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Small Number Tires,

Allotted In County
By Ratwnmg Boa,

R ST

Bv Board in County in

Recent Weeks
— ——

The issuance of ~ubber tires by
the Martin County War Price and Ka-
tioning Board last Friday night was
the smallest in recent weeks. Only
twenty-one Grade I auto and pick-
up trucks were released. The truck
tire issuance was limited to ten and
there were only twenty-four Grade
III tires rationed. The November
quota has been almost exhausted and
the issuance next Friday is likely to
be small if no increased allotment is
made available.

Grade I tires and tubes for cars
and pick-up trucks were issued to
the following:

Williamston Package Manufactur-
ing Co., one tire and one tube.

L. P. Holliday, RFD 1, Jamesville,
two tubes.

Mrs. J. S. Godard, Jamesville, cne
tire and one tuhe,

W. R. Banks, Wllhamston three
tires and three tubes.
~irs. Mary Henry Kirkman,
Jamesville, two tires and two tubes.

Gaston James, RFD 3, Williamston,
one tire and one tube.

B. B. Taylor, Hamilton, one tire
and one_tybe. e sy
" J. D. Beach, Robersonville, one

tire and one tube.

Ben H. James, RFD 3, Williams-
ton, one tire.

Fenner Respass, Williamston, one
tire and one tube.

Smith’s Garage,
three tires.

E. V. Smith, RFD 1, Palmyra, two

Robersonville,

" tires and two tubes.

W. C. Ange, Jamesville, one tire
and one tube.

Bithel Braddy, RFD 1,
two tubes.

Arthur B. Slade, RFD 3, William-
ston, one tube,

Will Thompson, Williamston, one |
tube.

Conoho Gun Club, Robersonville,
one tube.

John Wier Furniture Co., William-
ston, one tire and one tube.

Simon Lilley, RFD 1, Williamston,
two tires and two tubes.

Robert Edwards, Williamston, one

Hobgood,

. tire and one tube.

Woolard Furniture Co., Williams-
ton, two tires and two tubes.

New truck tires and tubes were al-
lotted to the following:
Royal Baking Co,

one tire and one tube.
R. A. Critcher and Bros., Williams- |
ton, two tires and one tube. [
Town of Williamston, one tire and
one tube.
John Gurkin, Willlamslon,
tires and two tubes.
Farmville-Woodward Lumber Co.,

Williamston,

two

Williamston, four tires and four
tubes.

Grade III tires were icsued to the
following:

E. J. Eatman, Williamston, two

tires and two tubes.

Joe Everett, Robersonville, one
tire.
Jasper J. Bennett, KEyeretts, one

tire and one tube.

James H. Gray, Jr., Robersonville,
one tire and one tube.

Johnnie Mobley, Oak City, one tire
and two tubes.

Delmus Rogerson, RFD 2, William-
ston, one tire.

J. D. Hardison, RFD 1, Jamesville,
one tire and one tube.

Mark L. Bunting, Palmyra, one
tire,
Asa R. Harris, Williamston, one

tire.

Urnie Bunting, RFD 2, Williams-
ton, one tire,

Noah E. Hardison, Williamston,
one tire and one tube.

F .F. Edwards,” RFD T WATIE™,

ton, one tire and cne tube.
W. II. Matthews, Robersonville,
one tire and one tube.
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{Continued on page six)

Young Woman Is
Suicide Vietim

—n

Mrs. Lillie Ausborn Powell, 36-
year-old wife of Guy Powell, died
in a Rcbersonville doctor’s office yes-
terday morning at 11 o'clock, the vie-
Yim et a &Eu-nd(lnﬂwtcicd dose ol
strychnine. Advised of the death,
Coroner S. R. Biggs stated that no
inquest was considered necessary.

Said to have been in ill health and
possibly troubled over domestic af-
fairs, Mrs. Powell told her mother
about 10 o'clock yesterdav morning
that she had taken poison, Her state-
ment was so shocking that Mrs.
Ausborn dismissed it as a joke until
she noticed a few minutes later that
something was wrong with her
daughter. She was hurried to the
doctor’'s office where her condition
was such that medical aid was ren-
dered without effect.

According to reporis reaching here
the young woman was said to have
threatened taking her life on prev-
jous occasions but the threats were

not taken seriously by members of
the family. Besides her mother, Mrs.
Addie Ausborn, and hushmd, she
is survived by a sisier, Mes, Alma
Delll Daniclski of San Francisco,

et Sl R
e d w am, D. €, J.
Ropert Ausborn, of Fitchburg, Mass.

in an official announcement mark-

3 inu the close gf L"f‘ United
e 1R, A IS5 5 TR |

chairman, stated that the people of
Martin County had raised a total of
$12,707.38 or $2,226.38 in excess of
the assigned quota. The splendid
showing was made possible when
Robersonville forged ahead during
the last few days to exceed its slight-
ly reduced quota.

The chairman stated that District
No. 1 raised a total of $9,677.16, or
$2,196.16 in excess of its $7,481.00
quota. District No. 2, he explained,
raised $3,030.22, or $30.22 in excess
of its quota. The total for the county
was boosted over the week-end when
a $500 donation, the second largest
recorded during the drive, was made
by the North Carolina Pulp Com-
pany whose plant is in the lower part
of this county. It is understood that
the company split a $1,000 contribu-
tion between Martin and Washing-
ton Counties.

Forgetting many hours devoted to
the drive despite his rushing work

County Raises $2,226.38 In
Excess of Umted War Quota

and long hours necessary just at this
ti “k; r S LER AT ﬁ m-.?‘nﬂ
man Green weni ahead yesterday to
praise the work of his assistants and
the numerous workers who su will-
ingiy responded when called upon
to advance the cause of the humane
undertaking. He was also mindful
of the support given the drive by
the contributors, expressing his most
sincere appreciation for the dona-
tions even down to the nickels, dimes
and pennies.

“The drive is completed in its en-
tirety throughout the county now
and the big check will be placed in
the mails late tonight for delivery
to the State fund office in Winston-
Salem,” Mr. Green said. “And now
that the job is completed, everyone
who participated in it as assistant,
canvasser or coniributor has every
good reason to feel proud because the
call of suffering humanity as it was
heard by the good people of this
county has been more than answer-
ed for the present, at least,”” Mr.
Green said.

(_ -
| WARNING
.

i

Farm regzistrants who receiv-
ed statements of availability

1 Srom the oetlnr foaaly Waio

Board some weeks ago for work
on tie tobacco markets and oth-

ers to work at other tasks are
warned to report to the War
Board either in person or by let-
ter when they return to the farm.
It is estimated that about one
hundred “C” registrants have not
notified the board of their re-
turn to the farm even though
their releases have or are about
to expire.

It was pointed out that when
a release expires and the regis-
trant fails to notify the board of
his return to the farm he is sub-
ject to reclassification, meaning
that he will be placed in 1-A
with the assurance that his call
for induction will follow soon
thereafter.

Italian Workers Will
Be Moved To Martin
County In Few Days

—_—
Camp To Be Located on Five-
Acre Site Near Standard
Fertilizer Plant
S e

Possibly to expedite their distri-
bution to various jobs, Italian pris-
oners of war will be moved from
Windsor to a five-acre site near the
plant of the Standard Fertilizer
Company within the next few days.
No official announcement of the pro-
posed change has been released, but
Italian workers have about cleared

|the site, and it is understocd that

possibly  representatives from a
Camp Butner engineering corps will
come down to set up the new camp.
Just how many prisoners or work-
ers will be brought here could not
be learned, but one report stated
that the Windsor camp would be
abandoned in its entirety, and that
possibly 500 or more men would be
stationed here. It is estimated that
the camp will have a guard and of-
ficer complement of about 100 men.
The camp in Windsor was not con-
structed for winter use, and since
many of the prisoners are employ-
ed in indusiry here and in the low-
er part of the county it is thought the
location hvre would be more advan-
.igLuua

At the present time between 50
and 75 of the men are employed in
the fertilizer plant. The Standard
company was the first industrial
firm in this section of the country
to employ the prisoners. Since that
time contracts for the workers have
been made by the North Carolina
Pulp Company for its plant in the
lower part of the county, and by
the Williamston Package Manufac-
turing Company, and the Farm-
ville-Woodward Lumber Company
for its plant here, and by a fertilizer
company in Rocky Mount, It is pes-

make contracts for the workers.
Very few, if any, of the Italians
are engaged in farm work in this
section at the present time. Hun-
dreds were engaged in digging pea-
nuts several weeks ago, but since
thai time their have either been idle
or employed in industry.

Farm Life Parents And
Teachers Met Thursday

The Farm Life school parent-teach-
er association held its second meet-
ing of the year last Thursday eve-
ning, Nov. 18th.

The local organization made final
arrangements to become affiliated
with the State and national organi-
zations.

Margaret Roberson and Margar-
et Manning, students of the Junior
class, discussed, “What Students Ex-
pect of Their Parents.”

Tha first and second mdes with
the help of their teacher, Mrs. Tom-
mie G%I:rd dramatized “The Story
ot the Tar Baby and Rabbit.”

=

sible that otker industrial firms willl

Offers Picture Of
Farming In State

VI
Extension Workers OQOuiline
Production Needs For
War and Home Front
— e
Appearing before Martin County
farm leaders in the courthouse re-
cently, representatives of the North
Carolina Extension Service and the
Triple A offered a timely picture
of farming in this State during the
war period, and outlined production
needs for the war and home fronts,
The first in a series of articles re-
lating to the discussions as they re-
late to needs and problems, follows:
Food Fights
For the last seven years, American
farmers have produced increasing
amounts of food but still there is
not enough. For the duration of the
war, no matter how much food Am-
erica produces, we will always need

more,

The demand for food by both ci-
vilians and the armed forces has
grown faster than the supply. The
result is rationing so that all may
get a fair share. Then, too, there is
an urgent request for more acres in
food crops and greater yields per
acre through improved farming prac-
tices. More milk, more eggs, more
oil-bearing crops, and still more gar-
dens.

America's food supply represents
perhaps the greatest single weapon
of war in our fight against the Axis.
Food fights for your boy and mine,
for you and me. Extra food can: 1.
Shorten the war. 2. Save American
lives. 3. Help write the peace.

What We Can Do

1. Inform ourselves nn what foods

are needed.

tices
3. Pmdm:u more food,
4. Save and conserve more food.
5. Cooperate in rationing,
6. Inspire our friends and neigh-
bors to join in the food fight.
7. Always remember that food
ranks with guns, tanks, ships and
planes in winning the war.
Food Needs

Before the war, we shipped to oth-
er countries some of our cotton, to-
bacco, wheat, pork, and lard. We
brought in coffee, tea, sugar, and
other products. Now, the war has
changed almost everything.
Our foud supplies as produced in |
1943 were divided in about the fol
lowing manner: 13 per cent to our
armed forces; 10 per cent to Lead-
Lease for our Allies, and 2 per cent
for special needs. This left about 75
per cent, or three-fourths of the to-
tal food produced, for our own eivil-
ian population. Our people are con-

i

(Continued on page six)

Sale Of Christmas

Seals Prorrressmm
——

““fhe sale of Christmas seals for the
North Carolina Tuberculosis Asso-
ciation is progressing rapidly here,
Mrs. Ben D. Courtney, chairman for
the drive in this county, announced
this morning.

Up until early today, eleven con-
tributors had given $55 and the Jun-
ior Woman's Club gave $10 to boost
the total to $65. The quota for the
county outside Robersonville is $300.
Those purchasing $5 bonds are: Belk-
Tyler, Peele’s Jewelers, Margolis
Brothers, Woolard Furniture Co.,
Courtney Furniture Co., Davis Drug
Store, Sam's Bargain Place, A. J.
Manning, J. E. King, Kiwanis Club
and Alpha Cleaners.

In addition to the sale of the $5
bonds, the chairman is mailing di-
rect appeals to about 100 individuals
urging them to buy seals. The letters
were typed by Miss Evelyn Baker’s
typing class in the high scliool, Be-
ginning this week, a bhooth will be
maintained in front of Clark's Phar-
macy and the school children will

canvass the town in support of the
seal sale,

SpFRam s 8 L hews bulédd) |
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TOWN - FARM
IN WARTIME

CE - —

the raral nress section of

To Hold Down Flour Prices

To hold flour and bread prices at
present levels, the Office of Econom-
ic Stabilization has :naugurated a
subsidy program that will enable
wheat flour millers to pay as high
as parity prices for wheat—should
the market go that high—and at the
same time zell flour for no more
than present ceiling prices. With-
out the subsidy, the Office of Ec-
onomic Stabilization says, it would
be necessary to incerease present ceil-
ings on flour, which in turn would
force an increase in bread prices.

No Increase in Butter

Butter available for civilian use
will not increase during the next few
months, although the federal govern-
ment has discontinued all purchases
of the commodity until April, ac-
cording to information from OPA
War Food Aaministration,
Current production of butter aver-

and the

(A weekly news digest frum |

Will Observe ’Ihcznks*g‘wm'f Berlin | ub]t‘t‘ttztl To
Day As-4 General Holzddy Heaviest Attack Gf

Thu
Day as a*fioliffay

Lseryanes

of '[‘h-;:-,\l-,;g:-.'zng
s expected "16° be

possibility just now that the

at any other time in recent years.
Observance locally will center
around the Union Thanksgiving serv-
ice to be held in the Presbyterian
Church at 10 o'clock that morning.
All denominations are to be repre-
sented and the general public is
cordially invited to attend. Rev. John
L. Goff will preach and other min-
isters of the town are to participate
in the service, it was announced. In
aeference to the union service, the

at the usual time tomorrow evening, |
]!1 \& R Burrell, the pastor, an-

e~

More Marti

ages about sixteen peunds 3 yoa
per person, or about hait a pound |
less than in pre-war years. Of this
three and one-half pounds are be-
ing sent to our armed forces and our
Allies, leaving appmximatulv lwelw
and _one hallopoyeds peroopita ol |
civilian consumption. Up tn fiv v.i
million pounds of butter will be re- |
leased to hospitals from stocks held |
by or set aside for the Food Distri- |
bution Administration. The butter
is to supply the hospitals from No-
vember through March, and ration
coupons will be required.
OPA Authority Upheld

Authority of OPA to forbid per-
sons from dealing in rationed com-
modities as a result of violations of
rationing regulations was upheld in
a recent decision by Federal Judge
Archibald Lovett of Georgia. Judge

| plaint filed by a gas dealer who had

Inl
9, Adjust our farm plans and prac- | P0¥YH
iy et a i :ufu dl(' of availability but,

ready aecess lo logging and saw-mili |

| been suspended from dealing in gas-

| home-slaughtered hogs that can be

Lovett ruled that OPO does have the
authority, under the Second War
Powers Act, to issue such suspen-
sion orders and dismissed the com-

oline for 90 days because of viola-
tions of the rationing regulations.
Lift Pork, Lard Restrictions
Restrictions on the number of
pounds of pork and lard made from

sold or given by a farmer to people
not living on his farm have been lift-
ed from November 17 to February
17,1944, The War Food Administra-
tion lifted the restrictions to help|
handle the slaughter and distribu- |
tions of this year’s record hog supply.
Farmers are asked to find out from
their market agency or processor
whether their hogs can be handled
before sending them to market.
Asks Farm Workers To Help
Farmers and workers engaged in
agricultural occupations have been
asked by the War Manpower Com-
mission to give all the time they can
spare in the agricultural off-geason |
to pulpwood cutting, lumbering, .mclI
other ware-useful occupations. Farm
mui ers may transfer to such em- |
sent without cobtaining a cer
if of mil-
ltalv age, must still obtain approval
from their local Selective Service
Boards. Local boards have heen in-
structed to approve transfers for
periods up to four months, and reg-
istrants will be continued in their
deferred classifications. Workers
are exvected to return to agricul-
tural employment at the end of the
off-season, or at any other time the
need for them arises, Shortages in
logging and saw-mill products make
it imperative that workers be re-
cruited immediately. Any farmer or
farm worker who does not have

operations is urged o eommunicate
with the United States Employment
Service office in his community for
information. Some other industry
may have greater priority in his
area.

Apple Products To Cost More

Consumers will pay more for ap-
plg products because OPA has in-
creased maximum prices for apples
in sales to processors. The amount
of the increase at the eonsumer
level will vary with the product and
the size of the puckage,

e e T

{Curitinued on page six)

Curb Market Will Open
Here Tomorrow Morning

The county curb market will be
opened this week in Williamston on
Wednesday, November 24, instead
of Friday, it was announced today
by Miss Mildred Pigg, Martin Coun-
ty Home Agent. The market will
open at 9:30 for one hour,

ROUND.UP

ey
“

Following a period of little ac-
tivity, the number of alleged law
violations started climbing in
this community over the week-
end. Six persons were arrested
and jailed, and several other vi-
oclators escaped detection. One
was arrested and jailed for fail-
ing to support his family. One
was charged with assaulling
another, two defendants were
charged with drunken driving
and two were jailed for public
drunkenness.

leontrol before

Men Calle

Nine “..ll‘l‘l(‘d Men
Leit Twenty Little
Children At Home

—_——

Several Youths Lose Their ‘¢
Classifications; Most of
Group Are Single

iy

Nine white married men left their
wives and twenty little children at
home today when they with a good-
ly number of ybung white single men
reported to an Army reception cen-
ter into the armed services. If there
were any in the group who particu-
larly hated to make the trip, it was
not apparent. None of them wanted
to leave his family, to be sure, but
seeing that their days of grace were
about spent, several of the fathers
actually volunteered, their action au-
tomatically staying the induction of
a few others whose numbers were
next in line. The days of grace for
those few, however, will be short
since the December call is now in
the making and the next group is
expected to be leaving within a week
or ten days, it is understood.

As far as it could be learned no
marricd men without children are
included in the current call. Most of
the group exclusive of the fathers
are young single men who just re-
cently became of draft age. There
are several young men who failed
to qualify as essential fathers, and
one or itwo who forfeited outright
their claims to deferment on ac-
count of farming operations. One
voung man was reported to have
said that he was tired farming, that
he preferred fighting the Japs or
Goermans. One or two of the young
mien leaving for the induetion ‘.‘t".",-'
ier were formerly in war work, but
their deferments recently expired
and they were called immediately.

The names of the white men an-
swering the current month eall and
their addresses are as follows:

Clayton LeRoy Revels, of RFD 2,
Williamston.

James Garfield Manning, Rober-
sonville.

Benjamin HMallie James, RFD 3,
Williamston.

Harry Bernell Thompson, James-
ville and Whiteville,

John Richard Matthews, Rober-
sonville,

Heuben Fernando Bland, Raoher.
Onvitle,

Lawrence Ward Spencer, James-

ville and Whiteville,

James Marshall Stewart, care Cen-
tral Amusement Co., Scotland Nec.
Stewart was transferred from New
York for induction,

Murray White Holoman, Williams-
ton,

Dennis Earl Hardy, RFD 2, Wil-
liamston and Bethel,

Jogeph Nathan Camphell, RFD 1,
Williamston and Washington, N. C.

Cecil McCullen Weeks, Williams-

N ——

(Continued on page six)

Town’s Fire Truck
Back In Operation

Out of commission for five days
on account of a mechanical break-
down, the town's fire truck was
made ready for operation late last
Saturday when a new timing plate
was installed. The truck was used
for the first time since it was re-
paited yesterday just before noon
when firemen were called to a small
woods fire on lower Halifax Street

Baptists will hold no prayer service |other activities. Quite a few

If
18
|
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_The War LaQL Nich

| “General business, including stores, |

ments will close for the day No rur-

[for the day. The schools are closing |

| tomorrow afterncon for the remain-
der of the week. Federal offices, in-
cluding the rationing board, draft
board and county agricultural of-
fices are remaining open, but town
and county offices will close.

Heavy industry is expected to
‘m:tintain its regular work schedules,
and while most farmers will cease
their activities on the farm, others
will continue peanut harv mtmg and
hunt-
ers are expected to enter the fields
and woods for the day.

in Countv

d By Armyi

e s

JOINT MEETING 1

e

T e L e

Meeting in joint session in the
agricultural building, the Mar-
tin County War and Draft Board
members will discuss recent
rules and regulations issued by
Selective Service relative to the
status of farmers holding “C”
classifications.

Most if not all the “C” regis-
trants in this county have pre-
pared and returned their farm
reports reviewing their produc-
tion records for 1943. No official
reports could be had but it is be-
lieved that some few registrants
will have to alter their produc-
tion schedules if they are to
maintain their “C” classifica-
tions.

o P i, s i S AP

Court Spends Most
Of Two Days T rym.g
Small Damage Suit

—— i
Referee Appointed To Hear
Evidence in Suit Against
Farm Operator
S— -

Opening a two weeks term yester-
day for the trial of civil cases only,
the Martin County Superior Court
has been busily engaged in its work
but up until early this afternoon not
a single case had been cleared from
the calendar.

Judge Luther Hamilton of More-
head City opened the first session
promptly vesterday mo:aing
following the appointment of Attor-
ney Clarence Griffin as referee n

iately started work on a $1,500 dam-
age suit brought by R. A. Critcher
and Brother against J. 8. Whitley.
The suit was brought iast June when
trucks belonging to the litigants and
operated by their agents crashed on
a curve in front of the Whitley home
on the Hamilton-Williamston High-
way last April 8. No one was hurt
in the accident, but both vehicles
were damaged beyond repair.

A greater part of yesterday was
spent hearing the evidence, the plain-
tiffs' and defense attorneys taking
much time in prem-nhng their arad
ments to the jury. Following the glos
ing of the final argument this morn-
ing, Judge Hamilton started a lnm,
charge that lasted until early after-
noon when the case was turned ov-
er ‘o the jury.

The court is attracting very little
attention from the general public.
This morning there were only two
spectators—one white and one col-
ored—and the white spectator, Far-
iner Herbert Cullipher, found the
proceedings so listless that hz with-
drew.

The case of W. H. Bulilock against
Coaciie  Ayers involves a long,
drawn-out accounting between ten-
ant and landiord covering a period
of several months of detailed trans-
actions. The referee, Clarence Grif-
fin, will hear the evidence and re-
port findings to the court.

As far as it could be learned this
afternoon, the court is very likely to
fold its tent until next Monday when
Judge Walter Bone of Nashville is
to appear on the bench.

Student Play Postponed
Until Next Tuesday Here

The student presentation of “Jane
E:yre" originally scheduled for to-

in front of the Harry A. Biggs home.
No damage was done but volunteers
and others brought the fire under
it could spread to n‘
very large area,

During the emergency last week
when the town was without ade-
quate fire protection, the Washing-
ton Fire Department came to the
rescue by sending over one of its
big trucks and a driver. Fireman
Hugh Sterling returned the truck
just as soon as repairs were made to
the town's 15-year-old cn'ine here.

night has been postponed until af-
ter the Thanksgiving holidays. The
dramatic production will he shown
in the Williamston High School au-
ditorium Tuesday evening, Nov. 30,
at eight o'clock.

The public is asked to take note
of the change.

“Jane FEyre” a play by Wall
Spence based upon Charlotte Bron-
te's famous novel, “Jane Eyre” in-
cludes a cast ot seventeen tenth
grade students, and is bﬂn‘ direct-
ed by Mise Virg&n!a !?.e:'“f

and |

a tenant-landlord dispute, he immed- |

tairly general in this section with the |offices, barks and other establish-| Land nrl\'q-s In Rugma and In
raal |
meaning of the day will be advanc-|al or cily mail deliveries will be ef- |
ed on a more extensive scale than |fected and the post office i closing |

Italy Moving Forward;
Action in Pacifie
| b_-‘-

Believed to have marked the re-
newal of an all-out air attack against
Germany, Allied bombers pounded
Berlin again last night, preliminary
reports describing the raid as the
most devastating of the war. The at-
tack was centered on the heart of
the city where Hitler and his hench-
men had located themselves in vast
buildings. Several industrial
districts within the city but nearer
the suburbs were also pounded. The
raid was said to have been so vast
that German fighter planes found it
impossible to get off the ground.
iﬁ\\.'wilﬁh newspaper correspondents
in Berlin said this morning that it
was a horrible night, that great fires
were burning uachecked. Other re-
ports ndicated that Goebbels' pro-
paganda mninistry was blasted to
ruins, that possibly Hitler's Chancel-
lory was wrecked,

Late reports state thai Berlin is
| paralyzed, that traffic is at a stand-
still, and that electric and gas works

ot
Sere

jare out of commission in manv areas. ..

['With the” pedple bordering on panic.

Allied planes, vossibly American,
| were repourted winging their way ov-
er the continent this morning, and
observers recognized the beginning
of a relentless air drive against Hit-
ler's fortress.

On the Russian and Italian fronts,
the Allies are resuming their drives
and in the Pacific the drive into
Japan's inner-circle is being extend-
ed.

Spearheading a new U. S. offen-
sive against the Japs in the mid-Pa-
cifie, Marine and Army troops cov-
cred by powerful naval forees have
established  beachheads at Makin,
Abemama, and Tarawa atolls, stra-
tegic enemy outposts in the Gilbert
Islands. Fighting was continuing
against what Adm. Nimitz' commun-
ique described as “moderate resist-
ance at Makin and strong resistance
at Tarawa.,"”

Two of the landings were made at
dawn Saturday when amphibious
units waded ashore in the face of
enemy machine-gun fire after a nav-
al and air bombardment. During the
| operation, heavy Liberator bombers
|made  diversionary raids on Jap
bases in the Marshalls, north of the
Gilbert group.

The occupation followed a wesk-
!Iunu series of assaults on the Mar-
[shall-Gilbert islands by four-motor-
|l'li bombers which were ergaged in
|softening up blows as a prelude to
[the invasion.

There was no report as to the size
of the forces involved, but such a
thrust into the heart of Japan's per-
imeter defenses probably would call
for one of the most powerful task
fleets ever assembled. Reference to
"|m\n|l’vl tinits uf all types” indi-
o that battice , tarriers, eruis-
destroyers .rnl landing craft

lers and
|were engaged.

The Gilbert islands, a group of 18
atolls lying astride the equator, were
seized from Britain on the same day
the Japs struck at Pearl Harbor.
Quickly establishing airfields on
these “unsinkable carriers,” the en-
emy incorporated these defenses into
their larger scheme which included
the Marshall and Caroline Islands
to the northwest

Apparently the Allied offensive is
but one step in a drive which will
eventually include the occupation of
points in the Marshalls to make pos-
sible a sledge-hammer aerial attack
on '['!uk tlu’ mrHll -n--mv ""l"" and

T

t( unlmuvd on page six)
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Report Series Of
Robberies Locally

Several robberies, none of any ser-
lous consequences, have been re-
perted here during the past few
days. No clues have been establish-
ed in any of them, and police author-

ities, while believed to have their
suspicions, would make. no com-
blll\'HL

The thieves in most of the cases

centered their attention on pecans,
removing so many from one place
that they were overtaken before all
of the loot could be made secure from
the owners. Ripping off the screen
from a back window in Dr. and
Mrs. J. S. Rhodes' pantry, thieves
entered the small room and remov-
ed four bushels of pecans and some
preserved fruits and vegetables. Two
bushels of the pecans were recover-
ed last Friday in a field just off
|Smithwick Street and only a short
distance from the Rhodes home.

Thieves cleaned out Mr. and Mrs.
J. W. Hodges' stock of pecans from
the back porch of the Hodges home,
and one report . that a few
were stolen from the premises of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Nelson, nearby.

About two bushels of sweet pota-
toes were suitched from Farmer
Charlie Roberson’s hills just back
of the T. B. Brandon home on Grace
Street.

A few days earlicr, prowle.rs m
AT

al

the lunchroom kitchen
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