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Buxton Midycth. of Juhon. Cites 'l'h Flnnl
Which, He Says, Sustain His Contention

.

Ta the Editor: 1 am encloslug to
you an artiele on Capital Punishment,
by & ffteen-year- old boy. It was his
speech in o debate on the nul?joct in
Jackson, N. €., and I need lulrdly
add that Ma side won, ”

The Seripture tell us that a little
child shall Jead them, and if the pub-
lieation of this produetion shall con-
tribute anything toward pubting a
quietus on the restiess spirit of inno-
vation which bobs up blennially In
the General Assembly and much oft-

“uaaonll 1o wubs-
rats ."-'&"
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it _wxren YOUR BILLS

f the Elizabeth City house-
[\ who carcfully motes her|”
_“ hold expenditures has
i noted within the past few
'_ ks & considerable reduct-
i the price of many foods,
chances are that she has
it Bad just treatment from
ht-eher and grocer,
s ¢ has been a falling off
9 '_ﬁbm pix to seven cents a
in the price of cattle.
Bame is true in the case of
Lamb and veal are also
ing at lower prices whole-
I8 nd the price of eggs,
w always grow cheaper
£ 8his season, is falling faster
BVen than usual, Butter, whole-
yhas dropped twelve cents
& pound and the New York
WOrld describes the butter
arket as “panicky.”
. & Advance hasa suspicion
L il grocers, or some of
are not playing square
ir customers in these
f declining prices.
are & housewife who
y interested in lowering
of living join the
ves League and inform
on these matters,
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L LITTLE BOYS DO
J -l
BY SPELLED 'BM
J-G-H-N-U-T-8

THEY PUT
OF GOODNESS
D THEIR MAKEUP

AS A
L oF
INTO
SPELLING

‘1 NOTICED
N I GREW UP
THEY NEVER
PASTED THE SAME
ANY MORE

ND THEN WHEN
HE WAR CAME ALONG
BERVED THAT
HAD BECOME
ILY EXTINCT

l RIEVED
DAYS

Y JOYHOOD
', BOYHOOD

TIOE NOW
Y'VE

VIVED
SPELL 'EM

..| Y
| DON'T MIND
I LN

ener elsewhere, it will not havé been
[ln vain,
I thought the question of capital

. punishment had been seitied four

thousand years ago: whoso sheds
man’s blood by man his blood shall
be shed is the deeree written by God
when Noah began to live under the
constitution of m renovated earth. It
sppears that there was no capltal

punishment before the flood, perfiaps
following the ruling, when popula-
tion was scarce, In respect to Caln,
whose immunity was in contravention
of the general law, as he himself ad-
mitted; and the Book says the earth
'was filled with violence. W. J. PEELE

By BUXTON MIDYETTE

Mr. President, Honorable Judgea, La-
dies and Gentlemen:

My purpose today I8 to convince
you that Capltal Punishment should
not be abolished, 1 do not want you
to think that 1 do not value humin
life,

I will take for my first point, Pubs
lie Safety demands Capltnl Punish-
ment,

(a) It is the most eéffective deter
rent,

Blatistics given out by the differ-
enl governments of the leading na-
tions show us that there Is an in-
eraaae of crime and a decrease In the
number of persons electrocuted or
hung for murder. For Instanee, in
England and Weales in 1902, 28 men
and 6 women were aentenced to
death. In the year 1910, in the
same countries, 36 men and 6 women
{were condemned to death. The an-
nual average for the years 1806-37}
PE-00-1800, melusive, for men and
women, was 21.2 percent for men and
4.4 percent for women. From 1801
to 1906 Inclusive, the average was
29.4 percent for men, 8 percent for
women. Of those sentenced to death
between years 1806 and 1800, Ineclu-
sive, 10.4 percent were commuted to
life imprisonment; and between
yoars 1801-1905, inclusive, 12.4 per
cent, But what canses this Inereass
in erime? Mret, the lenlency in the
use of the desth penalty; second, the
inerease in the number tommuted to
life Imprisonment. In the year 1775
& great number of robberles were
started In Paris. The death penalty
was glven to those captured and they
stopped ot once. Rhode Island

there ware 164 percenl more murd-
ers ih the Bttse of Rbhode Island
where they did not have capital pun-
ishment than there were In the State
of Massnchusetts where they did, All
eriminals are cowards and therefore
theéy select the Htalea that do not
have capital punishment for the
scenes of thelr erimes. Crimiinal
wardens and Jail keepers say that
capital punishment I8 the mosl of-
fective punishment, Professlonal
robbers form in bands and if one of
them was to botray the band he
would be hung.
capital punishment because they
know it keops their followers from
betraying them. Franoe not long
ago abolished capital punishment, bhut

the publi¢ streets, 5o they reinstatod

“leapital punishment

(b) It prevents criminais from
commiiting more than one crime.

¢ eriminals are always resdy

to kUl any one U In doing so they

“their purpose. Then why

rison morderers nevor

oy will escape and

. Most Worthy Op-

1ite of the criminal

than the life of the

T murders? We know if

lte s doad he cun harm no one else.

But alive he s hell on legs, never

knowing what he will do next. Fre-

quently we see a man seatenced to

the penitentlary Tor life pardoned by

the Predident or the Governor after

om  kiling *W
- a‘r‘-.wn;' *-v*-..a# -”1

abolished capital punishment and ’

Bo evon robbers use |

there ooccurred R0 assnssinations in ¢

wolves turned in # fock of sheep
which has no shepard.- The outcome
s the gheep are killed, |

(¢) It s needpd untll the negro
ruce has progressed further,

| 1f we are to abolish eapital pun-

fshment we must walt until the
negro race Is better sducated, My
Opponents of courses own that there
is & great difference in & negro and
‘& white person intellectually and that
more murderers are negroes than
white people. You say why fs It that
there are more negro murderers than
white people? it Is because the
white man has the most sense of the
two. Our Opponents who want cap-
ital punishment abollshed do not pro-
vide for the negro.

(d) Thera Is no adequate substi
tute for Capital Punishment.

I have shown you that Imprison-
ment for life could not work, then
what are we going to substitute?
Exile Ia Impracticable. But let us
thke Life Imprisonment tnstead of
Capital Punishment. Our statistios
show us that if you put 100 men In
Jall for life, giving them no hope of
rélenss, In fifteen yedrs not a one of
them would be living 8o we see
that the only substitute at all, which
Is MHie Imprisonment and exile, Is
death by slow torture, which Iy cer-
tainly more éruel than to hang the
vietim. When we put the murderer
in jall for Hfe wp do the same thing
that the English Jdid to the Jews
which was to put them on the rack
I this Humanity, Most Honorable
Judges? .

The Abolitlon of Capital Puniash
ment has not always been satisfact-
ary. .

(i) It has led to Lynchings and in
crease in Crime,

Colorudo abolished capital punish-
ment lu 1697, In the year 1800 three
Iynchings occurred. Two of the per-
sons lynched were negroes. One of
thees negroea’ was charged with the
asapult and murder of & twalve-year-
old girl. He was burned at the stake,
and it is sald that he was taken to
the place where he was Iynched by
the sherif who had him in custody.
The newspapers sald this In the foi-
lowing words: “If that bil] Had never
been repsaeld there le o general Pub-
lie Opinion that the various lynchings
that have taken place in this State
would not have occurred.”

In Rhode Island where capital
punishment is abolished there were
660 percent more murders than in
New Hampghire. Murder In France
increased 68 percent. Murder In
Michigun fncreased from sixteen in
the sglx years before abolition of
hanging to 158 Iy the same perlod
after. Murder Inoreased no In Call-
fornia and Colorado that the death
penalty was again enaeted. But my
oppontats Bay that the death penaity
should bo abolished, beécause Hle s so
aered. But lan't it better, Ladles
ad Gentlemen, that ome person be
k'lled than three? Then let the per-
son that Is klled be the murderer
ot the Innocent law-abiding olitizen
Germany abolished capital punish-
ment bul soon adopted it aagin. Our
Opponents’ sacred paradise Ttaly had
3,807 murder trials In 1910, which
means 3,807 murders. Life seems to
be véry sacred in ltaly where they do
not have capital punhhm‘eut. Can
my Worthy Opponents cite me a
place where they have capital punish-
ment and life s sacred.

(b) Criminals do mnot dread life
Imprisonment,

Why? Decause of two ressons:
First, In u ghort time they are Hable
to be purdoned by the Governor or
the President. Then a eriminal re-
vengers himself on the people that
put him in  prison; second, the
chance of esciping, In many cases
they haye killed their Jallors. i’ the
murderer i ip a State where capital
punirhnient is not aboljshed he turna
this over in hig mind, "It 1 kil this
man, | will be killed in turn by the
Btate, 1 won't kil this man.” .But
if ¢ }s In a Btale that doos not
haye capital punishment he thinks
Just the opposite, The statistied
that 1 bave given you prove this
point bpeause there are more mur-
ders in the States that do not have
capiial punishment than there are in
the States that have t./ Ieshould

you rather be executed or put in jafl
for lite? Most of you would rather
be put n jail for Iife,

roasons | have already M to
you.

 (develops [nsenity.

Of those that are put in jail for

life 37 percent m—m hy insanity.
rltr t‘ four 3 *1r - nvﬁ'r ve
%’ l“l" - i

Iy e

liko to ask you this question. Would |

(¢) Life Imprironment frequently |

Laxative

Cold
Breakers

Should always be
kept on” hand to
brenk stubborn
colds. Ils effect
in relleving con-
gestion and cut-
ting short the
Eymptoms seems
almost magleal.

that insane people can not do much
work. But still, Ladles and Gentles
men, capital punishment should be
abolished. If my Most Worthy Op-
ponents call thls humanity then cap-
ftal punishment ls heaven tg It,

(d) Life Imprisonment does not
“eform criminals,

Yery few criminals are reformed,
an average of forty out of a hundred,
but we see that slxty out of & hun-
dréed are not changed. These are
turned out Into the world and im-
mediately they take up their old
practices,

Ladles and Gentlemen shall we re-
turn to barbariesm? Do the citisens
of this country wear arms? Why!?
Because of the assurance of the gov-
ernment to protect human lfe. If a
man breaks Into your house and you
live in a Btate where they do not
hive “eapial punishment lits life Iy
protected while yours is put in dan-)
Eor.

Shall the Twentieth Cenlury re-
lurn to the errors of the former cen-
tury as some Btates have tried? No,
let us profit by our experiences,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 have
proven to you the folloying points: |
1. Public SBalety demands Capital
Punishment.

(a) It is the most eflective deter-|
rent.

(b} It preventa criminals commit-
ting more crime.

(e) It B needed untll the négro
race has progressed furthes. |

(d) There s no adequate subeti-
tute for Capital Punishment. -

2. The sbolition of Capital Pun-
ishment has not always proved satis-
tactory |

!
;

(a) It has led to lynchings and In-
ergase In crime. |
(b) Criminals do not dread Life |
Imprisonment. .
(e) Life Imprisonment fregquently 1
develops fnsanity. |
{d) Life Imprisonment does not |
reform eriminals,
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W br itery specialists; we can revive yo
batrt:i'y“l: lung 'zg,thue isa k of life, Bnn ’
or

tury to us, | tell you whether there's n
buying a new one or not.
e carry a complete line of storage batteries and.
automobile supplies.
City Garage Electric Service
Station
ELIZABETH CITY, N. C. '
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A QUIET, REFINED PLACE TO EAT

SCO'IT. & TWIDDY'’S CAFE
HINTON BUILDING

With our new Chef on the job we are in a position
to give you extra good service.

Main Street Elizabeth City, N, C.

'W. S. WHITE & CO.

~—Dealers In—
FEED FOR STOCK AND POULTRY
SEED FOR FARM AND GARDEN
ELECTRIC SUPPLIES

120-122 Poindexter Street
Elizabeth City, N. C.

Phone 64

" Elizabeth City, N. C.

Telephone 15 or 885

N. G. GRANDY & CO.

COTTON, FLOUR, GRAIN,

HAY, FERTILIZERS, EGGS

PEAS, POTATOES, PRQDUCE ﬂ
Elizabeth City, N. C, 104 |

'WE ARE SPECIALIST!

We sell Everything that a Man or Boy
ears, from the crown of his head to the
sole of his feet.

Quality, Style and Prices guaranteed.

C. A.COOKE

Opposite Love's Market

Dainty-~Delicious
and at the same
tune healthﬁ.tl-




