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n Being Obvious.
By Randolph Forbes.

N a resant magazine article, a certain clever writer pokes som®
innocent fun at the commonplace pebple of this commonplace
world who are prone to make what one might call “obyvious re-

L] " . N i .--
marks.” The man is laughed at, who, when Re takes a g .u:,. of
water at a gulp, says to you: “After all, old man, there's nothing
like a good cold glass of water to quench anes thirst! Lo

But is 1t just to laugh at him? Think how simple he makes
Yyour share in the conversation. All you have to 1‘01)1}'_ is, “Yes,"” and hv'is
wholly satisfied, and you are saved the exertion of trying to make a clever
reply to what might have been from him a h:'lli_ium eplgram, ‘ : &
There lies the whole If you mingle constantly with .:mr:“..nn.}-. Yy
clever people you will soon find voursell endeavoring to be as witty and bright
as they: and unless vou have been endowed by Nature with o gift for the light
quip and jest, you arec apt o become au awful bore—and from all bores, good
rd deliver us!
Personally, 1 am fond of
they prefer comedy to traged: au
or those who invarial | you that “anyhow,
one can take away from you;" or, "How time flies! UL SIoR
your meals at hotelz so much {f you could have a peep at some the L_.l ‘-
ens.” They save mi breath, and they are very ful—if 1 «do not stay
with them too certainly keen me from attempting to be 100 1'."1'\ er;
and with all my and soul I logthe people who are too clever.—rrom
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Miscalled English
Conservatism

By Louise Imogen Guiney.

{rowble

the steady. easyv-going people who tell me I_hlnt
~» there is so much tragedy in real lite;

education iz something

or *‘You wouliin't enjoy

that no

loang

HE most singular eircumstances about this modern national inertia,
miscalled conservalism (iLrue comservatism being a most militant
thing), is that it proves to be a source of prodigious pride 1o the
kingdom which has complacently sunk into it. It 1s looked upon
as “English"—that s, it means dlgnity, safety, moderation, peace.
That it means provincialism, that it mesans death, is patent o no-
body but some upstart bonnet rouge of a eritic. It Is hard to get

people to see that as in the world of thought doubt s cheap and belief the

intallectual thing, o in the world of action perfunctorimness is cheap and
enthusiasm the intellectual thing. Whenever a man of genius I3 bred in En_g-
land, endowed necessurily with faithea and ardors of one sort or another, he
usually stands out from his raclal environment in an absolutely hewlldering
way. In the United States the man of geniug is a far less fraquent phenomenon,
for Nature uses her phosphorus freely there on divers and sundry, and has no
eurplusage and arrears of brains to make him out of; hut when he does appear,

45 he mot curiously like Americans in general? The man of genius overseas

is not so homogeneous, Would it be rash to hint that he, too, is often v}lri:)us-

Iy like Americans in general? This is =simply because ideas and their pur-

veyors have no standing to speak of in ane country, and are the very life of

the other. An idea arriviig in New York harbor is recognized instantly, and
to its own dismay, as a prince travelling in disguise, who must be interviewed
before the gangway is fixed at the docl; avhereas in England every idea is
de facto a pauper and vagrant, repeatedly haunled before the magistrates and
accuzed of brawling In churches, or else (only too acourately!) of having no
wisible means of support—Frem “English Reserve,” in the Scribner's Maga-
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Chinese Opinion
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| Kindly 7o Missionaries

-—
By Chezater Holco:n‘ga.
S I o e S
px.HE Chinese Imperial Government has recently despatched
commissions, composed of officials of high rank and a numerous
staff, to visit and study various important subjects in America
and Furope. When arrangements were being made for the visit
of the first of these commissiong to Boston, and a long list of
points in or near the city which they might wish to see was sub-
mitted to them, among the first selected were the offices of tie
American Board, the parent of all forelgn :nlssionm_'y organizationg in th
Unlted States and having large interests in that work in China. The aeler‘uo.n
of this active centre of foreign evangelistic effort was ungulded and entirely
spontaneous. In their address®s and informal remarks duriug the visit to those
offices the commissioners expressed In unqualified terms thair appreciation and
strong approval of the missionary enterprise in China and thelr gratitude for
what had been and was being done there. “We know who are our friends,
sald they agein and agaln. Yet nelther of the Chinese comiuissloners was a
convert to Christianity: they were under no obligation to visit one of the head-
quarters of American misslonary effort in China or, being there, Lo go beyond
polite and non-committal remarks. Hence, and all the more, thelr declarationg
gaust in all fairnesz be taken as strong :_'_:fﬁc':ai indorsement and approval.
With much the same feelings they expressed thelr delight at what they

\

two

gaw at Wellesley (College and recognized In it the grander development of
what American wome re attempting to do for the women of China,
To speal uits ind to the faer, for meny years more unfriendly

maries and thelr work in

em, alien residents in the

2riticiam and co
China has been
Far ‘East, or at

sence of n

either, 1

1eard from ig ), »
home thaa from Chinesa officlals or people.—Atlantic Monthly.
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Too Many Destructive Laws

Ey

Professor Jeremiah W. Jenks of
Cornell University.

] destructive in their nature. Expe-

that these laws have not been generally and

Fiad they enforced in

every trade unionist, ev member of a

who uagreed

RE have has

's merely

rience si
impartially

been so sO0me in-

ety

stances pracule

even every clerk or salesmanp

Broceal 5 ASt

10 devole iness energies solely to the Interests of nis
emplofer d perlod of gontract, would now be occupying
a felon's cell. Usuaily » have been Ignored in small places, and in

referonce to smaller cor some
of the larger, althongh quit
of the more graspl and
these laws have peon enfores
consumers, and in other iins
non-effective in fact. Tho
practically their memberas b
may indeed be sald tooat (his exas
reasonmble and unreaconnble,

and have been enforced only agi
\ S001¢ tances, at least, ag:
of the combinations, But even whe

* have al times 1er prices for the
ces, although effective in form, they have Leen
ie corporations have nominally been dissolved,
worked together as efficlently as before. It
rated atlack upon agreemeatts of all kinds,
factor, perhaps the most promi-

been one

nent factor, in driving into a rigid, single organization establizh-
ments that withour this unwize Jow would have remalued In
great part compatitls acling un agreements in certain particu-
dars. People who comp lauel s lnst the concentratlen of our rall-
ways and the growth of orporations have ‘argely to thank the bale-

influence of destructive
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Stability, Calmness,
Reason Versus Passion
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Chas. E. Hughes,
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Champion Butter Cow,

January s
duced

Ibs. of hitter.

Life-Preserving Chair.

of life in accldents or disasters
aoceurring on the water by reason of
the collisions of vessels or from simi-
lar circumstances resulte from

lass

-
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fact that the life-preservers provided
for the use of the passengers are us-
ually placcd in some inaccessible po-
sitlon where they ecannot be obtained
quickly by the excited persons. This
is especially true on the usually
crowded excursion steamers that ply
between coast resorts. Instances are
known where many lives would have
undoubtedly been saved if each pas-
senger had had at hand a life-presarv-
er at the time of the accident. 1t Is
manifestly inconvenient for each pas-
senger {o carry a life-preserver. Real-

izing the above condlitions, a New
York man has designed and patented

a combined steamer chair and life-
preserver, shown here. The steamer
chair is in all practical respects simi-
lar to the ordlnary camp stoel, but it
is constructed to serve as a life-pre-
server as well. The party using the
chair will have always at'hand a
buoyant support in the event that it
is necessary to thrust himself in the
water. The chair is light and ean be
folded and readily carried from place
to place, while as a life-preserver it
Is always at hand for use whenever
the emergency requires.—Washing-
ton Star.

Boiling It Down.

The Atheneum savs of the follow-
ing Howells paragraph that {t is the
best Engligh perhaps, in
any recent English book. Describing
a certain anclent edifice Mr. Howells
writes and the Atheneum quotes:

“What, in the heart of all this

sentence,

Since 1904 she has been the champion butter cow of the world.
he gave 2964 1bs. of milk In 30 days.

One of the prineipal causes of great | and gr

the | wouldn't

blossaming, was the great Cathedral
itsell, whi came In sight of i, |
but a vast efflorescence of the age of

1 We

: RSIREEEES
A USEFUL AND DISTINGUISHED CITIZEN OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Last
Onece, in 7 dayvs, she pro-
—From Coellier's Weekly.

| falth, mystically beautifully in form,

y as some pale exhalation
from the mould of the ever-cloistered,
the deeply re-forested past!"™

Yery fine, all must admit. But
that paragraph have heen
meat and drink to the man who nsed

copy back in Bueyrus, Ohlo! If How-
ells the reporter had written that for
the Bucyrus Blade he would have
found it In the paper the next day
about like this:

“The cathedral, with flowers all
around it, looks fine. It is four hun-
dred vears old and needs paint.”—
Galveston News.
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Novel Garment Holder,

A New York inventor thinks it
would be advisable for every man to
carry a coat and hat hook in his
pocket. If thus equipped he need
never worry whether or not he will
find all the avallable hooks In the res-
taurant occupied when he goes to
dine; This novel folding pocket coat
and hat hook is shown in the accom-
panying illustration. ‘When not In
use it can be quickly folded up and
carried in the pocket, without incon
venience to the owner. When emer-
gency demands it can be aa readily
brought into commission and attached
to the molding or wall or any other

convenient object close to the owner.
In addition, belng a private hook,
the owner {8 saved the nuisance of
having half a dozen other patrons of
the establishment piling their hats
and coats on top of his.—Washington
Star.

Electrie haulage has supplanted
animal power in the Comstock lode

and twelve of the mules which were
brought to the surface had not seen
daylight for twenty years.

CHANGED THE TOPric.

Sketch

‘e v, Mr. Bagg, I was so dreadlnlly bored that 1
but, of course, | hid my mouth with my hand.”
ol You don't mean Lo say that such a r, sweet, tiny
id hide such a—er—such a great—that is, of course—lovely

New York City.—S8imple blouses
are those apt to be In demand at this
senson of the year, and this one iz
novel and attractive, while it involves

Imported Coats.
Vagueness of outline is*perhaps the
most Impressive feature of imported
coats.

Attached Collars,

It is quite the fashion now to
the turnover collar Into the neck-
band. This sounds extravagant, but
if the sleeve is long the turnover
cuff, which is alwavs attached. solls
as easily as the collar and necessi-
tates the shirt walst going to the
wiash.

Pointed Tunic With Skirt.

The tunic drapery is one of the
very latest decrees of fashion and is
really exceedingly graceful and very
generally becoming when cut on such
lines as those {llustrated. It is gen-
erally classie in effect and it drapes
the figure with real grace, while it is
adapted to every materfal that will
drape successfully, This one is ar-
ranged over a closely fitted skirt that
is finished with a cireular flounce at
the lower edge. As illustrated the
material is erep de Chine with trime
ming of applique in gelf color.

The skirt consists of the tunie, the
elrcular flounce and the five gores of
the under portion. The gores fit the
fizure snugly and the circular flounce
ia jolned to their lower edge. The

very little labor In the making. There
is the centre-front, or vest-like por-
tion, which gives a distinctly novel
effect, while it also allows of the in-

I;&..“ .

visible closing at the left of the {ront,
end there are kimono sleeves which
can be used or not as liked. In the

tache braid and with banding of por-
celain blue, this usge of color on white
being one of the notable features of

the season.

The blouse is made with fronts,
centre-front and back. The fronts
are tucked for thelr entire length,

the outermost tucks mecting those In
the back, and it is beneath
tucks that the kimono sleeves are
attached. The centre-front is simply
arranged over the fronts and is
hooked into place beneath the left
edge, the fronts meeting at the cenire
beneath. The sgleeves are of moderate
fulness and gathered into straight
cuffs. There Is a preftily shaped belt
and the stock collar completes the
neck edge,

The quantity of material regulred
for the medium size is four and one-
four yards twentv-one, twenty-four or
thirty-two, two and three-fourth
yards forty-four Inches wide, with

according to design used,
Band of Colored Linen,

linen

part ol

of a band of ecolored

rounds the lower the white

linen collar, meets at the tront and
falls from there to the belt, being
ciosed all way down with white
\ pear] butte ind forming a walsteoat |

effect when the suit coat is buttoned.

Braid Embroidery.

| Lroidered with braid of prec the
gsame tone. The braiding made a pat
tern peross the front in panel shape

all the way up to the neck, while
same trimming was used at each side

and in the middle of the back.

+  Empire Train For Evening,

The Empire train Is the newest de-

velopment In evenlng and reception | day nse
| shades,

gowns.

illugtration linen is trimmed with sou- |

these |

four yards of banding and soutache,

tunie s on one plece and is fitted by
means of darts at the hips, while it
is arranged over the skirt and the two
jolped to the belt. If walking
| lengih is desired, both skirt and tunic
cian be cut off on indicating lines.
The quantity of material required
for the medium size Is eight vards
|I.\\'i:‘]’lt}'-5('\'t‘ll. slx and one-fourth
yards forty-four or four and five-
eighth yards fifty-two Inches wide,
with nine yards of applique for tunic

ire

A novel plece of neckwear consists |
that sur- |

2 |
A sofl peach colored cloth was em- |

the |

and flounce; threc
yards twenty-one,

yards

and one-fourth
16 :;.,;] Ii\""‘-'w:h[h
thirty-six Inches wide the
upper po-tion of the skirt.
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The Noew Sleeve,
Biz at the armhole and tight at
the wrist is th st deeree for it.

When pleated th
fect of a foldir r cip,

Yery frequently armoole I8 so
wide that its lower edge is even with
the waist,

eve has the ef-

Fashionable \Wraps,
of the mostfcostly wraps for
show a tendency toward dark

Some

1



