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.of his alleged falsified tax returns
. proceed without prejudice or consider

.+ popttlation in the distriet have tuber-

But Libel Suit Figures In
Case

(By Assoclated Press)
Berlin, Feb. 26.—Mathias Ersber-

‘ger last night resigned as Minister

of Finance, buasing his action upon
the desire to have ap lnvestigation

atton for his official position.

While the official annonucement as
signg this as the reuson for his re-
tirement, the alleged motive is eclip-
ged by the character of the evidence
which Dr. Karl Helfrlch, former vice
Chancellor, succeeded in plling up
against Erzberger. during the last
two days of the latter's libel sult
against him,

Under-Secretary of BStato Meosle
has been selected to succeed EHrzber-
ger.

PORTO RICANS
LOOK 0 U. .

Living Wage and Developed
Industries Need to Cure Con-
ditions There Says American

Special Agent

New York, Feb. 25—A living wage
and development of industries on a
large scale Is needed to banlsh the
“most Intolerable conditions" wunder
whieh the immense landless popula-
tlon of Porto Rico have labored for
centuries, Joseph Marcus, speclal
tagent of the United States Employ-
ment Bervice, declares in a repert is-
gued by the Department of Labor.
The Investigator reported that lack
of employment for a large part of the
people, intermittancy of occupation
aund small wages have brought about
a eritical situation on the island.

The Porto Rican laborer looks to
the United States with Its enlighten-
ment and leadership In humanitarian
jdeals to rescue him, the Marcus re-
port stated. Both the government
and the American Federation of La-
bor are being appealed to, it was ex-
plained.

But before

the industries can be
expected to enter the Porto Rican
fleld shipping facilities must be ({n-
creased, with fast steamers in ser-
vice: a hraneh of the Federal Reserve
Bank must be instituted on the Is;
land, and there must be more inde-
penden land-owning farmers, accor-
ding to the report. Then, with &
big export business, work may be
provided for all at fair wages. Now
when a laborer Is working he and
hig tamily share s breakfast of only
black coffee, a luncheon of rice and
beans, rice and codfigh, or codfish
and plaintains, and a dinner the
same as luncheon, it was stated.

The Porto Rican is beginning (o
demand better living conditions, Mr.
Marcns reported. Strikes organized
and supported by the Free Federation
of Labor which is afiliated with the
American Federation of Labo, take
place “'frequently.”

In Aguadilla, one of Porto Rico's
principal towns, characterized as the
“gtrike breakers’ district”
“porest section of the Island,” In-
stances abound where families eal
only once a day and have meat but
once In a yeéar, the report sald, sd-
ding that about thirty percent of the

culosls, Hookworm and other tro-
pleal diseases abound throughout the
entire country.

Deseribing the “jibaro’ or moun-
tain dweller and “‘prideipal factor"
{n the labor problem of Porto Rico,
slnce he constitutes mnearly dgttﬂ
per cent of the population, the Mar-
eus report sums up the sltuation as

follows:
““This jibaro ls still living under

i’ w environment under which
ors lived one or two kllt-

and he g, altem and radical movements gen '
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SAUNDERS SAYS
IT'S A MISTAKE

Editor of Independent Declares
He Is Not Committed to Plat-
form of Committee of Forty-
Eight

Ed!tor, The Advaneo:-

The uge of the name of the Inde-
pendent In the article regarding the
Commitlee of Forty-Elght in your is-
sue of Feb, 24 was unauthorized, as
was also the name of W L. Cohoon.
I was recently requested by Wade
B. Leonard to assume certaln work
for the Committee of Forty-Bight In
this district. T declined' and told him
that he probably counld interest Mr.
Cohoon, sinca 1 had been informed
that Mr. Cohoon might be interested
in the organization of a now politi-
cal party. I suggested that he commu-
nleate with Mr. Cohoon. It appears
that instead of acting discreetly up-
ou a friendly suggestion, Mr. Leon-
ard seeks, without authority, to use
our names for propaganda purposes,
it s true I became Interested in
the Committee of Forty-Bight seyer-
al months ago when its object wae
the calling of a convention to ascer-
tain the liberal opinion of the country
and to-definitely establish a liberal
program as opposed to Bolshevism,

erally with which Ibleralism was in
Imminent danger of belng eonfused.
1 was one of the signers of the call
for the Bt. Louls Convention in De-
cember, 1910; but counld not find
it convenient to attend that conven-
tion,

It seems that out of that copven-
tion has grown a movement to organ-
Ize a new political party, but I have
not had an opportunity to study the
advisabllity of such action and any

time.

W. 0. SBaunders
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| MRS. LOUISE BURFOOT DEAD
|

Mrs. Louise Burfoot; widow of the
late M. L. Burfoot died at her
 home on Burgess street Tuesday af-

‘ternoon at two o'clock. She became
umhlvnl) very [l Tuesday morning
and was glven mediecal attention but
fdid not regain conseciousness,

Mrs. Burfool would have been
sixty-two years old on Saturday. She
is survived by two children, Mliss
l“”t[:l Burfoot and J. W. Burfoot both
of this city,

Mrs, Burfool has been living in
this ity eight years, having moved
here from Old Trap, Camden County.

The funeral will be conducted from
the home at three o'clock Thursday
afternoon,
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FUNERAL MAJOR D. GREGORY

The funeral services of Major D.
Gregory who died Monday morning
at the home of hiz son, K. C. Gregory
on North Road strest, were conduct-
ed from the home Tuesday afternoon
at threethirly o’clock by Dr. George
W. Clarke, pastor of Blackwell Me-
morial church, Interment was made
in Hollywood cemetery.

Mr. Gregory had been in falling
health since an attack of influenza
last year. He was a native of Cam-
den county but had lved here for
thirty years. He was a Cnfederate
veteran.

He I# survived by two daughters
and four sonz. The daughters are
Miss Bessie Gregory and Mrs. M. G.
Wright, both of this city. The sons

ory of Norfolk and E. C. Gregory of
this eity.

n

. FIVE YEARS IN ARMY

London, Feb, 9— John Farring-
down, a seaman who has been in the
army for five years, has been four-
teen times courtmartialled, spert
four and o haM years under deten-
tion, and was nevr abroad, according
to army records. He s now serv-
ing three years penal servitude for
theft of postal drafts, A
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GATE CITY SPENDS
MONEY ON STREETS

Bond lssue For Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars Authoriz-
ed By City Fathers. — Flu
About Done For

Greenshoro, Feh 24-—Greensboro

plans to spend two hundred thous-
and dollars on street improvements,
an ord'nance for a bond issue of

that amount having been passed by
the city Commilssloners yesterday af-

ternoon by a unanimous vote, The
bonds will bear interest at a rate of
not In excess of six per cent. The
last issue of sireet Improvement
bonds sold by the city bore a rate of

b 1-2 per cent,
Emergency Hospitals Oleap

For the first time since the begin-
oing of the influenea epldemic both
the white emergency hospitals that
were opened for the treatment of
patfefits for the disease
patlents with the disecase are with-
out a patient,
ing been discharged Monday after-
noon. _All of the equipment of the
two hospitals will be left intaot for
a few days so that [f there {5 a re-
currence of the epldemic everything
will be rady to fight it. The emer-
gency hospital for negroes still has
a few patients but it s expected that
they will be discharged within the
next few days.

But Few New “Fiu!' Cases
Only two new cases of jufluenza
developed here within the twenty-
four hours ending at five o'clock
Monday alternoon.
clan stated yesterday aflternmoon that
with continued improvement he is
positive that the ban agalnst publie
gatherings can be lifted soon. In
his weekly mortality report to the
surgeon general at Washington, made
yestarday he reported only thirteen
Monday he reported only thirteen
deaths from influenza ‘and pneumon-
la for the week ending February 21.
This is considered a low
record, considering the large number
of cases that have been tm.-
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To Investigate

Bureau of Internal Revenue

Authorities

(By Assoclated Press)

Washington, Feb, 26— Investiga-
tion of the prohibitlon controversy
in Iron County, Michigan will be
made by the Bureau of Internal Re-
venue, Commissioner Roper announc
ad today

The Deputy Commissloner leaves
tonight for Grand Rapids and Iron
River City to take up with authori-
ties there the controversy which led
District Prohibition Commissioner
Dalrymple at Chicago to declare the
county In “open revoll."
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ANNOUCES DEATH
COFNEDERATE VETERAN

. The following announcement s
made today by James I. Metts, Major
General, Commanding North Caroli-
na Division United Confederate Vet-
erans: _

“It is with the deepest sorrow that
I have to announce the death of our
beloved comrade Brig. R. H. Rleks,
which occurred February lith. at T
N. . A few years ngo he was elect-
P. M. at his home near Roey Mount,

North Carvolina Brigade and has been
re-elocted since. He belonged to
the famous Dethel Regiment at the
first battle of the war, was one of
the six men who destroyed the house

in front of the Confederate Lino
when Henry Wyatt waskilled, Wyatt
being the first soldler 1o be killed
in the war, ”

From all accoupts he was one of

the lest soldlers who ever stepped to
the tup of the drum; Careful, pains-
taking., cautlous though [fearless,
withh good Judgement he was ever at
(e Generous, wurmhearted
he noever permitted anyone to suffer
witliin his reach. He belonged to &
battery which did good serviee es-
l;n-n-i;lll ut Cold Harbor, where ho was
wounded several times. In  his
death the Confederate Veterans have
sustained an inealculable loss,
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MEXICO SCHOOLS CLOSE

[tonlt.

Mexico City, Feb. 26—S8chools and
public gatherings lere are suspended
indefinitely on account of influenga.
It is estimated that the number of
|cn,ues in the city run as high as sevy-

eral hundred thousand.
0

TWIN TUNNELS BORED

Pittsburgh, Feb. 25 —Twin Tun-
els, each five thousand, seven hun-
dred feet long, for the use of vehicles
and pedestrians, are being hored thru
the range of hills bordering the south
ern dldewef the Monongahela Rivr
vally here, in order thal the thous-
ands of persons live oin the Bouthern
{part of Allegheny county and work
in Pittsburg may more easily reachthe
elty.

Work on the tunmels which began
a few days ango, will ocontinue for
more than two years, engineers es-
timate, and the cost will be $4,600.00
JIt s proposed to have the tunnels
conngct with a high  bridge which
will span the Monogahela river and’
bring the tunnel trafie to the heart
of the business district of Pittaburg.
This will cost theree million five huu-
dred thousand dollars. Bach tube
will be made to accomadate two lines
of vehicle trafile, and in addftion

there will be footpaths.
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To Confer With Michigan |

ed Brigadier General of the Third |

Washington, Feb, 25—Bankridge Colby of New York, who
was one of the leaders in the Progressive party under Roosevelt,

Secretary of State.

Announcement of his selec«
tion by the President was made

Iron County Mixup |today at the White House.

Colby’s selection came as a

Deputy Commissioner of the surprise, most officials assum-

ling that Frank L. Polk, Acting
Secretary, would be the Presi-
dent’s choice.

The first inkling that the

one putside the official family
came when Colby visited the
White House early today with
Raymond Baker, Director of
the Mint.

Colby was taken to see the
President and a few minutes
later formal announcement of
his selection was made.

His nomination is expected

day or two.

ASQUITH ELECTED

(By the Assoclated Press)
London, Feb, 26—Former Prem/ier
Asquith was elected to Parllament
from the Paisley constituency im a*
racent election. Announcement of the
result was made today.
]
REPLY DELIVERED
TO ALLIED COUNCIL

London, Febh, 26—Presldent Wil
son's reply to the Allled note on the
Adriatie question feached London

todoy and wus dellvered Lo the Al-
led Supreme Couneil.
TO REFER APPEALS

TO GOVERNMENTS

-
(By Assoclated Press)

Paris, Feb. 26—The Ambassador-
inl Counell decided today to refer the
respective governments nppeals of
inter-Allted military ,authorities for
any condemned to death.
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MEET THURBDAY NIGHT TO
ORGANIZE POULTRY ABS'N.

All who are Interested In organie-
Ing & poultry assoclation in Pasquo-
tank County are asked to meet in the
County Farm Agents office In the
Fadaral Bullding Thursday night at
aeven-lh!r_ly,

PRINCE AND PREMIER
ARE BOTH WOUNDED

(By Assoclated DPress)
London, Feb. 26 — Attempt has
bee made to assasinate Prince Begent
Alexander of Serbie and Premier
Protitch, according to a Trieste dis- .
patch.

The Prince and Premier are both
wounded.

IRISH HOME RULE
PRESENTED TODAY

(By Associated Press)
London, Feb. 25 — The govern-
ment's bill for Irlsh Home Rul, was
presented in the House of Coms
mons today and immediately receiv-
ed its first reading. v
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HELD FOR RANSOM

(By the Assoclated Press)
Washington, Feb. 26—Barry Hog-
garty, American cltigen was kKidnap-

and is being held for ransom, accord-
ing to Information at the State De-
partment to-day: ‘
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President was to appont some
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