= Fre el

SRS T
CRT R R R

b

By Georde Ethelbert Walsh.

Overhesd the dull clouds

five miles from bhome,”

ved  “Fr will be' & bhard

' restegd goma moments againsl a

. heavlly laden birch tres, whose white

_ he mechaoleally stripped off.

While cngaged in this occupation he
beard a noise which aroussd tho natur-

“= "l iostinets of the hunter, It was a
- Ialnt blsat of o deer, but With a strange-

the other, snd then relessed 1t. There
‘wes & louder click than before, and the
Lwo bucks leaped a foot In the alr.

But much to their own surprise they
ralsed thelr beads [b the alr and shook
them free. Thei stared at each othar,
twisted thelr necks to see if they were
broken, and bént their Seads down and
then up again, They’ danced around
the opon space and appearsd so dazed
by thelr sudden release that they acted
ke ehildrén juet out of school.

Donald laughed aloud and sald:
“Don’t know what to make of It, do
you? Well, don't do any more fighting,
or you'll got In trouble again.”

The bucks appesyed not to notles
him. Then, at the sound of hls volce
they stopped and stared at him. Now

1| don't try any of your tricks on me,"

“What's wp? Something Is wrong!
It must be a wolf or dog!"

© The posslbility of u stray dog in the
‘groat lonely woods was not greal, and
he soon dlsmissod that view from mind.

o0 "It must be wolves or some olher
' wild baast. I wonder how far It is!"

* " Ha lstened intently, applylog hia
L ear to the surface of the snow, The
dismal ery of the deer was ropeated
‘8% lntervals, growing falnter at every
enll. Suddenly Donald looksd up at

#ky anxiously, and then down the
i i led to his home. But with
firgsalye ho tightened the strap
& mnowshoes, pleked up

) started off in another di-

P

g ha | i ylal
Csnowshoss with agility, and
i passed beyond the openlng in
Brest to the thickest part of it

" From thia direction came the strange
bleat of the deor, Five minutes later ho
stood o an opsn glnde with one of
those .rare sights of animal stroggies
pletured before him that Is allowed to
the fortunate lew, Two large bucks
stood facing each other, with lowéred
heads, and horus interlocked In & dond-
Iy embrace. In thelr flerce struggle tor
the mastery thelr horns had become
entwined so that nelther copld escape,

Back and forth in the small opening
thay had been plunging, pushing, shov.
ing, and pulling, hoping to break the
dendly embrace, but all they had ac~
tomplished was to pack the snow hard
under thelr fest and tighten the fearful
grip of the horna.

Donald stood a moment In surprise
pod amazement watching the strug-
gling, doomed animals, No power of
thelr own could ever rolease them. One
might prove the stronger and gradual-
iy Ure out his opponent, bug death to

no vie-

danger. instead of buching and fight-

ing-with the fire of anger flashing In

thelr ayes, thay stood quiet and tremb-

" 'ling, Ulsating pitifully for the help

. which might pever come. Nothing

gould break the lock of the terrible

horne.

. "Well, thila 18 a conundrum” re-

. mmrked Dosald-with a whistle: “If 1

~ shoot' them both it will ralieve thom

sring death; but I ean't take

pme . their bodles, and If 1 jeave tham

here the wolves will soon make way

with them.”

He stood idly by, gazing at the anl

mids, while the iwo bucks stood gulet

" s if walting for bis verdict. A far-

. away ory of a wolf suddenly made

"~ them shivor with fesr, and one utter-

. ed m half-brokeh plea for help, This
_ roused Donald to my: “ .

" “FIl get them out of the trouble If I

can, It's & shums to leave them here to

"be killed by wolves. But it will take
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Donald said, knowing the bellicoss na-
ture of the animals. “T ean drop both
of you in your t -~

Ha' held his rifie ready for an emer
gency, but the bucks after staring hard
at him for several moments turned
qulstly and trotted away together In
the forest. Thoy wers like two friends
who had made vp thelr differences, and
wore determined not to flght or quar-
rel any more, Donald raised his rifle to
his shoulder and muttered:

“How easlly | could drop them! 1
wotider why [ don't? 1've hunted weeks
before nnd never got such a fine shot &y
this, Why don't 1 shoot?”

He lowered and ralsed his rifle, but

i time he shook his head and added:
 be a shame to shoot them
thém out-of such &
ldn't bo right!™
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