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Defendant Fined:
$30 For Assault
By Judge Smith

Attorneys Plead Before Jur-

ist At Monday’s Session
Of County Court

—_—
In the case before Judge J. C.
Smith last Monday <charging

Grace W. Maynard with assault-
ing Mildred C. Ray with a dead-
ly weapon, the prosecution, led by
private attorneys, Critcher and
Gurganus, called quite a few wit-
nesses, but the defendant was the
only one to take the stand in her
behalf.

The main prosecuting witness,
taking the stand first, said that
she went to Roberson's cafe be-
tween 9:00 and 9:30 o'clock on the
evening of July 5 with her sister,
Mrs. Frances Harrell of Norfolk,
Mrs. Minnie Crabtree and Mrs.
Crabtree's son, Russell Bullock.
“The defendant asked me my
name as we entered the door, and
told me to get the heil out of
there.” the prosecuting witness
said. “I asked her if she had any-
thing to settle and if she did we
would go outside,” she continued,
explaining that the defendant said
“No." *“You'll get out or I'll get
you out,” the wHness gquated the
defendant as saying.

Continuing, Mrs. Ray
“Grace left and returned a short
time later swinging a pistol, and
asked me if I was going to get out.
She then pointed the pistol at my
foot and fired.,” the witness de-
clared, explaining that she and
her sister, sitting in a booth, felt
powder burns. The witness stated
that she got up and grabbed the
defendant’s wrist and others took

said,

the pistol away from her (Mrs,
Maynard).
" Cross examined by Altlorney

Hugh G. Horton for the defense
Mrs. Ray said that she had got
ten to the door when the defend-
ant asked her not to go in. Con
finuing, she said that she asked
Mrs. Effie Sparrow who ran the

cafe. Assured that Mrs, Sparrow
ran the business, Mrs, Ray said
that she and her party took a

booth and ordered soft drinks and
did not order a meal at the time,
but waited what the
fendant was going to do

It was pointed out that the de-
fendant bent over slightly and
was holding the gun about a foot
1e fired it,

to see de-

the witness testifying that the
butlet missed her foot hy aboul
three inches. "I believe she

would have shot me if I had not
grabbed her wrist,” the witness
told the court, concluding her
l.‘\"jdl_‘n(_'l‘ on ¢ross examination.

The witness told the judge that
she and the defendant had had
trouble about three years ago,
that she did not go there as long
as the defendant operated the
cafe, but that she had been there
several times since Mrs. Sparrow
took over the management.

Other state's witnesses, includ-
ing Mrs. Crabtree, Mrs. Harrell
and Mrs. Effie Sparrow corrobor-
ated the testimony offered by the
main prosecuting witness, Mrs,
Sparrow stating when asked if
she ran the cafe, “I told her I
thought I did.,” Mrs. Sparrow
said that a brick pillar blocked
her view, that while she did not
see the shooting she heard the re-
port of the pistol. She also said
that she saw the prosecuting wit-
ness and the defendant scuffling
and explained that she was fright-
ened and did not know if the gun
was taken from the defendant by
force, It was also testified that
Mrs. Sparrow did not know if the
defendant said anything after the
shooting,

Howard Williams. the last wit-
ness called by the state, said that
he was standing outside the cafe
and saw the defendant go in with
a pistal, that he went in after he
heard the shot and someone call-
ed to him to get the gun away
from the defendant. “When 1
went in I saw the two scuffling
across the room. I grabbed the
barrel of the gun and I asked her
to give it to me. She told me to
get that woman out of there and
she would give up the gun,” The
prosecution rested its case there.

Taking the stand in her own be-
half, Mrs. Maynard explained
that she operated the cafe in co-
operation with J. B. Roberson and
Mrs. Sparrow, and went on to say
that Mrs. Ray had been ordered
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