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4 Keep The Red Cross At His Side---and The Red Cross Is You #

€ DOWN EAST]

WITH
BILLY ARTHUR

.Hcccnl talk about Federal Judge
1. M. Meekins' resignation and the
appointment of a successor brought
to mind some of the ocurrences in
his court when I used to do a job
on a New Bern paper.

One of the stories concerncd a
New Bern man of Assyrian aesceny
who was applying for naturaliza-
tion papers. Judge Meekins asked
the routine guestions, finally arriv-
ing at this one:

“Do you know what kind of gov-
ernment we live under?” And the
fellow shook his head and tried to
think, bul the judge interrupted
his thoughts., “Do you know who's
at the head of our government.”

“Yes, sir,”' the fellow replied,
“Senator Simmons."”

@ The judge always conducted his
court with appropriate dignity but
not without permitting his keen
sense of humor to creep into the
procecdings at times. On one oc-
casion Attorney Larry 1. Moore,
Sr.. of New Bern, was pleading
with his honor in behalf of a client
who had been up twice before in
liquor cases. If the court would put
the defendant on probation, Mr.
Moore was certain he would re-
form. He just knew it, and con-
scientiously pleaded with Judge
Meekins.

The jurist, however, held that
twice before the defendant had
opportunity to reform, but appar-
ently preferred to deal in liguor
than go straight. Not this time, he
was through, Mr. Moore argued.
prefacing each statement with the
apology that it was not his intent
to “burden the court, but—.'

“Mr. Clerk, make the entry.”
Judge Meekins ordered. "Let the
defendant be confined in the At-
larta penitentiary for a year and a
day on the first count.” He added
two other sentences on two other
counts. which he ordered to run
concurrently.

Mr. Moore took an appeal.

“Mr. Clerk, make the entry,”
judge countered. “Let the
tences run consecutively.”

“l don't intend to burden the
court.” Mr. Moore pleaded u.ain,
but was interrupted.

“You're nol burdening this court,
Mr. Moore,” Judge Meekins ad-
vised. “I'm rather enjoying this. It
reminds me of the time 1 was mak-
ing Republican presidential cam-
paign speeches, I had just com-
pleted a speech in a little town,
and a man came up to me and said,
*Judge, vou made a helluva fne
speech today, considering what you
had to talk about’.”

9 On another nccasion, an aged

slored man was In court on a
shiskey law violation. Attorney S.
H. Newberry of Kinston asked that
his client be allowed to straighten
up his business before being whisk-
ed away the following day to At-
lanta for a long sontenee the jurist
ruled against him. “He should have
been prt‘parcd ‘This case has been
hanging since the last term,” Judge
Meekins stated.

“But,"" Sam said in effect, “he
didn’'t believe he'd be convicted.”

“What made him think se?" in-
quired Judpge Meekins.

“I told him."

“Well, don't tell your clienls
that," the judge cautioned. “Tell
them you'll do the best you can
for them but to come prepared 1o
take a long trip."

@O0f the judge, William Durnn,
Sr., of New Beru used to say that
he had two watches, one hour
apart., and the judge is said to
have opened court by the slow one
and closed it by the fast one.

@ Then, there was the time that
the judge philosophized that a
judgment in court was like a hor-
net: it keeps humming over your
head: and although it doesn't bite,
it worries you to death,

@1t was customary for awhile
back in those days for the court
attaches to have a supper during
the term, and on those occasions
there would be a lot of story tell-
ing. They were cordial enough to
invite me once, and it was an op-
portunity to hear Judge Meekins
relate this story about the gate
between Heaven and hell breaking
down.

St. Peter appeared at the broken
part of the gate and called out to
the devil:

“Hey, Satan! It's your time to
fix the gate.”

“Nope," Satan replied. “We're
too busy down here to bother avout
fixing a gate."

“Well, then,” St. Peter said, “if
you don't keep our agreement and
fix it. I'll have to sue you.

“0Oh, weah!" Satan called out
derisively. "Where're you gonna
get a lawyer?”

NO VACATION GAS

@ Those who hoped for easing of
gasoline restrictions in time for
vacation are doomed to definite
disappointment, OPA District Di-
rector Theodore S. Johnson said
this week.

With military demands stepping
up as Allied forces hammer home
repeated blows at the enemy, there
can be no lessening of gasoline
regulations, he emphasized. Sup-
plemental gas ralions are being
issued with the utmost care, he
wdded, and every applicant for ad-
litional gasoline must present his
mileage rationing reécord at the
time his application is made.

Gasoline coupons now valid, he
explained, are A-14, B35, B6, B7, C.
6, C7, E2, E3, R1, R2 and R3.
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Queen City Coach Co.
Seeks Permission To
Operate To Camp Lejeune

.The Queen City Coach company
made application to the State
U ties Commission for permis-
sion to operate bus service between
Jacksonville and the main gate oL
Camp Lejeune, together with off-
route service to Montfurd Point
and to Tent Camp.

It is the second application for
service to Camp Lejeune made in
recent weeks, the other having
heen made by the Carolina Coach
company. Both Carolina and Qucen
City maintain service in and out of
Jacksonville, but only the Seashore
Transportalion company now has a
franchise to operate to the gates of
the base or thercon.

A public hearing on the proposal
of the Queen City company will be
held before the State Utilities
Commission at Raleigh at 10 am.
on March 27

The pelition asks that, in addi-
tion to transportation of passeng-
ers, the company be permitted to
transport newspapers, light ex-
press, mail and baggage in veliicies
used for carrying passengers.

L. R. Smith Of Near
Jacksonville Hospitalized
Following Bus Accident

@L. R Smith, Route 3, Jackson-
ville is under treatment at Onslow
county hospital in Jacksonville for
injuries sustained in a bus acci-
dent Sunday at Southwest Creek,
about six miles south of Jackson-
ville on U. S. Highway No, 17,

Mr. Smith was injured when a
Seashore Transportation Co. bus
left the highway and wrecked in
a field, it was said.

Several other persons were re-
ported to have been carried to a
field hospital at Camp Lejeune
for emergency treatment. No one
was fatally or critically hurt. it
was reported.

EGGS LIKE GOLD

@ An egg—cosling 28 cents, when
you can get il—is the preievred
gift of at least one group of Amer-
ican Red Cross girls overseas, who
are daily offered presents by GI's,
grateful for the hospitality of Red
Cross clubs. The girls. who could
have perfume or other luxuries,
say that next to the hen product,
what they like most lo receive is
wuod for the Red Cross fireplaces,
or the fresh fruits and vegetables
unobtainable in many war theaters,

Dr. C. Sylvester Green,
Durham Editor, Will Speak
At Chamber Banquet

C. Sylvester Green

@ The Jacksonville Chamber of
Commerce has announced that Dr,
C. Sylvester Green, cditor of the
Durham Morning Herald, will be
the guest speaker at the annual
Chamber banguel to be held here
on March 21

Dr. Green, who will speak on
the subject, “Basis for Personal
Living in Wartime,” went 1o the

editorship of the Durham Morning
Herald after a eareer as school
teacher, pastor, and college presi-
dent. He has been active in civie
affairs and prominent in Rotary
International for 20 years

After graduation from Wak:
Forest in 1922 he taught at Dur-
ham high school for four yem
then served as pastor of Wat
Street  Baptist  Church, Durham,
and the Grove Avenue Baptist
Church, Richmond. until 1936
when he beeame president of Coker
College. Hartsville, S, C.

He returned to T)nl ham in Sep-
tember, 1943, on sabbatical. and
served as advisor in religious acti=
i at PDuke University for the
5 1943-44. In  December.
1943, he became editor of the Dur-
ham paper. 1o which work he has
given full attention since June of
last year.

He holds graduate degrees from
Thike. and honorary degrees from

Washington and Lee University
and the University of South Caro-
Inia. Across the years he has done
a large amount of writing both for
religious and secular papers and
magazines, and is the author of
“New geria”, a study of mission
work in that African country. He
has traveled extensively in the
United States, Canada, Mexico, and
Cuba,

German Armistice Approach To British
Representatives In Stockholm Rejected

.‘iluckhnlm—r"\m—e\n unoffici-
tish  statement yesterday
confnrmed reports that a German
approach to Allied representatives
was attmcptcd here a few days ago
with a view to possible Armis
but said it was immediately reject-
ed. “an apporach was attempted a
few days ago through a third par-
ty to a junior member of Lega
Staff.” the unofficial British state-
ment said. “The third party was atl
once told that the British Legation
was not in the lcasl intecested in
any such approach.”

Apparently the German cffort
to make conta¢t with the Allies
came only through the Brilish be-
cause the American Legation deni-
ed that any such feeler has been
attempted there,

Frankfurt Road Cut

@ Paris —AP— American _infantry
virtually cut the Ruhr-Frankfurt
superhighway yesterday in a mile
and one quarter advance east of the
Rhine and established a nine-mile
bridgehead across the Moselle,
gravely threatening besieged Cob-
lenz.

First Army infantrymen edging
into the heavily wooded hills cast
of the expanding Remagen bridge-
head were within a half mile of
superhighway at 9:35 a.m. yester-
day and an unconfirmed Brussel
reporl said that the road had been
cut,

Russians Score Gains

@ Moscow—(AP)—Sporadic Rus-
sian attacks from the mouth of the
Oder River to Ithe vicinity of
Frankfurt improved Marshal Gre-
gory K. Zhukovs First White Rus-
sian Army springboard positions
today for a new offensive as opera-
tional silence prevalied along the
crucial Berlin front.

While the Red Army’s top-rank-
ing Field Commander was selling
stage for a huge assault against
the Nazi Oder River line. other
Russian troops scored additional
gains in sectors as far removed
as southwestern Slovakia and East
Prussia.

NURSES' AIDS NEEDED

Mrs. G. E. Gurganus, chairman

the Nurses Aids of the Onslow
County Hospital, Jacksonville, has
announced that another Nurses Aid
course will start soon.

Everyone that is interested apply
at the Onslow County Chapter or
call Mrs. Gurganus at 464.
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Jap Dead on Iwo
Jima Island Already
In Excess of 20,000

U. S. Pacific Fleet Headquarters,
yuam—Waving atop a Japanese
bunker, the Stars and Stripes
caught the breeze yesterday over
blood-stained Iwo, 750 miles from
Tokyo, signalling that the island
had been cut away from the Em-
pire of Nippon after 55 years,

The 25-day-old fight for the ls-
land went on with three Marine
divisions resigned to the grim (ask
of killing the last enemy and add-
ing him to the toll already excecd-
ing 20,000,

The desperate foe is even attich-
ing booby traps to dead Marines
to slow their advance.

Ration Value of Lard
And Cooking Oils
Upped by OPA

@ Ralcigh, The ration value of
lard, shortening, salad and cooking
oils has been increased to four
red points per pound from two
points and that of margarine to
give 5 points per pound from three
points, Theodore S. Johnson, Ra-
leigh Instrict OPA direclor an-
nounced recently .

Creamery butter will conlinue at
24 red points per pound, and farm
butter at 12 red points, as in the
past.

Point values of lurd, shortening.
salad and cooking oils, and margar-
ine are being increased becanse
of a tight supply situation, he said.

The slaughter of hogs, and con-
sequently, the production of lard,
¢ substantially below a year ago,
and below 1945 anticipiated pro-
duction. In addition, the govern-
ment set-aside of lard for war us-
o5 is absor g a large percentas
of all federally-inspected lard pro-
duction.

Because the amount of lard avil-
able to civilians is smaller 1
originally anticipated, an incre
in its ration point value is ne
sary at this time. Because short-
ening, salad and cooking oils and
margaraine may be used inter-
changeably with lard in commer-
cial and household cooking and
baking, il is necessary 1o increase
their point values simultaneously.
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Pvt. Earl E. Bell,
Beulaville, Wounded
In European Action

@ Mrs. Mabel L. Bell of Route
2, Beulaville has been notified
by the War Department that
her husband, Ptv. Earl E. Bell,
was wounded in action re-
cently.

Pvi. Bell was serving in the
European area.

Pic. Vassie Shepard
Of Jacksonville Is
Fighting In Philippines

@ Private First Class Vassie Shep-
ard, brothey of Miss Bell Shepard,
Route 3, Jacksonville, »d in the
Phillipines with the XIV Army
Corps. This Corps, commanded by
Major General O, W, Griswold, di-
rectd all the Army’s fighting in the
Solomons and is now in its fourth
campaign in World War I1. Private
Shepard,  overseas more than
twenty-cight months, s a3 member
of an Engineer Combat Battalion.
Principle Combal units of the
Corps for this operation » the
37th and 40th Infantry Divisions.

Luther Gray Chase, 3,
Of Near Jacksonville
Dies in Hospital

@ Luther Gray Chase. three year
old. son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gray Chase of the Half Moon see-
tion near Jacksonville, died at the
Onslow County Hospital Sunday
night. He had been ill more than
a month.

Funeral serviees were held Tues-
day alternoon at W p m. at the
Hall Moon cemetery with the Rev.
Whittey of the Richlands Baptist
church, officiati

He is s by his parents
and four sis Anna, Mary.
Frances and Nora and one hrother,
Henry.

Army Command Says
5 Per Cent of Veterans Will
Seek Government Posts

@ Atlanta, — Approximately  five
per cent of the men in the Army
have definite plans to gel a gov-
ernment job after discharge. ancd
an additional five per cent think
they will probably seck govern-
ment employment but do not have
clearly formulated plans, Fourth
Service Command Headquartoers
announeed today on the basis of
survey of post-u plans of troops
made by the Information aind Edu-
cation Division, Army Service
Forees.

Two-thirds of the men who have
definite plans for governmental
employment after discharge were in
governmen! jobs before entering
the Army. the report stales. This is
interpreted as an indication that
“at present therve are few signs of
any greal pressure by Army ve-
terans for government joh"” How-
ever, a majority of men expressed
strong support for a policy of ve-
terans' preference in government
employment.

The report also emphasizes that
in the long run “the number of
veterans who  will seek  employ-
ment in the Federal, state or local
government will depend upon the
general availahility and attraetive-
ness of government jobs as against
jobs offered by private industey.”

Nearly half the enlisted men
who are planning to work for the
Federal government wish clervical
positions, and about 30 per cen
desire jobs in skilled, semi-skilled
or unskilled occupations. The pos-
tal service led all other occupa-
tions specified, approximately one
out of five of all men planning gov-
ernment jobs specifying this type
of work.

Twenty Two Women
Marines Commissioned
At Camp Lejeune

@® Camp Lejeune—Colonel Ruth
Cheney Streeter, director of the
Marine Corps Women's Reserve
last Saturday,

Cls
didates’ Class of the women Mu
rines,

Major General John Marston
Commanding General of this camp,
presented the commissions to the
22 members of the elass. Caralina
women  Marvines included in the
group are: Second Lieutenant i
zabeth Kerhulas, of Tryon, N.
and  Second Lieutenant  Cry
Theodore. of Statesville, N. €.

JUST ONE DAY
@ Washington, March 14— (AP
Did you make $362.880 last yvear

If vou didn't s a repovt [ 1
Iwo Jima, yvour income tax would
not pay the hill for just one day's
firing by just one artillery unit on
that island.

Sergeant Bill Ross of the Mar-
ines did the figuring. He said that
in one day the 12th Regiment af

aring Division fired
shells at the Jap-
anese. That's §315.000 waorth.

The tax on a salray of $362.88(0.
with only a $500 deduction, fig-
ures out al $314,986,
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