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IS RUSSIA PLANNING NEW WAR?

By FRANK H. SIMONDS

Copyright, 1024 by McClure Newspaper Syndicate

Washintgon, Juse -7—While world
attention has been wery largely con-
centrated vpon the internal political
situations In Germany and France in
recent days, the cable has continued
to carry warniogs of danger along
the southwestern frontler of Sovlet'
Russin and to indieate the possibility
of war in this reltively little known
corner of Ewrope. - Is Russia plan-
ning a mew war.and will she make
the Utle to Bessarabia the pretext
for a new atlesmpt to disturb the
peace of  Europe? There are the
questions whieh are now belng asked
anxiously ja more than one capital.

The problem ef Bessarabia ia at
one time the slmplest and one of the
most vexatious ef the post-bellum
questions, It is Im reality, of course,
only one phase eof the sternal East-
“ra question, of the troubles due to
the Russian aspiration to aequire
Constantinople and thus access to
the open aea. If one is to measure
the truth by the minatory tone and
frequent gestures of Moscow, It Is
falr to assume that Russia of the
Bolshevists is hastenlng to set her
feet in the pathway so often trod by
the Romanoffs.

Rumania acquired Bessarabla as a
result of the World War, The actuall
union was accomplished through the
ratification of the provinelal counell
by an overwhelming majority. Ac-
tually Bessarabla was once a portion
of the provinee of Moldavia, the
_western half of which was included
Wwithin the frontiers of TRumania
when that state was created In 1859,
Of Its three milllon inhabitants be-
tween half and three quarters are of
the Rumanian race and speak the
Rumanian tongue. The minority,
moreover, represents a mixture of
many races, Slave, Turks, Tartars,
Bulgarians and even a considerable
number of Germans, along with a
large sprinkling of Jews, Kishinev,
the ecapital, was the scene of one of
the most terrible Russian pogroms
early in the present eentury, one con-
sequence of which was a large mi-
gratlon of the Jewish survivors to
America.

History, the will of the majority
of the people, geographical and stra-
.tegle considerations, all combine to
Justity the present possession of this
provinee by the Rumanlans,

The Russian claim, by contrast, is
founded upon annexation following
war and at the expense of the Turk
in 1812, Almost half a century later
three counties, near the mouth of the
Danube, were retroceded by Russia
In 1854, following the Crimean War.
Two deeades later Russia regained
these counties following her war with
Turkey, which was liquidated at the
Congress of Derlin.

This return of these counties was
a particularly odious eplsode for in
the Turkish War the Russians before
Plevan had been saved by the aid
and devotion of the Rumanilan army
and in return the benefactors were
plundered of Rumanian lands. 1In
part to compensate for this spolia-
tion, half of the Dobrudja was as-
signed to Rumania. This gave her
an outlet on the Black Sea but it
also led to the feud with Bulgaria,
a feud which has had evil conse-
quences for both the Bulgarians and
the Rumanians,

‘For the Bulgarians, the lnss of the
Dobrudja was so bitter an injury
that they continued to plan revenge.
Rumania, In her turn, disturbed by
Bulgarian threats, took advantage of
Bulgaria’s misfortunes in the second
Balkan War, when Bulgaria was at
war with Greece and Serbia and alsn
was invaded by Turkey. A Ruman-
fan army moved south In Bulgaria
and approached Sofia, while the Bul-
garlan armies were fighting the
Greeks and Serbs In Macedonia and
Thrace. Already defeated, the Bul-
garlans were compelled to yleld anl
the Treaty of Bucharest deprived
them not merely of more of the Dao-
brudja but also of Macedonia and
Thrace, while the Turks retook Ad-
rianople,

Two yenrs later, when Rumanla
was Invaded by German and Aus-
trian armies Bulgaria had her re-
venge and Bulgarian armles, togeth-
er with Turkish, invaded and econ-
. quered the Dobrudja, which was ce-
ded to Bulgaria under the terms of
the short-lived treaty which followed
the German occupation of Bucharest,
and the Rumanian surrender, due In
turn to the Russinn collapse. But
under this same settlement Rumania
was permitted with German and
Austrian consent to take Bessarabia.

When Austria collapsed and CGer-
many surrendered, a year later, Ru-
mania, backed hy the Allles, re-oe-
cupled the Dubrndja and regalned
both portions, that which she had ae-
quired in 1878 and that taken In
1913, while she also retalned Beas-
arabla; and this latter provinee pres-
ently through its loeal parliament
gave emphatie approval to the unlon
with Rumania. But meantime a nov-
ol quarrel had arlsen with Soviet
Ruaaia.

This quarrel had ita origin In the
fact that following the disastrous
campaign of 1916, when the Ruma-
nian armles were bheaten and driven
oit of most of their country, ths gold
reserves of Rumania had been moved
from Rucharest to Russian territory
and, after the Russian Revolution,
fell Into the hands of the Bolshe-

. Onee she had got clear of her
German and Austrian foes, Rumania
turned to Russla and demanded the
return of her gold. Rut the Soviet
Government met this demand by a
counter demnnd for the return of the
provinee of Besaarabia and for five
years the dispute has contlnned.

At times It has seemed that the
Russian demand for the return of tho
lost provines was little more than a
way If arriving at a final settlement
baged upon the surrender by Rus.
sla of her clalm npon Bessarabla and
a rﬂluqnhhn;m by m:nu of her
elaim upon her vanish gold re-
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mania to Parls and London was gen-
erally Interpreted as having been em-
ployed, if not designed, to offer the
opportunity for an appeal to the two
governments to support a wartime
ally; threatened again.
That Rumania did get the promise
and perbapa the actual contribution
of war material from Fraoce has
been duly stated In the press, this
material,, of course, covered by a
loan. The Rumanian army was re-
organized during the war by Freach
offlcers, General Berthelot among
them. Tehre have, {00, besn rumors
of an aliiauce between France and
Rumania, on the lines of the Franco-
Polish agreement, but this has not
besn announced.
I dwell upon this Rumanian af-
fair now, because In its various cir-
cumstances it Is an admirable Illus-
tration of-the real difficulties in the
European situation., Thus, if there
should be a war between Rumanis
and Russia now, the complications
might be almost innumerable. Aside
from the possibility that France
might be Involved, which s less like-
Iy under the new Ministry than the
outgoing, such a struggle would In-
stantly coneern Poland, would have
timmediate significance for Czecho-
Slovakia and might have repercus-
slons In both Hungary and Bulgaria.
Poland would at once be con-
cerned because she has an allianece |
with Rumania, based upon the possi-
bility of a Russian attack upon eith-
er. Thus If Rumania were attacked
by Russin, it would be the duty of
Poland to go to her assistance. In
theory this would also be the duty
of all of the nations which compose
the League of Natlons, but since th=|
Pollsh experience with Russia, sev-|
eral years ago, nelther Poland nor
Rumania can hope for much from
the League members with the pos-
sible exception of France.
Czecho-Slovakia and Yuyo-Slavia
would not be bound to support Ru-
mania against Russia, although all
three are members of the Little En-
tente, but if Hugary attacked Ru-
mania, or if Bulgarin assailed the
Rumaniangs, then both these Slav
states would, under the terms of the
Little Entente arrangement, be
bound to aect against Hungary and |
Bulgaria. Recent dispatches have
suggested that Yugo-Slavia might!
consent to include Russian ageres-|
slon among the reasons for standing
by Rumania in war. |
Hungary and Bulgarin would be
Inelined to take advantage of a Rus-
slan  Invasion of Bessarabia to
strike Rumania in the rear, because
Hungary is determined to  recover

arabia, while between TMumania and
the Dobrudja, which has already pro-
voked two wars.
and the Banat, as in Bessarabla, the
manian element constitutes not only
but outnumbers

one.  In the southern half of
Dobrudja, on the other hand, thao

vast majority of the population i=|
Numanian, or, more exactly, the I!n--l

more than half the total population, |
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subsequently meized by the Lithuan- P. n. Cann Memorial
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is playing a lone hand, she has quar-
relled with all the western powers
and most recently with Germany. Tet
Russia's enemies, Poland and Ru-
mania, are directly or indirectly Ger-
many's foes; Poland direetly and
Rumanta Indirectly, because Hun-
gary and Germany would inevitably
make a eommon eause and Rumania
is the deadly foe of the Magyars.
Now locklng at this situation from
the broader point of view, how can

the League of Natloms operate to
preserve peace? Russia (s not a
member, nor Is Germany. Therefora

the Leéague has no control whatever
over elther, and Russia, at least, s
not amenable to the thing which Is
called world sentiment. 1f Rusala
attacks"Rumania the League can de-
nounce the attack, It cam demand
that it stop, it can appeal to the oth-
er natlons to take up arms or to boy-
cott Russia, but that {s the sum and
substance of its powers,

For myself I do not®believe that
the Russians mean to attack Jjust
now, they are more Interested in get-
ting recognition and loans than in
engaging In hostilities at this mo-
ment, but the very earnestness and
emphasis with which they press their
Bessarablan elaims suggesta that
they are keeping the future open.
Moreover, If Russia ever does re-
sume the march upon Constantino-
ple, her pathway lies aecross Rumania
and Dessarabia Is the first provinee
she will Invade,

Russia, too, c¢lings to her claim
upon Constantinople. It was prom-
Iged to her as reward for her parti-
cipation in the war., Even the Bri-
tish, through Sir Edward Grey, ns-
sented to Russian possession of the
agelon gobjective of the Czars. Did
the Russinn title, thus witnessed
and approved, lapse because Russia
after glgantle efforts and colossal
sacrifices finally eollapsed into revo-

| lutlon and the ignominlous Treaty
|of Drest Litovsk?

The Russians at
least deny this,

But as long as Germany on the
north is determined to regalin © her
lost provimees, provinecs which she
stole in her own time  from their
rizhtful racial and national owners,
with the Magyars In the center look-
ing with similar eyes upon Transyl-
vania and the Banat, with Bulgaria
#et upon recovering the  Dobrudia,
| Macedonin and even Thrace, with

|Trar|us'l\'auin and the Danat, just as%| Russin In the east looking both to
| Russla Is aiming to reconquer Dess- | (e Naltie and to the Rlaeck Sens to

recover lost lands, which

| termined to defend both their legal
moral rights, how ecan
there be stable conditions In Eur-
ope?

You have there the double situn-

land thelr

the German and tion which T have emphasized so of-
Magyar fractlons more than three to|ten in these articles,
the

At the moment
most, perhaps all of the European
peaples prefer to avold  hastilities,

she aleo
Bulgaria stands the old dispute over took from their rightful owners in
| past time, and finally with the pres-
In Transylvania ent possessors of all these lands de-

Bulgarian population s, or was be-! Burope I3 settling down after a long
fore the last war, more numerous and terribly costly confliet and the
than the Rumanian. present  generation  desires peace,

To add to the rnm]’lllrnllnn!,hlm while Europe is thus manifest-
Greece has every reason to rear Bul-|ing a deslre for peace, practieally ev-
garfan desizns on that portion of her | ery European country is deliherately

{territory along the Aegean from th-!i
il!lﬂl)lh of the Vardar to that of t)m|
Maritza; that is, including Salonica,
and might make a common cuuse|
with the Rumanians and the Serbs.|
Again, far to the north, the Lithuan-|
lans are maintalning a paper state of
war with the Poles over the matter
of Vilna, and if Poland were involved
in a war with Russia, as a result of
a Russian attack upon Rumania, Li-
thuania might seek to regain Vilnn
and might support the Russians ns
ghe did In the reeent Russo-Polish
War which ended In the Russian de-
feat and the peace of Riza.

Back of all these possibilities lles
also that of Germany. She is openly
planning to retake Poren, West Prus-
sla and Upper Silesin from Poland
ond put an end to the separate stato
of Danzig. Would she he able to
reslst the temptation to strike Po-
land In the rear, while Russia was
assalling her in the front and Li-
thuania In the flank? 1In addition,
Germany Jooks forward to liberating
gome three milllons of COerman
speaking eltizens of the Czecho-Slo-
vaklan state and of annexing all of
Bohemia and Moravia, along with
the fragment of Cech S8ilesin and

eachen,

And If Germany moved, what of
France? What of Belglum? What
for that matter of Creat Dritain?
There vou have then the present
#tate of Europe In a brief compass,
Toen years ago this very month the
aspassination of the Austrlan Arch-
duke In Serajevo touched a mateh to
the European magazine., Serbia was
instantly involved, Sorblan danger
brought Russia Into the dispute and
the coming of Russin brought Franece
and Germany In on opposite sides,
then England eame In and Italy re-
tired from her partnership with the
Central Powers to reappear as their
foe a few montha later. Ultimately
countries as far removed as Japan,
the United States and Brazil were
Involved.

In the Europe of 1024, as In that

Let us show you our beautiful
Hne of Hand Painted
thin models, £1.00 and up.

LOUIS SELIC

Jeweler,

basing its policy upon things which
must lead to a new wor. Moreover
varfone nations are combining their
intereste and pooling thelr military
and politieal resourees In sueh fash-
lon as to Insure that when war
comes It will Immediately Involve
not two but many eountries,
Norman Davis  could sottle the
problem of Memel last winter, be-
causa the dispute was hetween two
parties nalthor of which had to con-
slder the eventuality of war. He
[ phrmude the Lithuaniane In
raburn for the logallaing of thalr title
® Wamel, which had been coded by

did not attempt this Imposaible task. |

So a state of war exists between I’o- | — Wilson,

land and Lithusnis, traffic across'

frontiers Is forbidden nnd hostilities Dvorak.

are, in theory, only suspended during

the life of the Armistice of Suvalkl, Roma—Miss Margaret Foreman.

The danger of war in fuct, as it now
exists on paper, grows out of the
fact that both Poland and Lithuania

regard Vilna as worth fighting for Ashford.

and for both tolerable peace iu pre-
dicated upon possesaion,
too, that the Germans

have never

anything more than a temporary
true so far as all of the lands ceded
to Poland, Belgium and Czecho-Slo-
vakia are concerned. In point of
fact they still dream
Alsace-Larraine.

ament

sible, as it eertainly is not

which both parties at interest will
regiril as tolerable and preferable to
new wars.  When nations ean agree
with their nefghbors there wiH be no

then there will be no house of eards
to eollapse when two cards are re-

fs not likely, merely because at the
moment the European nations are
fought out, presumably. BDecause a
dozen or mores other nations, similar- |
ly unwilling to aceept existing terri-/
torinl conditions or fearful of a chal-
lenge to these eonditions, have en-
tered into mutual defense arrange-
ments, a shot on the Dniester may
one day mean war from the Dikok
Sea to the Daltie and from the Via-
tula to the Rhine,

As T have sald beforve, T do not re-
gard the Russo-Rumanian situation
as a serious menaco to peace at the |
moment, but It does geem to me ex-|
traordinarily interesting, as it re-
veals the deggee to which Europo
has reverted to her traditbonal sys-
tent and the extent to which the sit-
watlon baffore the World Woe B re-'
prodused now, ton venr after Hs oas-
besegndc. Ohsatn Alba b not today more
anknown than Scrafevo in 1914
ot Amsartouns, yet it e ot
#mooltabde that this Dess
chy might somorrow bhesome ae DO-
torlous as the Bosnlan efly of Sq-
Jevo,  with sltimate eonsequenen
fquite as far-reaching.

Remember, Wilso
recognized their cession of Memel as Spring—Friml.

yielding to force—and the same Is —Gelbel,

of regalning m. Sunday school, George F. Sey!-
fert, superintendent, ¢
Quite obviously the beginning of ship and sormon.
peace in Euorpe will not be disarm- the pastor, the
-<oven assuming it were pos- Will consist of a “‘song service' of
now— old favorite hymns
but the willingness on the part of came to be written. The evening ser-
nations to accept existing frontiers ns vice will be condueted by C. R. Pugh.
permanent or to agree to such read- Subject, “Advancement in Life." Fol-
Justment as will ereate a condition lowing is the musieal program:

need of alllanees or ententes and Emerson,

Anthem, O'er Life's Troubled S services,
OTHER DENOMINATIONS
First Christian.

Rew, H. (0. Brown, pastor. Preach-

Offertory (organ) Humoreske — |

Solo, Oh, Lord, Remember Me -lluu at 11 o, m. and 8 p. m. Morninyg
[theme: “Worth of a Man.” Evening

Postlude, theme: “Call to Service.” Sunday
Evening achool at 2:30 p. m. E. L. Bllver-

Prelude (organ) Meditation— |[thorn, superintendent. Christian Eu-

deavor meets at 7 p. m. Mid-week

Anthem, God Is My Salvation— |prayer meeting Wednesday at 8 p. m.
n. Peutecostal  Holiness
Offertory (organ) Echoes of Sunday school at 9:45, J. L., Hill,

superintendent. Preaching at 3, 11
:‘t‘ul T:45 ?'clofrk by the pastor, Rev,
. J. Noble, he public is cordiall
FPostlude. Invited to all mrrlgu. ¥

City Road Methodist Episcopal St Ellzubeth's

Rev. Danlel Lane, pastos. 9:30 a. Services will be held in the Cath-
olic Chapel, Hinton Bullding, at
10:30 Sunday morning by Father
Doherty. Visitors are always wel-
come.

BIG FHRE AT MIAMI

Miaml, June 7.—The entire fire
department of Mlami was ealled out
early today when the Liberty Cum-
herlamd Mills warehouses of the riv-
erfront burst Into blaze. Total de-
struction of the warehouse {s deemed
inevitable and loss of a quarter of a
million dollars is predicted,

The fire Is not expected to spread
as the wind Is blowing toward the

Anthem, A Rose Hrightly Glowing

11 a. m. wor-
In the abeence of
morning  exercises

and how they

Morning
Anthem, *“The Coming
Lord* " —Cassell.
Anthem, “De Strong, Fear Not'—

of the

Ladies' quartet—=Seleeted.
Evening

movedd, Anthem, “I Go to Him for Rest”|pjvor,
Today, because Russin refuses to —Wilson,
regard the loss of Bessarabla as per-  Solo, “He Shall Feed His Flock"—
manent, because she declines to Wilson—Mrs, Geo. W. Bell,
abandon her old aspiration for pos- " :'_I" nm. .luul;;r I:hwurtll League,
scasion of Constantinople, a new 7:10 p. m. Senfor Epworth League, ) 1
general war in Europe I8 possible, 1t You are cordially invited to these If it's 8nythlng that Men,

serviees,

Young Men and Boys wear, that
you want, we've got it at hon-
est prices.
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Tlead-to-Foot Outfitters.

BAVTINT
First Baptist

S. H. Templeman, pastor, Sunday
achool at 9:30 a. m. C. H. Twiddy,
superintendent, Prepehing by the
pastor at 11 a. m. Subjeet: “A Great
Dirthday Present;” and at 8 p. m.
the first in a serles on “What Is the
Matter with the Churches.” Pray-
er meeting Wednesday evening at 8
o'elock. The publie fs cordially In-

vited to these services,

Blackwell Memorial :
Dr. J H. Thayer, pastor. _Sunday
Bchool at 9:30 a, m.; B, F. Aydlett,
superintendent. At 11 a. m. and 8

THE SELECTION

p. . the pastor will preach. oF A
Calvary DBapalst < ¢
Rev. R.F. Hall, pastor. Junior|| PROPER INVESTMENT
LY. 1, U1, meeta at 2 o'clock. Sun-
day school 3 p. m. 8. 8. Davls, si- For your individual necds, can
perintendent,  Preaching at 8 p. m. best be obtalned by selecting o
by the pastor. B, ¥. P, U. Sundav financial instity n of experi-

o aml one h olfers &
large list of securitics to seledt

night at 7. Prayer meeting Wed-
nesday night at 8:00, The publie s
cordially invited,
Sawyers Creck Baptist
Itev. W. J. Banks, pastor, Preach-
ing at 11 a. m. The public 18 cor-
dially Invited,

safe, conservntive in-
s, sultable to every In-
dividunl newd,

BOND DEPARIMENT
AMERICAN TRUST CO.
Charlotte, N, C,
FIRANK I3 GREEN, Mgr,

e Corinth Baptist
Rev, R. . Hall, pastor, Sunday
each Bunany afternoon a!
2:120 o'clock, W. F. Pritchard, Sr.,
superintendent. Preachlng at 2:15
by the pastor. Sr. and Jr, B. Y. P. U.

school
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are absolutely flours of quality

cach Sunday night at 8:00. The
EMSCOPAL |vublic s cordially invited.
Christ Church | Derea Baptist ——MELICK
3 ; z Rev. Tt. F. Hally pastor. Sunday
Sunday. _ Sundas sciiool and_aduit v elock, o Prams pink, 4t ~10:00
s ' ¥ schoo it welock, Ben F - ]
Bible classes, 9:45 n. m. Morning  Intendent. Pri;&:‘t:mI:’;lt::m]r;i.ﬂq:t]]ﬁ‘l;‘ IF YOU NEED A
prayer and sermon at 11 a. m. Even- by the pastor. The publie is cordial-
ing prayer and ifllustrated lecture on ly Invited, A
o AT Rl o

Famo and Lebanon

oo

sold by (he leading grocers.

e i g

Refrigerator

MOM'N POP

POP GUN 3
“N NOUVE BEEN

ABOUT our
EXTRAVAGANCE AND HERE
Hou GO AND BUY A NEW
CAR+ NOW I SUPPOSE I'LL
HAUE TO GO WITHOUT NEW
CLOTHES TIiLL You GET T

PAID FOR!

o —Dist¥ibuted By— and do not sce us we both

! A.F. TOXEY & COMPANY Sond. Wb

Water Streec
R e R A e R O P o A TR T D I R P TR 0 O
; ' T - WE HAVE UNUSUAL VAL-
= BY TAYLOR UES TO OFFER IN THE
BRAND NEW CAR AND NO I BEST BOX ON THE MAR-
LICENSE TAGS — WELL THE KET.

HAD GOOB
YOME - IT CERT-
AINLY MUST BE
STOLEN CAR|

BIRDS THAT STOLE THiS CART

| WOULDN'T MIND CWNING IT
iy MY SELF !

JUDEMENT = L

MELICK

1 SHE'S WORTH WHILBE,
SHE'S WORTH WHITMAN'S

The Good Candy
at
THE APOTHECARY SHOP

EAT

PURE LOLLYPOPS

ool g i |

[

j 9“';:; 2 ”
’:f.pﬁ W AnS ﬁ/
X' L
r‘-";:g G a\
w \t"ﬁ «6".
.BJ” oM

o Sl

5] () ) O] () ) o) ) () () () ()
FOR YOUR PARTY

4 After Dinner Mints, Mint Flufts,
Cuminings Mints, H. 5. Mints,
Call R. L. agmm.
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