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Possessor of Friends 

During recent days page advertisements have ap- 

peared in dozens of newspaper over the state, the text 

of the ads supporting Unitd States Senator Josiah W. 

Bailey's stand against the President’s Supreme Court 

proposal. Mr. Bailey tells in that text how he chose 

‘•the hard way," tha ads carrying at the bottom, “Pub- 

lished by friends of Senator Bailey and Constitutional 

Government” and, in very small letters, “Paid adver- 

tising." 
There are two very enugntening facts about the 

Senator’s advertising program this far removed from 

the next primary. One of them is the fact that one 

Josiah Bailey has far more friends than we thought 
he had, and the other is the fact that they are such 

good friends they would released good dollars to buy 

advertising for him. 

Without saying it is or it is not, we are just a bit 

suspicious that the money supporting the Senator s 

advertising campaign is coming from the same sources 

that the money came from to fight the reelection of 

President Roosevelt just a few months ago. The 

friends paying for all the advertisements are not num- 

bered—not one of them, it is safe to say among the 

masses who are appealing to the leaders of this nation 

to lead them out of bondage. The poorly paid textile 

workers in the Piedmont and the tenant farmers in the 

Coastal Plain never, it is safe to declare, paid a penny 

to tell how manly Mr. Bailey chose “the hard way.” 
And it is the “hard way,” all right, for it appears 

that Senator Bailey has chosen to turn against the 

oppressed and cast his lot with those who apparently 
believe in government by the few and for the few. 

Senator Bailey was against the AAA and other agen- 

cies that pulled this country from the brink of de- 

struction. “Unconstitutional, unconstitutional,” the 

Senator is credited with having cried when courageous 

leaders tried to save the country. If that was the 

Senator’s only objection to the AAA, then why doesn’t 

he help remove that objection by favoring the only 
plan so far advanced to make them constitutional? 

The President's court plan makes clear Mr. Bailey’s 
stand back yonder when he was, in body and soul, 
against the measures that proved of great help to the 

farmer, the laborer and those of little privilege. And 

then the Senator had the audacity to travel in east- 

ern North Carolina in his campaign for reelection and 

bray about what had been done for the farmer just 
as though he was responsible for it. 

No one can deny Mr. Bailey the right to his opin- 
ions, and the right to freely express them, but he 

should step out of the senate and stop accepting the 

people’s money to fight back at them. 

The President and the Supreme Court 

By Clarence Griffin 

If the President’s proposal to reform the judiciary 
had not come at a time when an impasse existed be- 

tween the Supreme Court and the New Deal, it would 

doubtless have been hailed as an example of states- 

manship of the first order. But, since it has come at 

so unfortunate a time, it is charged that this is a de- 

vice by the President to legalize the New Deal by 
packing the court with judges who wlil reflect the at- 

titude of the President toward national problems. But 

even the most bitter critics of the plan admit that 

there are many aspects of the proposal which are 

sound. 
The proposal provides that no injunction may be 

granted against the Federal Government until the 

Attorney General has had a right to investigate the 

question, and, further, that questions involving the 

constitution shall have preference over other questions 
for review. That this will hasten judicial decisions 

on questions involving the Federal Government and 

thus greatly reform the static situation which now 

,exists is admitted by even the strongest opponent of 
the plan. But the chief objection relates to the plan 
as it affects the Supreme Court by providing for ap- 

pointing an additional justice for every one who fails 
to retire at the age of 70. 

Such a program as this one is something new in the 

history of our country and is one which could only be 

instituted by a man with such popularity as Presi- 

dent Roosevelt in a time of great national crisis. It 

is an elementary principle that constitutions, as other 

documents, must grow in meaning, sanctity, and pro- 
tective value. There are two ways in which such in- 

struments may grow. First, they may grow by in- 

terpretation; ana, second, by amendment. The amend- 
ment progress seems to be the choice of the opposi- 
tion. However, it is not improbable that if an amend- 
ment had been suggested the opposition would be 

equally as strong. 
To the process of constitutional amendment there 

seems to be three fundamental objections. In the 

first place, it may be doubted if an amendment could 

be agreed upon which would be comprehensive enough 
to cover the problems. In the second place, it is a 

process which works from day to day. It is slow and 

cumbersome. No better example of its inefficiency 
can be pointed to than the child labor amendment. 
This amendment has beer, pending for several years 
and is still far from its ratification. A further ob- 

jection to the amendment process is equally clear. 

Once it is granted that an amendment could be ratified 
it must be remembered that it would still be subject 
to judicial interpretation by the same conservative ma- 

jority of the court that has construed New Deal leg- 
islation. When one observes the way the fifth and 

fourteenth amendments have been construed, it would 

be heard to prophesy just what benefit would come 

out of an amendment. 

Since it is obvious that an amendment is not prac- 
tical in a time when immediate action is needed, it 

seems that the President’s proposal is the only prac- 
tical one. Yet it is charged by the opposition that 

it is an effort to place the judiciary under the execu- 

tive branch of the government, and thus destroy the 

independence of the court. This suggestion is absurd 
on its face. Doubtless the President would appoint 
men of liberal outlook and thought on national prob- 
lems, if his bill should become law, yet the court would 
remain as free as it ever has been. It must be remem- 

bered that judges do not always keep faith with the 

views of the Presidents who nominate them for their 

positions. For example, Mr. Justice McReynolds was 

appointed by President Wilson and was thought at 

the time to be a liberal, but he has proven to be the 
most conservative member of the court. Another ex- 

ample is that of Mr. Justice Stone, who was appoint- 
ed by America’s most conservative President, Cool- 
idge, yet Justice Stone has been one of the most lib- 

eral men on the bench. Thus it seems that the judges 
who would be selected by the President would not 

necessarily have to conform to the views of the Presi- 

dent but would still be left to their own discretion 
in determining questions of national interest. In the 

light of experience it seems that the suggested plan 
of the President does not in any way destroy the in- 

dependence of the judiciary, but still leaves the court 

to exercise the same degree of freedom that it has al- 

ways enjoyed. 
To what extent the last election was a mandate for 

the President to reform the judiciary cannot be defi- 

nitely ascertained. National elections rarely give an- 

swers to specific questions, especially those as far re- 

moved from the mass of the people as that of the su- 

preme court. But it is certain that the last election 
was a vote of confidence in the President. I was a 

vote of appreciation for what he had done am a sig- 
nal to carry on. To do this it is necessary that there 
be some assurance that legislation will meet with more 

liberal construction by the court than has beei exer- 

cised in the past three years. 

Harold Laski, the great English constitutional law- 

yer, recently observed that it had been hard to dis- 

tinguish the philosophy of the majority of the supreme 
court from that of Wall Street for the past four j ears. 

The conservative majority of the court seems to have 
failed to heed the advice of Mr. Justice Holmes, who 
once said, “It is a misfortune if a judge forgets that 
what seems to him to be first principles are believed 

by half of his fellowmen to be wrong.” The supreme 
court is not an infallible body administering absclute 
justice to all, but it is a body which, according to its 
own light, often makes decisions which tend to imjiede 
the progress of the nation. The trend of the modern 
decisions has been in the direction of protecting «api- 
talism from any interference or control by the Fed- 
eral Government. Such interpretation cannot be said 
to be aloof from challenge by the people who c< nsti- 
tute the government and must suffer from the evil 
effects of such decisions. Many of the pieces of leg- 
islation that have been declared unconstitutional have 
been products which met with almost unanimous ap- 
proval by Congress and the people and yet a bar: ma- 

jority of the court has declared that such shall not be 
the law of the land. That such a situation merits 
attention and concern of the people is beyond ques- 
tion. The only question relates to the best method 
of accomplishing this end. It seems that the present 
method is the best because it is more direct and 
quicker. 

It is not improbable that this issue may be a begin- 
ning of a move which may largely abolish our tra- 

ditional party lines. It may mean that a new con- 

servative and liberal party is in the formation. But, 
even if such a result should follow it should not be 
feared because it would at least enable the people to 

more accurately classify their own representatives. It 
would be more difficult for men like our own Senator 

Bailey to be elected on one platform and conform to 

another. The people should rally to the support of 
the hand that has fed them. They should warn their 
representatives that constitutions are made for men 

and not men for constitutions. Only by the applica- 
tion of this principle can we say that we have a gov- 
ernment for and by the people. 

Chapel Hill, N. C., March 10, 1937. 

Tainted Money 

The United States Senate apparently thinks the 
$50,000,000 art foundation of Andy Mellon’s was pur- 
chased with tainted money, for it is stubbornly hesi- 

tating to receive it as a gift. However, it may be that 
the Senate thinks Mr. Mellon owes more than the 
amount the art treasure is worth and will not take 

anything unless it can get all. 

The perplexing thing about it all is the fact that 
Mellon argues to give away a $50,000,000 art collec- 
tion and then turns around and argues against the 

payment of $3,000,000 tax to the government. Old 
Andy is as sly as a fox, and it is more than likely that 
he has something up his sleeve, and one can just about 
rest assured that it is all for Andy and nobody else. 

FREE! IF EXCESS ACID CAUSES 

you stomach ulcers, gas pains, in- 

digestion, heartburn, belchings, 
bloating, nausea, get free sample 
doctor’s prescription, Udga, at Liv- 

erman Drug Store. mrl9 12t 

checks 
COLDS 

and 
FEVER 

Liquid, Tablets first day 
Salve, Nose Drops Plead ache 30 min 
Try “Rub-My-Tism”—World's Best 

Liniment 

NOTICE! 
THE PICKLE SEED ARE READY FOR 

DISTRIBUTION 

Plymouth.Beacon Office 

Roper.Barton's Store 

Creswell.Phelps* Store 
Please Get Seed As Soon As Possible 

They Should Be Planted Between April 10 & 17 

C.C.Lang&Son 
P. H. ROBERTS, JR., MANAGER 

NOTICE! 
EFFECTIVE MARCH 26 

Additional 
Bus SERVICE 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

3 Round Trips 
Between Williamston & Columbia 

For Information 
CALL ARPS PHARMACY—PHONE 234-1 

Connections for All Schedules at 
Williamston for 

New Bern Norfolk Raleigh 
Norfolk Southern Bus Corporation 

PEflDER 
Quality Jon a 5tote i 

Selected Savings! 
Colonial Brand. Pure 

COCOA, 2 2-lb. cans.« O C 
Andrews’ Brand Vienna »■* 

SAUSAGE, No. 1-2 can.OC 
Lang’s Seven Varieties 

PICKLES,3 l(k«. jars .. 25c 

I 
Best Cooking Pure mm 

LARD, lb. 15c | 
Colonial Spaghetti Noodles or 

MACARONI, 4 pkgs. 
Fully Aged — Best American 

CHEESE, pound. 
Colonial Tomato 

JUICE, 4 large cans 

15c 
21c 
29c 

|| 
Circle FLOUR 

I 244b. bag, 85c 

85c 

SUGAR 
10-lb. bag, 52c 

52c 
■ 

Medium Size 

IVORY SOAP, 3 cakes. 
Fresh Made—Hawaiian Pineapple 
LAYER CAKE, large size 
Wholesome—Our Pride 

FRESH BREAD, lg. loaf 

17c 
35c 

9c 

Champion Bicycle Sprinter says: 

“ME FOR CAMELS!” 
WILLIE HONEMMi 
adds: “I'll say Cam- 
els are mild! They 
don’t upset my 
nerves. And smok- 
ing Camels helps 
keep my digestion 
ticking along 
smoothly." 

“AFTER RUSH DAYS, 
Camels help me pull my- 
self together," says Helen 
Nolan, newspaper report- 
er. "I enjoy Camels often 
for their mildness and 
their rich, delicate flavor!” 

CAMELS COSTLIER TOBACCOS 

Plymouth Brick Works 
W. H. Clark, Manager 

MANUFACTURERS of First-Class BRICK 

Residence Phone 253-6 

^MnerfQsM/uifc 
MERCHANDIS 

ON EASIEST 

CREDIT 
TERMS 

Piwjnns cm Mjoy the ufety and comfort 
sf gwaranfrwl products and be assured of 
0M1 plsts satisfaction on our credit plan. 

Guaranteed Goodrich 
Tires and Batteries 

WTSfylhlMiou need—on whatever terms 

PM mtf. Isen Is no red tape, no delays 
and we Install your purchase immediately. 
• EASIEST CREDIT IN TOWN • 

Economy Auto Supply 
WILLIAMSTON, N. C. 

NEW THEATRE 
TUESDAY, APRIL 6 — AT 9 P. M. ONLY! 

On the Stage 

WESTLEY KAY 
and His Orchestra 

with his featured vocalist 

MissF rancesDelaney 
A NEW STAR! MUSIC that is DIFFERENT! 

28 Minutes of the Best Entertainment 
We Have Ever Offered on Our Stage 

ATTEND EARLY! ADM. 15-35c 

McNair & Manning 
Electrical Contractors 

PLYMOUTH, N. C. 

Wiring for Light Heat Power 
An Estimate on Your Electrical 

Wiring Costs You Nothing 

SEE OR WRITE 

Jesse B. McNair 
P. O. Box 44, and Let Him Figure Your Next Job 


