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For False Pretense 
Number Of County 
•People Believed 
Victims Of Negro 
Johnny Simmons Charged 

With “Taking” $800 
From One Family 

Having a few old roots and 

herbs and a small quantity of 
lamp black for his stock-in-trade, 

• Johnny Simmons, alias Johnny 
Williams, is in the Martin Coun- 
ty jail charged with false pre- 
tense. Two warrants have been 
served on him, one alleging he 
fleeced Leander Purvis out of 
$800 over a period of about four 
months last year, and the other 
charging him with fleecing Jobie 
and Rosa Parker out of about 
$300. 

All the details surrounding the 

50-year-old Negro man’s activi- 
ties in this county could not be 
learned immediately. It is thought 
that he has two teen-age girls un- 

der his “spell”, one report rr .in- 

taining they are in Wilmington 
and will not return home. It was< 

claimed that the girls did not 

want to return, but the parents 
believe they are afraid to leave 
the Wilmington house at 822 
South Eighth Stret. 

There is a possibility that the 

IU’conjure doctor” has fleeced forty 
or fifty persons in this county. He 

I operated in this area about eight 
years ago and barely escaped pro- 
secution in the courts at that time. 

During the past year, he has 
been operating in the county 
again. Claiming the power to 
treat humans for varjous ail- 

! nients, Simmons gets his victims 
in his clutches and apparently 

j held them there. Officers are of 
the opinion that » full investiga- 
tion will invole the man in other 

IQ rackets. 
Following the man’s arrest last 

Saturday, several persons have 

j said something about being vic- 
timized by Simmons, and that 

they are employing counsel today 
to press charges against the de- 
fendant. 

Simmons went to the Parker 
home on the Norman farm near 

Robcr ’.onville last Saturday. No 

®>ne was at home at the time, but 
when the Parkers returned, Sim- 
mons left hurriedly. The Parkers 
notified Sheriff Murray Hollo- 
man and the officer trailed the 
m«n to Bethel, where vehicles 
were changed. An alarm was put 
nn the radio, and Simmons was 

arrested in New Bern about 7:30 
o’clock Saturday evening. 

Pending the hearing which will 
be held possibly later this week, 
Simmons continues in the county 
^ail in default of a $1,500 bond. 

Attempts To End 
...... His-Liis In Jail 

Booked for alleged drunken 
driving, Robert H. Dowdy, 48, 
attempted to end his life in the 
Martin County jail last Satuiday 
night. Using a razor blade, the 
Coast Guardsman whose home 

fwas given as Morehead City, 
slashed his wrist and lost consid- 
erable blood. 

Making an inspection about 
midnight, Jailer Roy Peel found 
the man in a weakened condition 
but not uncoscious. A doctor was 

called and the wound was sewed 

up. 
Dowdy had told a fellow pri- 

soner that he would never be tried 
on the drunken driving charge. 
^The man was arrested and jail- 
ed by Williamston police and 

m members <>f the S'ate H-ghway 
Patrol. 

Occupational Aptitude 
Testa For The Seniora 

The manager of the local Em- 

ployment Service requests that all 

high school seniors wishing to 

complete the ocupational aptitude 
test begun last spring in the Wil- 

*jiamston High School report to 

his office Wednesday, June 11. 
This test will enable the inter- 
viewers to counsel young people 
regarding their plans for future 

employment. 

| FOOD POISONING 
' 

v__ 

Food poisoning claimed be- 
tween thirty and forty victims 
in Oak City last Friday even- 

ing when alumni of the high 
school gathered there for 
their annual banquet. Several 
of the group were said to have 
been critically ill after eat- 
ing a cold chicken salad plate. 
Last reports indicated that 
all the victims had recovered, 
but not until at least one had 
had his stomach pumped out 
twice. 

The victims were treated in 
various doctors’ offices in 
several towns, it was learn- 
ed. 

Mrs. Edmondson 
Died Yesterday 
At Niece's Home 

—<$>— 

Funeral Service Being Con- 
dueled In Hamilton 

Chureli Today 
-- 

Mrs. Mallie Powell Edmondson, 
a resident of this county for many 

years, died at the home of her 

niece, Mrs. Margaret Cozzens 

Rowe, in Washington Monday 
morning at 1:25 o'clock follow- 
ing a several weeks’ illness. Mak- 
ing her home in Hamilton for a 

long time, Mrs. Edmondson went 
to visit relatives in Washington 
about nine weeks ago arid was 

taken ill there. 
The daughter of the late F. J. 

Powell and wife, she was born in 
Beaufort County 78 years ago on 

July 1, 1873. Following her mar- 

riage to Joseph Marion Edmond- 
son, she made her home in the 
Everetts community, later locating 
in Hamilton where she was active 
in the religious program of the 

Beyptist church and where she 
played the role of a helpful citi- 
zen to the sick and needy. 

Surviving are a foster son, Wil- 
liam Edmondson, of Jacksonville, 
N. C.; a niece, Mrs. Margaret Coz- 
zens Rowe of Washington; and a 

nephew, Irving Powell, of Bay- 
view. 

Following a.brief service in the 
home of her niece in Washington 
at 1:00 o’clock this afternoon, the 
body will be moved to the Hamil- 
ton Baptist Church where the 
Rev K R. Stewart, a former pas- 
tor now of Hickory, Virginia, and 
the pastor, the Rev. C. L. Gatling, 
will conduct the rites at 3:00 
o’clock. Interment will be in the 
Hamilton cemetery. 

-$>- 

Regular Meeting 
Held By Jaycees 

.-^JESSA'atJBit-Um, ‘A, lhp wu* 
liamstcn Jayceefc .v'as held at the 
Methodist Church Recreational 
Hall last Friday night with the 
following guests present: Lewis 
Veatts, Leslie Coltrain, Leonard 
Herb, and Tom Davis. Jack Sul- 
livan was installed as a new mem- 

ber by Exum Ward. 
It was announced the beauty 

pageant and dance will be held in 

the Williamston High School 
and gymnasium June 18. 

During the regular business 
session the club voted to sponsor 
and sell license tags for the pur- 
pose of publicizing Williamston 
as a tobacco and peanut center. 

It was announced by Presideftt 
Blue Manning that the Williams- 
ton Jaycees were invited to at- 
tend as a group any home games 
of the Tarboro Ball Cub. 

A very enjoyable program was 

presented by Hack Gaylord with 
a movie “Dare, The Birth Place 
of America.” 
-»- 

Open Special Claaaea 
In School Here Tonight 

Professor Mayhue Edwards is 
opening classes in typing and 
shorthand in the high school 
building here this evening at 7:30 
o'clock. Interested parties are 

asked to contact him at phor.e 
2545, or attend class tonight for 
full information. 

County Younq Man 
■ftrRrviStmrE^f 
In Foreign Lands 
Win. K. I.illry, Jr., Talks 

To Kiwanians At Last 
Thursday Meeting 

William K. Lilley, Jr., Martin 
County young man, talking to the 
regular meeting of the local Ki- 
wanis Club last Thursday evening 
reviewed briefly his duties while 
in foreign service as a member of 
the diplomatic corps: 

His talk follows: 
Mr. President, Officers and 

Members of the Kiwanis Club— 
‘Tis indeed a pleasure and a pri- 
vilege for me to be here with such 
a distinguished group tonight. The 
many familiar faces which 1 see 

before me and the pleasant and 
familiar background of Williams- 

j ton and vacinity gives me, an illi- 
terate farm boy, the courage o 

appear here tonight before this, 
my first real American audience. 

Before I begin chattering, I 
would like to apologize to each 
and every one of you for having 
lost my North Carolina accent. I 
would also like to state that mine 
is not a British, as so many peo- 
ple think, but rather, if there is 
such a thing as international ac- 

cent. In any event. I sincerely 
hope that you will not find it too 

difficult to understand the few 
words which I shall utter and that 
you will display tolerance and pa- 
tience toward both my accent and 
my views. 

As some of you may know, 1 
have, for the past ten years, been 
employed by our Federal Govern- 
ment. Eight of those ten years 
were spent as a Foreign Service 
employee on the Continents of Eu- 

rope and South America. Having 
spent a considerable number of 
my years in the Foreign Service of 
the United States and having 
served with the Department of 
State at the American Embassy 
in London, England, Paris, 
France, Oslo, Norway, Copenhag- 
en, Denmark, Stockholm, Sweden, 
and the American Consulate at 

Georgetown, British Guiana, 
South America, I should like to 

discuss briefly the activities and 
objectives of one or two govern- 
mental departments to which I 
have devoted several years of 
my life. I should also like to give 
my own personal, and definitely 
unofficial, impressions of certain 

things which I have encountered 
in my limited travels abroad and 
to outline some of the wierd ideas 
and impressios about this gov- 
ernment and the American people 
which I, in both an official and 
unofficial capacity, found harbor- 
ed in the minds of a shockingly ; 

large number of Europeans 
Since most of my career was 

spent in what is now the Office 
of Internatioal Information and 
Exchange, known abroad as the 
United States Information Pro- 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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Two Car Wrecks 
~In-Tkis-Caaniy 

No one was injured and proper- 
ty damage was limited to about 
$600 in two motor vehicle acci- 
dents on the streets in two coun- 

ty towns last week-end. 
Two cars, a 1950 Chevrolet driv- 

en by Arrington Hales and a 1951 
Ford driven by a young man nam- 

ed Scott, crashed at the intersec- 
tion of Highways 11 and 44 and 
125 in Oak City last Saturday eve- 

ning at 7:30 o’clock. Damage to 

the vichles was estimated at $200 
each. 

Sunday morning at 11:15 o’clock 
a 1951 .Chevrolet driven by El- 
wood Everett and a 1946 Ford 
driven by Nathan Eborn crashed 
on a Hamilton Street, causing 
about $'25 damage to the Chevro- 
let and $75 to the Ford according 
to information reaching here. No 
one was injured. 

A third wreck on town streets 
was reported last Thursday night 
when a 1949 Ford, driven by Ed- 
die Nathan Harris, crashed into 
the rear of a 1946 Chevrolet driv- 
en by Cortez Hassell. The accident 
took place on Williamston’s Wash- 
ington Street near the Colored 
High School. Victoria Hassell suf- 
fered minor iryuries. Damage to 
the Chevrolet was estimated at 
$100 an dthat to the Fold at $250. 
Officers Chesson and Rogerson 
made the investigation. 

I 

Price Differential Threat 
^fn-Vrr^trPtff^fyp^ Peamay ] 

Meeting in the Woman's Clul: 
here last Friday, members of the 
North Carolina Peanut Freighl 
Association, county 'farm agent1 
and Farm Bureau leaders discuss- 
ed the 1952 peanut marketing 
program and pointed out that the 

price differential is threatening 
the market for those peanut: 
grown in this state and Virginia 

It was explained that the Span 
ish type peanut is being support 
cd at $35 a ton less than the sup 

port price for the Virginia type 
Unless the differtmtial can be re 

duced, North Carolina peanut: 
will wait on the sidelines whili 

I the trade turns to the cheaper 
I type which is being produced in 

greater quantities. 
Farm Bureau leaders were ask- 

ed to work toward having the 
gap closed with the warning that 
unless something is done, the mar- 

; ket for the Virginia type goober 
: will be gone. 

1 The meeting, attended by about 
fifty persons from all the produc- 
ing areas in this State, discussed 
the new marketing program, the 
cleaners pledging their coopera- 
tion in every way possible to 

; make the program work success- 

; fully. 

ROUND-UP 
v 

Eleven persons were round- 
ed up and temporarily detain- 
ed in the county jail during 
the past week-end. Four were 

booked for drunkenness, two 
for assaults, and one each for 
operating a motor vehicle 
without a driver's license, 
drunken driving, false pre- 
tense and issuing a worthless 
check. 

Six of the eleven were 

white men, and the ages of 
the group ranged from 20 to 
48 years. 

School Delegation 
Presents Its Case 

-*—7 
Appearing before a meting of 

the State Board of Education in 

Raleigh last Thursday afternoon, 
a 100-man delegation presented a 

strong ease in behalf of the Farm 
Life High School. 

Allowed twelve minutes to pre- 
sent its case, the delegation offer- 
ed sound argument against con- 

solidation of the high school de 

partment. Attorney Clarence Grif- 
fin, Superintendent of Schools J 
C. Manning and A. Corey, nomi- 
nee for the State House of Repre- 
sentatives, were heard, and Coun- 
ty Commissioner H. L. Roebuck 
read a resolution passed by the 
Board of County Commissioners, 
asking that the department be re- 

The board, giving the delegation 
a cordial reception, was believed 
to have been impressed by the 
case as it was presented and the 
large delegation reporting for the 
hearing. Hardly more than half of 
the group could find space in the 
room where the hearing was held. 

Members of the delegation are 

hopeful that the board will sub- 
mit a favorable ruling at its July 
meeting. Others are not so hope- 
ful, pointing out that if only one 

school was involved a favorable 
decision might be expected, but 
since there are many similar eas- 

es, the weight of numbers could 
prove disadvantageous to the 
cause of the school in this county. 

Nan Found Dead 
-NendayJioruiiig 
Jeffrey "Lawyer” Pikes, 63- 

year-old colored man, was found 
dead in the yard of Bertha Slade’s 
home on the Turner farm in Oak 
City about daybreak Monday 
morning. 

Making an investigation, Coro- 
ner W. W. Biggs ruled that death 
was due to natural causes, possi- 
bly a heart attac k, and that no 

evidence of foul play was found. 
Pikes, a native of Beaufort 

County, had been working in the 
Oak City community for a num- 

ber of years as a logger for J.,C. 
Johnson. He was thought to have 
been getting along all right. He 
disappeared sometime during 
Sunday night from the home and 
was found dead a short time later. 
He had been dead only a short 
time when the body was found. 

PRODUCTION 
v_ 

Ephriam Wooten, aged col- 
ored man of RFD 3, Williams- 
ton, while farming on a limit- 
ed scale is going all out for 
mass production. 

He displayed four heads of 
cabbage on one stalk, the 
largest head, fully developed 
and perfectly shaped, weigh- 
ing about four pouiuhf. 

Tobacco Co-Op To 
Neel On June 27ih 

—®— 

The Flue-Cured Tobacco Coop- 
erative Stabilization Corporation, 
better known as the World’s larg- 
est co-op, with a total member- 
ship of more than 438,000 tobacco- 
producing stockholders from five 
states, will hold its Annual Meet- 
ing this year in the Main Ball 
Room of the Sir Walter Hotel, in 
Raleigh, June 27, at 11:00 a. m. 

L. T. Weeks, of Raleigh, general 
manager of the organization, who 
made the announcement, said that 
the principal speaker on this 
year's program would be North 
Carolina's Commissioner of Agri- 
eulture, L. Y, Ballcntine. 

Week said that the Stabilization 
Corporation was set up in 194(1 
and has been operating for the 
past five seasons. “It is one of the 
few organizations in’ existence to- 
day that borrows working capital 
from the Federal Government and 
pays it back with interest,” he 
pointed out. 

He said through Stabilization's 
operations, every producer of flue- 
cured tobacco is able to get at 
least 90 percent of parity for his 
leaf on the warehouse floor. 

When a member's tobacco fails 
to bring at least parity at auction. 
Stabilization buys his tobacco 
with funds borrowed from the 
Commodity Credit Corporation 
and later resells it for a higher 
price,” Weeks said. 

“One of the outstanding fea- 
tures of the Stabilization system," 
he said, "is the fact that it is own- 

ed and operated by and for the 
flue-cured tobacco producers. This 
non-profit organization is an out- 

standing example of what can be 
done who a group sets out to pro- 
vide a self-sustaiing program de 
signed to overcome tobacco mar- 

keting problems.” 
Weeks urged that every tobac- 

co-producing county in the bright 
leaf hilts make a special effort' 
to have a tge representative 
group present at the meeting. 

More Roads In 
County Paved 

The State Highway Commission 
.completed 7 4 miles of new paving 
m Martin County during Mav, 

Tr.-.mrriissTT^inf^u 'SfiTMir 
ported today. 

The newly-hardsurfaced roads, 
all financed b.v the secondary 
road bond program, and their 
lengths are: 

From the Fountain Fork-Has- 
sell road, 2.5 miles west of Has 
sell, southwest toward Mayos 
Cross Roads to Edgecombe Coun- 
ty line, 1.4 miles; From US 04 
at east city limits of Parmele 
northwest to NC 11, 3.5 miles; 
From end oT paving in Parmele 
south to Pitt County line, 0.7 
mile ;and From end of paving on 

county road 0.5 mile southeast of 
Robersonville, 111 miles southeast 
to Prison Camp Road, 1.8 miles. 

The First Highway Division 
brought a total of 32.9 miles of 
road work to completion during 
May, Commission! Shelton an- 

nounced. 

Free Sirimminfi For 

Operators of the swimming pool 
here announced this week that 
free tickets would be issued to the 
underprivileged tots of the com- 

munity. 
The management is having 

members of the little baseball 
league here as its guests tomor- 
row 'evening from 7:30 until 9:30 
p. in. 

Several Thousand 
Salfegsff ssraaRsd 
h Karlin County 
Insufficient Ailrirosc* Dc- 

liiy Distrilnilinii Of 
Tobacco Chocks 

Several thousand dollars, rep- 

resenting equity in the Flue-Cur- 

ed Tobacco Cooperative Stabli/a- 
tion Corporation, have been un- 

claimed by approximately 175 
farmers in this county and immed- 
iate territory .according to infor- 
mation released a short time ago. 

Many of the farmers do not know 
that the money is waiting to be 
claimed. 

The money is being paid to far- 
mers who were members of the 
Stabilization agency in 1947, and 

represents the difference the far- 

mer received for his tobacco at 

time of sale and the amount re- 

ceived when it was sold by the 
agency. 

The checks have been mailed, 
but due to insufficient addresses 
or improper spelling many are 

returned. 
Those farmers whose names ap- 

pear in the list below can claim 
checks by either offering their 
identification card, or showing 
their pink agreement and receipt, 
or copies of their 1947 crop ware- 

house bills, or copies of 1947 set 

tlement memorandums describing 
tobacco delivered to the Stabiliza- 
tion Corporation, and or their 
1947 marketing quota card num- 

ber. The identification must be ac- 

companied by tin- farmer's full 
name and present address and 
name, of 1947 crop landlords or 

tenants. 
Those whose names appear be- 

low are advised to write the Flue- 

Cured Tobacco Cooperative Sta- 
bilization Corporation, Box 2711! 
Raleigh, N. C., inclosing the ne 

‘ces.sury information. The office ol 
the county agent will be glad ti 

render any assistance possible n 

helping farmers prepare propel 
identi fication. 

Checks are due the following: 
Willie Aekline, Bethel; A An 

drews, Robersonville; C. Andrews 
Robersonville; Ernest Andrews 
Stokes; James Andrews, Huber 
sonville; J. M. Andrews, Bethel 
Will Andrews, Bethel; Thcodort 
Ange, RFD 2, Williamston; H. An- 
thony, Robersonville; James Aus- 
tin, Robersonville; Henry Ayers 
Bethel; S. A. Ayers, Roberson- 
ville. 

Jambs* Ballard, Ki'tt'jeT'Kfi.vniU 
G. Barkley, Robersonville; Janie? 
Baines, Bethel, John Battle, Rob- 
ersonville; Zachary Berry, RFD 2 

Robersonville, F. C. Bland, James 
ville; Charlie Bond, Robersonville 

; Charlie Brudv. Kb kes, Wayn< 
jib axlon, Robersonville; O B 

j Huxley, Robersonville; Dallas Bri- 

ley, Robersonville; Joe Brown 
Robersonville; Johnic Brown, Oak 
City; Noah Brown, Robersonville 
Lester Brown, Oak City; S. A 
Brown, Williamston; Sam Brown 

Palmyra; Elbert Bryant, Wil- 
liamston; Gus Bryant, Oak City 

Roberta Chance, Robersonville 
Joe A. Cherry, Robersonville 
Lewis Clark, Bethel; W. Clark 

Roi rsonville; J G Codget, RFI’ 
3, Bethel; James Cudgel), Bethel 
James Coggins, Stokes; Luthei 
Cox, RFD 2, Robersonville; Jud.e 
Crandall, Robersonville; Waltei 
Cross, Palmyra; Ernest Crummer 
Robersonville. 

C. M. Damport, Jamesville; Gat 
lin Daniel, Stokes RFD 1; D E 
Davis, RFD 2, Robersonville; E G 
Davis, RFD 2, Robersonville; Har- 
ry Davis. Robersonville; Jog Dav- 
is, Bethel; James Davis, RFD 3 

I continued on p&ge eight) 

Victim Of Attack 
Reported Better 
Critically hurt when William T 

Currie fired two 32-ealibci bul 
lets into him at Jamesville a wee! 
ago, Elnu i Gray Modlin, 42, wa; 

reported to be yetting; along} very 
well in a local hospital this morn 

my. His recovery is expected il 
no complications result, it wa> 

learned. The man's intestines wen 

punctured and torn in at least six 
places by one of the bullets anc 

his arm was fractured by anothei 
bullet. 

No hearing has been scheduled 
in the case. During; the meantime 
Currie continues in the county 
jail. 

AIjdiitt Planning To 
Rebuild Burned 

\L\iOST 

“If ;i11 those who have vol- 
unteered can make it, we'll 
have a sufficient number to 

meet the bloodmobilc quota 
on Thursday of this week," 
Recruiter Chairmen Hildreth 
I*. Mobley and Edgar Gurgan- 
us said late yesterday. At that 

time, 193 volunteers had 
signed up, and the seven more 

needed were certain to be 
had, it was explained. The 
recruitments were reported as 

follows: Jamesville, lfi; Wil 
liains, 14; Griffins, 3; Hear 

Grass, 18; Williamston, 135; 
and Everetts, 7. 

The bloodmobilc will be lo- 
cated at the Legion IIut on 

Watts Street from 10 a. m. 

until 4:00 p. in. 

Williams District 
Over The Top In 
Cancer Campaign 

V|>pro\imal4‘ly $l,(>00 llih 
Itmi Kaisnl I6 Dale 

For Fiiml In County 
Williams Township, one of the 

smallest in the county, was the 

eighth district to exceed its quota 
in the current cancer fund drive 
Asked to raise $50, the district 
under the chairmanship of Mr 

Floyd Moore, reported $53.40. 
It was also reported that Cross 

Roads Township, Judge Jos, W 

Bailey, chairman, had exeeeedec 
its quota by $21.63, and that a de 
tailed report would be releasee 
later in the week for that district 

With reports complete frnn 

eight districts in the county anc 

partial reports in from Williams 
ton, the current cancer fund ilrivi 

now stands right at $1,600, leaving 
it abput $600 short of its goal. I 

was reported that Griffins was 

meeting its $100 quota, that Mrs 

Ben 11 Manning planned to makt 
a final report shortly, that tlu 
district will exceed its origina 
quota by more than $50. No re- 

port has been received from Mr 
John G. Taylor for Robersonvilh 
as yet. 

tiV'Wiiliamsion, ti.T- following 
canvassers reported over $700 
Mrs. John Roebuck, $10.05; Mrs 
Eva Grimes, $6, Mrs. A. L. Jame- 
son, $81.50; Mrs. D. V. Clayton 
$13: Mrs Connie B. Clark, $26.60 
Mr- U< oi:V -Core.v, $4 Oil; Mr W 
W. P.ay am! Mi C I! Whitclvui. t 

$19.78; Mrs W. 11. Sessoms ant 

Mrs. C. II Godwin, $26.50; Colon- 
ial Stori s, $10, Mrs. Jessup Mal- 
ison, $7.26; Mrs. Tom Parker 
$49.00; Mrs. J. P. Hedspeth, $18 
Mrs. M. J. Whitley, $18.30; Mrs 
James Bailey Peel, $16; Mrs. Mar- 

ry Bullock, Jr., $6.25; Mrs. Bruci 
Holloman, $46.50; Mrs. Davie 
Keel, $7.80; Mrs. Hugh Wyatt, $2 
Mrs. Bolton C. Parker. $25; Mrs 

'I.-.,.--■.-■.■r-|Ti.> -mo -- ■> ij,; :r C 

M. Cobb, $13: Mrs. J. 11 Forbe; 
and Mrs. Lewis Pippen, $1 1 85 

Mrs. Tom Crockett, $19; Mrs. Mil 
Thrower, $7.50; Mrs. Jack Man 

ning, $17; Mr: 11. A Bowen, $4,25 
Mrs. Billy Griffin, $10.20; Mrs 

Coy Roberson, $24.75; Graei 
Street, $13.50; Mrs. Wallace Tark- 

ington, $4.50; Mrs. L B. Wynne 
$13; Mrs W. F. Coppago, $75.75 
Mrs. Sylvia G. Newell, $49; Mrs 
T. B. Brandon, Sr., $5; Mrs. Til 
mon Coltrain, $11 Several can- 

vassers in Williamston are yet 
to report, and it is believed that 
the district will reach ds $1,00( 
quota. 

Chairman Moore reported tin 
following contributions over ir 
Williams Township: 

Fairview Christian Church am 

Sunday School, $15.05; Holl> 
Springs Methodist Church Sundae 
School, $12; Siloam Methodist 
Church by W. C. Gardner, $5 
Riddick s Grove Baptist Ch rch 
$5; Riddicks Grove Baptist Sun 
day School, $5; Billie Gurganus 
$1; Mrs. Lillie Gurganus, 35c; Mis; 
Lucy Smithwick, $1; G. E. Moore 
$1; R. J. Hardison, $!; Joe Perry 
$1; Grady Godard, $1; Floyc 
Moore, $5. Mr, Moore, along with 
the chairmen in the other district: 
expressed his appreciation to al 
those who contributed and ther 
went on to help raise the fund anc 

make the drive u oueecss. 

Mill Is Destroyed 
i By Fire Friday 

Night Near Here 
Ou;mlil\ of (lorn 

Also Hums In Ahhitt's 
Mill Fire On jNo. 125 

——«— 

Abbitt's grist mill, an old land- 
mark known for many years as 

Mobley’s Nfill, was destroyed by 
fire last Friday night, along with 
several thousand bushels of corn, 
corn barn, sheds and much equip- 
ment, A large grain elevator was 

damaged to some extent. 
The loss was unofficially esti- 

mated at about $80,000 with ap- 
proximately $15,000 insurance in 
force. 

Started by a spark from one of 
the grist mill rocks or flints, the 
fire spread rapidly in the main 
two-story building. The attend- 
ant tried to telephone in an alarm, 
but the line was busy and it was 

declared that the talking parties 
refused to yield the circuit. Dur- 
ing the meantime, the fire spread 
to all parts of the building and 
was seen several miles away pos- 
sibly twenty minutes or more be- 
fore someone made a trip to the 
local fire station and sounded the 
alarm. 

Williamston’s volunteer fire- 
men carried both of the large 
pumpers and placed them in op- 
eration, drawing water and fight- 
ing the fire back from the large 
grain elevator. It was more than 
a three hour fire, and the 
highway was blocked most of that 
time Telephone service between 
Williamston and Hamilton and 
Oak City was disrupted several 
hours when all the circuits were 

[ burned down. 
I Traffic jammed the streets 
'when the second of the two fue 
trucks moved out, and hundreds 
went to the fire, some of them 
getting hemmed in for hours. 

Mr. W. () Abbitt, owner-opera- 
tor of the mill, stated that four 
thousand bushels of corn had been 
placed in the elevator Friday af- 
ternoon. 

Even while the embers still 
burn, Mr. Abbitt is making plans 
to rebuild the mill. Engineers and 
mill W I g ill. ,> Vt" to i' *' 0 the ..*... 
uation on Thursday of this week. 
1! was explained that the rebuild- 
ing program would be pushed as 

rapidly as possible. 
Soon after the mill burned, cus- 

tomers of the mill, including sev- 

fial of v... wik firms in 
this section of the State, called 
and expressed the hope that the 
mill would be rebuilt and that 
the product would be placed back 
on the market as rapidly as pos- 
sible. 

Mr. Abbitt said lie could not 
offer an estimate on the costs un- 

til the engineers complete their 
survey. "But when we make our 

plans they will be so designed to 
tin mill .-.lie 17I■•■■■vhc-jr.T.v.t 

modern fii the country," Mr. ‘Ab- 
bitt said. 

The mill dam gave way and 
considerable water went out of 
the pond, threatening the fish. 
Volunteers were asked for Sun- 
day and a few filled bags with 
dirt and checked tl)# water flow. 

He expressed his appreciation to 
all those who in anyway helped 
during the emergency last Friday 
night, and expressed the hope that 
all his customers would bear with 
him during the present emergen- 
cy. 

The fire was the second to 
which local firemen were called 
in less than twenty-four hours. 
Fire started in the Dixie Peanut 
Company’s hull house about 10:50 
o’clock Thursday night, but little 
damage resulted there. The 
sprinkler system had almost 
cheeked the fire when firemen 
reached there and they finished 
knocking it out with water from 
a large hose line. 

AMVETS MEETING 
Luther Hugh Hardison, Post 

Commander of the Martin County 
AMVETS, has called another spec- 
ial meeting on Thursday night, 
Juiu 19. at 8.00 o’clock in the Mar- 
tin County courthouse. All white 
veterans of World War II, officers, * 

members and others, are urged 
to be there. 


