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Reviewing the Campaign

“The Roosevelt victory is of such mammoth pro-
portions as to leave no room lor his opponepts to be
bitter or critics to cavil It 15 =0 overwhelming that
alibis, analvses and explinalions-seem foolish.—The
only thing to do is cheerfully accept the result, with
\\lil.lllf‘T that it was possible to be so blind before the

election to the irresistible nature of the combination

of sentiment and forces behind him.’

So wrote Frank Kent, one of the most fortright of

: ’ , A
Roosevelt-crities Fhis—view—is—generally_held by the

professional publicists who supported Landon, Those
who supported the President say with justice that
they anticipated the result, that it was inevitable—
though most of them were surprised by the extent of
the victory

For the sake of the record, here is how the great

battle of 1936 came out: The President carried 40

states. Tor a total of 523 electoral votes. Governor
Landon carried two states, with 8 electoral votes. The
popular vote gave the President a majority ol about
10,000,000 — 26,000,000 to 16,000,000 for his oppon-
ent. It was the most decisive electoral college victory

since the two-party system became well established

So far o goud.  Bit when it comes o guessing why
Mr. Rovsevell achieved the unprecedented, there is
considerable difference of opinion, especially in the
Republican camp. Thus, Walter Lippman, whd sup
ported Roosevelt in 1932 but turned to Landou in the
last campaign, has written that the campaign was

more or less normal ~that it simply proved the truth

incumbent is unbeatable in
Mr. Lippman
which no Republi-

of the old adage that an

a period of industrial improvement
also says that if the solid South
can can hope to carry under any circumstances—is
climinated from consideration, such Republican can
didates a= Harding, Coolidge and Hoover, won just

as handily.

On the other hand, famed William Allen White,
one of Landon's closest advisors, sees the election very
differently. He believes that “'it was not just an elec-
tion which the country has just undergone, but a po
litical Johnstown flood. The dam gave way which
has been slowly filling for 40 vears, fed by the waters
ol Bl’)dlli‘l’li. of Theodore Roosevelt's |Frllﬂfl'!“!i\'iblll.
of LaFollete's 'Wisconsin insurgency, of Wilsonian
liberal.sm, of the progressive bloc in the Senate under

the administrations of Harding, Coolidge and Hoover

I'he waters of the New Deal cover the earth. Re-
publicans did not heed the warnings
Generally speakmg, this view is widely held. In

addition, practically all commentators agree that the
Republican campaign was inept and badly haodled,
that the party organization was about as bad as it
could be. and that Landon and his advisors failed to
make the best of the situation. By contrast, the Dem-
ocratic maching under Jim Farley was a marvel ol
There was no waste mo-
tion—everything worked with the precision of a se-

efficiency and effectiveness,

ries uf H'Li} switches

Furthermore, it is difficult to exaggerate the politi-
cal importance of the President’s personality. A nat
ural-born speaker, he has the rare faculty of establish-
ing a personal relationship between himseli and the
voters. . As many point out, no one in thé political
history of the last century has had so great a grip on
the emotions of millions of American citizens.

The important question to be
What direction will future Roosevell |x;];_i¢5 take?

And here again there is a wide difference of opinion,—

even in the President’s own camp.  Supported as he
is by amazingly varied groups, no one but the Chief
Executive himsell can answer that question. Thus,
one New Deal group is of the opinion that the Presi-
dent is likely to take a conservative course, now that

business has recovered much of the ground lost dur-
CEe——

answered now is
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That's why the farmers want not only revival of There s no gl{f S"e W',, fl'eGSUfe,
the AAA. but revival on a scale even broader than
before Fratd more than a BULOVA Waich!
I'o the extent that revival of AAA means crop con-
ttal for the purpose of balancing farm production
with consumption of agricultural products, The Rec-
ord is in full and hearty accord.
H-that 15 what the farmer-wants, it is for the ad- S
minstration to find some way to give it to him. “GTORQ“;:
For vears the farmer was given relief schemes bhe """IAXFRIE :
ddnt want. And none of them worked. The crown- e
ing blow was the Federal Farm Board of Hoover, a
scheme 1o save agriculture which was worked out in
the office of a Newark banker,
The Xew Deal was the first to put a man the farm-
vr< wanted in the Department of Agriculture, Henry
Wallace. It was the first to give the farmer a relief
program that worked.
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