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W hat Has New York To Do With It?

What have New York financiers got to do with
North Carolina tax laws?

According to one Raleigh newspaper correspond-
ent, they seem very much interested. The correspond-
ent says that “certain financial institutions telephoned
Governor -Gardner, urging him to call a special ses-
sion of the legislature for the purpose of reducing the
cotton acreage.” He goes on to say that when they
found out the true status of affairs in North Carolina,
that the governor had no veto power, and that some
legislators really wanted to bring up the taxation
question, they back-tracked and urged the governor
not to call a special session’of the legislature.

Why are financial institutions of
Carolina tax legisla-

The question is:
New York interested iri North
tion?

Need.of Economy in Our Courts

Smithfield Heraid.

Public justice is now, and always has been, a costly
factor in the governmental affairs of this state. At
this time, when every oifé is trying to minimize the cost
of state and county gevernment, a look in upon the
cost of operating the courts of Johnston County is a
matter of interest to every axpayer in the county.

To give a-tomprehensive account of all money spent
in ..he operation of our courts is a thing impracticable,
and we can only cite a few of the most outstanding
figures touching this subject. No attempts will be
made at. this time to discuss the operation of the re-
corder’s court, and the facts presented now relate sole-

ly to the costof operating the Superior Court. Dur-
ing the year 1930, twenty-two weeks were devoted to
terms of Superior Court in Johnston County. The
cost of paying jurors, court stenographers; emergency
judges, and other items incidental to the operation of

these five and a ha!f ‘months of court amounted to
$23,000. Only about $9,000 were turned to the treas-
ury from litigants, . In 1931, fifteen weeks, or- four
months lacking one week, were required to try cases,
criminal and civil,. in the superior court, and the av-
erage cost of a little above a thousahd dollars per
month was required to defray expenses. - Of these fif-
teen weeks, all were regular terms with the t‘xtt‘]){l()ll
of three weeks.

The Johnston County Bar
marized the work now- pending on the civil dotkets
of the superior court and has asked.the county com-
missioners for six weeks of court for the year 1932
in addifien to the regular twelve weeks assigned to
This would indicate that the coun-

\wuininn has " sum-

Johnston Gounty.
ty is again facing another very costly year from the
standpoint of court operations. Howeéver, when the
petition of the bar was considered here last Monday
by the county commissioners, only two weeks of the

six asked for were approved. Doubtless other court
terms will receive further comsideration later in the
new year,

Some of the facts in regard to the need for more
courts are to be reckoned with. There are three
hundred untried civil actions now pending the dock-
ets, and two hundred criminal actions are also await-
ing trial. Deferring the trial of these actions will not
settle them, nor will it lessen the cost in their final
disposition. On the other hand, delays and contin-
uances pile up added costs to every unsettled case.

It has been apparent in the past that sometimes
special terms of court have been ordered here and
when ‘the courts were opened, there seemed to be a
general lack of preparedness on all hands, and the

judges themselves. have acquiesced to the dilatory

methods of the other court officials, In this way,
much valuable time has been whiled away with little
done.

In the face uf the hard times and in keeping with
the effort that the county commissioners and other
agencies of the county are making to reduce taxes,
it seems reasonable that court officials, as well as liti-
gants, should use the time of the regular courts to
the very best possible advantage to the end that less
special courts be required, and thereby less expense
to the taxpayer.

The Double Standard of Coinage

In considering the silver question, Sir Henry Deter-
ding, the famous English financier, said recently: “It
is absurd to be tied to one metal—gold—of which
there is not enough to go around, and of which the
bulk has been cornered by two countries. The world
seems to-have gone mad in the search for gold, which
for practical purposes is useless, while necessities of
life, such as wheat and cotton, are almost unsale-
able . . ..

“Why be tied to a single standard when nature has
provided in silver another metal equally suitable for
currency purposes? . . . Why not fall back upon sil-
ver as a second string in the present currency crisis?

“Countries which have adopted a gold standard
seem determined to vie with one another to rid them-
selves of “their stocks of silver at all costs, It is this
boycott ofisilver by those who wish to make gold the
only standard™which has caused the disasatrous fall
in silver, rather than lack of demand . .."”

The most encouraging phase of the silver problem
now is the effort being given, by business and govern-
ments, to solve it. The reestablishment of silver on
a fair basis would not suddenly create world pros-
perity— but it would do much to clear the economic
clouds now menacing all great nations and would pre-
vent another great world-wide panic in the future.

Why Government Costs So Much

Most of the talk and promises for reducing govern-
mental expense comes from the fellow that is on the
outside. Just as soon as a fellow gets into office, then
he shuts up as tightly as a clam and is as dumb as
an oyster,

We are paying our/Congressmen twice as much as
they are worth on an average—$10,000 a year is just
naturally too much for what 98 per cent of them do.
The trend is when a man gets an office he miscon-
strues his trust, and instead of being a servant of the
people he feels that he should be a lord over them.

Another branch of our government that is outrag-
eously wasteful is our pension system, where thous-
ands of fellows who are as “sound as a bullet” are
working their way .on the pension roll. It generally
depends on how much “pull” the fellow has and how
many crooked statements he is willing to make,

Then there ‘are millions who are tax-dodgers, and
never willing to pay their fair share of the govera-
mental burdens.

By the time a vast percentage of our population
refuse to assume their reasonable portion of govern-
mental burdens and another vast number are doing
all in their power to milk the government of every
cent they can, we need not wonder that honest and
fair-minded people are having it pretty hard.

The money expended during the war, coupled with
the war pensions that we, our children, and our grand-
children are going to be burdened with for the next
60 years will certainly keep us poor,
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A GIFT OF

Fine Jewelry

IS A JOY FOREVER

Rings — Brooches — Pearl Necklaces —

To a woman, it is the most precious gift of all.
- To a man, a token revealing the lasting sentiment of
the giver. Indeed, yes, modern jewelry becomes more
cherished with the passing years. So we suggest— .

FOR “HER": :
Ear Rings

FOR “HIM":

Pocket Watches and Chains — Cuff Links — Knives

STOCK NEW

_ BIG LINE OF NEW, BICYCLES

T

THE LETTER-BOX
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GOD 18 CALLING
It has been said that the way to
hell is paved with good intentions. It
is true that the things that count must

not make Williamston the best place
in North Carolina? It can be done,
and it is in the hands of the church
people to do it. How By being truth-
ful to the vows taken at the altar of
your church. It is strange how folks,
especially church folks, want to be
thought of as truthful and honest, and
yet do not make an earnest effort to
be truthful to God and the church, I
think if I did not love God enough
to try to do right, I would be afraid
of what might happen to me or mine.
I do not know what the obstacles
are that keep you from going to
church and Sunday school and taking
an active part in the other organiza-
tions of the church, but God does. I
know some say one thing and others
say something else. Whatever, dear
read, you may be using as a reason
or an exouse, suppose God removes
it. I think when you say you cannot
do the things so badly needed to be
done, you are putting it up to God to
make it so you can by getting out of
the way your difficulties.

Here are some of the excuses I
have heard: “My business keeps me
worked down;” “I have so much cook
ing to do;” *My baby or children
keep me from doing;” “The preacher
hasn’t visited me as much as“he should
have,” and so on. These are the things
God sent to be a help to us and His
work. Are we to let them become a
curse? There are people who are
regular in their attendance upon the
church and its organizations who have
more duties, poorer health and other
handicaps- than you, perhaps; yet, you
say God has made it impossible for
you to do your part. Again, I' ask, do
you want God to remove these causes
that you claim keep you from doing
your part or to fix us so we cannot
attend to and support God's work?

I am hoping and praying in spite of
our feeble minds, feeble hodiee, the
children in the home and so on that
all may be more faithful to our
churches during the New Year. Don't
delay; it is too risky.

I think most folks who are mot
making an earncst effort to do their
part by the church would feel better
il they honestly faced themselves with
the faet ‘that they are not interested
in God, the Savior, and His church
as miuch as they should be. This is a
great sin, and you will suffer hcle and
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be more than “good intentions.” Why |

ODRTH CAROLINA

may be finally lost because of this sin.

May Gold help you before it is too
late. The pastors are hoping to see
your face in the congregation next

Sunday. The good God says come
C. T. ROGERS, Pastor,

Williamston Methodist Church.
IALI OF :8LEA E FARM
Under and by virtue of the author-

ity conferred upon us in a deed of
trust executed by John N. H
(unmarried) on the 18th day of ch
1926, and recorded in book X-2, page
255-256, we will, on Saturday, the 26th
day of December, 1931, at 12 o'clock
noon, at the courthouse door in Mar-
tin County, Williamston, N. C,, sell
at public auction, for cash, to the high-
est bidder, the following land, to wit:
Beginning on the orth Carolina
State Highway Route No. 90, at the
E. corner of the lands of the heirs of
N. S. Peel and running thence al
said line N. 30 E. 13 poles, thence
61 E. 4 1-2 poles; thcnce N. 13 E. 10
poles; thence N. 3 E. 10 poles; thence
N. 31 E. 6 poles; thence N. 14 W.
15 1-2 poles, thence N. 37 E. 6 poles,

Restless,
could not sleep

thence N. 2 W. 28 poles; thence N.
11 E. 10 poles; thence N, 37 E. 12
wb.,thmeN.J!‘.lSpolu; N. 28
. 16 tx;.olel; tNheuf; “}II {2 E.hl'l
poles; ence . poles;
thence N. 85 E. 20 poles; thence N.| This sale is made by reason
L B
; thence N. poles; thence
E. 15 poles; thence along the| debtedness secured, by
nds of Theodore Roberson S. 11.30 tnut.
190pole-,thences 58 W. 20 poles; demofﬂwcm'iﬂhn-
Nuw.al-zmmﬁuaﬁd at the
58 W. 16 poles, thence S. 69 W. the 13th ay of November,
16 poles, thence S. 51 W. 12 poles; ”‘ NATIONAL
thence along the lands of the Cotanch| BANK OF DURHAM,
Hei 12 'W. M_pdnls. 59 W. dlD“' N C. Trastee,

‘Shucks . . I'm Rich Now.’

See what his daddy gave him? A
Bank Account in his OWN NAME.
And is that boy proud? He's al-
ready told his pals he’s going to
“save every dime and nickel he gets
from now on.”

A Splendid, Thrift-Teaching, Christmas Gift Idea
For Any Parent

Branch Banking
& Trust Company

WILLIAMSTON, N. C.
Sound Banking and Trust Service for Eastern
Carolina

MOTHER WANTS
AN ELECTRIC
RANGE FOR

EE times a day, every day, Mother spends
most of her time in the kitchen preparing our
meals. We can reduce this work---most” of
. Let's show her our love by giving her -
& modem, automatic Electric Range this Christ. |

The economy of an Electric Range is not to
be measured in dollars and cents only, but in

Mother's strength, comfort, convenience and

She knows the many gco! l.ousekeeping features )
ok ;o*i' Electrical!; .
good features of modein cicctric ranges. Why
ot come in NOW and buy Mother's Christmas

)

-9

She knows the many

MRS. SANTA CLAUS
SAYS “ELECTRIC
GIFTS COMBINE |
BEAUTY WITH
UTILITY...S68 -




