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It was thenight after the terrible day
at San Juan, and Private George Mor-
ton of the regunlars was doing picket
duty on the heights. Not mueh to make
# story ont of, for after the exciting
events of that day, ever to he memor-
able in our history, anything else that
can ba told must seem simple and com-
mounplace. But to Private Morton
there at his post by the desertedl
trenches it was destined to be even
more eventful than the scenes he had
just beeu throngh.

+ Ever since the landing of his regi-
m=nt, two days before, the mowments
had been filled with excitement aud
rough work that left little time for
thought. But Private Morton, ns a

ggperal rnle, was not much given to
tlought. A private ‘in the regular
y must be made into a part of one
gplendid fighting wmachine., So Pri-
ate Morton was content to do his
duty and let the officers do the think-
ing.

Thongh apparently not over 30
years of age, he was now serving his
gsacond term of eulistment and had
seen enough of unctive service in the
Indian campaigns in  Arizona and the
Bad Launds to make war for him no
novelty. He was connted a good sol-
dier, andl he knew by heart all the
“‘rules of war'" by which the sharp
discipline of the regular army is en-
foreed.

But tonight it seemad to the soldisr
that the burdens of the service were

“gpore than ordinavily oppressive. For
?t?rlv 48 honrs he had beeu on con-
grant duty, without rest or respite,
inarching thl ough the tropical rain,
walding streams, plodding in the mud,
fighting, famishing; for in all that mad
rush of the precading days there had
been no time for rest and hardly a
thought for food and drink, for even
the regulnrs had canght the infection
and were wearly as reckless and im-
provident as the less diseiplined and
thonghlless volunteers. The one
thing to do was to possess that Span-
ish line before it conld be reinforced
and before the dreaded fever should
thin their own r1anks. It was death
«<in front, but just as certain death
was stalking in the rear. And
during those last two days there lud
{been no rest from dunty, no mo nent in
which to cateh a little sleep or relieve
the muscles or mind from the tervible
strain. The line hal bean won and
now must be guarded from surprise
and recapture,

In detailing the guavd for that iwp-
portant service there were no fresh
men from whowm to select; the fatigue
of two days' constant marching aud
fichting could be no exenseelse there
gonld be no guard, for all were egually
worn and exhansted. When Private
Morton heard the orderly sergeant
call his name a4 one of the detail for
guard duty he had jost flung himself
down on the rain aud blood soaked
ground beside a dead Spanish soldier,
There had been uo time to select n
resting place; the tired lHmbs Lad re-
fused duty the moment discipline was
relaxed, anl he had fallon almost as
a demdl man theve among thereally
dead. with all his accoutrements still
strapped abont him and firmly grasp-
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ing liis heavy army rifla. But with
the calling of his name the habit of
discipline returned, and he was

promptly on his feet to form one of
the little squad that marehed away
into the growing darkness toward the
front for sentinel duty.

He was stationad in the shadow of
a few closely growing trees, just be-
yond the now deserted trenches lately
so stubbornly defended by Spain's
bravest soldiers, with orders notto
expose himselfin the open, but to note
the lenst movement or sound from the
direction in which the enemy had re-

( trestad, for it was deemed yery likely
that a night attack might be attempted
for the recovery of the hill,

For a short time after his compan-
jons laft him Privats Morton did not
give much attention to himself. He
followed, first with his eves, then by
the ear, the movements of the little
band, as gnard after guard was placed,
and tried to keep in mind the location
of the difprent men, It was no new
work for him to be on guard,and there
was no special novelty to him in the
gitnation. War was war, whether in
Cuba or Arizona. He knew that
across that dark caryon, concealed by
the darkuness and the thick growth of

fmber, was the Spanish line and that

y moment a flight of Mauser bullets
might come in his dirgetion from out
those dim shadows, or even a line of
yelling Spaniards spring from the
jungle down thersa little way below
him and come chargingup to bear him
and his comrades back from the hard-
earned fleld. Buat he had been in
eqnally bad plnces bafore and did not
know what it waz to fear anything in
the shape of foe. He knew the im-
[mll"lln g of his task, the perils it in-
volvad and the cousequences of fail-
ure

Bui nuw

the new-fonnd strength

that .'!L.c- to hima when called Lo this
pow (Mk began gradually to fade away, |

and he could realize liow tired and |
faint he was, He could easily conunt
up lhis rations for the last two days—
just five hardtack, soaked in muddy
water, in all that time, and as for
sleep, when he came fo think of it he
did not believe that he had had any,
unless, perhaps, he had slept awhile
between the fighting and the detail for
guard duty.

How tired he was now and how he
wonld like te sleep! No, that was
too risky, It meant death to be caught
asleep. He conld stab a hole through
his shoe with his bayonet and wound
his foot; the pain mustawaken him,
Somebow, the blood felt so warm and
comfortable there—was he going to
sleep after all? He took a cartridge
from his belt and bit it savagely till
he broke a tooth, and his mouth filled
with blood; but he let it run down his
face and across his blouse, with no
eare for the pain or relief from that
tarrible call of overstrung nerves for
rest in sleep.

How long Private Morton fonght
this terrible battla with himself—a
battle more dreadful than any on that
bloody field the day bLefore—we can-
not tell, It seemed ages to him; it
might hiave been only the latter part
of his time of duty, but at last the re-
lief was coming. He conld not le
mistaken—that was the sound of his
approaching deliverance—yes, there
was the head of the line within 50 yards
of bim, Now Li could sleep. “‘O!
how tired I am; how blessed this
sleep!"

And so they found him, sound
aslesp at his post. It might have
been for amoment; it might have been
for two hours, Asleep he was, at any
rate, when velief arrived. His post
was the most important on the whole
line, and its sentinel asleep! How
conld they know he had fonght so
hard to keep nwake—and he had only
fallen as they were at hand? "They
had found him so, and it was death,
He knew that. He had not lLeen in
the servica six years to forget that,
There wus no excnga that wonld save
# sentinel from death who fell asleep
at his post in time of war and in the
face of the enemy. As the grim faces
of the men that fell in sbout him to
take him to the guardhouse showed no
sign of compassion, so Morton real-
ized that he econld expect none from
any quarter, bunt mnst sufler the full
penn!ty of his crime,

It did not oceupy much time, his
trial and conviction. The days were
too busy far that —those days before
Santiago, between El Cavey,San Juan
and the surrender,

They were grim and powder-black-
gned, with torn and faded nniforms,
that group of officers qunickly ealled
together for court-martial, but they
wera stern and just. The evidence
was clear—there was no defence—the
sentence brief. Private Morton for
sleeping on post was to beshot to
death,in the presence of his regiment,
the following day at noon. The action
of the court-martial had been approved
by the eommander,and but a few ahort
hours remained for the eondemned
man between this and another world.

In the old San Juan blcckhonse,
that served as a prison now, lay Private
Morton, stretched on the rongh floor
and covered with his blanket, There
was time enongh to sleop here, and
that sleep whicli seemed 8o precious
but a short time ago,and which wounld
finally cost him his life, why wonld it
not come to him now and shut ont the
awfal rvenlities of his position? Why
could he not stop thinking for a mo-
ment and sleep? Perhaps it would
come 1f he wonld only turn on the
ofher side. No, that foot pained too
badly. Why did it not pain encugh
to keep him awake that dreadful
night—when was it,a year ago or only
last night? He could not tell, for he
had lost all sense of time. Was he
going crazy? It was not such a dread-
ful thing to die. He had faced death
n thousand times and was not afraid
of that. During that charge up the
hill the lientenant had ealled to him,
“Private Morton, cut these wires."
He was not afranid then, but had
atepped out of the brushinto that hor-
nets’ nest of lead and with his nippers
cnt every wire befors he left—and not
a bullet hit him, thongh the lienten-
ant and eight or ten other men fell
dead befors they got through the gap
he had made. Perhaps he bore a
charmed life, and they might not hit
him when they came to try to kill
bim next day. It was the disgrace of
it all, thongh. “In the presence of
his regiment''—thathad been the sen-
tence, and the disgrace of standing
before his comrades, condemnped for
neglect of duty, he, Private Morton,
who hind served six yesrs in his regi-
ment and Liad pever s mark aguinst
liis nnme befora, "T'his was worse than
death., If he could only sleep a little
while and forgaet that part of it. But
that tooth would persist in paining
so, and one ragged point kept entting
his tongue and filing his mouth with
bilood that ahnost choked him at tizoes,
g0 that o sleap would come,

With such feverish fancies du‘l the
night pass away, and then the brief
forenoon seemed all too short, They
would come for him in a few moments,
and he wounld march out and meet his
doom before the whole regiment. Who
wouhl come, and who wonld be told
uﬂ' for the firing party? He hoped
they would be good shots. “‘Reddy”

| James wonld surely be one; he was al-
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‘sition,

ways on every special detail, and that
bristling red moustache wounld be sure
to stand out stiffer than ever today.
‘Mealy”' Mason would be another,
He was the man the sergeant always
detailed to shoot the sick and disabled
horses the summer they were up in
the Bad Lands, But befors he could
count up any more the lieutenantcame
to inform him that the time was up
and he must march to the place of ex-
ecution.

It strunck him as a little peculiar
just then that no chaplain had been
sent to help smooth
the grave; butit did not give him
much concern, as he never had much
ase for a ehaplain anyway, and all the
boys knew 1t. Another thing seemed
queer. Had he not seen the lienten-
ant fall there at the barbed-wire fence
with & bullet throngh bis head? DBut
here he was and didl notseem to be
any the worse for it, only his face
was terribly white and ghastly, and &
great splash of blood almost coverad
his once white ganuntlet. Now he came
to think of it, “Mealy” had fallen at
the fefice with the whole side of his
head torn away, so after
uot be one of the firing party. He
wondered if his mother would know
of his disgrace and if she would be
there. He remembered now that he
had lieard her voice singing ““Rock of
Ages'" some time last night, just as
she nsed to when he was a little chap
and she sang him to sleep at night.

The oflficer started to read some-
thing from a large roll of manuseript,
but stopped with a scowl. “You
know what it {8," he said; “forward,
march!"” And Private George Morton
took his blanket from the Hoor,rolled
it up properly as became a United
States regular and followed his lisu-
tenant to the scene of his death.

He began to wonder how it would
feel to be hit; whetherhe shonld know
anything about it and how long it
wonld take to die, He watched the
firing squad as it slowly filed into po-
He connted them as they
wheeled into place. One, two, three,
four, five, six, and the ofiicer. Why
did it take so many to kill a man?

It seemed to takea long time to
get everything ready, though perhaps
his thoughts were ruuning alittle more
rapidly than usual, One thing bronght
him satisfaction—there wounld be
plenty of time to sleep after it was all
over,

His imagination must be playing
him false again, else how was it that
he saw the white, agonized face of his
mother there, breaking through that
solid line of Dlue on the right? He
wanted to rush to her and tell her it
was all o dream, that he wonld not be
hnrt, but Le could not bring Lis
limbs to obey his will, and then in a
moment the stern, fixed faces of the
men in front brought back with sick-
ening force the reality and awfulness
of it all,

It muat come to an end some time.
Yes, the officer at the head of the
squad bad stepped a pnes forwnrd, and
a command was given that he could
not underatand, but the guns were
lowered withia jerk; auother command,
and with o jerk and elang the guns
came to ‘‘aim" and all seemed point-
ing directly into his eyes,

There was o flash, but he could hear
no report, Wonld these bullets never
comsa, or must he stand there through
all eternity waiting for the end? Could
they have missed him? Perhaps he
was dead already, Death had come
with the flash, and death was not so
different from life after all. Then—
“Yes, I am hit, after all!" Lhe shonted,
grabbing frantieally at his left arm,
which suddenly seemed a mass of
molten iron, **Of all those guns only
ona was loaded, and that has taken off
my arm."

Dazed and stupid from sleep and
pain, lie opeued his eyes to see the re-
lief still some 20 yards away, but mov-
ing with the brisk swing of the regn-
lars to his post. His left arm seemed
on fire yet, but he managed to hrmg
his gnn into position and challenge in
the usual manner,

“How is this?'" esaid the officer.
“Wounded? It must have been that
shot that just came from across the
canyon,” “*Yes, I believe I'm struck
a bit,"” said Morton, *‘but it don’t
amount to much, and I'm mighty glad
to get out of this hole even if my arm
is broke. It's a sight better than hav-
ing the whole six in my carcass.”

With those rather unintelligibla
words Private Morton “fell in™ and
marched away to his quarters,

After the surgeon had fixed np his
arm it was some time before lhe conld
reconcile his mind t» dreaming so
much in the time it took that relief to
march 30 steps,

How sweet it war to sink down al
last npon that glorious conch, his army

blanket and the muddy ground; to
feel the drowsiness oreeping deli-
ciously through his very soul; to

smile with contempt at the futile ef-
forts his wounded arm was making to
keep him awake, asud at last to fall
soundly and raally asleep!—Overland
Monthly.
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FRESH BEEF FOR MANILA

PROBLEM OF SUPPLYING IT TO OUR
TROOPS THERE SOLVED.

The REefrigerator Vessel Glacler and the
Novel Cargo She Carries — Flve or Six
Duys Required to Cool the Meat Suffii-
ciently — A Novel Defrosting FProcess,

Two million pounds of beef which
cavnot spoil has left New York for the
Philippives, states the Sun, All went
in one vessel for the feeding of the
navy and army engaged in operations
in and sround Manila.

The problem of sending fresh pro-
visions to the Philippines was much
greater than Cuba or Porto Rico pre-
vented. Two difficulties had to be
Overcomse, One was distance, the
was climate. The simple de-
viee of keeping the meat fresh by
placing it in yooms ecooled to 30 de-
zrees, which is sufficient for a short
trip and moderate climate, wounld be
nvsolutely worthless if attempted for
a long trip and the high temperature
throngh which a vessel must pass in
going to the Philippines. To overcome
the difienlty a ship specially built for
carryving fresh mutton from Australia
to England was purchased. She is
now the United States refrigervator
vessel Glacier.

She proved horself practical for that
work, and is therefore not even an

all e would | esperiment now {hat she has to do

similar

the United States
trcops ab Manila, The navy depmit-
ment advertised for sealed bids for
between a willion and a half and two
million pounds of prime beef for the
eargo of the vessel last month, The
contract was awarded. Experiments

work for

| as to the shrinknge in weight of frozen

| per cent.

| whole substance of the meat

meat were made, proving that there
was not more than one-quarter of 1
loss in the process of freez-
teats showed that the
must re-

ing. These

| main in it or there would have been

far greater logses in weight., Orders
were then dispatched to the western
ageuts of the company to which
the contract was let to purchase 28,000
of the wvery best stall-fed beeves.
These were loaded on 100 of the best
eattle cars and shipped to New York.
Here they were unloaded, kept for a
few days until they had recovered en-
tirely from the trip and then slangh-

tered. Each animal was carefully ex-
amimed, sud if found in any way
| defective was rejected, As each car-

cass was passed it was hurriedly gquar-
tered and slid into the refrigerating
room, where, hanging ou hnge hooks,
it was gradnally coolad., Tests had
heen made here also fo ascertain how
long it would take these quurters to
freeze throngh to the bone.

It was at first thoaght that when
submitted to a temperature of
15 degrees only 72 or 90 hours at most
would be necessary to freeze the meat
through so hard that & kuoife could not
be pushed into it Experiments
proveld that from five to six days were
needed lor absolnte certainty, so all
of the 2,000,000 ponunds of heef have
been frozen fo- six days before being
loaded ou the Glacier.
of testing the freezing is itsalf inter-
esting. A brace and bit is used, just
as if you were going to bore a hole
intoc an oak door to put on the
hinge-. At firat the bit is sunk only
four inches in the thick lindquarter,
It is «drawn oub, anl then a small

| thermometer like those nsed by phy-

|
|
|

sicinns in tuking the temperatore, is
insertod. It is left in g few minutes,
and when drawn out shonld show a
temperature of sbout 20 degrees,
Then the hole is bored deeper, going
right to the bone; the thermometer is
again inserted, and if it again regis-
ters 20 degrees it is certain that the
quarter is frozen throngh,

After the first lot of 250,000 pounds
was well frozen, the task of loadihg
ln‘gan The engines of the refrigerat-
ing apparatus on board ship had been
at “nrk thie pipes running all around
the sidaes, the bottom and top were
heavily coated with frost, If you
wanted to go in there yvon had to
wear a heavy overcoat. It was arctic

and was meant fo be. Night after
night the work went on, 250,000
pounds of beef being packed away

each night,
tor cars for transportation across the
river not one of the quarters of beef
was exposed to the air for more than
ten minutes.

At Manila a tremendous refrigera-
tor storehouse is now being completed
for receiving the cargo of frozen beelf,
It will not be exposad to the tropical
heat of the Philippines for many
minutes—ounly long enough to put it
into the refrigerator rooms, Nor will
it be delivered to the vavy and army
immediately, for if this frozen meat
ware allowe:l to thaw out suddenly in
that terrific heat it wounld not be in the
best condition for consumption. There
is a defrosting srrangement in the
Manila refrigerating storerounse, It
15 a series with gradnally
rising tempe! The ilvat
is kept nb o tamperntnre of 20 degrees

of rovms

ntures, TGOIn

and then gradually raiged to 35 de-
grees, The second starts at 38 de-
fgraea ;‘llhl carries the 't.t_'-:n] aratnre up

to 45 degreas, and thus the proeess of
defrosting continnes, gradually ~-is

the ment fo f the

ing

the temperatnre

normal careass, In this way the fia-
voring juices of the Deuf are priserved,
#0 Lhat Tonst beef will taste as if the

| others

ox had been killed only a day or twao
before,

When it is remembered that the
trip to Nanila from New York will
ocenpy ten weeks, even thongh the
Glacier goes by way of theSuez Canal,
it can be easily understood that any-
thing less than freezing the ment
would not preserve it. Beef is shipped
to Europe unirozen, being kept at a
temperature of about 36 degrees, and
arriving in good condition, but the
trip is a short oneand the temperatnre
of the air is moderate, but only afreez-
g temperature will preserve meat
properly for so long a time as ten
weeks, especially when the vessel has
to pass theough the Mediterranean
and the Red seas, the Indian and Pa-
vitic oceans. The Glacier will stop
only four times for coal and water be-
fore reaching Manila. In fact this is
the only element of risk in the entire
trip. The only possibility of any mis-
bap lies in the breaking down of her
machinary or the giving onut of coal
and water. Everyprecantion has been
taken in these particulars, for the
vessel has jnst come out of dry dock,
where she received a thorough over-
hauling from stem to stern, and all
arrangements for getting coal and
water at Port Baid and other conling
stations have been perfected.

It is the first time that frozen meant
has been shipped in any such quan-
tity anywhere in the world. The

[ pains were taken to make this trip a

| rending by electrie lights,
| ont-of-doors.

The method |

stuccess are warranted by the antici-
pation that it is by no means the last
load of fresh beel whieh the Glacier
will have to take to Manila. Even
though Aguinaldo surrendersprompt-
ly, the army avd navy will have to re-
main in the Philippines for many
years to cowme, and the Glacier will
solve the problem of furnishing fresh
and nourishing meat.

An Ounce of I‘lll\fohliou.

The high death-rate among econ-
sumptives revealed by statistics easily
accounts, if nothing else could, for the
increased interest recently shown in

the question of cures, and of hygenic |

mensures for combating the ravages
of this painful malady. Not many
weeks sinca an nccount was given of a
meeting held in the city of London,at
which the Prince of Wales presided,
and of adiscussion of some of the ways
and means by which the dangers of
contagzion might be averted.
Nothing is more difficult,
knew, than convincing invalids that
fresh nir is inportant—that it is vital
to their well-being,in fact, Consump-
tives used to be kept in hot rooms,
from which all cold air was excluded.
Now they are made to sit ont-of-doors,
even at night, with the thermometer
four degrees below zero—wrapped in
furs, of course, but playing games or
They dine
And, more than all, in

some cures, they are taught not to

congh. *“‘People of refinement," one
doetor is reported as saying, “‘do not
geratelh themselves in publie, This

tickling sensation of your throat is
really an itching; it wonld be as in-
delicate to relieve yourself by cough-
ing as to scrateh yourself in the pres-
ence of others, "

Heroic as these measures seem, and
startling as the insistence,on wsthetio
grounds, of the impropriety of cough-
ing, certainly few of us can abstain
from wishing that fresh air and the
self-control which consideration for
inspires might be preached
even among those whose maladies are
of o less serions character.—Harper's
Bazar.

Treas in Paris,

There are some things that the
French do infinitely better than the
English, and one of them is the em-
bellishment of their capital city. No
absolnte reason exists why London
should not be as cheerful and beanti-
ful as Paris. The difference in cli-
mate is small, and it is not wholly to

{ the advantage of the Irench metrop-

| olis.

By the use of refrigera- |

| trees, which

Aud if money could be a con-
sideration, there is guite ns munech of
that commodity in London as in Paris,
Statistics, however, which have jnst
bean published, throw an ivteresting
ray of light ou the cost of ke ping
Paris. bright and attractive. It ap-

‘pears that the title of ville lumiere is

not ay well earned as one might imag-
ine, seeing that there are but 52,460
lanterns, more than half of whieh
have but one burner each. The
boulevards aud avenues are ornament-
ed with 86,400 trees, which is no medi-
ocre feat to necomplish, considering
the inhospitable unature of the soil
They are, to a large extent, plain
have been found more
suitable than most other kinds. There
are, however, no fewer than 14,500
chestnut trees, whereas the number of
elms is still greater by a hundred.
Their maintenance costs, in round
numbers, 67,000 a year. There are
8300 seals in the trees and squares,
which cost the weary foot passenger
nothing, and a very large number of
supplemontary chairds which can be
had for two cents. —London Tele-
graph.
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BCIENCE AND

INDUSTRY

The most serious epialemic of trichl
posis on record happened in 1865, In
the little town of Hedersleben, in
Saxony, a butcher killed three hogs
and made them iuto sansages, They
were eaten by a large numbet of the
inhabitants of the little town, Sew-
eral hundred persons fell desperately
ill and over one hundred died.

The record in steel rail making is
claimed by the south mills of the
Illinois Steel company, South Chicago,
Ill,, which recently rolled 1310 touns in
n 12-hour run, It is stated that the
| best previous record for the same
period of time was 1301 tons, and this
record wos also made by the same
mills, The men engaged in the record
breaking run were not selected for
the ocension, but comprised, it is
stated, the regular night shift,

Dr. Koeppe notes that distilled
water is decidedly deleterions to pro-
toplasm, absorbing from the same
saline constituents and swelling its
lissue even to the extent of destroy-
ing the vitality of the cells. Distilled
wiater has a similar action on the cells
of the stomnch, producing in some
cases vomiting and catarrhal troubles,
He concludes that the toxie property
of certain glacier and spring water is
due to its absolute purity, which also
explains why the sucking of ice and
drinking of glacier water sometimes
canses stomach derangement,

The Digboi oil wells, situated in
remote cormer of Assam, turn
ont, with their present small re-
finery and plant, twelve hundred
candles daily, and shounid, in the
course of a few years, be capable of
meeting any demand for oil and wax
that is likely to arise. Recent drill-
ing operations, indeed, afford coneclu-
sive evidence that the territory may be
made to yield at least five hundred
thousand gallons a month of petro-
lenm of excellent guality, The spee-
[ tacle of four jets sponting black oil to
‘ a height of 70 feet supplies a striking
pieture of the resources of these wells,
The oil falls into a natural reservoir,
one end of which is artificially dammed
up, and the supply is considerably in
excess of the eapacity of the existing
refinery to work off.

a

Flexible films have recently been
employed inspectroscopie photography
with considerable success, and are
particularly valuable when unsed with
| Inrge coneclave gratings, whose foeal
planes are somewhatenrved., Sir Nor-
man Lockyer, nsing a Rowland grat-
ing, with 20,000 lines to the inchrnled
on its surface, and having a radius of
| 21 1-2 feet, has recently made a num-
ber of photographs 30 inches inlength,
comparing the are spectrum of iron
with the spectrnm of the sun. Itis
believed that the nse of films will
facilitate the making of photographs

at the next solar eclipse, as the ease
| with which they may be shifted will

enable the operators to make an in-
1 creased number of exposures in the
| all too short time available, Even
after careful practice and experiment-
ing by two expert photo-astronomers,
it was only possible to secure ten pho-
tographs of the chromosphere at the
beginning and end of totality at the
last eclipse, and improved apparatus
| is now being designed, which, by the
| use of films, will greatly increass the
number of exposures and offer more
data for researches in this department
of astronomy.

A Novel Bleyele Bullway.

‘“The greatest novelty in the way of
8 bieycle railway,” observed an oﬁ
cial of the naval observatory, ‘‘runs
between Smithfield and Mount Holly,
N. J., a distance of about three miles,
|' The fave for the ride is five cents, bus

each passenger has to work his own
transportation, It is simply a one-
truck road, about the height of the
second rail in the ordinary country
fence, Indeed, it seems as if one waa
viding on the top of a fence. Tre-
mendous bursts of speed caunot be
mude on it for the reason that it is
quite dangerons to go as fast as yom
can, for there are breaks in the rail at
a half dozen places, or at least places
where there would be breanks if the
gates wers not closed. There or fonr
country ronds oross the rail at differ-
ent points, The bicycle unsed is of
special build, and besides having the
wheel which takes the rail, bas two
smaller ones below, which run along
on either side of the lower rail of the
fonce, thus keeping the bicycle on the
fence rail. There is but one track,
and when parties meet one has to ged
off and wake his machifie from the rail
so as to lat the other pass, Notwith-
i standing this aud other peculiarities
| of the road, it pays, and in sammer
time pays handsomely., Besidea three
miles of country, a wide river and
threa lurge streams are traversed, via
a single-rail bridge. " —Washington
Star, o

She Wus ["andoring.
Mrs. Wilson—What ave you think-
ing ao intently about, Mary?

Ira. Gilson (slowly) =T was just try-
ing to decide whether My, Gilton was
piore elogqnent in declaring his undying
passion for e belore our marriage ot
escuses for his shortcoms

-Somerville Jonrnak

i making

‘ ings ofterward. -




