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Damage to Building Estimated At
Fifty Thousand In Addition To
Loss of Siff Company’s Stock

Property in the amount of approximately eighty thousand

dollars went up in smoke early

Sunday morning when the se-

cond and third stories of the Savings Bank & Trust Com-
pany’s new building on the corner of Main and Poindexter
streets were gutted by flames and the stock of the S. R, Siff
Company almost utterly consumed.

Discovered between four

and five o'clock,
gained headway until they
burst through the roof, delug-
ing all the area from the build-
ing to N. G. Grandy's water-
front with a shower of sparks
that fell thick as snowflakes
in a snowstorm and threaten-
ing the whole area with an
outbreak of flame.

This, however, was the be-
ginning of the end. With eight
streams of water playing di-
rectly on the flames instead of
through the windows the fire
soon began to subside and had
been totally subdued before
eleven o'clock.

About five o'clock when the
flames burst through the third
story windows on Poindexter
street it looked as if the Bee
Hive building might be threat-

,ened. but the wind was blow-

ing in the opposite direction
and the threat never became
imminent.

This building was reganledl
ag one of the best in the city,,

and it stood on the principal

. |
business corner of the down-

town section. It was built in
1911 for a department store
and was recently purchased by
Savings Bank & Trust
Company for $45,000 and re-
modelled for a bank building,
the 8. R, Siff Company moving
up to the second story with an
arcade entrance on Poindex-
ter street. Except for this
entrance the entire first floor
was to be the home of the Say-
ings Bank & Trust Company.

The bank had originally ex-
pected to occupy its new quar-
ters by January 1, 1921, but'
the work was delayed and the
date had beem moved up to
about March 1st. The work of .
remodelling was practically
complete and the installing of
the bank’s fixtures and equip-
ment had begun. The Sgvings
Bank & Trust Company had
purchased modern equipment
of the highest order and had
purposed to make the bank’s
home one of the show places
in Elizabeth City and as well

~equipped a bank as could be

found in Eastern North Caro-

chase price they had spent up-
wards of $45,000 in remodel-
ling and equipping the build-
ing which when completed

Swould have cost upwarde of

$100,000.

The bank figures its loss at
fifty thousand dollars, covered
by insurance. The S, R. Siff
Company claim to have had a

ll-

the flames!

In addition to the pur-

stock worth upwards of thirty
thousand dollars

by insurance.

Disappointed at the delay in
getting into their new quar-
ters, officials of the Savings
Bank & Trust Company are
promptly adjusting themselves
to the situation and arranging
to let new contracts for putting
the building in order according
to the original plans. These
will be pressed to completion
|as rapidly as possible,

The fire was discovered
shortly after four o'clock by

Officer Seymore, who prompt-
ly turned in the alarm. The|
fire company's record shows
that the alarm was turned in
at 4:20, and they responded
with their usual

later. At this juncture a hose!
burst and the hydrant in front
of the Standard Pharmacy was
found to be out of order, caus-
ing a few moments delay. The
delay was not material,
ever, as the flames, originating
‘somewhere around the
vator shaft, had cut off ap-
proach to the second and third
stories and with hose directed

through the windows from the

ground it was impossible to
put out the fire until the roof
fell in,

Elizabeth City's fire equip-
ment was never used to better
advantage. The Virginia
pumped water directly from
the river at the foot of Main
street, the Betsy from Grandy's
,wharf and the Inez from ‘he
foot of Fearing street. Mem-
|bers of the fire company say
Ithat if they had had an aerial
truck so that they could have
fought the flames from an ele-
‘vation somewhere about the
| third story windows they could
‘have put out the fire before it
burned through the roof.
“‘Such a truck would cost in
ithe neighborhood of ten thou-
{sand dollars,” they say, “but
it would have paid for itself in
,thm one fire.,” City Manager
i Commander rejoins that the
loss from a fire does not fall on
Elizabeth City tax-payers.

Beyond the fact that the
flames seem to have originated
around the elevator shaft,
nothing is known as to the ori-
gin of the fire,

Notlee to the Members of
Elizabeth City Choral Saciety

On Tuesdny eovening, Jan. 251k
will have the orchestrs reheards with
the chorns. 1 am making this a per.
sonnl appenl to all of the membery
1o he present at  this  rohewrsa!
Knowing *ou will apprecinte the
necesulty o! attending the noxt two
rdmll llld (nelln; assured of

promptness, |
The first hose was turned in atl
the front door a few miuutes|lmh County and had Hy

how-|

ele-

« terment will be made In Hollywood,
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THIRD FIRE MONDAY

There's a sort of superstition
among firemen and others that one
big fire invariably means three fires
in succession, so Monday morning a!l
about ten o'clock, the fire company
was culled out to the home of Dr,
Cardwell, colored physiclan, on
Shepard street,

This fire followed so closely on
the heels of the big Siff fire that
‘most everybody said “‘there goes the
second fire. Wateh out for the
third.” I

And sure enough another alarm’
was turned In from Pool street be-|,
fore noon, pe

Both fires were soon extinguished
Monday morning, however, and the ,
damage was slight,

Another firemen's superstition fs .
that "“When the Chiet's away, there's ,
to pay." {

Announces President
Federation— Neither Yount
Nor Delaney Bill Meet Or-
ganized Labor’s Approval

NO HOPE AGREEMENT
ON GOOD ROADS LAW
Ralelgh, Jan. 24. (Speclal)—
With all hope of harmonizing
the divergent views of Governor
Morrison and the supporters of
the Clarkson good roads bill
* dissipated, leaders in. both
branches of the General As-
sembly today announced their
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|Aerial Mail Service
For New Zealand

an. 24—New Zealand
soon  inangurate an airplane
mall service modeled after that in

St‘u use by ihe United States Postoffice

Department, according to J. B. Mur-
phy, of Timarou, New Zealand, who
came here to see demonsirations of
various wireraft. The company with
which he is connected has signed a
contract to carrying the aerinl malls
in New Zeland, added Mr. Murphy,
Sightsesing over Mount Cook in
airplane nlso I8 contemplated, Mr.
Murphy said. Mount Cook is a

¢ major objective point for tourists in
* | that country.

BUYS i-IER.\IA.\' GOODS

Berlin, Jan. 6— (Correspondence
of the Associated Press) — Russia

* Intention of laying the measure * has given large orders for manufac-
Chiet FI |
the t:m:“ do;; aun‘:l '::c:::!:m::ﬁ: * before the legislators without '!lufml goods to Germany says Lhe
he was on his honeymoon something . TUrther delay, belleving that all *|lzvestia.  Included are 300,000
Sasthad to hapypen, .G, Broskett * differences might be seitled in ® ploughs, 760,000 electric lamps and
S« 30 5 n
has been on the job In Flora’s ab- , de(l;?:‘f:mnr Seseon’ won 8 :. 16,000 kilograms of {dotorm.
sence, huwever.liaud the company . i Ehi seclimtanrens io | s
a8 A0 (0H08 Uk WOTENIE (6 40 . that no ad valorem tax be levied * 1l](“.].BLE LYNCH[NG
customed efficlency and wim. * by the State to finance the road ©|
s it B AT WARRENTON
GEO w TWIDDY * Clarkson who said that all tac- *
gy * tions had agreed to climinate ¢
* i Er .
DIED LAST NIGHT : o, s for * sevesl 190 41 As Renut of Race Riot At Nor-
* ¢« 2 s s ¢ s s 4+ % & o linaSunday In Which Sever-

. |  Raleigh, Jan. 24.—Expecting dis-
Native of Pasquotank, Splen- :

did Citizen, and Good Busi-
ness Man—Funeral From
Home Tuesday Afternoon

eral  Assembly over the lwo pro-
posed workmen's compensation acts,
orgunized labor today announces Its
decision (o have both of the meas-
ures defeated,

George Washington Twiddy died

at 6:15 Sunday evening at his home  This announcement |s made here
on the corner of White and Greepn tday by W. F. Moody, prosident of
gtreets from lheart disonse, the State Féderition of Lubor, who
He was sixty-five yeirs of age and 50ys he has stndied hoth the De-
had been in failing Leslth Yor the Laney bill and the Young bill and
last few years. Aboul o month sgo lhas found them wanting In many
"t was selzed with o severe heart at- Partieular: Organized labor In
tack early one morning, but re- North  Caroling, says Prosident
cently had improved conslderanly, Moody, will have nothing to do wih
Friends and relatives replized, how- @ither measure except to  gecure
ever, that death might come almost thelr defeat i possible, and the
any day upton’s hend thinks this ocan be
Mr. Twiddy was born in Pasgquo- (done,
il In Blsn- The pHnouncement sent to the
W City for 38 venrs, He marrled State papers lhst week aligning the
3 Pauline Jackson of thizs uwnloniste hack of the Deluaney will
County and today would have been #nd I opposition to  the measute
the forty-third anuiversary of theipr drafted hy the commission ;||“u|’ﬁn:|-|i
| marriage. during the Blekett administration
He hgd heen enguesd In the gro- and Introduced by Representative
cery hnsiness ever v eoming heve, Young was before It became known
He was at  one th with W. 1. that the Stute Federation of Labor
Weatherly, but for muny years had had deseried the Mecklenburg sena-
| heen + propricior of his own re- tor The laborers  did  intend to
tall grocery store ded by two of urge support for the DeLaney bill,
hix sons. and his <tore  has been Saying thut it was thelr understund
known for its spotlessness and its g that it would be vastly different

Bigl suality of service from the commission's draft Now
Not only  did Mr. Twiddy holg they take the position that the mes-

high place in the business world, sures are well nigh one and the

but he was always Interested In Same.

community work, was well informed  Senator Delaney sald today that

and aiways ready to serve, secking While there was no radical differ-

ence In the proposed bills he bellay-
6d the bill he had drafted and intro-
dueced would be more satisfactory to
organized libhor than the Young
law,

“In drafting my bill,'" sajd Sen-
ator DeLapey, I did not atlempt to
nuduly diseriminate agalnst the em-
ployer nor to show partiality to the
vnaul‘n_\'ee.
happy
thit the bill would have some chance
of passing, However, (t's up to the
laboring men; If they don’t want 1o
give and take I fear that North Caro-
lina will not have any kind of work
men's compensation law during the
next twao yoirs"

Members of the House and Senate
express the opinlon that unless the
State Federntlon of Labor lends (s
support to one of the propesed billy
hoth  will be  defeated slnee, |t 13
pointed out, the leglsiation s In-
tended to provide relief for the man
who works with his hanls and. s in-
Jured while sp dolng. The sage pre-
dletion s that nelther bIN will pass
muster.

no honors for himself,

He was a falthful member of the
First Haptist church and a member
of its board of dencons, and in his
church work the same loyalty and
conscientiousness were constant]v ex-
empl.ned,

Mr. Twiddy was a man who mads
friends and kep! friends. He had
his own opinions and followed his
own conscienes but gave others the
same privilege. His efficient luhors
and his kindly spirit will be mlissed
not only hy his nearest relatives and
his closest personal friends, bhut by
all who knew him at his store, In
his church or elsewhere.

He {5 survived by his widow, Mrs,
Pauline Twiddy: by two daughters,!
Mrs. W. T. Deans and Miss Bernice
Twiddy., hoth of this city: by five
sons, Pat D. Twiddy, George A.
Twiddy, William €. Twiddy, Ray-
mond Twiddy and Calvin H., Twiddy,
all of this ehiy; by soven grandehll-
dren, all of this oityl and hy one
pister, Misgs Naney Twlddy, also of
this city

The funeral will be conducted
from the home Tuesday aflernoon at
8:80 by his pastor, Rev, H, K. Wil
llams, with Odd Fellows rites, 1In-

Busy Week Expected
Governor Morrison's Intention: of
golng before the
Wedhesday or Thursday to doliver

liis thxntion message which will have!

in indirect bearing upon road legls-
I.lt]nu Is taken

CALIFORNIAN  RESIGNS

FROM SHIPPING no.mu‘ 'he buslest &0 fa®.

At loggorheads with the program
[ the North Carolina Good Ronds 1ob-

Washinglon, Jan. 24—Chester hyists are adyooating the governor's
Rowell, of Callfofnia, resigned today | message In looked tor with mueh in-
as . member of the * now shlpp[nx|lerrnl ut  the eapital, The good
board, effective Immedintely. He' pands® 1obbyists are nalsting ihat wn
lenves the shipping hoard to hecome ad valorem tax be lovied to financo
g member of the Calitornin ruliroad | (he rond bullding  progeam  while
commission, Governor Morvison holds oul  that
( nh general property  tax be Jovied,

cussfon during the present week in'
one or both branches of the Qen-!

but 1 did try to strike a!
medium between the two so

Leglslature either|

u% the cue that the; agaln on dirt roads
| present week's sesslon will be one of| rlson (v oternally upm:nml to spend-

al Were Wounded and a
Number Imprisoned

ing of two negroes.
| The town was quiet today. A
company of home guards wag order-

ltttiint.t.

NO.20.

Spark From Workman's Chisel
Sets Fire to Oil Tank Car—-
Explosion Wrecks Houses
and Many People Injured

Memphis, Tenn., Jan. 24—
Possibly a score of persons
were killed and fifty or more
were injured as the result of
the explosion of a tank car of
gasoline here today, which set

'fire to a row of small dwellings

occupied mostly by negroes, a
number of whom are missing
and believed to have been

burned to death.

Early police estimates place the
number of dead as high as 26, while
hosplital reports indleate that at least
fifty were glven treatment for brok-
en limbs &nd other lajuries.

The cause of the explosion has not
been determined but fire department
officials belleve it was due to 4 fly-

Ing spatk from the chisel of 8 work-
man caulking a car,

The scene of the explosion was at
Malin street and Mill avenue, in the
conter of a densely populated part

'of the city and a short distance from
| the gas plant which was endangerad

Warrenton, Jan, 24 — Warenton by the fire which spread rapidly,
was the scene last night of the lynch-,

Twenly frame houses were liter-

"ally splintered by the exploslon and

ed out by Governor Morrison last
night when It was redllzed that
trouble wag brewing but this was!

too late to prevent the double lyneh-
ing.
duty and further trouble is not nn
tieipated,

The lynching was the enlmination
of several days Il feeling between
whites and negroes of Norlina,
miles from here,
climax Sunday In a
there In which fve whites
negroes ware wounded

Thirteen nogroes were arrested
and brought to Judl here, The wob
last night quickly overpowered the
Jafler, took Alfred and Plummer
Bullock, two of the prigsoners, a mile
outside of the town and riddled
them with bullets,

The spirit of unrest among the
negroes here today resulted In the
arrest of fve. The polles sald they
found many frearms In thelr pos-
session

* CHORY-BECKNALL

At the home of the bride's par-
ents. Mr. agd Mrs. L. W. Becknall,
on Beeth street, Sunday morning uat
9:30 the marriage of Miss HBannah
| Miae Bocknall and Mr. F. Evera!
Chory was solemnized in the pres-
ence of a few relautives and friends,
Rev, J. M., Orimond officlating. Im-
medistely after the ceremony the
bride and groom left on the morn-
ing traln on & northern trip, Afler
the first of February they will make
thelr hond In Ellzaheth City

The bride Is .4 very altractive
young woman with many friends In
the community. The groom Is the
son of Mr. and Mra, Frank Chory, on
Glade street, and 8 now linotype
operator for The Independent

pitehed  Dhattie
und three

IMPROVING AT HOSPITAL

Willle J, Saunders,
eon of W. J. Sautiders, of
ville, Bs tmproving a! Satah
fTospitnl In Norfolk after an operu-
tion for appendicitis, He was taken
to the hospltal list Tuesday

18-yenr-o0ld
Weoeks-

nor's plan ds. for State and Federal
Leonstruct!on with county mainten-
ance under rigld State Ingpection,
The Morrisonian plan {3 ftor 3.000
miles of hard surfaced roads, to he
Fgonstracted  from  county sept to
eotinty seat with money furnighed by
|the State’'s bonds Is as blg amount
ns is necossnry, The good roads as-
eoclation differs with the Governor
Goverpor Mor-

|ing a doliar of the Blute's money on
la sandeelyy or “mud” ronds. He
wants them all hard-surfaced,  The
goed roads associntion’s bill provides
for State wmalotennnes  of  several
thousand miles of dirt ronds,

An 10l in this eurrespondence for
ihe first thme the Governor in Belog
upposed In Biis rond ballding program
by the gond rouds orgonieation.  Un-
lesg all fnotlona unite on shme plan

: : B The Governor would ralse the money |t e fented (hat the Stee will not
FRIEND OF DE \:‘_l'_!"“-‘ g, | [TOM @ hoand Iseve, paying the fnters| oot (e klod of road contfrugiion
HAS  BEEN  ARRESTED oo with the aptomohile Heenses and | pverybody wants, As one wember

- pasoline tax

Belfast, Jan, 24—Rov, & A 1| Then the question of mainjenance
win, Preabyterinn  minister. whojseoms 0 be  pestering the life of
Apoke fn the Unlied  States  with | gvergbody, Thete are  thoss who
'num Do V’uhrn uiuf!ﬂtth ma u:lnk the Sia ihmlll b |

VS SN

el Tl

the Leglsiptnre oxpr It
“There are too muny pet (deus In
e hoads of the good roud

AT g 10 grronder i i

Lagh!

The home guards are still on ruehed 1o the

1

set on fire, while windows within a
radiusg of 15 Dblocks were broken,
Two or three negro workmen caulk-
Ing & ear were killed while a third
escaped without Injury.

Every ambulance in the city was
and  volunieer
rescue parties formed to ald the po-
Hee In removing the dead and In-
Jured.

The {lre was brought under con-

scene

four| tral before It had) spread beyond the
which reached Lhe

dwellings In the immediate vi felnlty
of the bhiast,

Ten bodles mutilated beyond rec-
penitlon  were  removed 4 Tew min-
utes after the explosion. While the
Intest police cstlmntes place the dead
at twoenty-five, it 14 believed, that the
namher will be larger when oheck
{8 made. The first bodles found were
four negro women amd one negro
maby, Other bodies were seattered
over the bloek. Many of the ity
Injured were seriously hurt. One of
the Iinjured was a negro boy unlden-
tiled who, after being blown into
the alr fell Into a nearby creek with
hoth legs broken

Early estimaites of property dam-
age indieatod ft would not  exceed
one hundred and Afty thowsand dol-
lars.

CONFERENCE 13
MOST IMPORTANT

Representatives of Nations
Now Divided In Opinions
~—Meet At Paris Today To
Settle Vital Questions

Paris, Jan. 24 — Representatives
of Great Britain, France, laly,
Belglum and  Japan  met here Lo-

day for a conference which seemed
second in Importance only (o that
preceding the slgning of the Versail-
lag ‘Treuty.

Thoe conference |8 expected to sel-
tIn reparations, the disarmament of
Germany, enforcement or alteration
of the treary with Turkey, rellef of
Austria, and the polieles to bhe pur-
aued In dealing with Russia.

All are questions on  which the
different partielpating nations are
more of less divided and the setile-
ment of which s viewod with muoh
coneern.

MANUFACTURER SAYS
PROHIBITION TO STAY

Liverposl, Jan, 7 — Lord Liver-
hulme, one of Groat Britathe't larg-

est manofacturers, told the Dally
Pout represontative on hls return
from a recont  vla't 1o the Unlted

States that "probibitlon  has  come
to stay—of that ¥ou may be cortaln.'
“The people are settiing down
ander 11, he continued “and 1 be
Hove that if put to the popular vole,
6 por cent of the elech mﬁ
support its continuntoe. «R"
not the stghtest  chinee
law ngalnst aleoholje - dr
aver bha repealed.”

follen; !
TW all want ihe same thing butb

||“ 1‘




