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American Individualism

A Timely Message to the
American People

By HERBERT HOOVER

Secretary of

institutions in all these years. It has proved its ability to develop its
institutions with the changing scene. Our very form of government 18
the product of the individualism of our people, the demand for an equal

opportunity, for a fair chance.

The American ploneer is the epic

expression of that indlvdualism, and
the ploneer spirit Is the response to
the challepge of opportunity, to the

challenge of nature, to the challenge We ecannot ever afford to rest at
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thing for it to achieve. There will al- | gome virtue of their own. In the long

ways be a frontier to conquer or to
hold as long as men think, plan and
dare. Our Amerlcan indlvidualism has
recelved much of Its character from
our contacts with the forces of nature
on a new contlnent. It evolved gov-
ernment without official emissaries to
show the way; it plowed and sowed
two scora of great states; It built
roads, bridges, rallways, citles; It car-
rled forward every attribute of high
civilization over a continent., The days
of the ploneer are not over. There are
continents of human welfare of which
we have penetrated only the coastal
plain. The great continent of sclence
Is as yet explored only on Its borders,

.and it is only the ploneer who will

penetrate the frontler in the quest for
new worlds to conquer. The very
genius of our Institutions has been
glven to them by the ploneer spirit.
©Our individualism is rooted in our very
nature. It 1s based on conviction born
of experience. Equal opportunity, the
demand for a falr chance, became the
formula of American Individualism
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making of eriticism and malice—there
is none so dificult as inspiration to
construction.

run they do. But there can be and
there have been periods of centuries
when the world slumped back toward
darkness merely because great masses
of men became Impregnated with |
wrong ideas and wrong social phlloso-
phies. . The declines of civilization
have been born of wrong ideas. Most
of the wars of the world, Including the
recerit one, have been fought by the
advocates of contrasting ldeas of so-
clal philosophy.

The primary safeguard of Amerlcan |
individualism is an understanding of
it; of faith that it is is the most pre- |
cious possession of American ci\'lliza-i
tion, and a willingness courageously to |
test every process of national life upon
the touchstone of #his basic social |
premise. Development of the human
institutions and of science and of In- |
dustry have been long chains of trial |
error, Our public relations to
them and to other phases of our na-
tional life can be advanced in no other
way than by a willingness to experi-
ment In the remedy of our social
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Salvation will not come to us out
of the wreckage of individualism,
What we need today Is steady devo-
tion to a better, brighter, broader in--
dividualism—an Individualism that
carrles Increasimg responsibility and
gervice to our fellows. Our need is not
for a way out but for a way forward.
We found our way out three centuries
ago when our forefathers left Kurope
for these shores, to set up here a com-
monwealth conceived in liberty and
dedlcated to the development of indi-
viduality.

There are mallgn soclal forces other
than our failures that would destroy
our progress. There are the equal dan-
gers both of reaction and radicalism.
The perpetual howl of radicallsm Iis
that it is the sole volce of liberalism—
that devotion to soclal progress is Its
field alone. These men would assume

children,
[THE END.]
(Copyright, 1923, by Doubleday, Page &
Co. Published by arrangement with
Western Newspaper Union.)

DIDN'T KNOW GREAT PAINTER

Woman’s Criticism Decidedly Amus
ing Considering the Standing
of the Artist.

The amateur who “knows it all” be-
longs to all arts and all periods. Our
grandparents laughed over the anec-
dote, once famillar throughout Britain
and America, of the nonprofessional
lady singer who complained to a hotel
clerk of the woman in the room next
door to her, whose vocal exercises
were not only too frequent but an
offense to the sensitive ear. She was
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quality of ideallsm in the Individual.
The most trying support of radicalism
comes from the timid or dishonest
minds that shrink from facing the re-
sult of radicallsm Iitself but are de-
voted to defense of radicalism as proof
of a liberal mind. Most theorists who
denounce our individualism as a soclal
basis seem to have a passion for lgnor-
ance of its constructive ideals.

An even greater danger is the de-
gtructive criticism of minds too weak
or too partisan to harbor constructive
tdeas. For such, criticism is based
upon the distortion of perspective or
cunning misrepresentation. There I8
never danger from the radlcal himself
untll the structure and confldence of
gociety has been undermined by the
enthronement of destructive criticlsm,
Destructive. criticlsm can certainly
lend to revolution unless there are
those willing to withstand the malice
that flows ln return from refutation.
It has been well sald that revolution is
no summer thunderstorm ciearing the
atmosphere. In modern soclety it I1s a
tornade leaving In its path the de-
stroyed homes of mlllions with their
dead women and children.

There are also these who Insist that
the future must be a repetition of the
Ii’t' that ideas are dangerous, that

ideals are freaks.

To find that fine balance which links
the future with the past, whose vision
{s of men and not of tools, that pos-
sesses the courage to construct rather
than to criticize—this is our need.
There 18 no oratory so easy, no writing
#0 trenchant and vivid as the phrase-

contributor to the Boston Herald, a
woman painter of distinction was
walking on a woodsy path In company
with another woman painter, a New
York society woman who dabbles and
daubs but who Is not professionally
distinguished. They came presently
upon a gentleman who was sitting by
the wayslde, blocking in a water color.
Recognizing a friend who doesn’t like

to be disturbed when at work, the first
woman nudged the other to he quiet,
and they both stood for a few mo-
ments to watch. :

As they walked on the soclety wom-
an observed compassionately: “O dear,
fsn't it pitiful? Why do people Imag-
ine they can paint? There Is a man
whose halr 1s turning gray, and you
can see from his work that he Is one
of those who wlll never do anything
at 1it.”

The man with hair turning gray was
Mr. John Singer Sargent, who re-
celves a thousand dollars aplece for
his little splashes In water color!

He Was Not Wise.

A North side family had a palr of
gcales that had to be handled a certaln
way in order to get accurate welght,
relates the Indlanapolis News, The
colored man who worked for the fam-
ily, however, was not “wise” to the
fact, so, In leaving the famlly employ,
he took with him the scales and es
tablished himself at a stand on the
market. Before the day was over ha
was arrested for giving false weight

and the scales were confiscated.
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structions and interesting horse

Eook 2 A free.
W. F. YOUNG, lsc., 310 Temple 5S¢, Springfield, Mam.
or streaked with

a
Your Hair &5

qujekly revive It and briog back all ita orl
color and lnxuriance. At .lflood a ate, m
direct from HESSIG - ELLIS, Chemists, m‘_‘l‘lﬂ.

Let Cuticura Be
Your Beauty Doctor

s..zse.oh-.uzs-aa,r.k-zsﬂ

need not be thia

I.\?"or Sale—Porto Rico Petato Flants; also
tomato planta, §$1.60 per 1,000; 10,000 and
g, $1.25 per 1,000, Bermuda onlon plants,

akefleld and Successlon ocabbage plants,
$1.00 per 1,000; 10,000 and up, T6c per 1,000,
KENDALL PLANT CO., VWALDOSTA, GA.

W. N. U, CHARLOTTE, NO. 18-1923.




