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Outlook At Last For
Settlement In Europe

Though Way May be Long and Hard, With Temporary Set-
hacks, Path to Peace Seems Now Reasonably Clear
and Not Impracticable of Passage

—

By FRRANK H. SIMONDS
Copyrizhted 1028 by MeClvre Newspaper Syndicate
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Wiashington, May the

thh sech time wius insuresd
CRUDtS 1wt th Geitrmin v b s thie i1 ol uny
Byl atticihvatiy ooscur P b i
some doubt as o hwmediate Gor- I, a8 was losistently arzucd by
munn policy, und while In additton the erities of Frauce, the French
we stll have to  desl  with the re- purpose was  not to take sanctions
sults of the French election, it none aman=t  payment  and  relingquish
the less seems possible pow to fore- them when payment was  proffered;

cast with reasonable aecuracy that
the Dawes plan for dealing with the
German reparations is nlmost cor-

IE it wns, under cover of the present
coercion, to bring about the disinte-
kration of  Germar the situation

thln to  he put into operation and was alwayvs I|-|||«iv.-x. because France
that any clash which can be expected | posessvd the strengeth, it she had
will come after the applieation and the will. She was in the Ruhr and

not before.

The decisive gesture, that gesture
which ut all times was bound 1o be
decisive, has come from the British
Prime Minister. The declaration of
Ramsey MacDonald to  his own
Welsh constituents that so fur from
seeking the isolation of France it
was the precise thing which he de-
sired to avold and  his appeal for
Anglo-French co-operation mark a
complete and floal break hetween
the Lloyd Georgian nnd so-called
“liberal™ school of thought and the
present Premier.

Underlying all  the eriticism of
France which has been In general
eirculation both In Great Britain and
in Amerfea, In all the years since
the Parls Conference, has heen the
double assumption that the French |
position was Inherently wrong and | whieh events had arrived when Mr.
that by some curlous process of 180-| \iaaponald, in his York address,
Intlon France could be subjected to seemed to indicate that Great Britain

the coerclon of the popular sentl-; would not consent 1o any prepar-
ment of the world at large and thus

on the Rhine, she had the troops, the
iwllles, everything needful, if that
were her purpose.

Rut the course of events since
publieation of the Dawes
has served pretty thoroughly to de-
molish the legend of a France refus-
ing reparations and sceking German
destruction,  The belief that Frauce
woulil reject the Dawes report was
destroyed by the prompt acceptance
of the report by Polncare, But
there
stituting for the French guarantee,
econsisting of French possession of the
Rubr Industries, actual German
control and operation, without de-
priving France of some method of
prommt redress If Germany should
agaln break faith.

MacDonald Shows His Hand

That was the precise point at

tion in advance agalnst German de-
brought to heel. tfanlt.  This speech was interpreted
This was the last phase of Britlsh!in Parls as meaning that Britain

foreign policy under Lloyd George would Insist t
and it went down to final disaster at' be assumed and French {ransfer of
Genos, two yeurs ago, when the actual posession of German Indus-
British Prime Minister discovered | tries In the Ruhr should take place
that, so far from achieving the {so- without any ngreement in advance
latlon of France, the combination of between the Allles as to  the stops
his avowed polley and the sudden | which would follow new German
publication of the German-Russlan | evasion. :
treaty at Rapallo had consolidated ! The York sapeech  seemed to
around France the smaller Central bring all the fat into the fire again.
European states, notably Poland, Dut its evil effects were promptly
Czecho-Slovakia and Rumania. lessened by assurances sent to Paris
Where George Met Defeat by Macdonald that while Britain did
Genoa represented something like not wish to do anything 10 suggest
an open break between France and a formal challenge of German good
Great Britain and the consequences fulth in advance, she was prepared
were disclosed when Turkey, in part to act and act energetically if Ger-
through Freneclr and Italian encour-, many should default, This speech
agement, suceeeded in breaking the | was followed very closely by that in
milltary strength of the Greek forees Wales, which 1 have already cited.
In Asla Minor and eame back to the Taken together with the conversa-
Straits with a victorlous and Intran-|tions which attended the visit of the
sigeant army. The Lloyd George Belglan Premior to Chequers, |t
policy having led Britain to the edge would seem quite clear that we are
of a new war In which she was n[.l'.lml mennced by  any  uew confllet
most certain to find herself alone,|between two wholly irreconcilable

hat German good falth

Its author was averthrown and the | policles but  simply that there Is
Bonar Law Tory Cabinet succeeded Koning on a pretty open and frank
the Lloyd George Coalition. |feeling-out of positlons, and that

Hard on this eame the oeccupa-| MacDonald has not the smallest In-

tlon of the Ruhr, which was an in- tention of undertaking to imposa
evitable consequence of the diver- Britiah  views without regard to
Eenco of British and French policy | French,

and of the French resentment at! Of course, when all Is said and

Lloyd George methods. Bonar Law, 10ne. the most Important cards re-
himself a dying man, had striven to, main In French hands. They do
prevent the occupation, but failing hold the Ruhr and they are explolt-
saw quite clearly that short of a wari "8 the coal and rallway systems,
with France, which was unthink- Moreover, they maintain garrisons
able, nothing could be done to pro-!8ll through the Ruhr and the Dawes
cure Fronch evacuation, Britain | report did  not suggest the with-
merely stood aside, declined to par- A™awnl of these, although it aid in-
Helpate and In the due course of #I8t upon the return to Germany of
time challenged the legality of the Control of the economiec Instruments
occupation, tof production.  If French purpose

Baldwin succeeded (o Donar Law, | Were then to destroy Germany, she
Curzon in the Foreign office strove|C0Uld still carry out that purpose
earnestly to get Germany to make 804 Justify it by the refusal of the
proper peace proposals, but falled.|Allles to give her adequate protec-
And the Ruhr War continued until, ton.

It ended through the collapse of  Put, desplte the commotion to
Germany, after It had wrecked Ler the contrary, the best judges of
currency and shaken her economlie|French public opinion at the mo-
machine in the hopeless practice of MeNt AgTes that the mass of French-
passiva resistance. Filoally Ger. M0 Are very eager to dispose of the
many #as forced to surrender “n_.wlmlt.- burden of economle exploita-
conditionally.  Meantime the visit o0 of the Ruhr and that thelr sin-
of Stanley Baldwin to Polnears in|%!® €oncern Is to dispose of this bur-
Parls had for a moment suggested S°0 I such fashion as to Insure that
an Improvement of Franco-Britigh 'M®¥ #hall get the reparations,
relations, but the hope had come to ™ PUTSUit of which they originally
nothing. marched  Into  the

Then Baldwin went to defeat over| mORths ago. . .
the tarilf proposal and the genersl 1 The French Position
election which followed hls appeat|, M then, the French do not desire
to the country suddenly took the! :-I:llny In the Rubr and are not
control of foreign affairs out of the pre” % the ruln of Germany, but
hands of the Torles, who had heen .o Pt insistent that they  shail
divided between friendliness wity |"0! D@ turned out of the Ruhr with-
France and opposition to the whole UMt 8deauate guarantees of support
French program, Like all the unm:n" (']1;;|nnnr defaults again wilfully;
heirs of Lloyd George, Ramsey Mac- | i 'h," Britlsh  recognize quite
Donald Inheritéd a gravely compro- | AF!¥ that the French cannot be
mised situation.

When Outlook Was Dark
Measured by the past record of
the Labor Party and even judged by
some of his own statements, Mue-
Donald seemed bound almost at oneo
to antagonize the Fronch, A duel
between Polncare and  MaeDonnald.
even flercer than that which had
ended In the fall of Lloyd George,
seemed Inescapable, But no sooner
had he taken office than MacDonald
turned not to  Berlin but to Parls
and began that series of gostures
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i France will not  withdenw
troopa That is underatood,
Dawes report conld not and did not
deal with thia  question. But  the
mere presence of the troops need not
Interfere with German exploltation of
her own resouress, as the German
oceupation of Eastern  France woll
demonsirated nftor 1871 On th-
other hand nothing In possible unleas
France does agree to surrender eco-
nomie eontrol, And  as the sitya-

gultl=|tfoff 8tund®, the bargaining promises

t tact about the MacDonald pol- all_to t;"0 Around this polnt,

80 far, was and s the rocogni-|  You muse ¢ then, what a eonl.
on the part of the Labor Prime pliented series o, "eKotlations are to
ter of the fact that France romo now: negotls''OD%  between
not be coerced and dld oc-|Great Britaln and Franes *Aich must
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= aarped out by foree or by haford anything ean
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BHe tprlaog
International  Loans  Wanted

Both France amd Germany  want

internntional loans World finance
fand particalarls ican capical Is
| pres v at the pre
moment when t litical obstacles
fean be removed But it is slmost
laxiomatic that no Amereican or
{other money wiil be available for
! France or Germany  until the pro-
|posals of the Dawes Report have
| been accepted  and  translated into
fact. Obviously then, Prance, Ger-
many, Britain and Belgium have
large immediate stakes in the resto-
ration of something like order in
the situwatlon. What remalns the
single danger peint is that there are
limits beyond which no country can
ar will make concessions even to in-
sure settlement,

France needs money desperately,
but she will not, merely for small
loans now—comparatively small—
Jepoardize her whole future prospect
of collecting reparations and into the
bargain expose herself to a new at-
tack from a Germany economically
restored and politieally and militay-
ily dangerous. Britain, by contrast,
will eertainly not go beyond a fixed
point in giving assurances to France.
As for Germany, she will do nothing

ise

taln agreeing In demanding her per-
formance.

The hope In the sitoatlon lles in
the fact that we are getting much
nearer to reallties than ever before.

sclf by her policy of evasion and the
ruin would be complete if her rejec-
tion brought, as it {nevitably would,
a recurrence of the chaos which
followed the protracted struggle
over the Ruhr, There must be a
point at which Germany would pre-|
fer payment to suiclde. Perhaps
the Dawes report marks that point. |
France has gone through {llumina- |
ting experiences of her own. The
erisis over the franc was signifi-
cant, Her occupation of the Ruhr
has, doubtless, contributed o bring- |
ing about the situation which exists.
General Dawes himself endorsed it
as an essentinl step toward the end!
which has now been reached.
France reallzes that she cannot
lect reparations by the hayonet
best she can do is to procure a
state of mind which might lead to

payment, provided the bayonets were)
sheathed.

All Are Wiser

A8 for the Hritish, it would seem
that they have discovered that they
eannot alone or with any available !
help impose their views upon the
French, They would seem also to
have dizcovered that some sort of
Franco-Aritish understanding is the
easential prellminary step to any Eu-
ropean adjustment. The question
of how much Germany can pay an-
nually has been fixed, the conditions
under which her finances and cur-
rency can he reestablished have heen
lald down, but underlying all else is
the inescapable fact that there must
be French, British, German, even

Ameriecan cooperation—even though

]
1

I8 to happen of use to the world,

Desplte  superfielnl - evidences to
the contrary in the German election,
then, 1 believe that all European in-
dications now combine to encourage
the bellef that before the summer Is
over and as a consequence of long,
laborious and probably temporarily
depreasing conditions, the Dawes re-
port will result in some actual
agreement and by the end of the
year It will be actually in operation.
And [ confess 1 belleve this quite as
much because of the signs and symp-
toms which I saw personally In En-
rope as because of new clreum-
|stances and new officlal attitudes,

My convietion Is  that Europe,
speaking generally, wants pence,
Russla an & disturbing elemeont In
out of the questlon for some time,
Germany 1s potentlally n danger and
It 18 manifest that the process of
cooling off has gone a much shorter
| Matance there than anywhere else In
Weatern Europe,
report wns made, the statesmen of
European eountries were more con-
cerned with the dangers inoldent to
surrendering things which were de-
| manded by thelr publies than with
| bearing the responsibility for post-
| poning or even preventing adjust-
ment, This was because (he pub-
I Hes were, speaking renerally, far
| more Inslstent upon thie rights than
| they were convineed of the need of
| naerifice and compromise,

The famillar pictures of wicked
|ntatosmen- lending  innocent and
peace loving peoples astriy seoms to
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Sweet Thoughts for

MOTHERS' DAY

When It comes to description—the word sweetness expresses
your feeling toward Mother. Delightful sweetness is the term
applied to our Hollingsworth and Norris Candy for Mothers'

port program, but he ix not woing to! & Day.
¢t it for nothing. Il Is poing tol ;
get Germany Into the Leaguo of Na-|T STANDARD P
tions and he is going, ineafar as hl“]’ .
can, to transform the Leea: into a
real {oree in European aflfulrs. Hut!é PHONE 111
along the way he will have to dis-| Sy OO oo Do ol P e o
cuss inter-allied debts, Anglo-Frene4 | R T e e R R RS R
relations In case of new German at- B o B W A AP P AP AP APy

tacks upon France and a whole va-
rlety of other questions. None ot
‘these questions Is new, but up mi
date it has never been possible to
| discuss any one of them usefully, he-
,cause of the state of mind in the
several countries.

a sense MacDonald may now
imself in something of the po-
occupied by Woodrow Wilson
ris. All things consgidered, hn
Ihas today the confidence of Europe
Ito an extent enjoyed by no man since
|Mr., Wilson. He has a great advan-
‘tage over Mr. Wilson, due to the
fact that he has spent practically all
his mature life in Parliament and
in the cloest sort of personal rela-
tions with men and affalrs, and with
|Continental as well as Britlsn
| groups.

In all the months eince he took ov-
‘er the conduct of foreign affairs fror
Viscount Curzon at a moment when
British prestige was at the lowest
point in modern times, he has made
no serlous mistake, and he has ac-
complished much, It is due to his
course that the Dawes report Is now
to be discussed in an atmosphere to-
tally different from that which has
prevailed In all the recent interna-
tional gatherings, not excepting the
Washington Conference. Maoreover,
his formal and publie repudiation of
a policy secking the isolatlon of

|
‘find h
'sition
iat Pa

Whether the Dawes report will
work when put Into operation, what |
the ultimate eonsequences may be of
what is confessedly the hugest inter-!
national economle experiment in hu-
man history, these are problems fo.
the future, But now I feel certaln
that it will be put Into operation,
following substantial Franco-British
agrecment, and that European skles
will become eclearer and elearer In
the next few months, Meantime it
would be hard to exaggerate the Im-
portance of European events ani
news In the period which will be cov-
ered by the Ameriean domestie poll-
tieal campalgn,
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