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By FIRANK H. SIMONDS

Washintgon, June 7—While world
attention has been very largely con-
centrated upon the internal politieal
situations in Germany and France in

recent days, the cable has continucd |

to carry warnings of danger alomg
the southwestern frontier of Soviet
Russia and to indicate the possibility
of war in this relatively little known
corner of Europe. Is Russia plan-
ning a new war and will she make
the title to Bessarabin the pretext
for a pew attempt to disturb the
peace of Europe? There are the
questions which are now being asked
apxiously In more than one capital.

The problem of Bessarabia is at
one time the simplest and ome of the
most vexatlous ef the post-bellum
questions. It is im reality, of course,
only one phase ef the eternal East-
ern question, of the troubles due to
the Russlan aspiration to aequire
Constantinople and thus access to
the open sea. If one is to measure
the truth by the minatory tone and
frequent gestures of Moscow, it Is
falr to assume that Russia of the
Bolshevists I8 hastening to set her
feet in the pathway so often trod by
the Romanoffs.

Rumania acquired Dessarabia as a
result of the World War. The actual
union was accomplished through the
ratification of the provinelal couneil
by an overwhelming majority. Ac-
tunlly Dessarabia was once a portlon
of the provinee of Moldavia, the
western half of which was included
within the frontiers of Rumanis
when that state was created in 1859,
Of its three milllon inhabitants be-
tween half and three quarters are of
the Rumanlan race and epeak the
Rumanian tongue. The minority,
moreover, represents a  mixture of
many races, Slavs, Turks, Tartars,
Bulgarians and even a considerable
number of Germans, along with qa
large sprinkling of Jews. Kishiney,
the capital, was the scene of one of
the most terrible Russlan pogroms
early in the present century, one con-
sequence of which was a large mi-
gration of the Jewish survivors to
Ameriea.

Hisgtory, the will of the majority
of the people, geographieal and stra-
tegie considerations, all eombine to
Justify the present possession of this
provinee by the Rumanians.

The Russian elaim, by contrast, is
founded upon annexation following
war and at the expense of the Turk
in 1812, Almost half a eentury later
three counties, near the mouth of the
Danube, were retroceded by Russin
in 18566, following the Crimean War.
Two decades later Russia regalned
these counties following her war with
Turkey, which was liguidated at the
Congress of Derlin,

This return of these counties was
a particularly odious eplsode for in
the Turkish War the Russians hefore
Plevan had been saved by the aid
and devotion of the Rumanian army
and In return the benefactors were
plundered of Rumanian lands, In
part to compensate for this spolla-
tion, half of the Dobrudja was as-
signed to Rumania. This gave her
an outlet on the Black Sea but it
alga led to the feud with Bulgaria,
n feud which has had evil conse-
quencea for both the Bulgarians and
the Rumanians,

For the Bulgarlans, the loss of the
Dobrudja was so bitter an Injury
that they continued to plan revenge.
Rumania, in her turn, disturbed by
Bulgarian threats, took pdvantage of
Bulgaria's misfortunes in the second
Balkan War, when Bulgaria was at
war with Greeee and Serbia and alan
wad Invaded by Turkey. A Ruman-
fan army moved south in Bulgaria
and approached Sofia, while the Bul-
garian armles were fighting the
Greeks and Serbs (n Macedonla and
Thrace. Already defeated, the Bul-
garlana were compelled to yleld anid
the Trealy of RBucharest deprived
them not merely of more of the Do-
brudja but also of Macedonia and
Thrace, while the Turks retook Ad-
rianople, F

Two years later, when Rumania
was Invaded by German and Aus-
trinn armies Rulgaria had ?mr re-
venge and Bulgarian armies, togeth-
er: with Turkish, Invaded- and con-
quered the Dobrudja, which was ce-
ded to Bulgarin under the terms of
the short-lived treaty which followed
the German oceupation of Bucharest,
and the Rumanian surrender, due In
turn to the Russian ecollapse. Rut
under this pame settlement Rumania
wan permitted with German. and
Ausirian consent to take Bessarabia.

When Austrin collapsed and Ger-
many surrendered, a year later, Ru-

mania, hacked by the Allles, fe-oe-|th

eupled the Dubrudja and regalned
both portions, that which she had ae-
quired in 1878 and that taken In
1913, while ahe also retained Bess-
arabia: and this latter provines pres-
ently through Its loeal parllament
gaye emphatic approval to the unlon
with Rumania, But meantime a nov-
¢l quarrel had arlsen with Soviet
Ttuesin.

This quarrel had itsa origin in the
fact that following the disastrous
eampalgn of 1016, when the Ruma-
ninn armiee were bhoaten and drlven
out of most of thelr eountry, the gold

resorves of Rumania had been moved | &

from Bucharest to Russian territory
and, after the Russian Revolutlon,
fall into the handa of the Bolshe-
vists, Once she had got elear of her
German and Austrian foes, Rumanina
turned to Russia and demanded the

return of her gold, But the Soviet|;

Government met this demand by a
ecounter demand for the return of the
provinces of Ressarabia.and for five
yoara the dispute has continued.

At times It has meemed that the
Rusaian demand for the return of the
lost provinee was little more than a
way If arriving at a final settloment
based upon the surrender Rus-
sla of her elalm upon and
a relinquishment by Rumania of her
elalm upon her !

But In recent

A

mania to Paris and London was gen-
erally interpreted as having been em-
ployed, if not desizned, to offer the
opportunity for an appeal to the two
kovernments to support a

‘ally, threatened agaln,

That Rumania did get the promise
and perhaps the actual contribution
of war material from France has
been duly stated in the press,
waterial, of course, covered
loan.

by

officers, General Derthelot among
them. Tehre have, too, been rumors
of an alllapce between France and
Rumania, on the lines of the Franco-
Polish agreement, but this has not
been anncunced.

I dwell upon this Rumanlan af-
falr now, because in its various elr-
cumstances it Is an admirable illus-
tration of the real difficulties In the
European situation. Thus, If there
should be a war between Rumania
and Russia now, the complications
might be aimost innumerable. Aside
from the possibility that France
might be involved, which is less like-
Iy under the new Ministry than the
outgoing, such a struggle would in-
stantly concern Poland, would have
immediate significance for Czecho-
Slovakia and might have repercus-
slone In both Hungary and Bulgaria.
Poland would at onee be con-
¢erned because she has an alllance
with Rumania, based upon the possi-
bitity of a Russian attack upon eith-
er, Thus if Rumania were attacked
by Russia, it would be the duty of
Poland to go to her assistance. In
theory this would also be the duty
of all of the natlons which compose
the League of Nations, but sinee th»
Polish experience with Russin, sev-
ernl years ago, neither Poland nor
Rumania ean hope for muech from
the League members with the pos-
sible exception of France.

Czecho-Slovakia and Yuyo-Slavia
would not be bound to support Ru-
mania against Russia, although all
three are members of the Little En-
tente, but if Hugary attacked Ru-
mania, or If Bulgaria assalled the
Rumanians, then both these Slav
states would, under the terms of the
Little Entente arrangement, be
bound to aet against Hungary and
Bulgarin. Recent dispatches have
suggested that Yugo-Siavia might
consgent to Ineclude Russian agores-
sfon among the reasons for standing
by Rumania in war.

Hungary and Bulgaria would be
Inclined to take advantage of a Rus-
slan Invasion of TBessarabin to
strike Rumania In the rear, because
Hungary is determined to recover
Transylvania and the Banat, just as
Russla {8 aiming to reconquer Dess-
arabia, while between Rumania and

the Dobrudja, which has already pro-
voked two wars. In Transylvania
and the Banat, as In Bessarabia, the
vast majority of the population s
Rumanian, or, more exactly, the Ru-
manian element constitutes not only
more than half the total population,
but outnumbers the CGerman and
Magyar fractions more than three to
one. In the southern half of the
Dobrudja, on the other hand, the
Bulgarian population I8, or was be-

fore the last war, more numerous
than the Rumanian,
To add to the ecomplieations,

Greece has every reason to rear Rul-
garlan dealgns on that portlon of her
territory along the Aegean from tha
mouth of the Vardar to that of the
Maritza; that is, including Salonlea,
and might make a common cause
with the Rumanians and the Serhs.

fans are maintaining a paper state of
war with the Poles over the matter
of Vilna, and If Poland were Involved
in a war with Ruesia, ns a result of
A Russlan attack upon Mumania, Li-
thuania might seek to regain Vilnn
and might support the Russians as
she did In the recent Russo-Polish
War which ended In the Russlan de-
feat and the peace of Riga.

Back of all these possibilities lles
aleo that of Germany. She ia openly
planning to retake Poron, West Prus-
sin and Upper Silesla from Poland
and put an end to the separate state
of Danzlg. Would she ba able to
resist the temptation to sirike Po-
land In the rear, while Rusaia was
asaalling her In the front and Li-
thuania in the flank? In addition,
Germany looks forward to liberating
some three milllons of Cerman
speaking cltizens of the Czecho-Slo-
vakian atate and of annexing all of
Bohemla and Moravia, along with
@ fragment of Ceth Sllesia and
Teschen,

And If Germany moved, what of
Franee? What of Delglum? What
for that matter of Great Britain?
There you have then the present
state of Europe In a brief eompass,
Ten years ago this very month the
nsgasaination of the Austrlan Arch-
duke in Serajevo touched a mateh to
the European magazine, Sorbla was'
Instantly Involved, Serblan danger
brought Russia into the dlspute and
the coming of Rusala brought Franee
and Germany in on opposite sides,
then England eame In and Ialy re-
fred from her partnership with the
Central Powars to reappear as their
foe & few months later, Ultimately
conntries as far removed as Japan,
the United States and Brazil wero
Involved,

In the Europe of 1024, as In that
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Bulgarla stands the old dispute over

Again, far to the north, the Lithuan-|

The Rumanian army was re-|Russia’s enemles. Poland and Ru-
orgamized during the war by Freneh | mania, ara directly or indirectly Ger-
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over elther, and Russia, at least, Is
not amenable to the thing which la
called world sentiment. If Russia
attacks Rumania the League can de-
nounce the attack, it can demand
that it stop, it can appeal to the oth-
er natlons to take up arms or to boy-
cott Russia, but that Is the sum and
substance of its powers.

| For myself T do not belleve that
the Russians mean to attack just
|now. they are more Intercsted in get-
|ting recognition and loans than in
|engaging In hostilitles at this mo-
ment, but the vary oarnestness and
emphasis with whieh they press their
Dessarablan  clalms suggests that
|they are keeping the futire open.
Morcover, if Russin ever does re-
sume the mdreh upon Constantino-
ple, her pathway lies acrosa Rumania
and Bessarabla §s the first provinee
she will invade.

Russia, too, elings to her elalm
upon Constantinople. It was prom-
ised to her as reward for her partl-
cipation in the war. Even the Bri-
Ftish, through Sir Edward Grey, as-
sented to Russian possession of tha
agelon gobjective of the Czars, Did
the Russian title, thus witnessed
and approved, lapse because Russia
after glgantie efforts and colossal
sacrifices finally eollapsed into revo-
lution and the lgnominlous Treaty
of Tirest Litovsk? The Russians at
least deny this,

But as long ap Germany on the

morth is determined to regain her
lost provinees, provinces which she
|8tole in her own time from thelr
| rightful raclal and national owners,
| with the Magyars in the center look-
{ing with similar ¢yes upon Transyl-
vania and the Banat, with Bulgaria
set upon reeovering the Dobrudja,
| Macedonia and even Thraee, with
| Russia in the east looking bhoth to
[the Baltle and to the Dlack Bean to
| recover lost lands, which she al=o
took from their rightful owners in
past time, and finally with the pres-
| ent possessors of all these lands de-
{termined to defend both their legal
and thelr moral rights, how ean
there be stable conditions In Eur-
ope?
! You have there the double situa-
| tion whieh T have emphasized so of-
ten In these artiples. At the moment
muost, perhaps all of the European
| peoples prefer to avold  hostilities.
' Europe ia settling down after a long
nand terribly eostly confliet and the
pregont  generation  desires  peace.
But while Europe (s thus manifest-
ing a desire for peace, practically ev-
ory European eountry s deliberntaly
baging ita poliey upon things which
must lend to n new war. Moreaver
varlous natlons are eombining their
interests and pooling thelr milltary
and politieal resourees In such fash-
fon as to insure that when war
(comes it will Immediately Involve
not two hut many eountriea,

Norman Pavis could settle the
problem of Memel last winter, be-
cause the dispute was between two
parties nelther of which had to con-
mMder the eventuality of war., He
cobld phesnade the Lithuaniang In
rabirn for the legallaing of thelr title
0 Memel, which had been ceded by

to Poland, Delglum and Cazecho-Slo-
vakia are concerned. In point of
fact they still dream of regalning
Alsace-Lorraine.

Quite obwvlously the beginning of
peace in Fuorpe will not be disarm-
ament—aven assuming It were pos-
sible. ns it eortainly I8 not now—
but the willineness on the part of
nations to aecept existing frontiers ns
permanent or to azree to such read-
Justment as will create n condition
which both parties at Interest  will
recird as tolerable and preferable to
new wors, WhHheén nations &an agroe
with thelr nelghbors there will be no
need of alllanees or ententes and
then there will be no house of cards
to enllipse when two cards are ro-
moved,

Today, because Russia refuses to
regard the loss of Bessarabin as per-
manent, because she declines to
abandon her old aspiration for pos-
sesslon of Constantinople, a new
general war in Europe is possible, It
is not likely, merely because at the
moment the European nalions are
fought out, presumably,

Iy unwilling to aceept existing terrl-
torial conditions or fearful of a chal-
lenge to these conditions, have en-
tered Into mutual defense arrange-
ments, a shot on the Dnlester may
one day mean war from the Dlack
Sea to the Baltie and from the Via-
tula to the Rhine,

As I have sald before, 1 do not re-
gard the Russo-Rumanian situation
as a serious menaee to peace at the
moment, but it does scem to me ex-
traordinarily interesting, as it re-
veals the degree to which Europe

motd Amwaicans, yet b I8 at

dooeceivable that this B
torfous as the Hosnlan eity of Agm-
jevo, with wltimme

fuite as far-reaching.
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EPrISCOPAL

Christ Church
Rev. Geo. F. HIN, rector. Whit
Sunday. Sunday school and adult

Bible classes, 9:45 n. m. Morning
prayer and sermon at 11 a, m. Even-
Ing prayer and fllustrated lecture on

DBecause & |
dozen or more other nations, similar- |

has reverted to her traditional sys-
tem and the extent to which the sit-!
uatlon beffors the World Woe 9 re-
produeed now, ten year afMer its out-
Leemnd:. Omata Alba ts not today mors
unirown than Serafevo In 1914 e

chy might somorrow beoome as DO-

eonsequenes

City Road Methodist Eplscopal

Rev. Danlel Lane, pastor. 9:30 a.
m. Sunday school, George F. Sorf-
fert, superintendent. 11 a. m. wor-
ahip and sormon. In the absence.of|
the pastor, the morning  exeorcises
will consist of a “song service'' of
old favorite hymns and how they
eame Lo he wrltten, The evening ser-
viee will be conducted by C. R. ugh. |
Subjeet, “Advancement in Life.” Fol-
lowing is the musical program:

Morning

Anthem, “The Coming
Lord™—Tassell,

Anthem, “He Strong, Fear Not'—
Emerson,

Ladies' quartet—Soeleeted,

Fvening

Anthem, “I Go to Him for Rest™|
—Wilson.

Solo, “He Shall Feed His Floek"—
Wilson—>Mra, Geo, W. Bell,

of the

T p. m. Junlor Epworth League,
7:15 p. om. Senior Epworth League.
You are cordially invited to these

serviees,

| BAVTIST
First Baptist
| 8 H. Templeman, pastor. Sunday
“#chool at 9:00 a. m. €. H, Twiddy,
superintendent.  Preaching by the
pastor at 11 a. m. Subjeect: “A Great
Birthday Present:” and at 8 p. m.
the first in a series on “What Is the
Matter with the Churches.” Pray-
or meeting Wednesday evening at 8
o'cloek. The publie Is cordlally In-
vited to these services.

Blackwell Memorial
{ Dr. J H, Thayer, pastor. Sunday
school at 9:30 a. m.; E. F. Aydiett,
superintendent. At 11 a. m. and 8
b omy, the pastor will preach.

invited to all serviees,

St Ellzabeth's
Services will be held in the Cath-
olle Chapel, Hinton Bullding, »at
10:30 Sunday morning by Father

Doherty. Visitors are always wel-
come.

BIG FIRE AT MIAMI

Miaml, June 7.—The entire fire
department of Miaml was called out
early today when the Liberty Cum-
berfand Mills warchouses of the riv-
erfront hurst Into_hlaze.  Total de-
atruction of the warehouse ls deemed
inevitable and loss of a quarter of a
million dollars is predicted.

The fire is not expected to spread
a8 the wind is blowing toward the
river.

If it's anything that Men,
Young Men and Boys wear, that
you want, we've got it at hon-
est prices.

C. A. COOKE

Head-to-Foot Outfitters,

THE SELECTION

OFr A

Calvary Baprist

Rev. R. P. Hall, pastor,
B. Y., P U, mects at 2
day school 3 p. m. 8, 8, Davis, su-
perintendent,  Preaching at 8 p. om.
by the pastor. 13, Y. I*. U". Sunday
night at 7. Prayer mecting Wed-
nesday night at 8:00, The publie i3
cordlally fnvited, 3
| Hawyers Creek Raptist
Rev, W, J. Banks, pastor, Preach-
jlnu at 11 a. m. The public Is cor-
dially lIuvited.

Junior
o'cloek. Sun-

| 5o Corinth Baptist

| Rev. R. F. Hall, pastor. Sunday
|school emeh Sunaay afternoon at
| 2:30 o'clock, W. F. Pritchard, Sr.,
| vuperintendent.  Preaching at 3:15
by the pastor. Sr, and Jr, B. Y. P, U,

jeach  Sunday night at 8:00. The
| public Is cordlally invited,

Derea Baptist
| ltev. R, ¥, Hall, pastor, Sunday

|echool Suuduy merning at 10:00
|o'elock, Den Frank Pritehard, super-
{Intendent.  Preaching at 11 o'cloek
by the pastor. The public Is cordial-
ly invited. -
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Lebanon Belle

are absolutely flours of quality sold by (%e leading grocers.
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MOM'N POP

BY TAYLOR

GUL
CompLARIN

VOUVE BEEN

NING ABOUT 6UR

EXTRAVAGANCE AND HERE

HJou O:Oﬁ BUY A NEW

HAUE TO GO WITHOUT %‘7«'

CLOTHES TILL You GET IT
PAID FoR !

BELONG
YOME « |¥ CERT-
AINLY MUST BE
A STOLEN CARI

//f / E.“

MUSELF N

BRAND NEW CAR AND MO ]
LICENSE TAGS — WELL THE I
BIRDS THAT STOLE THIS CART
HAD GOOD JUDGMENT = L

T MIND OWNING IT

)|

PROPER INVESTMENT

For your Individoual needs, ean
best be obtalned by selecting n
ancinl institutie of experi-
aml one which offers &
Ist of securities to select

fron.

We offer safe, conservative Ins
vestments, sultable to overy In-
dividunl need. .

BOXD DEPARIMENT
AMERICAN TRUST CO.
" Charlotte, N, €,
FRANK 1IN GREEN, Mgr.

MELICK
IF YOU NEED A
A

Refrigerator -

and do not see us we both
lose money.

WE HAVE UNUSUAL VAL-
UES TO OFFER IN THE
BEST BOX ON THE MAR-

MELICK
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After Dinner Mints, Mint

Fluffs,
Cummings Mints, H. 8. Mints.
Call R, L. GARRETT,

Phone 098
| | eEEssEEEsEEs

DANCE TONIGHT
Toundl Dance § (o 11:80 at

Cohoon Social Hall
over Cut Nate Drug Store
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