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There wis an un

was ot

of sorts,
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expression  closely

approaching a scowl upon |
as she gazed |

her rresh, young face
moodily from the kitehen window upon
a scene bright with the glitter of sun-
light upon fresh-fallen suow. An open
letter lay upon her lap. MMer mother
glanced ot bher anxiously from time to

I time on her short journeys to and fro
from kitehen to pantry, and at last
#aid gently:

“I am sorry about your disappoint-
ment, dear, but 1 suppose it could not
be helped.”

“It is all Helen's selfishnes<.”™ hurst
out Mabel, hotly. *“She promised last
summer to spend Christmas with me,
and now becanse she has bhad an iu-
vitation that sults ber better she ac-

! cepts it, no matter how I feel”

1 Mabel thought of the rows of mince
and pumpkin ples on  the pantry
shelves, the plump turkey waliing to
be stuffed, the numerous other dainties
preparved for the Christmas holidays,
and of the zest and energy with which
she had swept and dusted, putting the
house in perfect orvder from c¢ellar to
| attie, even to decorvating the pictures,
| and every available with
greens, hoping to make the old farm-
house attractive to  her fastidious
guest. Evervthing was done. even to
the stoning of the raisims for the plum
pudding. =he was aroused from her
reverie by her mother's volee, saying;

“Well, 1 declare, it there isn't Maria
Choreh plowing through the suow,
with & market basket on her arm, 1
know it must be heavy the way she
carries it. Hob,” to her =ow, who had
just come in, “if the team is still ther
and the load off, go after Miss Church
and drive her howme, It's enough to
kill her to ger her skirts =0 drabbled.”

“All right, Muz," said the good-nn-
tured Rob. “Come ualong, and
don’t git mooning there any longer”

They soon overtook the solitary spin-
xter, who ejaculated with gratifyving
emphasis:

“For the land that
Rob Gifford? 1 guess I'm in luck this
time,” and depositing her trembling
form upon the board with a sigh of
supreme satisfaction.

After driving a couple of miles they
stopped before a small frame house
of forlorn and dismal aspect, doubtless
owing in part to itg aloofness from
neighbors.

“Wait here until I come back.”
Rob. “I'm going to drive over to see
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speek of dust could be seen anywhere,
Rugs and mats of all sizes, shapes and
were adl  there,
seemingly for adornment pather than
s

“They're hern,” whispered Mabel's
companion, noticing the gzirl’'s  eyes
fixed upon them., By “bher” Mabel un
derstood Miss Chureh to mean the sls-
ter who had lived with her and had
died a year before,

“Martha had a wonderful gift that
way,” she continued. “It's surprisin’
what she could do right out of her
bead. They're all her make, 1 never
had no taste for it.”

Mabel murmured something inaudi-

celors spread  hiere

[ and ¥ hope that you will do me the
kindness to come in her stead. Please
do not disappoint me, Your sincere
friend, MABEL GIFIORD.™

Miss Church was sitting at the win.
dow, with bher steel-rimmed speeta-
cles astride her nose and her Bibie in
her lap, when Rob drove up. Curlosi-
ty quickly brought lier to the door,
Utter amazement was depicted upon
her countenance when she had read
the note.

“Merey me!” she sald, “1 don’t see
what the child wants of me. But if
it"s a-goin® to Be any disappointment
my not goin,” why I'm a-goin® to go,”
aud she put on her wiraps without an-
other word.

Mabel devoted hersell o her guesi,
who enjoyed the day immensely, She
was interested in everything—Mabel's
fancy work, Mrs, Gifford's recipe for
ginger cake, Rob's aceount of how he
caughi the mink that had been robbing
hiz henroost, and Mr. Gifford's politi-
eal views. It was intelligent intevest,
too. with a toneh of guaint humor thit
made her compiany very agreeahle,

“1 had no idea that Maria Chureh
wias 2o well informed,” sabd Mrs, (il-
“ord 1o her husband, discussing ber
afterward,

“Nhe's just ke her father, old John
Church—shrowd, honest  and  plain
spoken,” said Mr. Gifford,

The dinner was pronounced o greal
| snecess by Miss Church, whose opin
[ fon was of value from the fact that
she was a judege of good cookery, anid
wias never kuown to pay uvundeserved
compliments. The ervowning part of
ihe day's pleasure was the Christinas
tree entertainment in the ehnreh in the
evening., She beamed on the minister
when he made the customary remarks,
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Lle as she contemplated the works of
art before her.  Seroll work of extra
ordinary design, bougquets of wonder
inl Howers of enormous size and paln-
ful colors, and aniwals anud bivds of
d=tonishing propoviions

“It must be very, very lonely {or
youn," said Mabel with peady sy
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BRINGING HOME THE CHRISTMAS TREE

Stiwell for Harper's Bazar,)

Pratt, o yellow-haired tot, sereamed
with delight over the huge doll pre-
sented to She was nearly worn
ot with aud  pleasare
when the evenlog was over. amd said
to Mabel when putting on her weaps

T

excilement

to ke her home.
“I'm real glad 1
You,
lite,”
“I am so
Clinecdn 1

didn’t

and Mabel nuswered earnestly:
glad you didn’t, Miss
never Lad a nicer Chreisg-
mas either, and ' coming to see
octen i you will let me”
“Come along, wmy dear,” said
Churell, heartily,  “The oftener

you

Miss

1

while Rob was getting the horse ready

l

amd rejoiced andibly when Jittle Polly |

|
i
1

chisappolnt |
I never bad a betver titge inmy |

the !

you, Rob% Whatever is the matter
with the boy. 1 guess he's got the
high-strikes, Good-night.”—Chicago
Record-Hernld.

St. Nick by Automobile.

Good old SBaint Nick comes to one of
the up-town stores this holiday season
in a sadly anpoetic velhiele. ‘There will
e no clatter of lgut hoofs or jingle
of sleighbells to mark his passage over
rooftops o that vieinity on the night
before Christmas.  No wicked ciiil-
dren, who lie nwake to eateh him, will
hear that jolly old volee nrging on
Dashier amd Prancer, Donner awd Blit-

"wen, and all the rest of the famous old

founr-times-fonr-in-hand team. In other
words, reindecr as a8 molive power are
ont of date, and the metropolitan San-
ta Clans comes 1his year in an auto-
Nar iz this all of the new rev-
The =tore’s decoraiors have

mohile,
clatiow.

pletnred Kriss as coming, strange o
say, from a southerly direction and
not out of the roxen norih, as he used
to appear to i1he watchful parental
tves of generations gone by, His new-
fapgled vehicle geems to follow a route
that lles over the hills of Staten Island
aud) JURt touchs g Roalier: of Sontl
Brooklvn befoie it leads up toward
Liherty's litile jsland and the sky-
gerapers of Manhiartan, To the youth-
ful “higlier crities™ of the Chvistmas
saiut, these disclosnres onght to fur-
nish new material for veflection.—XNew
York Sun,

In Santa's Doll Faclery.

ITe prepares to make glad the hearts
oi weod little givls,

BRINGING THE CHRISTMAS TREE
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All Alike.
Fushand—"Do you think we can af-
fomd fo give awny so mipy Christmas
tiresents, dear?”
Wile — *that's no

B '.'I-]."

argmment. The
i who give us presents can't af-

ford I, either,"—1"ack.
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New Enterprises That Are Enriching
Our Favored Section.

A Sheet=Steel Mill.

Additional impetus will be given the
increasing industrial importance ot
Cumberland, Md., and its vicinity by
the equipment of the steel-sheet miil
which has been definitely annonnced
during the week, The new plant will be
established by the Maryland Sheet &
Steel Co., just incorporated under
New Jersey laws with capital of 100,
000, and the mills annual capacity

will be 9,000 tons of sheet steal. The
Crucible Steel CoJs plant in 5outh
Cumberland has been purchased At
$65,000, and will be remodeled and

improved with modern muochinery to
comprise the new plant. Howanrd H.
Dickey is president and manacer;
Harry B, Weber, secretary, and A, I
Baumgarten o Pittsburg, Pa., is vive-
president and purchasing ageunt.
Mining Transfer.

According to a dispatch friom New

York, the Norfolk & Western Railroud

o, has mwade arrangements to oon.
trol the Interests of the Pocalonins
Coal & Coke Co., and will purehase
the property of the company lor 326.-
000,000, payving this amount fn 4§ per
cent. bonds ol the Norfolk & Weidorn

syatem. The Pocahontas Coul “'o, 1
presents a combination of mining pro.
perties in West Virginia, recentiy re
ferred to in the Manufacturers' HRe-
cord. 1t is understood that the Nog-
folk & Western will conduct its oror
ations through a subsidiary orgunizas

tion. The property is estimated to
contain  about 300,000  acres of copl
land.

l'o Enlarge Plant.
A dispateh from Parkershucg, W,
Va., states that the Parkersbuarg lron
& Steel Co. has contracted for the
erection of an important addition to
its large steel mill, now nearing com-

pletion. The addition is to be a [ rge
mill to invelve the expenditure  of
abhout $100,000, Messrs, Wm B.

Scaife & Sons of Pittsburg, Pa., nave
contract to manufacture and erect
stroctural frawme  buoilding  fo! the

plant,

Textile Notes,
Mr. George B, Hiss of Charlistie, N

., has been eclected chairman of (he
board of governors of the Soutlhern
Cotton Spinners' Association in place

of Mr. D. A, Tompkins, who has oc-
cupled that position since the organi-

zation of the association. Mr. lliss
has bheen identified with it as =socre-
tary, and has rendered valuable sep-
vice as suech to the association and
the textile industvies generally of the

Sonuth,

A similarity of titles caused an er-
ror in our recent mention of the con-

solidation of two knitting mils  at
Chattanooga, Tenn. 1t wits  1the
Ocoee Hoglery Mills of Chattanooea,
Tenn., and the Richmond Hosiery

Ga., two milos from
Chattanooga (and not the Richrmond
Spinning Co. of Chattanooga), that
consolidated. The plants will be con
tinued under the Richmond ukle

Mills of Rossville,

The court has ratified the sais of
the cotton-mill property of the treat
Falls Manufacluring Co. at Rocking.

ham, N. C., to D. L. Gore, recently
reported as having bid $37,245 for the
praperty. Mr. Gore is of Wilmingoon,
N. C., and it is sald that he inronds
to expend about $40.000 jor improving

the plant, and is to then put it in
operation, The spindles numier
4500 and the looms 154,

Atlanta (Ga.) Kuitting Mills Liaz (le-

cided to double the capacity of iis
plant by duplicating the present cauip-
meaent of machinery. Thig action was
taken at a meeting of stockholiers
during the past week., The mili now
has fifteen knitting machines, thirt
sewing machines, ete., in oporacion,
and finds its capacity inadequats {o
demagnds for the prodnet.

[t is announced that a contrac: has
been definitely closed securing “or o
cation' at Huntsville, Ala., the cortn
mill recently mentioned as propasedl.
This will be the teptk mill in the oitv,
and land for a €ite has been pur has

ed. Perticulars will be annn il
soo0n.
Lavorda (Ga) Cotton  Milla  will

double, it is reported, its plani of
2500 gpindles, which just began «jer-
ations some weeks ago. The prozent
building "would accommodate he in-

crease,

Messrs, J. Irwin Bitner and ! T,
Croggon ¢f Magerstown, Md. who
jcased the Valley Hoisery Mills at

Mechaniegburg, Pa., will remove thelr
machinery to Hagerstown, there to
enlarge the plant. A building will be
erected and machinery added fo in-
crease  capacity daily to 6500 dozen
puirg of hoplery. Lace goods and hine
hosiery will be manufactured.

William 1. Magee of New Tiorin
T.a., has addrezsed the Chambsy of
Commerce at El Paso, Texas, reiative
to estahblishing a knitting mili 2 Fl
Pasno, A $15.000 plant to word hoth
cotton and woolen yarns is coatem-
plated,

Dwight Manufacturing Co. of \lava-
ma City has commenced the era-t'n
of a onestory brick clothroom 100x1 86

feet and a cleth-storage room 3000
fect
ndeavors will be made for the
crection of w cotton factory ut 1a
Pare, Texas, 2nd G. T, Kepp! witl
| i the m ement.
. C. Glddin Jr . A,
mberg ang | W, Wood of | i 1 B
organize a von
Tor the eres ol ol A cortton ¢
ton (N, €.y Cotton Mill hn
dod npon an crense of capital 1qom
S100008 to S120.000 This cm THE A
werating oo pintlles on varn

production.
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