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Washington, May 24 Now o that
the surprise over the Freneh eleetion
returns has passed away v ls both
possible and perhaps useful to exam
fne this onmazing  phenomenon ot
cloge range, 1L cannot, however, b
studled by Dscolf, for B0 wis unmiss
takably the result of thiy wihileh
In part took place outalde of FPranes,
notably the grelval of o Labor Gove-
ernment In Great eitado and the ap
pearance of o Dinwes renort in Paris

Five and o Lhall yvin s the
World War having ecome to ts ond
rather abruptly, mwen and wemen in
many o« Leles woere discussing the
future in terms of the past, which
had been well nish intolerable, Mr.
Wilson's famous phrase about “mak
ing the world safe for demoeracy®
was on many millions of tongues nnd
pi'D[ﬂl‘ ol most natlons were hoplng
and belleving that the peaece which
was to be made would be a peace
which wonld reglster the triumph of
democratic ldens and open the way
to a world domluated by libkral cou-
ceptions.

The thing did not turn on
ple hoped and belloved
the great demuoe

racles of
Including our own, wire sv
wave of reaction Fhe:  parlic ut
elected In Drltaln, Immediately afier
the Armistice in Docomlbey, 1518
that chosen In Franee after the mak-
ing of the Treaty of Versallles In
1919 and finally the Congr and
the Presldent chosen In the United
States In 1920 roprosented conser-
vatlve and, so far as Purope  was

concerned, reactionary prineiples.
It s patent thot events in Russia
materfally contributed to the charae-

ter of the governments chosen o
western nations and even more to
: the policles pursued by western de-
[ “mocracles for the first years of peace,

The men who dominated In Franee
and In Great Rritain were men whao
had lttle real sympathy or oveir pii-
tience with the ideas Mr. Wilson had
champloned and the Russian peril
gave point to thelr apprehenslons,
Aslde from [Itussia the first na-
tions to “go" democratie or perhaps
more exactly radleal were Germany
and Italy. How far the German
change was real, how far a delibor-
ate effort to decclve the conqueror,
and invite easier terms s a matter
for debate. Certainly the reality fell
short of the appearance. At the out-
set only Italy seemed to have gone
the whole distance and to have In-
vited Soclalism in a form which had
direct Inspiration from Moscow.
Reaction Follows IRadicalism
Then, by an odd coincidence, at |
least, the countries which had gone
radical began to: turn conservative,
We saw the coming of Musolini with
his Facismo, seizing power by some-

e land Freneh quarrellin

the top DBut all things econsidered
he b8 a moderate, vastly more mod- |
erate than the Chamber of Deputies

whieh for a time sustained him, far
moderate thun Polueare, who
presently overturned hing,

Briand fell because
peape ad a whole and the  Freneh
Chamber in particular felt  that
!_I.!rl_\-i George was steadily depriving
Frunee of the frults of her glzantic
suerifiee and playiog o German giame
|in.';|in-it her. It beeame the settied
jeonviction of the Preneh Chamber
| that only Toincare could cope with
| Lloyd George. finully 'olncare
| was ealled and his rule endurcd as
tong as the life of the sitting cham-
| ber itself.

the French

2o

Poinenre proved ahble to cope with
Liuyvd 'se and less than a year
nlter he came to power Llovd George
fell, largely beepuse of the skillful

| manocuvering of Poineare. The fall
wus u good things the world be-
« as long Grorge
mained in Downing Strect all ehanee

ATETE -

of Franco-Diritish fricudship was at
in end,  But when Poinecars came
| the Germans, encouraged by British

had refusod

o continus r payments
and the oceopation of the Rubhr hind
boeeome nevitah

The oceapmti of the Ruhr, how-
EVEr, P 1 ment J 1 Britain
from Franee, w Poinreare Fit=
| mained Prime Minister.  British hos-
[ttty to oloeare promptly took on
|the natlonal charaeter that Freneh
hostility to Llovd had long
had.  But It was bl that
Franee should dismiss Polneare

while the Ruhr eanflict was going on,
or while Freneh convietion continued
that Dritish statesmanship was en-
gaged In depriving Franee of her le
gitimate vights under the Treaty of
Versallles, All Franee, speaking gen-
crally, bhoeked the occupation of the
HRuhr and was thus committed to
Polnenre.

MacDonald's Rise to Power
When, however,. British power
passied to Ramsay MacDonald a new
gltuation arose, Dritain had defin-
tely  “gone'  liberal, radieal, or
whichever you may please to eall it.
In any way it had broken with the
war and the war poley, It had chosen
n pacifist as Premler and thls pae-
ifist was in turn committed to a pol-
fey of pacifieation. On the other
hand he disclosed the fact that he
was anlmated by no hostility to
Franee, that he was honest, stralght-
forward and simple, Before he had
been In office many weeks he had a
good presa in Paris and was popu-
lar In France as Lloyd George had
not been sinee the end of the war.
Meantime all France was suffering
unmistakably from the fact that the

:
'
r

‘s thing eclosely approximating a revo
lution but a revolution made by the
right, by the conservatives and fin-
ally legalized by the still recent Ilul—'

election. Then we saw the drift
to right In Germany moving steadily
and impressively until it culminated
In the recent eclectlon, which was a
transformation the extent of which
remains difficult to measure but the
direction of which was and s pat-
ent.
Meantlme. in  England Lloyd

- Qeorge, malnly supported by Torles,
ruled for four years. Little by little

.~ he lost the support of the Liberals,

that of Labor was lost from the start.

~ In the end he becime solely the erea-
~ture not merely of the Torles, but

. of Tory principles, although in his

~ own heart he wns always hoping for
a chance to form a middle, moderate

© party drawing from Liberal and
Y.
: In  the end this asapiration

 wreeked him. Falllng abroad he was
overthrown at home by the more
eonservative wing of the Tory party
which rejolced In the significant
. mame of ‘“‘Die-hard.” Then power
5 to Bonar Law, who had been
& titular leader of the old Tory
y, from him It devolved upon
e ley Daldwin, also a “die-hard”
b while the Forelgn Office and Forelgn
d passed to the control of Vis-
= pount Curzon, of the same Tory tra-
i n.
§ Thus, beginning with the “Khakl
& Eleotion” of December 1918 and
v . ng right down to the general
“election of last autumn, a period of
Y years, reaction dominated in
t Britain and, following the
Law election late In 1922, it
: 0l has been absolute.
~ The situation in France was meas-
bly different., Clemenceau WwWas
& radieal, but In the last analysis he
Clemenceau and he dominated
virtue of the fact that he was
nenceau. When he retired, after
Treaty of Versallles, he was de-
the Presidency because he had
fused to follow the adviee of Foch
Polneare In making the treaty
@; that Ix, to put It slmply,
! d listened to Lloyd George and
Woodrow Wilson rather than to
. Frenchmen of the Polncare and Foch

Why Briand Fell
: an French Parlinment, chos-
Wi ;O. was A réactiopary par-
t comparable in the main to
osen In England In the Khakl
some months earlier. It wan
ent committed to maintaining
nee the fruits of the vietory,
as remaloed after the
of Versallles. It bogan with
Cabinet, but Millerand
- after became President of the
lo. Then eame a Leygues
which was but a makeshift,

d.
is by politieal habit a
He started as
the extreme type, as

list of
“Béeh tarcHl M yr

A tal
e he has been climbing to
= — -
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world, speaking gencrally had come
to regard Polneare as a militarist,
and France as a reactionary country
glven over to a policy of revenge and
determined to destroy Germany us-
ing the Trenty of Versailles as a
weapon and the ocoupation of the
Ruhr as an opportunity, Polneare
beeame ps a world figure more sinls-

ter than Bismarck, himseif.
All of this was Inexact to the point
of the grotesque, but never-the-less

France suffered for it and felt it,
Morcover Poineare showed himself
Increasingly rigld and obstinate and
made grave blunders on  domestie
polley which were only atoned for by
the faet that in the feld of foreign
affalrs he still expressed the will of
France, albelt with a degree of pro-
vogation whieh gave seeming confir-
mation to the forelgn estimate of
him. Moreover, and the fact is of
utmost  slgnificance, France wis
steadlly becoming more and more
anxlous for peace, that I8 for a set-
tlement,

It was the Dawes Commission, for
which Poincare was malnly respons-
ible, which in the end wrecked the
Lorrainer. As long as the case
seomed to Fronchmen to be one of
supporting the French elaim against
a world which sought to deprive
Franee of her rights, of security and

and  France fall into defenseless, prehension Frenchmen looked at the
 bankruptey, France, all parties, or prejudice and even worse against
enough of the members of cach par-'1* are jn both Dritain and Ger-

ty., stood by Poincare

But the Dawes report for the first Frunce had turned to Poincare in
|time gave the French finanelal 1922 as she had turned to Clemen-
clalms and Freneh reparntion rights es in 1917, not because of any
1 satisfactory International founda- popularity—neither man enjoyed
tion on the cconomiec side It de- popularity in the ordinary sense of
clared that Germany could pay large- the word, save as Clemenceau won
!I'-' and provided woys and means for It with the war and for a moment—

wany.

|
willing to let Germany go ltot-fr----:mu.-'l become evident with what ap-
f

| the payment. The debate over the but beeause in each  case  these |
|ability  of Germany  wis  ended. svemed the necessary men. But in
Freneh elulmsy ndicated npot In a'oys se osedujog poddodp sys pus oyl
polittenl court but in a conferenee of hud denled Clemenecau the presi-
ceouotnle experts. Polneare had sald deney  beecause the neeessity had

Gurmany could pay, he had held his passed and the assot had becote a
| kround In the face of all the argu- Hability,

| ments. that Gormany was  bankrupt The Frenchman would say, 1 be-
and reparations a fiement of the lm='fjove, that Clemenecan had won the
axination But  when the Dawes war and therefore deserved well of

Committes had vindicated the Polo-|(he republic despite of his later fall-
clalm, then the

At last the woment had arrived Rublir, had saved Franee's rights both
when the French could dispense with  to reparation and to security. But
the strong man, neevssary to defend he would say also, that since Poin-
their richts; but  whose  strepgth, [ciare had come to appear as militar-
unfortunately arvoused British and | ist whatever that might be, that
“ven American eritielem and roused sinee he had become a symbol of
Germun reactlon o the war piteh. | trouble, an apparent barrier to Eur-
P'oincare could not get aloag with (opean penee, and since, in any event
Irritain, or more exactly Dritain bis task was done, It was time to
could not got on with PPolneare, but!choose other men to nezotinte with

hore In the Dawes report was a basls | both Dritain and Germany.

eeonomie co-operation between "
France and Germany wag essential to !
Franee—as  to  CGermany—and ll‘
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Astounding

Reductions

Bed Room And Dining
Room Suites

- O% to O%

Off on the finer suites of both Bed
Room and Dining Room Furniture for

10 DAYS ONLY
M.G.Morrisette &Co

THE MAIN STREET FURNITURE STORE.
ELIZABETH CITY, NORTH CAROLINA

CHECKERBERRY (£

CHEWING GUM _’/a
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Yhere Purity lce Is Made

YELLOW WAGONS.

This is the plant on the Weeksville Road where the ice made from
well water is manufactured. Purity ice may be melted and used for drink-
ing purposes as it is clean, pure and healthful.
Try PURITY ICE once and you will be satisfi
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ed. Wateh for one of these

PHONE 72 OR 403.
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FREE.C real usefulness 'yres. He would in the same way |
ot I"'oineare had terminated, say that Poineare, by overturning
Why Polocare Fell | Lloyd George and by oceupying the

of co-operantion between the two Now, if Franee had been at heart

countris with a satisfactory prom- milita as has been so often al-

Is¢ of the substantlal pavment by  lezed, she would not have turned !

Gormany of 1l necessary repari- away from Polnenre at thls mowment.,

tions= What slmpler then than te On ot surfnes i was as wild an ex-

drop Polneare as Clemenecau had, In perh ¢ un tl Uritleh  choles  of

fact been dropped? MoaeD inald o ghort months be-
Poear o mind  that the mass  of for ut in reality both countrivs

Frenehoen during the perlod of the { ‘ontinucd on *age Three)

break hetween  Great  Britnln and | e—— — .

France  had made up thely minds

thaot Franee must In the end work ! ‘W:-,

with Britain or get nothing, Pear f

In mind also that a surprising Illnu--l el

ber of Frenchmen had come to rh--|

conclusion that at least a basls of | B

Courageous, Efficient
---Honest

The record of MILES W. FEREBEE

in the North Carolina Senate and as

City Councilman is proof of his integri-
ty, honesty and efficiency as a public

official,

VOTE FOR

Miles W. Ferebee
FOR SHERIFF
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ALKRAMA Today
EDMUND COBB

Il —

“Devil Gorge”

Also Harold Miller in
“WAY OF A MAN.”
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Better Delivery S

We have put on an automoolls dellvery
Sure you that In the future your garments
you in the best possible_condition in all
they will be protected from the rain A w
:!‘irl. Give us a trial and be convinced.

Rain or Shine We Dellver on Time,"

e

ervice

truck and ean as-
will be dellvered to
kinda of weather;
ell an the dust and
Our slogan will oe:
PFHONE 280,

Cooper Cleaning Works

SOODODO Dbt ra s sa s
Bl i B B e e s

THE_OLD HOME TOWN
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