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THIRTEENTH EPISODE
Circumstantial Evidence

Temptation.
No one who knew Grace Coe could

*doubt that she was really and truly in

earnest, so it was all the more singular
that her father, though not misjudging
her character, should be a confirmed
skeptic as to the success of her philan-
thropic schemes. Perhaps the caution
necessary In hundling and safe-guard-
ing large sums of money belonging to
other people tends to weaken a bank-
er's fafth in human pature.

Nor was the girl helped by the ac-
tions of her brother, George, whose
folly, even more than his willful ex-
travagance, plagued his father sorely.

The Spirit of Evil ugually carries a
full quiver, and more than one vicious
shaft lacerated Mr. Henry Coe's skin
on the unhappy day which commenced
inansplclonsly when he was visited by
his son soon after the bank opened its
doors,

“Well, dad,” he cried, affecting an
alr of bolsterous good-humor, 1 hope
you're feeling fine an' dandy this morn-
ing? You ought to. Stocks seem to be
golin' strong.”

"How much? inquired the banker
dryly.

He suspected the motive of this un-
usu splicitude for his well-being.

Howéver, seelng there was no help
for it, George tackled the situntion
with some show of bravado.

“If you put It that way, dud,” he :mh.’nI
Jjauntily, “I may as well own up mt
once. I'm in a bit of a hole this time,
afd want quite a stack. If only you
will see me clear today I'll promise—"

- “I shall never agaln trust any prom-
lse of yours!" broke im his father.
“You need not trouble to give me dt~]
talls!" he went bn, seeing that lheorgel
was nervously fingering a thick pile of
accounts. I have made up my mind
how to treat you in the future. You will
recelve a monthly allowance. 8ince you
are under no living expenses while you
remain vmtier my roof, and are worse
than useless ln this office, T have de-

clded to pay you $500 a month to clear '

out of the business. This sum Is more
than sufficient to ennable you to mix In
the society which 1 approve of, 1t wili
be credited to your account on the first
of each month., Today, a4 a final con-
cesslon, 1 will stake you with o month® 8|
allowanee In advance, \n"
Iwotesis are of po avall, uml If \=1||
look toa sulley T warn you that the puy-

ments nny be reducel by one-half,

| have been nearly two thousand dollars

' by some miracle contrived to talk light-

"*] am sure you are mistaken, Mr.
Burton,” she sald sweetly. “You must
learn to think right. Implicit trast In
mankind is the first onward step along

. the road to redemption.”

| “You must not imagine that no prog-
ress i8 made. in the work ‘of regenera-

[ lon merely because you have met

with fmilures on the way,” she urged,

laying an impulsive hand on his arm.
“Look at Bill Reilly's case! And

Bluqrbo Grifiin’s! The man was a dar-

ing burglar, yet he resisted temptation

when his former associates could have
extracted a fortune from you. And
picture what It means to the girl to
abandon forever the glare and glitter
of tle night clubs,

“Come with me, Mr. Burton. 1 will
submit two of my waifs to a seyere

vive It they will benefit, while your
eynicism will sustain a heavy shoek.”

John protested that he was by po
means cynleal, but Grace laughingly
held to her purpose. She unlocked a
drgwer In the desk at which she was
sltting, and took out a roll uf currency
"notes, She counted the mouey, which
umounted to quite a large sum, Then,
hulving It, she placed onehalf on the
desk und pocketed the remaindler,

Crooking n finger at John, she led
him into the outer hall, where Bill
Reflly and DLiuunche bhappened o bn'
seated at the moment.

“Mr. Burton aud 1 are golpg out,”
she sald to her proteges, “Wa shall be
awny & couple of hours, or longer. If
you two have nothing better to do, you
might take care of the office until 1
return,”

“Where are we golog?' ingquired
John, when Grace and he were out of
eurshot.

“For a spip In your car"
swered gully,

“But 18 It wise fo leave so much
money on your tmble? There must

she an-

in the plle. Is It even fair to tempt
those peaple In that way

“If 1 am wrong," cume the earnest
answer, "I ghall suffer the loss with
vnignutmu. and you will be strongly
intrenched in the position of the su-
perior male who can say ‘I told you
#0.) Meaonwhlle, let us forget these
problems for at lenst forty miles,"

Johfi fell in with her mood. How
might any young man do otherwlse?
They ecajoyed the run amazingly, and

ly of that great world which both hud
seen through such very different spec-
tacles,  They were ubsent 4 good denl
ionger thun the two hours stipulated
for. but, when they enme hack, found
Bill Reflly nnd Blanehe Griflin seated
in (e ofitee. ach was appurently ab

tést. 1t may be cruel, but if they sur-|

H

ward, you've got to find this
right away."

“I tell you I ean't do It” sald
George doggedly. “My father won't
give ittqnn.mdmonowmlmd me
& dime, and I can't evén steal {t, be
eause 1 am turned out of the bank."

Virgipla began ralling at  him
through a storm of tears. Bhe wohld
soon have been In hysterics, but an
unforeseen diversion umo M Jake,
who unceremoniously burst
lock of the closet and bomd into
the room. 4

Gearge Coe, who was “mo cOward,
would have tackled him them and
there, but the gunman leveled & wick-
ed-looking automatic pistol at his
hreast. !

“You stand just where yoy are, Mr.
Coe," scowled Jake, “or T'll drill a hole
through you.. When you've got your
breath back, an’ your heart Btops
Jumpin’, pick up that telephone an'
tell your sister to bring the money
here. She's got It, apd you've got to
have it, and 8o have we, and that's all
ther: is to 14"

A Useless. Sacrifice.

SUll  chattering aimlessly about
malters of no Import—her object be-
Ing to dissipate any notion in the
minds of the assistants that she had
purpnsely put a struin on their loyal-
ty—tirnee Coe was replacing the bun-
dle of notes in a drawer of the roll-top
desk when a telephone on the table

E

-

THES ALK RAN

We Have Solved The Problem of
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ful production of theé ‘misery and —
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The High Cost of Shoes

Bring Us Your Old Shoes and W il Make
Them Do Double D ¢

clanged insistently. Blunche happened
o be nearest the Instrument, and an-
awered the eall,
celver to Grace.

“Your brother wants a word
you, Misgs Coe," she announced.

Silence relgned In the reom while
Cirnee listened. Grace's eyes diloted
with fear and a note of terror crept
into her volee as she turned from the
Instrument,

"My brother is in some trouble, He
#ays he has been injured. He nsks me
to come at once."”

“Now, In the quick turmoll of the
moment, Burton might have hurrled
the distraught girl to the walllug au-
tomoblle without another gpoken word,
but his downright temperament cualled
for full knowledge before he acted.

“Is your hrother at your home, Ml

She banded the re-
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ratd. It was troe that nelther 1ts jead
o= wrtehed hag known as “Motker
Flapnigan,” nor (8 most noted mem-
ber, “Two-Gun Jake” had been eap-
tured, But the pang was broken up
and Ity membors seattered.  Mother
Flunnigan's whereabouts were not even
known, ahd Jake's accustomed haunts
were no longer enllvened by his swag
gering presence,

The authorities were woefully mis
taken, however., The Hell-cats were

[ henehman were even then perfecting a
| l Lt
| greater peril thun he had ever hefore

Vs ceincldence that the girl's art [
fess muneuver should have suceevided |
in the very hour when the (urces of
mibselilef were gnthering within a shop
the settlement bulldfing

Flunnigan and her  chief

Fmile of

‘Mother”

which wonld plnee Burton In

of us left goon. First Bill has gone,
then Blonche, You'll be the next, 1 sup-
pose 1"

“Sometimes you get me that mad,
Jake, 1 want te shake you!" muttered
the girl, seizing him and thrusting him
foreibly into a closet, which she locked.
She ran to the door and opened it

George Coo, however, was not quite
such u fool as Blaoche deemed i, |
He noticed Instamtly that there were
two liquor glasses on the table.

not minded to take defeat so easily,
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On Sundays the Old Bay Lme has no steamer:
Sailing tickets routed via tha line will be honored for
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