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Branch Line Built
To Williamston In
1883 From Tarboro

ARy
Railroad Extended to Plym-
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And Raleigh Company
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By THOS. F. DARDEN

Vice President of the Atlantic Coast
Line Railroad Company

The history of Tailfoading 1§ real-
ly a history of the development of
the country, and the history of the
Wilmington & Weldon Railroad is
a history of the development not
only of Eastern North Carolina, but
of the whole Southeastern section of
our country. It may not be amiss,

Williamston, Martin County, North

_______ ailroad

__________ ing In This Section Of The State
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therefore, to outline some of the ec-
onomic background leading up to|
the building of this road !

There had been only slight ad
vancement in the economic devel-|
opment of North Carolina from the |
end of the Colonial period up until
the year 1835, conditions being some-
what similar to those in Virginia
The influential portion of the pop-
ulation lived in the eastern section
and dominated the policy of the en-
tire State. North Carolina is pre-
eminently an agricultural State
Timber has also played an important
part_in_its _economic development.
Prior to the Civil War turpentine
production- was an important indus-
try and Wilmington at one time was
the largest naval stores depot in the
world.

The question of internal improve-
ments and the need for transporta-
tion early occupied the attention of
the public but very little progress
was made, In 1820 the Cape Fear
River was included in the list of
rivers which were to-receive Feder-
al appropriations. For sixteen years
it received an annual appropriation
of $20,000.00 and in 1847 a depth of
thirteen feet_at high water was at-
tained. It now has a depth of thirty-
two feel,

Public opition from the time of
the earliest discussion of railroad
building in North Carolina had been
divided into two hostile camps, the
eastern section contending for the
building of & road north and south,
while the western portion favored
an east-west line, E. B. Dudley, later
Governor of the State, opposed the
east-west line and was of the opin-
ion that such a line would divide the
State into two parts, one part be-
ing transferred to Virginia and the
other to South Carolina. It was evi-
dent to most of those interested that
the primary market within the State
must be Wilmington, As population
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ington still held its place as the most
important trade center of the dis-
trict. It secured much of its trade
from Fayetteville, the focus for the
wagon trade of the surrounding
country as well as for the river pole
boats. Fayetteville had an extensive
system-of planic roads - the country
and thus carried on trade with the
country lying west, extending even
into Tennessee and soutliwest Vir-
ginia, the old canvas-top wagon be-
ing the wvehicle which served to
bring produce to the head of navi-
gation. Cargoes were unloaded at

Contrary to the general rule existing in public offices throughout (he land, (he persennel of the Martin County's Bao
yers. Recognized mainly as an agricultural county, old Martin turned to the land for its leadership in four out of five
balanced and able governing body. While their every act has notl, as is to be expected, of course, mel with general

ard of Comntissioners is marked by the absence of law
cases, the acting giving the 26,011 loval subjecis o well

! approval, the facts coming out of the adngnistration ot
to a conscientious and successful leadership. Martin County today, certainly as a result of its able Ieadership past and present, is recogmeed as one of (he leading units in the
State’s political system., While it claims no single big advancement, the counly has gone fur in battling for all its people and when viewed as a whole, it has made @ detinite
rogress in all its fields of public endeavor. Holding top ranks in the fields of agriculture and business, the commissioners, reading 1t to right, €. A, Koberson, K A Haishp [

oshua L. Coltrain, C. D. Carstarphen and R, L. Perry, are handling well the duties imposed upon them by their offices of public trust. Mr. Perry ix chaitman of the gromup
S Poteletss -

and re-shipped from there by mean
of boat through thi
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taxable property of the town. Gov
ernor Dudiey’s subseription of §26.-
000,00  was the largest. The first
meeting of the stockholders was held
on March 14, 1836, in the Courthouse
at Wilmangton, Governor E. B, Dud

Fayetteville, shipped to Wilmington
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NICKEL

We have a very large stock_and we are inereasing it every week,
We are adequately equipped to supply the merchants of this section
with merchar » and groceries.  You'll find us ready 1o serve
the merchants and business firms of eastern Carolindg. Mr. Mer-
chant, if you haven’t visited our place of business, we extend you

- vortint-welcome to-do=o: -

B

WE TAKE PLEASURE IN JOINING THE OTHER MERCHANTS AND BUSINESS MEN
OF WILLIAMSTON IN WELCOMING THE TOBACCO GROWERS TO OUR TOWN

Martin - Elliott Co.

WILLIAMSTON, NORTH CAROLINA,

PHONE 140




