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NO. 1

With Lindis eves vou smile, and say

i your Im\ tlilli'-_.r.. vibrant way,
“Why spank of blame?

Bt life Lo me was gay, serene,

No pune or thowghs of might nave bee
Until vou came.

LAl

My plaeid life in ovdored yround
Passed without pussions, stie, or sotind;
But uuu. Wy eves in Yours have seen
gen,

MIGHT HAVE BEEN.

—_—— e

Laong vears ngo love smiled, and T

With kiss-tinped finger passed him by;
b “e;uul of fame.

Now with love's glowing, bitter b mu.d
Yet murniur “*Blame."

Allanine the blame; yvon could not know
Thpt i dear dreams ol long ago
1 tonched vour hair's soft auburn sheen,
And heard your wvoice—the might have
been.
¥rank Hird, in Country Life.

About, a Burglar,
an Inventor and a
Patent Time Lock

Ey GEORGE E. WALSH.

X" said the gontlemanly
burglar, * there Is one class
of men toal 1 oveaslonuliy
stnmble npon in iy wid-

-—rox*> uight work wich I prefer
to avort, An inventor is always an
unkpawn guanfity, and it s an uu-
pleasand insiness  tdnsacking  his
house.  He pright Ue as haruiless a5 a

child, or he might.prove more dizboli-
cally croel and cranky than an eseaped
nuatic. Only twice in my experience
five T met stieh charheters in thelr own
hemes. One was in o suburban house,
where overything geemed so casy that
I {ook my tlme about entering the open
windows: but after I had stepped in-
that there was something
wiong., 1 found the floor strewn with
il sorts of siviags and pipes awd eolls
of wire, whieh, when I stoppstl upon

fhemw, jongled and made all soris of
noises. .
“I mded to et oul of the window as

oo 48 possible. bat [ was so tied ap

in the wires aud steings that I tumbletd

twice,  They Abe ewner of the honse
appeared, aronscd by the Jangling
nolsts made by his infernal things.
Tlhierve whas o scene that nearly cost me
my Iife. 1 apéd, however, by tear-
inz around amohy the pipes and wires
unifl the man went down on hiz Knees
and begged me to desist. He offered

in his house i¥f I wou H
spave kis Invendon. I hoad entered his
workshop on the ground floor, and
every fooeistep of mine smashed some
of his precious things, What did 1 do?
Why, I acceptedhis apologies tor in-
terfering with my work, took his gold
wateh and spare czsh, and departed.
The last T saw of the inventor hie was
sonted on the floor wiringing bis hands
in agany over his broken toys, [ never
knew what invention he wns rying

me overyvithi

to wale, ot it was suech o queer sort
of infernal maching that I never wani
to-stumbie tpoo it again.

“Pho other instanee whore I paid ot
unexpeciod ¥izic to an invenior's home
was in New York The fellow wwas

gomgwlint of acrank I im % fn
he inventad gl :For the pleas [
i 11 i raboul his ocenpn
tiorn until I arvonsed hlm in the middle
X tumbling oves l"
thit ¢ of the floor
iy sl Mt ].l\l'
dacllut conditions,
do von frighten
T ay " e gsked, crossly. | i
had engugzh to rab i house \\'. ll it
waking e up by such nglses?
sEiny man who threws Lis shoss in
the middle of ihe iloor deserves o e
rudaiy w\\"«hn-nui 1 answerod, torning

up the &as to stady the man better, *]
DWe you no apology)’

Vol are wiung,' he answored, *YXon
da owe me an apelogy. If you had

shut jhe door of mg room behind you,

I might hoave accepted the sitsation.
But gny man whe will leave such a
dravght blowing on a slecping wan

dagerves to be—-

T accepl the comrection,” I replied,
hawing amdl stepping toward the door,
‘I will apologize and at the same time
vlose the door

“The pericet camposule of the man
had aroused my suspicions; and I di=
ereptly kopt my fnes towacd him avhile
1 Locked fowgrd the door and olosed

it. There was a click of the ook, and
the deor iustpged sharply against the
TR,

ioged it with o vory

"
bad #®ico

thes e,
you had

Hitle thotght ot
man gddes I
imme 1o exniain yon
voirsceil deal
5 w,'. As 1t W now, T
& mude lw situaion upe
3'-’1!.1: ol ©

with
the

hinve
Jem

..:.\.4 N e

n goodl

-

plegeaul To [ ax’”
‘f du not wnderstaoil,” X
more  nonplussed than ever Uy the

mou's words antd titude

1

ot |

inventsr I would not have o signal,

There is an antomatic dévice on the

oititer donr which would wiarn

] That cannot e discounocied so

| as tivg door 18 ¢losed.’ s

{. “For the first tine I began 1o fe

‘ssn:-- eroery, but 1 auswered

wi stuavity I 'could couiaund. in- |

what 18 T break down the dope? T ;

| only made of wood.' ; i
That wonid be impossible. 1t is|

four inenes (hick aAud made of stoul |’

ouk snd Is braced wlth steel ribs. | ©

111;:1:,-.'.‘1-..|

‘I suppose not, but your ignorapce
nek alter the fact. - I shall, how-
ever, sevk to enlighten you. Mo do so0
[ must go back somewhat in my story.
‘T'm an inventor by profession’—these

does

words made me shudder—‘and I am
just now ‘at work upon a very great
thing, 1t faet, it will prove a revole-

tion in some lines of trade. I mean io
invent a time lock which will prove
superior to any on the market to-day.
This loek will be of value in an infin-
ite variety of ways, but chlefly for use
on safes and bank- vaults. All that
you havesto do i2 to set it for a certain

length of time, and no earthiy power
¢an unloek it. You may blow up the
safe or vault, but the steel. bolts will
not move from their position. It will

remain Jocked cantil the time expires,
and then the steel spring will epen it
automatically.’

‘I lave met stell loeks in my work
befove) [ said, Impatiently; ‘but what
bas that to do with the present case?

“Wery mach, indeed. I you were
f  a diseemting nature you wotld
hate mnoticed the conncetion before
now. I have put the time lgek on that
door te test it. Every night 1 retire
atd lock the door, and no power can

putil 7 in the morning.’
nighty good protection
your wife,” I answered with a
bk why was the
entered?®

*Thai
night was so
would lepve

open it

A from
2rin,
door open when 1

also will T expinin. The
baot that I thought I
the door open. Besides,
my wife is away, visiting her mother.’

“*Now I understand. Then I am to
believe that I am locked in here with
you until 7 in the morning?

‘Ixactly, and that is the time the
private watchman raps on the outside

door to see if aill is well)

“ 1 see” T replied, smiing less pleas-
anfly. ‘But you would not dare sig-
nal te the watehman that you had n
burglar in your room. I weukl shoot
vou the $nst urf vou did so.’

‘' af you are (po hasiy. and
(o nor ul stand the life work of en

Nothing namite could Libw
it opon.’

‘But the windows? I continned, ‘I
Lave slid down the sides of houses be-
fore now wilh nothing but bed qulits
to support me.’

“Tho man sighed—there was no
taking that. He looked aimost pathet-
ically al me. and then said:

‘Um sorry te shatter another delun-
sion of yours, but that avenue of es-
cape is totally closed. It would mean
instant death te you. If you will no-
tice the fron grating at the windows
Yoil may guther my meaning, Those
small steel bars are charged with eolec-
trleiyy epough to kil a dozen mon. 1f
soit atterupled to ent them or pry them
apart yon would never live to 1ell tlh

short of Jdy

HITES

light. For some (Ime T logt my nerve
and stared helplessly at the inventor
before me. He looked so p'mw['f"tliv
sorry for me that I aimost laughed in
his face,

“ ‘Do not make light of it," he broke

reproachfully, ‘for no man shonid
look death or prison in the face with-
out sorrow and remorse. I =honld
think that your past deeds wonld—-"

*‘See here, old man,” 1 interrupted.”
may be shut up in o room with yvou all
night, but I'm not going o be lectured.
I'd rather do the talking if there's any
o be done.’

“‘Bat, sirv, 'm thiuking only your
wellare—of your =oul’'s safety in the
bereafter, I ghould like to reform you
and {urn you away from your path of
erime. We have six honrs togetlier be.
fore us, and il in that time [ could
convineeg youn——'

“You cannot,’
‘T wish to test and sleep, 1t
me more good than if—'

“You must be very far gone, indeed,
if you can slesp at such a time as this,
in all my experience with evhininals I
have vet found one whoe woenld
not—

out,

:—
il

T Interrapted riulely.

will do

hever

4y

“T sawned and stretched mysell on

the sofn oppodite him and closed my
eyes, CIf rou do not wish me to Lil
vou, pray be quliet. I Imave no need
for your sermoin.’

*‘Ah, you will speak differently |
some—but be careful how you streteh
yoursell on that sofn. It has a patent
spring invented by me which will |
make it close up with a chek amd suf-

focate you in a mwoment il you
aceidently touch the knoh.'
= What a confounded hele this room

is!" 1 exclaimed, jumping from the so-
fa apd standing in the mididle of the
roont. ‘Is there anyiiing else of your

invention in this vroom?
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A Strange Timeheeper.

A paturalist whiley, visiting G
Sangir. an> of isinnds in the
dion O¢ean krown as the ©
spiee Islaidds, fouilnl a
recordor in the bouse of o vajab.
bhottles wore firmly lashed together and

roat
In-

lehes o6

those

tine
Two

curious

tale. Nor even 1 with aill my skilt_at | fixed in a wooden frame, A quantity
mechinies and inventlon, could n»muw af hlack snnd ran from one battie into
throuzds the windows or tonch one of | the orher in just half an howr, and
the steel Dars of the crating, Your| when the upper bottle was anply the
only lope i= to reacly the basin of the| frame was reversed. e . short
hougs nud tittn o thoe switel, buk thns P 124 ekl avith peteies. DHivun one 1o
soetis HupossiDly until afeer T i (el twelve were bayEapon the =t Mg A
umh.lu-.:," hook was plaeod s Datywisen th

“L feli gow the perspiration Lreaking | boaving o of noteh corres
out on my forefitad, for 1 was undaishis | sponding 1o the bowr last struck nud
odiy ia o a trep docked Wp o o room e ope w by rack et ,l.'.' sorir
with the ongier of the hous eith no | annenneed the time Dy sivlkiag i
possible medns of csvape until day-!bours on a HrTe rong

should

fandd e

World’a Most Expert Swatcdsman,

The most expert swordsman. in the
worid {8 Lieutenant Barrett, ®. N.

One of his cleverest feats is to cut
in balves with a sword a bar of lend.
the ends of which rest on the bowle of
clay pipes smoked by two bluelackets.
With such care and preecision is the
feiat performed that the pipes are left
perfectly uninjured. A wvariation eof
the same irick is done by placing two

open razors, about one and one-hall
fert apart, with a thin strip of paper

Iaid between., Over the paper i8 placed
a har of lead which Licotenant Barrett
cuis through wiih one dexterous stroke,
leaving the paper intact and the razors
sianding up edgeways. He also clev-
orly performs the same feat by placing
the bar of lead on two glass tumblers
filled with water.

Lieutenant Barrelt is not only a good
swordsman himself, but he has taught
Ilis wife to use the sharp-edged blade
with almost equal dexterity as himself,
and the two often give capital enter-
tainments in public for deserving chari.
ties,

One of Mrs, Barrett's most daring
feais 18 to cut in halves with a sharp
sword a potato balanced on her hug-

band's neck, This feat geems decld-
edly rvisky when one realizes that the
slightest error of Jjudgment in the

stroke wonld probably prove fatat, but
Mr. Barrett has guch confidence in the
skill of his wife that he has
through the performance hundreds
thnes,—London Illustrated Mail,
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A Homely Consumption Cure.
Mrs, Wolle, the !uorlmy of the great

coneral, kept a comprehensive cookery
book, still preserved at Squerries Court,

Kent. One of her recipes was for “A
zood water for consumption.” “Take

a peck of garden snails,” says the pre-

dangerously contagious disease, Among
those who were once aflicted with it
and were ultimately lastingly cured
we count the brightest :;ﬁr,'js, the most
generous and truest hearts.  The Gors
mana poel  Goethe, own Peter
Cooper, the French poet Coppee, were
among them. The greatesi Germau
specialist, Eerman Brebmer,  who
eurad himsell and thousands of others
{rom this digensc; his two greatest con.
tesing and co-weorkers, still alive
ivee, Ik
Trudeau

ples of the

our

oraries

ttwweller in Germany and
arve ntl ox(

inell.

in Lthig countrs
highest type of
¢ heikwveen the
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NOVELS TO ORDER, o

How the Five and Ten Cent Thrﬂlcr‘
Are Made.

The task of putting info readabla
shape stirring tales about Jessé James,
Alkali Pete, Gentleman Jim, Wild
Bill, the Gold King, ¢he Boy Detective

and other heroes whose exploits thrill’

small boys, is not done by writers of
the same heroic and fire-eating type as
the characters portrayed. Men who
write such storles need principally a
fertile imagination, a eapacity for hard
work and the afnlny to turn out thow-
sands of words of readable stuff a day
to make them muccessful.

They have never rescued imperiled

maidens, tracked Indians and mur-
derers over deserts and monntain
trafis, or reeovered Jost fortunes.

Many of them have never séen a live
Indian or cowbov, have a bare speak-
ing acquaintance with the detectives
at headquarters, and carry npno six-
shooters in their back pockets.

More than one dime mnovel publishe+
jing firm has made a foriune at the
business of providing literature for
Young America, and that in the dava
when they peid a writer from $75 to
3250 for a story. Things are doné dif-
ferently now.

Each dime-novel publishing honsa
employs a staff of writers., who receive
a regular salary. Besides the staff of
regular contributors, persons who can
be depended upon to turn in a fixed
amount of copy every week, each
publishing house has a list of work-
ers who can write a story to order
and at shert notice.

When a regular writer falls ill or
takes a vacation, or when some spe-
cial event happens which makes o

“Ship gone down with a lot of peoRl
ont hoard!"™ gasped the runner, ' o8
shouted  Hatel

“@racious!
that' so? 1 must sce thaly
too, ran down the street, ho
own hosx—Philadeiphia F
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