Calvin Ayers; Williamston, L.
B. Harrison, J. D. Bowen, W. S. Peel;
Cross Roads, J. A. Ausbon, J. H. D,
Peel, Henry D, Peel; Robersonville,
B. R. Jenkins, A. E. Smith, T. A.
Bunting; Poplar Point, J. R. Har-
rison, R. L. Taylor, LeRoy Taylor;
Hamilton, W. 8. Rhodes, Ed Purvis,
T. B. Slade, jr.; Goose Nest, W. R.
Everett, W. J. Johnson, N. F. Brown.

W. C. Manning was elected presi-
dent and James L. Coltrain, secre-
tary-treasurer, Sylvester Peel, Henry
C. Green and Samuel T, Everett were
named on the county board of direc-
tors,

LOCAL SCHOOL
NOT TO CLOSE

—ie—
Attendance Is Holding Up
Remarkably Well, Say
Authorities

N ——
“Unless the influenza epidemic
Rthu largef proportions, the local
school will continue to operate,” it
was stated last night by local authori-
ties. While the number of absences
in the local school is greater than usu-
al, the situation is not to be consid-
ered alarming, it was stated by the
principal, Mr, L, H. Davis, last night.

According to statements made by
physicians all over the country, the
closing of the schools can hardly be
considered as a precautionary measure,
However, when the number of ab-
sences reach that proportion where
few more than half the pupils are able
to avail themselves of the class instruc-
tion, then it is no more thay right to
close, it was pointed out. #

Reports from all over the county
shows that the number of absences in
the schools is much greater than usu-
al. In the rural districts, the number
of absences is attributed to the many
hog killings and unfavorable-weather
rather than to the influenza epidemic.

So far as reports could be checked,
it is believed that the Robersonville
community is suffering most from the
malady. And where conditions were
thought to be favorable last Monday,
considering the scope of the disease,
a sudden turn for the worse was re-
corded yesterday.

Mrs. Winnie Guilford
' chs at Gold Point

rs. Winnie mm. one of Mar-

LOCAL SCHOOL
BOARD MEETS

- \
Several Minor Changes in
New School Building
Are Suggested

——o—

Meeting last Wednesday night for
the first time in the new year, the lo-
cal school board appointed a comniit-
tee to go before the county educational
board next Monday with a proposal
to make two or three minor changes in
the construction: of the new school
building here. These changes, minor
as far as construction is concerned,
will be necessary to meet the needs of
the local school as it is now operating.
One of the proposed changes has to
do with the science department, and
where the p!‘ns call for a science lab-
oratory and a science class room, the
local committee considers it_better to
have two laboratories and no class
room for the science department. In
another proposed change, the commit-
tee would have the rooms planned for
vocational agriculture constructed so
as to be used by a commercial depart-
ment.

These changes, it was stated by a
membet of the local school board, will
be necessary to meet the conditions as
they are now and will be during the
next 10 years. In explaining the rea-
son for the proposed changes, the
board member stated that while there
are a number of rural children in the

|.In\\'er grades, it will be at least ten

years before theé high school reached
that point, where the number of rural
students would be large enough to jus-
tily a course in vocational agriculture.
To receive State aid for vocational ag-
riculture in a school, the school has to
enroll at least 30 in that course, it was
pointed out by the lotal prineipal- yes-
terday. 1 these  proposed  changes
meet with the county board's approv-
al, the preparatory work to an accred-
ited commercial school will have been
dune.

In an effort to bring athletics in the
local school under a more uniform con-
trol, the board, in its meeting Wednes-
day, placed all sports under the super-
vision of.the principal and one mem-
ber of the board. It will be the duty
of the principal and the beard mem-
ber, according to the decision reached

ESTABLISHED 1898

Over 700 Carloads Farm
Products Shipped From
Here In Past Six Months

"TOBACCO HEADS

LIST WITH TOTAL
OF 354 CARLOADS

. e
All Previous Records Brok-
en By Shipments From
This Point

———
134 CARS OF PEANUTS

P i,
Cotton Is Close Third With 122 Car-
loads; Boat Line Handles Large
Proportion of Freight

— e

Seven hundred and thirty-seven solid
carloads of peanuts, cotton, tobacco,
lumber, logs, Irish potatoes, and corn
were shipped from this point during
the last six months of the year just
ended, according to shipping records
at the Atlantic Coast Line station and
the office of the Norfolk, Baltimore &
Carolina Boat Line. A review of the

shipments from this point during the -

past-several years shows that the out
going freight in the last six months of
1928 equalled and surpassed all former
records.

According to the records, tobacco
topped the list of shipments, around
354 carloads of that commodity being
shipped out during the period. There
were a number of shipments made in
less than carload lots, and when these
are counted in with the 354 carloads,

it is estimated that more than 6,000

kogsheads of tobacco wetg, shippgd out
during the six-months period..

The lowly peanut came in to claim
second place in the shipment rating.
A total of 134 cars, or approximately
38,159 bags were shipped to the large
peanut markets in Norfolk and Suffolk
during the six months. Cotton was
next in order, 122 carloads of the com-
madity being shipped to bonded ware-
houses in Virginia mainly. The ship-
ment, numbering - 3,650 bales, consti-
tutes almost one-half the cotfon crop
raised in the county.
number of bales were brought here
for-shipment over the Norfolk, Balti-
more & Carolina Boat Line from sev-
eral of the surrounding counties. Oak
City is said to be the best cotten cen-
ter in the county, and when fi¥e ship-
nient are confined to the dne county,
that town will lead in the number of
bales freighted to the markets.

The log and lumber business carried

at the meeting, to supervise equipment
purchases and the care of all athletic
property. In general the board repre-
scotative and the principal will assist in
all business transactions and see that
all records are properly filed and kept.

FAIR MANAGERS
ARE ORGANIZED

g A

Will Hold First Meeting in
Raleigh January 24-25;
Local Manager Member

s The North Carolina Association of
Fairs, recently organized when 30 man
agers and secretaries of 23 fair asso-
ciations over the State met in Raleigh
and discussed the need of such an or-
ganization in this State, will hold its
first meeting in the Sir Walter Hotel,
Raleigh, the 24th and 25th of this
month, according to Mr. John L.
Rodgerson, manager of the Roanoke
Fair Association here.

The objectives of the association,
Mr. Rodgerson- stated, will be of great
help in bringing about better fairs in
the State. These objectives, as were
pointed out by the Roanoke Fair man-
ager, are far-reaching, they having to
do with' encouraging education, agri-
culture, livestock production, poultry
raising, and* all allied industries. The
association will also make investiga-
tions and disseminate knowledge and
promote the study of improved meth-
ods of conducting fairs, "

The association is divided into four
districts, Western, Piedmont, Central,
and Eastern. The last district, in
which_the Roanoke, Hair is included, is

co'mpoud of ten counties,

Baptists Announce
Services for'Sunday

The' pastor will preach Sunday
morning on the text, “Never man
,_'P.k., like this man”, or, as Wey-

's translation has it, “No mere
man ever spoke asjHe spoke”.

At _the evening hour- the pastor
will have for his theme, “Does ' the

1day?” ath o]

Now that the holiday season is
completely passed, it is desired that
the entire membership resume their
places at the church, attending as
many of the services as is possible.

church ;

on in the section during the six months
period is not to be ignored, for ship-
ments of logs and manufactured lum-
ber totaled 66 cars, Approximately 40
carloads of lumber manufactured at
the Murray & McCabe mill here were
shipped to points all ever the several
adjoining States and Maryland. Log
shipnents totaled around 26 cars by
rail and approximately 300 by barge.

Irish potatoes was the next largest
single- commodity shipment; only 15
carloads of the farm product being
shipped, however,

The lone feature of the shipping rec-
ords was one car of corn.. There were
several smaller shipments of corn, but
in all the amount billed out was very
small,

Other freight, handled in carload
lots, totaled 45  carloads, Cross-ties
and various other articles constituted
the shipments included in the 45 cars.

While these» shipments were started
in July, the majority .of the commodi-
ties mentioned were handled in Oc-
tober, November, and December. Long
lines of box cars were pulled from the
sidings here practically every week
day, while the Norfolk, Baltimore &
Carolina line was running extra boats
to care for the shippers’ demands.
Solid boat loads of cotton left here
day after day, and in less than three
months' time, the boat line handled
over 3,611 bales of cotton, 9,359 bags

of peanuts, and 1,096 hogsheads of
tohacco. -
* To combine the shipments into one
large one, a train six miles long would
be necessary to move all the commodi-
ties at one time.

With these shipments -constituting
only a part of the county's commodi-
ties, one can well imagine the import-
ance of agriculture here.

—— p—————

Local Boys and Girls
Win Over Windsor

The local schoal's Basketball ball

However, a large -

.
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