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The Czar of Russia tells his subjects
that he is an autoorat, as his father
was, and means to remain so,

—en

M. Andre, a European seronsut,
thiuks he could get to the North Pole
in a balloon at an expenditure of
nbout $85,000. He is still looking for
® millionaire to blow him off.

- — ;

The New Tork World announces
that a prize of $100,000 is offered by
this Governwent for the best air-ship
for passeuger and freight trafic. In-
ventors have until "1900 to perfeot
their plans, o

e ———

Bwitzerland is abont to establish a
Btate bank at Berne, which will have
the exclusive right to issne bank notes.
The capital is fixed at $5,000,000, the
Bwiss confederation making itself re.
sponsible for all liabilities.

Obeerves the Baltimore Ameriean:
All the reports of M. Felix Faure since
his to the highest office in
-France indicate that he will make one
of the very strongest Presidents in the
history of that remarkable country.
He iz & solid, sensible man,

———

A movement is on foot in England
to celebrato the sixth centenary of the
British Parliament, which will Dbe
ronnded out this summer. It was in
2295 that Parliament first assembled
on the basis from which has grown the
form of the present assembly,

— -
g —

The statistical fiend has been figur-
Ing ont the cost of the chain letter
business asking for stamps. Hoe esti-
maates that if the letter reached its
fiftieth number and bronght back ten
etamps for each letter written it would
take 101,3872,704,958,004,770" cars to
enrry the stamps,

The Ban Francisco Argonant ex-
elaims: A toy haswroughtarevolution
in this country, The agitation in favor
of good roads, begun by the bicycle
manufacturers some years ago, and
taken up and given force by the
riders, has at length reached the
wasses of the people.

— — - — |

The examples of New York and Ohio
in founding colonies for epileptics is
about to be followed by Illinois, an-
nounces Harper's Weekly, The medi-
eal rocieties of that State and of the
city of Chicago are moving in the
matter, and have submitted a bill for
the purpose to the State Legislature.

Theodore Roosevelt maintains §
the Forum that “‘there’ is not in the
world a more ignoble character thas
the mere monvy-getting Anjerican, in-
sensible to every duty, regnrdless o
every principle, bent only on amass
ing a fortune, and putting his forinne
only to the basest nses—wic*ber theae
uses be to specnlato in stocks and
wreck railroads himself, or to allov
his son to lead o Jife of foolish and
expensive illeness and gross debanch:
ery, or to purchase some sconadrel of
high social position, foreign or na
tive, for his daughter. Sach a map
is only the more dangerous if
ocasionally does some deed like
founding & ocollege or endowing s
church, which makes those good peo-
ple ‘who are also foolish forget
his real ibiquity. These men are
equally careless of the workingmen,
whom they oppress, and of the Siate,
whose existence they imperil. There
are not very many ol them, but there
is & very great number of men who
approach more or less closely to the
type, and just in so far as they do so
approach, they are cursesto the conn-
try. The man who is ccntent to let
politics go from bad to worse, jesting
at the corrnption of politicians, the
man who is content to see the malad-
ministration of justice withont an im-
mediate and resolute effort to reform
it, is shirking his duty, and is pre-
paring the way for infinite woein the
foture. Hard, brutal indifference to
the right, and an equally brutal short-
sightedness as to the inevitable re-
sults of corrnption and injustice, nre
baleful beyonid measnre ; and yet they
nrs characteristic of a great many
Americans who consider themselves
perfectly respectable, and who are
considered thriving, » “gperons men

A SOMG OF HOPE.

Xo tears, dear, I tho black gkies frown—
Hopao for the best.

No storm the rainbow's smile can down-=
Hope for the best,

Thero is o light somewhere, Some day,
From sast to west

Will shine a deathless morning's ray;
Hope for the hest,

Old proverb! Yee, but cheering—swoot—
Divinely blest;

Even with the sharp thorn around your fee
Hope for tho best,

What hope in sighing? Time still flics
From life’s unrest;

Toars blur the blue in God's sweet skies,
Ifope for the best,

And, old or new, still sing the song
That life loves best;

One melody a whole life long—
ope for the boest,

AN INSPECTOR.

LY HELEN FORREST GRAVES,

INKTON'S boy

again!" said

Hannah Dighy.

“*Now what doe

Piunkton's boj

want this time!

: Dido't T give

- himbaifamince

- pie aud all the

; rest of the eold

boiled ham nol

two hours agol

Thumping away

at the door loud ewough to wnke

the Seven Bleepers, when uncle has

just laid down for his nap! 1 declare,
I've no patience with that child?"

“I’t on an errand he's come this
time, Miss Hanush,” said Thyrza, the
help., **Atlcast that's what he says.
There ain't no believin’ Pinkton's boy,
though.”

Outside in the angry red twilight,
the March wind was howling like some
infuriate demon, rockingz the bare tree
tops to and fro and rattiing tho loose
window shutters ngainst the side of
the house, while under the hill the
breakers of Lone Bay flang themselves
like miniature parks of artillery along
the rock bound shore.

Hannaoh shuddered as she stepped
out on to the porch and conlronted a
dirty, red-haired little varlet.

“What is it, Hezekian?" said she,
sharply. *Now youcan't bo hungry,
and I know yon are not cold, for yon
are wearing uncle's old overcoat. 1
should like to know what sends you
here now.”

“I"lense, mise,” said Hezekiah,
tain’t I; it bees old Mrs. Kesley."”

“Mrs. Kesley ngain?"" said Hunnah,
with a gesturo of despuir. *Why, it
was only yesterday that uuclo was
there.”

*It bees old Mrs. Kesley," stolidly
repeated Hezekinh. '*She be in a
mortial harry. Her have got mortial
bad pain m her bones.”

“Pghaw !” said Hannnh, mora to her-
sell thau to Hezekiah. who sdded:
“Her toldI to run; then I ranned,
I dill, an' the wind "most blow’d I off
the hill.”

“Poor child!” said Hannoah.
“Thyrza, give him a bowl of tea and
s slice of gingerbread. But all the
same, I am not going to disturb unocla.
He was out all night, and this morn-
ing he had to drive over to Castle
Peak, and he has only just laid him-
self down for a nap. I'll take a bag
of hops and a little quinine and some
aconite, and drive over myself, with
old Blackie, in the gig.”

“‘But how will Mra. Kesley like it ?"
said Thyrza, with & broad smile.

“*Oh, she won't care !” said Hannah.
“And besides, she can’t lhelp herself,
I shall tell her that uncle sent me.”
And with haste and speed the doe-
tor's niece bundled herself irto a black
and green shepherd-plaid shawl and a
hood from which her plamp, dimpled
face looked out like s pink trailing
arbutus from a snow drift.

“Come, Thyrza—oome, Hezekiah !"
she said. “‘Light the lantern and come
slong; we'll harness up oursel
Uncle mast not be disturbed.” ‘}“’
Hannah Digby was one of those
bright, spirited girls who understood
alittle of everything. She led out)
old Blackie and skillfully harnesse
him while Thyrza held the lantern
and the half-witted boy lent ready
assistance with girths and buckles,
and she wns soen on her way to Mrs,
Kesley's hounse, in the facoof the how-
ling Maroh wind.

“I suppose ' nll doetors have such
patients,"” she said to hersall. *“*But

-‘it

by their easy-going. » 'uitilena."

(4

Eesley would either dio or get well 1™

- ~ B

what a blessing it wonld be if Mrs |

It was a long and dresry drive.
Hannah was thoroughly out of pa-
tience, besides being chilled through,
before she sprang ont on the door-
stone of Mrs. Kesley's old brick
house.

“1'd give her a picc;, of my mind,"
said Hoannah.

Fresh as o ross she came into the
room—nobody bolted their doors or
tarned an inhospitable lock on Green
Mountain—Dbtinging with her a fra-
grant accompamiment of pine wood
breath and sweet hillside breezes.

““Well, Mrs, Kealey, what is it now ?”
she eaid, tartly, as she saw s figure
huddled up on the broad chintz sofa,
just outside the coral-shine of the fire,
“I do think it is too ridieulous of you
to be sending for poor Unole Zalman
every ache.and pain that yon have;
and so hard ss he has to work, loo!”

A groan was the only reply.

‘““Now don't lie there and groan in

that senseless sort of way,” said Han-
uan, undoing the layors of the Dlack-

and-green shepherd-plaid shawl. *“Be-
cause you know it won't do a bit of
good. I don't want to be cross with
you, but—"

““Bless me, Hanner Digby, is that
yonr: sail a voice behind her; ana
there entered on the scene a stout,
short old lady, with a double chin
overlnpping her brown eap ribbons,
and a candle in her hand—none other
than Mrs. Kesley herself, *‘Why,
where's the doetor2”

%He couliln’'t coms,’
crisply. ‘'He sent me.”

“'Well, I never!" said Mrs. Kelsey.

“Who is—that?’ said Hannah, with
& qunick inelination of her head toward
the prone figure tossing to and fro on
the lounge.

“It's my lusband’s nephew from
York State,” said Mrs. Kesley—Law-
rence Neville. Larry, we've always
called him, for short. Stopped here
on his way to Concord, and was taken
sick.”

“Ohb, what shall I do?” exclaimed

poor Hanasb, clasping her hands
“And I have been seolding him like
all Billingsgate 1"

“Eh?"* said Mrs, Kesley, npon whom
the classio allusion was lost. *“'It’s
fever, I caloulate; or p'raps measies,
I don't remember that Larry ever had
the measles as a ohild."”

*“What will he think?" said Hannah
despairingly.

“La, ho don't senss 2 word you say I"
said the old lady. “‘He’s as crazy as
a cricket !"

Hannah went up to the side of the
lonnge.

“Hold the ecandle, Mrs. Kesley,”
said she, as ghe laid her light,
hand on the fevered brow and felt the
bkounding pulse.

“Why, you don't know nothin' of
doctorin’, do you?"' said Mrs. Kesley,
in amazement.

“Don’t I, thongh?” said Hannab,
who had, in very truth, gleaned many
a pathological experience among her
uncle's patients. “‘This is nothing
more than a heavy cold, Mrs. Kesley,
accompanied with a slight sympathetic
fever.”

“Lal" said the old lady, again.

““Liet his feet be soake:l in hot mus-
tard-water, and kept warm by waier-
jugs,” suid Hannah, euthoritatively,
“(Givo bim nine drops of the contents

of this vial once in two hours. Use
every effort to throw him into a pro-
fuse perspiration.”

¢“Folks used to steam themselves
over s tea kettle when I was a gal,”
said Mrs. Kesley.

“Ah!” said Hauuoah,
the o'd system.”

““La:" again repeated Mrs. Kesley.

“But,” calmly added Hapnnah, “‘we
have improved upon all that now.
You'll be sure and not forget the mint-
drope, Mrs. Wesler. The pulse is fre-
quent, but not alarmipgly so. I think
I should recommend cnld-water band-
ages around the throat aud on the
forehead., And besare tha* he is kept
very warm, How strangely he looks
at me! You ure quite sure, Mr: Kes-
ley, that he is delirions?”

“‘Ag crazy as as—croton-bug!” re-
peated Mru. Kesley, rather ata los
{or n comparison snd remembering a

said Hannah

cool

“That was

peenliar variety of insect which she

Iiad known as a New York house-

keeper thirty years ago.
ij ‘Now heis shutting bhis eyes ngain, ”
e:'l;l Hannah, phssing her hand with
ht, maguetio tonches over his brow.

li
"}’oor fellow?"
/4P raps,” suggested: Mrs.

KBB]OI: A

“1'd better get the big shears and cut
off his hair. It's plaguey thiock; and
if his lead has got to be kept cold—"

“0Oh, no, T wouldn't do tost!" eaid
Hanpah, *‘It's such soft, curly hair!
Let it remain.”

And she applied herself to measur-
ing out sundry eamphor-smelling pow-
ders from a pocket-case.

“T will call early in the morning,”
said she, when the powders wese all
measured out.

“Lal” said Mrs. Kesley.

Hannah Dighy drove home, silently
and meditatively, old Blackie picking
his slow woy along tho dreary road,
while the wind shrieked and the pines
rustled mysteriously on either side of
the highway.

“Now I have got mysell into a pTet-
ty sorape,” said she, addressing old
Blackie's cars,  ““3hallI tell Uncle
Zalman, or shan’t I? Will he scold,
or won't he? After all, the man has
ouly got & touch of influenza, 1f
congestion set in— Ob, pshaw, it
won't! I1f there is any danger of
pnenmonia— Bul the man breathes
s regularly as a pair of bellows. No,
I'll risk it. I've begun the case, and
I'll earry it through.”

While Larry Neville, smiling to
himself in the firelight, thought:

“‘How pretty she was!—and how
velvety and cool her hand felt on my
forehead! Ob, yes, I'll take all the
powders between here and the Maine
line if ghe saysso!”

The next morning the patient was
decidedly improved. He was sitling
up in the big rocking-ehnir, in front
of the fire, while Pinktou's boy piled
on more loge, and shuffled back and
forth on errands for Mrs. Kesley.

“‘Here she comes!” said Pinkton's
boy, staring out of the window.

“Who comes ?” Larry asked.

““The doctor-young-'oman,” said
Pinkton's boy. **Will I tell her you've
got well and don’t want she no more?"

But Larry only frowned at him.

**Open the door for her, you young
seamp!" said he.

Miss Dighby was as good as her word.
She condneted the case triumphantly
through to its end.

Tt 18 jnat possible that Mr. Neville
protracted his convalescence uuneces-
sarily, bat that is neither here nor
there.

“3o Larry 18 going home to-mor-
row,” said Mrs. Kesley. “Well, 1
deelare T shall miss the boy "

**Tes,” sAI? Hannsh, demurely.
“But he's coming back again in May,
he says."

“What for?" said Mry. Kesley,

“To marry me,"” said Hannah,

“La!" said the old lady.

“We had a little explanation, yor
¥ee,” sai Iannab, e conlessea e
me that he was not at all delirious thai
tirst night, you know, while I felt his
pulse and smoothed his bair. Wasn"
that dreadinl?”

*Denr. denr!” said Mre. Kesley.

"And then,” said Hannab, "I told
him T wasn't a doctor at all—only a
wretched imposter.”

*‘And what did he say?" said Mrs.
Kesley.

“He didn’t seem to mind it in the
least,”” Hannah said; snd we are en-
gaged. He enys lie fell in love with
e that very first evening.”

“Lia!" said Mrs. Kesley.

“"And, after all,” went on IHannah,
““the whole thing can he traced back
to that ridieulous Lblunder of Pinkton's
boy. To think that I should owe my
life’s happiness to—Pinkton’s boy.”

Pinkton's boy himself was not at all
sarprised when he heard that. Mr,
Neville was engaged to Hannah Digby.

“Yes,” snicdl he reflectively, “fif I
was 8 growed-up map, with a.-real
goold watch chain, I'd marry she.
Her's the kind of gal to suit I!"—Sat-
urday Night.

Eleclric Shuttle.

The numerous accidents due to
shnttles flying out of the loom have
been reduced in o large English mill
by magnetic action. The electro-
mugnets ara placed along the side of
the shuttle and arrangel fo bear
against a reed. By their attrasction
toward the wires of the lalter, says
the Philadelphia Record, they tend to
keop the shultle in the race. In many
cases this will be found sufficient, bot
in addition there are a number ol
magnets in the fuce of the race, and
an iron roller, provided af ench end
of the shutile, wlhich, being attracted
by the maguats, keeps the shuttle from
lying out.

ASBESTOS.

A WONDERFUL SUBSTANCE TEE
PARADOX OF MINERALS.

Quarried Just Like Marble Yet
Feathery Enough to Float—Its
Manifold Uses— Deposits More
Valuable Than Gold Mines.
e

SBESTOS is a wonderfnl sub-

stance. Its namecomes from

a Greek word meaning in-

consumable. Fire will not

burn it, acids will not gnaw it, weath-

er will not corrode it. It is the para-

dox of minerals—for n mineral it is,

quarried just like marble. The fibers

of which it is composed are as soft as

silk, and fine and feathery enough to

float on water. Yet in tho mines thoy

are so compressed that they are hard
and orystalline liko stone,

Although the substance has been
known for ages in the form of moun-
tain oork or mountain leather, com-
paratively little has been Jearned as to
its geologienl history and formation,
A legend tells how Emperor Charle-
magne, being possessed of a table-
cloth woven of asbestos, was accus-
tomed to astonish his guests by gath-
ering it up after the meal, casting it
into the fire and withdrawing it later,
cleansed but unconsnmed.

Yet, althongh the marvelous attri-
butes of asbestos have been known for
so long they were turned to little
practioal use until about twenty yenrs
ago. Since that time the manunfacture
of the material has grown until it can
takeits place shoulder to shoulder with
any of thegiant industries of this coun-
try. Indeed,so rapid has been its prog-
ress and development Lthat there is al-
most no literature of any kind on the
subject, and to the popular mind it is
still one of those dim, iuexplainable
things,

Up to the ’70s nearly all the asbes-
tos used came from the Italian Alpa
and from Syria, but one day a party
of explorersdiscovered a rich deposit
in what is known as the eastern town-
chips of Quebee in Canada. Com-
panies were at once formed and la
1879 the mines were opened.

The Canadian mines are located in a
wild, rough conntry almost outside of
the pale of civilization. The sides of
the hills gape with great holes in
which the men—mostly French Cana-
dians—nare at work. The veins of
chrysotile, as the Ounadian asbestos is
called, are from two to four inches in
thickness and are separated by thin
layers of hornblends ecrystals, The
nearer to the surface the veinsrun the
conrser are the fibers and tho less
valnable,

The mining is done by means of the
most improved quarrying machinery,
Holes are drilled in long rows into
the sides of the cliffs by means of
steam drills. They aro then loaded
with dynamite and exploded simulta-
neously by wires conneoting with an
eleotrio battery in such a way that a
whole ledge of tho rock falls into the
bottom of the pit at once. Then the
workmen break out as mnch of the
pure asbestos as posaible, load it into
groat tubs or trncks, which are hoisted
out by means or steam derricks, and
run nlong to the ‘‘cob honse.” Here
scores of boys are kept busily em-
ployed erambling or “‘sobbing” the
pieces of rock awny from the ashestos
and throwing the lumps of geod fiber
to one side, where it is placed in
rough bales or sacks ready for ship-
ment to the fnctory.

The greatest work in conncetion
with the mining of asbestos is in dis-
posing of the waste rock and the re-
fuse of the quarry. Only about one-
twonty-fifth of the material guarried
is real asbestos and the rocky parts
have to be lifted out and carried away
to the damps at groat expense.

As the asbestos comes from the
mines it is in small lamps of a green-
ish or yellowish hue and the edgesare
furried with lose fibers. The more
nearly white the asbestos is the better
its grade. The length of fiber is also
of great importance, the largest being
the most valuable.

From the mines the asbestos is
taken by rail to the manufactories in
tho United States. Here the lnmps of
the snbstance are emptied from the
sacks and fed into the lLopper of a
powerfuliy bnilt machine, not unlike
an old fashioned stowe process flous
mill, They ure crushed through a ser-
ies of rolls until the fibers are all sep
arated into fully when they

o8,
pass out along a o ;h and into o

r. Here the small piecos of
mnd other refuse rettle oud
through a sieve and the long fibers are
separatsd Dby o series of comb-like
sieves into various lengths, The very
gsort oues are taken out to the pulp-
mills, where they are ground up fine
for the manufacture of solid packing
for steam pistons, mill board and
other commodities. The longer fibera
ard gathered together,carded sud spun

into yarn, just like cotton or wool,
After that the substance may be
woven into cloth ir various ways.
The oloth is of a dirty white color and
Las o soapy feeling.

The uses of asbestos are nlnalt in-
numerable. Ground fine and come

process it makes a beautiful paint,
which is said to go far toward fire-
proofing the surface to which it is ap=
plied, Various kinds of roofing are
alsc made by treating strong canvas
with a combination of asbestos and
folt and Lacking it with manilla papes,
i% 13 extensively used for roofs of fae-
toriee, railroad ehops, bridges, steam-
boat decks and other places where
thero is danger of fire.

Nearly every one hLas seen thethiot
asliestos felt covering for steam pipes
and furpaces. Asbestos cement ia
sometimes used for hot-blact pipes and
fire-heated surfaces. As apucking !or
locomotive pistons, valve s
oil pumps it is almost indispe
1t is also made into ropes and ;
boards, which can bo mged’ almos”
everywhere. Asbestos clotly is being
vsed more every year. Some States

drop-eurtain to protect the audienes
if the scenery catohes fire. The yars

jron and glase.

block of astestos to solder npon.
Asbestos is found in a good many

hundreds of places in the world be

are nearly all too splintery and Lrie

tle. Rich deposits have recsntly heer
found in Wyoming, Californis ant

more valuable than a gold mine, angd

more precions. The time msy not be
far distant when firemen will e

~~Chieago Record.
—_— e ———————

The Sea Threw Rocks.

The lighthouse tender Columbine has
returned from s trip fo Tillamook

sca wns too rough to spproach withia'
speaking distance of the rock, and the

steamer in a bottle, attached to a buoy.’

stands, carrying away the top of the
adjoining rook. Great waves leaped

raging sea below,
told of the damage caused by the
waves. Fragments of rock, torn looss
from the foundation, were hurled

tected the costly lenses. The panes

and the clock machinery revolving this

the wind and waves can be imagined
trom the breaking of the lights

the storm the water was six foet

in the siren room and four feet dee
in the living rooms, which mm
eight feet above high water, A |

ster rock, weighing about = toa.
hurled npward by the waves, and, oo
ing down, crashed throngh the g

the living room, everything me
being washed away. Suppliﬂ

destroyed and the tanks flooded
salt water. —Northwest Magagine, -

An Eye to the Main Change.

The Philadelphin Record 4ells
eareful eitizen who refuses o wn
the middle of thé street wheu th
walks are slippery, beoanss
shounld slip down and susbal
jury on the sidewalk he oox
damages from the oity, whi
not if he was wulkmg in 4
the ntreet :

Japan I« aloig
fornia, haviugs

while the Am .

bined with colors and oils by s seeret

sides Italy and Canada, but the fibers

as the substance becomes bebter
known and more ased it will be atil

Rock to investigate the damage to the'
light from the recent hurricane, The

The report stated that the hurricans = =
was the worst ever experienced onthe' =
const. Mountains of water dashed L
agninst the rock on which the light

Jight rendered useless. The force of

feet above the water. At one Md o

require theatres to mee an asbestos

is knit iuto mittens for workers ir
Goldsmiths usa«s

Montana. A good mine of asbestos i :

clothed in snits made from asbestos

An Astoria (Oregon) dispatoh ml' Y _,.,,‘

5}

*J

chief keeper sent his report to the

over the high walls, spending their =
force on the building, which trembled =
and rocked as if abont to fall intoths = =
A crash of glass |

against the oumter glass, which pros !

were all broken and the lenses ruined, 3




