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Louis XIV. and the Gypsies.

A Strange Story of the Reason for Nis Sweeping Edict Against Theni.

| Gypeles, or Bohemlans, as they were
talled In early days, made thelr first
appearance In France In 1427, Durlng
the relgn of Louis XIV. the criminal
acts of these lilnerants assumed sich
intolerable proportions that the King
fssued an edlig commanding that all
male members of thelr bands be arrest-
od and sent 1o the galleys and the wo-
men and children consigned to the
poorhouses. The execution of the or-
der was committed to the famous La
Reynie, the frst lieutenant-general of
pollce,

It was the custom In France at that
period, when men and women of noble
birth were involved in criminal sets
outside of affuira of stute, to indicate
them In pollce reports only by the first
initial of thelr surnames. Those In-
terested in learning the Identity of
the Count de B——, one of the prinel-
pal actors of the incident about lo be
related, may discover it by referring to
“La Correspondance de Mme, In Duch-
esse d'Orloans (Charlotte of Bavarlg).”
His name frequontly oceurs in her let-
ters in connection with that of her
husband,

This Count de B—— was a high fav-
orfte at  court, but was  violent,
unscrupulons and quarrelsame, and of
a reputation s0 bad that he wis sus-
pected of having had a hand In the
polaoning of a dearly loved Princess,
Henrletta of England, slster of Charles
1. and 4rst wife of the Duke of Or-
leans.

A rich relatlve, M, de Salnlaine, who
lived In a country house buried in the
woods of Derri, hind promised 1o make
the Count his heir should he die un-
married,  As the [neome from his es
tate was 100,000 francs awl his per-
sonal property amounted (o 1200000
franca, the cupidity of the Count was
arpused and he proceeded o pot ma-
chinery in motion for the carly assimi-

. Intion of his relutive’s nssols,

M. de Salntalne was a bachielor at his
fiftleth year and the chanees of  his
marrying seemed small. He was plous
to excess, was grently ostecimml in his
peighborbood.  Tle maintained his es-
tablishment lavishly, had dogs and
horsea and hunted closely his vasi es-
tats, but he persisted In managing his
own fnancial affairs, and according
Iy attended nelghboring falrs. where
he dlsposed in person of the products
of his various farms One of  these
falrs was helid annnally at Charre, a
nearby town. There M. (e Saintalne
appearcd as usual in charge of a large
herd of cattle and w preat store of
wheat, from the sale of which he real-
fred 20,000 francs. This money he put
in a portmanteau strapped 10 hls sad
dle bags and late in the day started

~———fordighome, a Journey of five leagues,

which could only be necomplished be-
fore night by rapid wravel,

When he had gone o the falr  at
Chatre he was followed by a priest of
his nelghborhood, & man reputed 1o b
assoclated with a band of ralbers, and
by two companion resxies. On o his
wny home M. de Saintaine was Joined
by the priest, who urged him (o sap
and pass the night nt his parsonage,
but the other politely refused and on-
ly wrged his horses to a more rapid
trot. When, however, two of the
horseg {ell dead and both thighs of a
servant riding one of them were brok-
en, nothing remalned for him but to
accept the hospitality of the priest

The parsonage was n very anclent
building, part of o secigniorial castle,
conatrncted at the time of the Crusad-
ers. One wing only had been rebullt,
but it eommunicated with the remains
of the original stmicture by subterran-
san passpges.  The chapel of the castle
had become the parish church and was
connected with some of the rooms of
the parsonnge. An abutting cemetery
occupietd the apnee of the former gar-
den of the castle, What was formerly
a diteh protecting its approach  had
been filled with water A wooden
bridge crossing this led to the entrance
to the parsonnge. On the other slde
wag a great forpst which in former
times constituted the baronial park
Oppogite the church and cemetery was
the priest’s gorden

The house was In charge of a ulece
of the priest, & glrl of modes) demean-
or and very bemutiful, Jullenne by
name. At the sight of a stranger she
became confused, her [nee chunged
from white to rod, nnd her eves fllled
with tears al the brutal command of
her uncle to entertain his guest,

A servant entered and made a sig-
nal Lo the priest, which De Saintaine
saw reflected in o mirror.  The priest
arcse and excused himsell, sayving that
he was called to the bedside of a sick
man. “Hut, uncle, who is 117" asked
the niece. "Big Peter.” 1 have just
seon him pass by.” “You are mistaken,”
eplied the uncle sharply.” “John has

st told me, and he §s better inform-
ed than you" The tone of the priest's
volce was w0 harch and It was so clear
he was lying that De Salntalne re-
gretted he had mecented the hospital-
ity of such a man.

The moon was rising.  De Saintaine
walked to a window to look at  the
lnndecape. To his astonishment he
saw the priest walking to and fro in
front of the housk engaged In animated
talk with two other men. Buddenly
opk of them took from his pocket three
knives, giving on@ to the priest, the
other to his companion, and putting
the third in the breast of his coat.

After the departnre of the unele, Ju-
Henne had not removed her eyes from
the embroidery on which she~ was
working, although she appeared  an-
noyed at the surveillanco she was sub-
Jected 1o by the servant. When the

- mali! at last fell Into & doge De Salnt-
alna took udvantage gf this to converse
with the niece. At his approsch ahe
lifted her hoad and indiented rapidiy
that hoe was In peril] and that she was

 delermineqd to save him, but Lo sscom-
o plish It he must obey her implieitly.

When the priest returned he remark. |

‘ed casvally that one Jacoine, a bour-
‘of Bourges, who wan at the fair
I Ohatre, would be, with.the per-

at

Combons, {he man who distributed thé
rnfves, His appearance In the house
confirmed De Salntaine In the oplnion
that he had been caught In a trap.
When De Saintaine was shown to his
room In anticlpation of the supper
hour, Jullenne managed to whisper to
him to bolt the door and expect fur-
ther news from her. Abont twenty
minutes after he heard a slight nolse
above his head, & little trap oponed in
the celling, & white hand appeared and
& paper was dropped therefrom, con-
talning these word:

They are determined to kill and rob
you, At supper they will offer you
drugged wine, This will throw you
Into a deep slesp, when you.wlll be
killed. John, the groom, and 1 will
save you and myself st the same time
Show mno fear to your companlons;
they will not kill yoy wuntil you are
nsleep. When you m* o your room
walt patlently our a®ival and above
all do not be slarmed If we enter the
room in &n unusual way., Burn this
note and pull back the bolt on the
door.

The supper was uncommonly gowl
and general gayety prevalled. A sign
from John and Jullenne indicated to
De Saintaine the drugged boltle. He
made a pretence of drinking the wine.
During a pause In the conversation e
Saintaine pretended to Lo wleepy and
asked permission of his host lo retive
at about 11 o'vlock.

To assure himsell against surprise,
he tried to push the bolts of the dour;
but they were not In piace, having
evidently been removed while he was
at supper. Al he could do was to
close the door and barrleade It with
i heavy burean. This was barely dono
when a llght noise attracted his at-
tention in n part of the room near the
bed, He walked there, taking the pre-
cantion to arm himeell with  his
sword and plstols. They were useless,
for while at supper the charge In ench
had been drawn. Near the bed in &
panel In the wall, masked by & por-
trait, was pushed back. In the open-
Ing  stood John and Jullenne, oach
holding a dark lantern,

They signalled him to approach, As
he joined them the sound of & key be-
ing turned In the lock of the barri-
eaded door attracted his attenilon. An
attempt (o open |t was prevented by
the furniture placed against it

There was no time to lose; the en-
emy was al hand. John took De Bain-
teine by the band, with the valuable
portmanteau In the grip of the other,
and led him into the mysterious pas-
sage by which they had reached the

panel, which consisted of a large sheet |

of iron. They burried their flight
through a number of subterrancan
lanes, from which they emerged into
the open country al least a mile from
the parsonage and on the opposite
glde of the canal. There lwo horses
woere Lethered; John mounted the one
and De Salntalne the other; with Ju-
Henne on A plillon belilnd  him.  As
they rode on through the forest, the
moon, lghting the side of a hill visi-
ble through a clearing disclosed a body
of men, members, no doubt of the band
of briganda of which the priest was the
chief. At daybreak they reached Do
Saintalne's house. Later In the morn-
ing they set out for Bourges, where
Julienne was placed In  lemporary
churge of the sisters of a religious re-
freat

The prieet, furlous at the escape of
his guest and the loss of his expected
booty, hastened to anticipate an ac-
ensation against him by lodging & com-
plaint againgt De Sa'ntalne for the ab-
ductlon of a mlnor and the ruin of
her reputation so that marringe for her
had become Impossible.

The priest, however, counted without
his host. De Saintaine had fallen in
love with the girl, and although tremb-
ling at the wrath of the terrible Count
de B——, he married her.

When six months after the news of
this event reached the Count there
came with |t n suggestion of the pos-
sibility of an belr to Inherit the great
fortune of De Saintalne, The Count's
rage exconded. all bounds, and because
of his threats and persecutions De
Salntaine died shortly after the birth
of & son,” leaving the widow and boy
in possession of all of his property.

Thres years had passed. The young
Louis brought up by his mother as be-
fitted the Inheritor of such great
wealth, wae living with hér in a house
near one of the gates of the ciky of
Bourges, when n band of Gypsles who
had besn encamped between 8t Ger-
main and Versallles established them-
welves in the immediate neighborhood.
The nine men and women who made
up this band one day engaged In what
apheared to he a violent quarrel In
the presence of a considerable group
of spectators, and a man and woman
of the tribe, nctive particlpants In the
diepute, after the ceremonles custom-
wry with these people under wsimilar
circumetnness, wore driven out of the
camp, together with their Hitle daugh-
Ler.

The same evening young Louls de
Baintalne disappeared from his home
and all trace of him was lost. His (n-
consolable mother expended great suma
of money and employed an army of
ngents in search of him, but with no
sucooss, Lhough It was the general op-
inlon that the Gypsies were concerned
in the kidnapping, Those of the band
remaining in the nelghborhood of
Bourges denled participation in the
crime, and asserted (hat the man and
woman whom they had expelled were
the eculprits, After a month the re-
malinder left the nelghborhood.

Four years later & priest of Bourges
returning from Rome, reported that he
had met with this same community of
Gypeies encamped in the nelghborhood

dled: Ten days later the Cotnt de
B— demanded letters of administras
tion tpon the estate 6f (he husband
and wifé, thé Count agréelag to card
for the property, while knjoying the
Income, untll the fate of young Dé
Safntaine should be fefinitely estad:
lighed. Other felatives opposéd this
application, but the influénce of thé
Count de B—— at court wus s for
midable that he wos placed In posses-
slon of the great wealth.

The affalr slumbered for several
years, when one dpy in 1681 Mme. de
Maintenon, who was caring In secret
for the chlldren of Mme. de Montes-
pon, was surprised to see the Duke du
Muine, the latter's ecldest son, enter
her room leading by the hand a hand-
some lad of about his own age, clothed
in rags, Following them was a young
Gypsy woman 18 or 20 years old, who
explained that the Count de B—— had
bribed her father and mother to kidnap
the lad. Both of her parents had dled
at Venlro, but before dying they had
wade deposition before the Venstian
authorities, to that effect. Moreover,
she had with her two letters written
by the Count de B—— to her father,
arranging with him that thelr tribe
should make way with young Die Bain-
taine,

Nothing could glve Mme. de Maln-
lenon more plessure than these reve-
lations. 1t enabled her to sunoy the
Duchess of Orleans, a bitter onemy,
and the apecial protsctress of the
Count de B——. She made this affalr
her own; she spoke to the king In re
Intlon 1o it and Inguiries were Imme-
dintely Instituted to dieentangle the
plot. The identity of young De Saln-
taine was estabilished without trouble,
and the Count de I}—— wns forced to
relingvigh the riches he had come to
regard ns hls beyond possibility of
allenation. All that saved him from
the gallows was the powerful protec-
tion of the Duke of Orleans,

On account of the part this band of
Gypsles had taken In the abduction of
young De Saintalne, In  July, 1683,
louls XIV. lssucd the wevers adlet
which he mude npplicable to every one
of the race as I all were concerned
in the partlenlar crime.—New  York
Sun.

QUAINT AND CURIOUS.

Korenn widows are not allowed to
TeMmArry.

There are only about ninety dally
papers n Russia

The Sandwich [glander’s alphabet bas
only twelve Ietters

Alaska i3 more than five hundred and
fifty times the area of Rhode Island.

The City of Glasgow makes §7600 a
year profit oul of waste paper vollected
in the streets

The cost of the English navy
amounis 1o $22 a vear for every fam.
Ily in Great Britaln.

lowa I8 about to enact A law making
it Is a misdomeanor for anablebodied
man who is able to work 1o refluse a
job.

The children of Spanlsh residents in
Mexico are less encrgetle than their
parents, and the change becomes more
noticeable with overy generation.

Manchester, Eogland. sacrifices from
L£12000 tn £15,000 every yeur by de-
clining to have advertisements on (18
cars, which are operated by the clty,

Of this year's graduating class at
Yale, numbering 313, 112 will go Into
businesa, 86 into law, 24 into medicine,
25 into teaching, % into the ministry,
and 26 will do special work.

Spruce gum {5 bscoming scarce and
harder to get In the Maine woods, and
school glrla who chew that sort will
have to pay mcre for it hereafter. The
gum now costs §1.35 u pound

Abyssinia produces the finest ostrich
feathers, the price there being §1.44 to
$2.31 per dogen for the best white, 96
cents to §1.93 a doven for black, and
balf as much for gray feathers.

An Arablan woman who Is in mourn-
ing for a near relalive abstains from
drinking milk for sight days, on the
theory that the color of the ligquid does
not harmonize with her mental form.

In I‘lresdran. (iermany, there has been
ostablished a school for locomotive ap-
prentices who will be given an appor-
tunlty for special study on Lhree aven-
ings In the week and on Sunday morn-
ings.

Canoeing Vacations,

To the uninitiated the canoe is &
dangerous craft, to be spoken of with
bated breath; and yet for ordinary wa-
ter but little experience (s needed, con-
pled, of course, with eare and an or-
dinary amount of common sense, When
rapids are to be sncountered It i a dif-
ferent story, and only after consld-
erable experionce should a loaded ca-
nod be taken throwgh heavy water,

A 16foot hoat will carry three per-
sons and n fairly large outfit. Most
peopls carry S0 many unnecessary
things that thelr trip is ruined by the
slowness of thelr progress and the
londs that must be enrried, o say
nothing of the everlasting packing and
unpavking which, unless prope: ly man-
aged, Is, even with light loads, the
bugaboo of camping—Country Life In
Ameriea,

Rare Frult of Sulu,

In the island of Sulu grews the du-
rian, which i about the wize of &
muskmelon. Tts  exterlor presents
sumewhat tha appearsnce of a chest-
nut burr, being prickly and tough;
within the fruit Is white and cheese-

ke, and owing to this pecullarity the | i
American soldlers dobbed It "'_U- 3

table limburger.”” The mangostsen |8
another of the rare frults of the Isiand,

]

A SERMON FOR SUNDA

—ed i

A STRONG DISCOURSE ENTITLED,

‘coD's LOVE FOR MAN." !

The Wev: D, Rebért Ragerd Déilvers &

houzhifol ahd Donvinblog Address:

relug Ud 1o Abjurs BelBahtiond abd
AnimalistheUhietbt 1Mo faedi:

. BroogLyx, N, Y.~Sunday morning the |
Rev, Dr. Robert R rector of thd
Chureh of the Good gfep rd; préachied 4 |
Ilmorfhll‘ul and eonvinei permod ot |
“God's Love For Man." The texts werg
from John iii:16: “God so loved the world |
that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoso belioveth on Him, might not perish,
but hive cverlasting fife," and Mark ix:24:
“Lord, I beiieve, %vlp Thou mine unbe-
lief."”  Dr. Rogers said among other things:

begin our thought this moming with
the fmﬂ' declaration of the beloved Apos.
tle dohn who, better than any other of
Christ's disciples, understood the vital
meaning underlying the Master'slfe, Jesus
wan to John n distinet personality with |
whom he was acquainted, a man among
men, but He was more than this, He was
also at the same time the love of (God in-
enrnate in thin Man's nature, so that He
represented the nature of God, and His
fecling and desires and purposes toward
mankind, God loved the world, Now, af-
ter beginning with this thought, 1T have
taken another verse iroin Seripture, to in-
dicate man's attitude of mind toward
John'a declaration, “Lord, 1 believe, help
Thow mine nnbelief."”

John's statement in a condensed but
very complete ontline of what the Chria-
tian religion aims to teach saen. Tt is the
message of the Cheistian Chvrelr that Jedus
Christ ia the personal demonstration of
Uod's Jove for man, The life and words
of Jeaus are the idustrationn of Lhow God
loves and low He nets toward man, and
alsy what God desires that man  shall
think #ad do towird Uod and toward his
fellow wan

New this kind of thinking leads ua into
the acknowledgment of the supernatural.
1t birings us to the admission that our Di-
vioe Father loves man, and teaches him,
and gmides him by laws nnd standards
which He reveals to man according to his
needs,  Iu other words, the Christian re-
ligion standn for the prosence of God in
this life we are now living, and that He
lias help to give to man, and demands to
l'llil'l!dt' ol man

Ihere are conntless men and women
who believe implicitly in this statemoent of
Giod's presence ruling over life, and who

live in their belief, offering up themuselves
to divine guidanee, regretting their sina
nnd imploring pardun in perfect faith that
it will be granted. There are, on the other
hand, same perhaps, who may they have
no belief in the divine and wpiritusl, and
who would place themselves outside of the
declarationa of the Christian religion, but
I believe this number to be few and grow-
ing smaller every day, as the fuller vision
of the world and its rieh spiritual menning
dawna upon their intelligence, Hut there
i another large class with whom 1 am
:I;wc‘lnlh‘ concerned, who believe and yet

o not believe, They would not deny The
Christian faith, hntf,u-r are they ready to
give their full allegiance to it. There is a
multitude of such people nmong our wen
and women, and may we not ask seriously
why 18 this the case¥ Iy it beeause Christ’s
1rnvhuui andd His life ure 80 hard to be on-
derstood thnt spivitual things can make no
derstaod,  Arve some kinds so constitutod
naturally that wpiritual things can make
no effective appeal to them®

If we were for a moment to admit this
It would destroy the greatest power which
we believe inherent in Christ’y religion,
namely, that to every man, bond or froe, b
black or yellow, barbarian or Seythian,
Jdew or Gentile, learned or unlearned, rich
ar poor, it has the power of entering into
his heart and trans trming o life. There
14 no respeet of persons with God. T grant
you that Christ found that there were cer
tain placea where even He conld not pre-
sent His message with conviction, but the
cawse of Hiv [ailure wan the hardness of
men's hearts and not the ditfioulty of
comprehending His gospel, and this same
reavon will be Tound to hold good in these
doys.

Atheism is no fonger aupposed to be
necossary adjunct of the seientist: but on
tho contrary, the men who are opening the
widest visions of new truth to the world in
these days and teaching the profoundest
lessons to mankind are men who are sin-
cere believers in the message of God's
irrrwtlre a3 revealed by Jesus Christ, or at
Imnl are able to say with earnestness,
‘Lard, 1 believe, help Thou mine unbelier.”
When we come to consider our own lives
and those of the ondinary men anidl women
wround about whom we can understand,
what is it that provents the message of
Jesus Chrint from having the effect upon
us all that it ought to hive®

There has been for the past few years a
warning sounded that men are not attend-
ing our Christisn churehes, and the res-
sous are being given in various ways. Cler-
Byt are uninteresting; churehes are cold,
uninspiring  places; :rwlnm-t are  anti.
quated and illiberal and meaningless to
man in the rtruggle for life. }‘erlmpﬂ
there in a troth in all these statements; 1t
is not diffioult for even a stupid wan to
find a plausible ckcuse for-anything he
cares to do, or to leave undone. Parenta
who ware bringing u{r children, teachers
who are educating them, understand the
readiuess of plansible excuses.

Oul INTEE TXUANTY, WNENCVeT FIVYen, are
hot the real reasons why some men do not
sttend church. Let me say, first, that |
believe it is open to demonatration thit a
larger number of men are intergsted in
the work of the church and atlending its
sarvices and obeying ita inspirations than
at any other time in history. And what
W mare important, they are attending
churches willingly without the compulsion
of ancient times when heaven and hell
were regarded as in the aole power of the
chureh, and men were afraid to absent
themselves, Our Y. M. C. A.'s were never
l\:mmrcum The religious natare of our
llege students was never more genuine
an in our own days,

* But to apeak of those who are not st-
tending our churches, is it not because
they have never had a true vision of the
vital ml;t_r and practicability of Christ's
messages! The ‘:ﬂt majority of men in
this country, at least, are nominal Chris-
tiama. They nend their children to Sunday
schiool, they like to have their wives and
sisters in unfon-with the church, and if
anked whether ih& themeelves believe in
the teachings of Christ and His Chureh,
would either evade the question or else say
they could follow Christisn precepts with-
oot attending chwrch, “In not the fault of
of atlendance on Christinn worship

due rather to the manner of life we are
living than to a definite unbelief in the
virtue of the Christian roligion? They are
80 much absorbed in the struggle for
that they have nelther lfl'm noe
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that f ﬂlﬁmx‘iiug the seligious lite nnﬂ
faith of men. Men eanuol setve God an

mammon 8 frng lnmrl‘. O this evil b
overcomé; and low? I Lelieve that it can,
and the way to overcome ib ia to gatis(y
men thal we dre living In

bual yoorld in w‘tioh IGm; i present and
in which He makes Hiv demands, Profes
sor quu. of Harvard, speaks of the uni

ndaral dnd wpirs |

DEAD LETTER OFFICE:

THIATY THOUSAND MISSIVES A
YEAR FAIL TO ARRIVE,

A Department of the; Postoffice at

o pa—y

veranlity of religions experience opening
up a new world which seitnee has bitherto
sroffed at; but which must be recognived
if we know by bur own experionce that

thore is o tealm of thonght; of love, of |

consdienee; o Fightedvsness, toward which
things our hearts ¥earn. We know o
than ever the laws of this depdriment ol
life, how, under God, bepeficence and
growth and power are wdded to Jife by
their obedience, and how fojury and wenk-
nesn aml suffering are the resultants ol
disobedience to the individual and ta the
nation nod the race,
things, because they see them. I they do
not blmilvw in their power as you aml I,
dear Christinn frmrulls o, it 18 because
they have been hindered by other tiinga
from Jooking nt them seriously enough, If
they can Lo turned romr the craze of Lhe
age, which is selfishness, they will be able
tu kee and apprecinte the workings of this
real kingdom of love and Christ i our
midst.  If the chureh ia to help men it
must open its doors and heart to such men,
It must not refnee their admission or e
tard them by insulting them when they
come, If a man is Imﬁ:.n; for righteous-
neas and anxious to govern his life nccord.
ing to that inspiration, the church ought
to Le ready to give to such an honest man
all B¢ in ready and willie g Lo seeeive. Lot
us pot be aleaiil of our sacraments being
demcvrnted. Moo wilk pa eome to them
nnlgss they repby woal them and believe
in shem,
what they beliove or do not bulieve,  The
working and Jving Churel of Christ i
not that which -Inuh anly have a place and
A welcame for those who ave (nlly equipped
witpy faith o all it saered dootrines, but
& ehurel which, like Cheiat, shall daw all
men wnlo i and geadualle, by lts spivitual
love nold eare, nourinli men into il.lljll-,:hl-)l.
prifileges :m-‘{ Possessinng.

I men van believe some bing of Chirisl's
revelntion of God, if they can sav, “Lord,
I believe,'” it Becomes then the part of
every Christinn as an individusl anid of all
Christinns s an orgapization to help their
unbelief until men can enter into the ful-
nena of Hin message and take for their in-
spiration in life, “God so loved the world
I.Ill.l le ave Hio ow" begotlen Son, ll'|-1|r.

selieveth on Him rluy.hl not perish,

but have everlasting life,'” Thia is t
Christian's message of God's  pres
among ue, Goed loving men, inspiring and
fuirlinu them toward %lio own ideal of pers
ectness.  Thin 18 the opening of the gates
of salvation to men, from scitshness and
animalism, into the happiness and encour-
ngement of knowing that we are the sons
of God, for God hath oot called vs to nn-
cleanness, ut to loliness.  When the
chuarches of Christ take this attitnde 1o-
ward men and men aball learn that the
mintuteation of the ehureh is toward help
ing them out of their sina and mistakes,
rather than in & constant condemnation of
their faults, T believe they will be [ound
within its walls, ready to be helped and
led toward a Targer knowledge of Gad sod
‘i]. ]ﬂ\ C.

Wl e

Dolng One's Benl,

We aliould not oniy seek to do our |“'P‘
but also to do the Lust that van he difnd
No man e tell when he haw done his
beste Fhe best shonld alwass be the losh-
sl repch posabile. The stivng i eaeei-
lenee wonot alone for the sake of the hife
it makes possibie.  No work should ever
be regarded aw “good enough' iF it could
be made better. It was said of Lowod
Broughpm that such was s love of exeel-
lence that, “if his station in e had been
only that of & bootblack, he would never
have rested satisfied notil he had beeome
the best boothlack i Englaml.'”" 1t ia oo
wonder, temarks the Baptist Union, thag
e wan one of the best men in the enipire.
In secking to do his best, ever aiming at
exgellence, he was gradually making Rim-
pelf one of the best men,  And after all,
the great pirpose of life s anly aclieyved
when one unot only does his best, but is his
best.

Hellglous Thonght,

You eannot begin nnvihing
did,  Organization, genesis, m.(
bell Morgan,

When a man thinks he is the whole
chiurch he i apt to ignore the Head of the
Uhurch.—Rom’s Horn.

Contentment s sunhght, discontentment
in starlight, maleontentment 1w night.—
United Preabyterian,

A man does not huve to go to heaven by
freight simply because he eonuot express
hirmsell in meeting.— Ram's Horn,

When the Christian rises above such
small details ns telhing the trath and deals
ing honestly God is going to let him drop
bard,—~Ram's Horn,

No one need go down to cternnl death
who in able to turn arcund and go the
other way, for the other way leads to etep
nal lfe.—{nited Presbyterian,

FOU neve
fold—Cinpe-

Christinn Submission,

A uissigoary 1n India, Rev, W. T.
Byers, tells this story, which illustrates
that the I:mpcl carries its comfort in dis-
tress Lo the convert in Indin as it docs in
this country.

“One of our older Bengali bovs, whom
we were counting on to help us in the fu-
ture, was carried off in a few hours by a
violent fever. His poor father had strug-
ﬁlud to give his boy every chance to learn,

oping he would beeome o Christinn work-
er. But the Master saw fit to take him
for higher service in the kingllom above.
When this father waa told that his son
had passed away be bowed his head in wub-
mission worthy of any Christian in any
country, as he said: “The Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken awny; bleswed be the
name of the Lord."—Ram's Horn.

Munhood.

Manhood has two or three qualitien.
First, self-assertion, and a good many nien
never get beyond that—they becope bul-
lies or egotists, They always get their
way, ride rough shod over every manm, 1
do not say wcli-assertion in o be

stroyed, it is to be directed, and that s

the second quality, self-divection, That
power belongs to every man. God Him-
sell does not invade or destroy it. The
powers of sell-assertion and self-direction
reach their climax in self-surrender to the

highest.—Rev. W. T. McDowell, New York

City. o

A Wish.
To be free from narrowness;
To respond to the nearest need,

To help all;
To magnify lhe.gooci in the meanest,
To lumil:xl:e with love apparent faults iv
)
To give God His opportunity in me;
To Eﬂhu Hisplan ll,:: the world He lovrs;
Let this be my wish.
==W. I, Lauders.

Out of Pocket Bul (ot Even.

A 'Squire not & great ¢ lstance from
bere was visitad by a ofient,' who pro-
tested that a liveryman had “shaved”
him dreadfully, and he wanted (o
come up to him.

“I aaked him," oxplained the client,
“th% charges for & team to go to Ded-

He repHed $1.

Moen believe in these !

We anz tanaeh of men about |

w Wherd. [There I8 a
Blending of Joy and Zorrow—S8ome
Curious Articies Found In the Mails.

How rarely a letter miscarries when
its writer has ordinary intelligence
and |8 fantlliar with the conventions
which perfaln to postal transmlssion
in the United tates! If the person to
whom the Iotter la sout has moved,
with little deloy bis letter pursues
him. If carelessness by the sender
confounds numbers, streete, countles,
towns, even dtates, with what Infinite
palng nre the mistaligs corrected by the
postal clerks!  Yet, with all this cure
more than 30,000 unclaimed letters and
parcels daily find their way to the
Dead Letier office at Washington.

Visiting the fing new postofMice
gtriucture In Washinglon, ene leaves
the ground toor by an elevator for (e
Dead Letter oddice.  Left below are
hopes that are fast belng carried to
fruition; approaching are those which
have failed of [t—not yet hopelessly
falled, for passing down the corridor
of the Dead Letter office, watching the
more than a hundred clerks as they
raj*dly tear the wrapper from letter,
from paper, from pareel, ouc feels
that, though sacred privacy be invad
ed, an ultimate Joy may possibly suc-
ceed I, And not alvays 18 this pri-
vacy lnvaded, for, while more than 8-
300,000 lettera and parcels were opened
during the year just passed, 1,000,000
were dellvered unopened Lo the own-
ers, 800,000 of them to forelgn coun-
triea.

No longer, as formerly, is thero a
distinetive dead lotier muzram. Imt
womae of the curiouy articles ol Interes
found In the malls are Incliled In th
genernl postal museum, on the growmd
floor of the bullding,

The first thing which the visitor on-
counters Is the pathetic case of sol
diers' photographs.  As he turns leafl
by leafl of It he fancles the weary wilt
ing at the bome fireshde for the face of
the soldier boy who never came; nlias,
many times the lad himsell found scep-
ulehre on the battleficld or died in
the hospital, and this priceless me
mento would so have comforted the
mourning hearts who perchance walt
ed long and hopelessly his coming, The
faces are fuded, the paper yellow with
age, of o style and fashion long passed
away, strange in feature o Lthose who
look on themm now, vet Lthere was a
time when the lm:-:*ghl fromyg each ple-
tured eve was mirrorad In some other

From the eorcidor, Dlostrative <ol
mall transportation from the enrliest
days when It was undertnken, and ity
mathods In the most remote and [nac
cesslhle parts do duty lor the "express
mall,” one enlers & room consecrated
mostly to the unique and eurious col-
lection selected from the Dead Letter
office.

In the glass cases which contaln the
ehiblt the pathetle anid the ridieulons
touch other, and one may at the same
moment be moved to smiles or tears,
while a shiver of horror erecps over
him at the sight of an “Inferngl mu-
chine” fortunately unclalmed or o (dy-
namite bomb not less Infernal

Balls, hullets and varlous mementos
of war are numerous, and some of the
stilettos and other slde arms of beau-
tiful workmanshlp. Near by there s
a palr of handeuffs, which perchance
might tell a story.

The reptile world, among other yari-
eties, s represented by a rattlesnake,
a horned toad, a tarantula and numer-
ous erocodiles, mostly alive when sent
There are a jawbone, possibly of an

ersl sets of falge teeth, for which the
rorresponding - gumsa have perchance
worn (hemselves out with waiting, a
skull, white and grinning, while Its
fellow rembers are dust; an Indlan’s
head, Indlan moceaslons, and many
palrs of baby shoes, shaped by the lit-
tle feet which have worn them, and
which, alas, falled to tell thelr lttle

tender story to an absent father.

A complete layette suggests the lov-
Ing thought which sent a welcome to
| Bome expected baby guest, with dolls
of all races and varieties, from Chi-
nese to walnut, together with toys of
many descriptions.

Here are the wedding cake which
some bride had to do without, a large
box of raislns which might have en-
abled some other bride to make her
own oake, and boxes of candy—
“gweots' which never reached “the
sweet.”

There are fine ivory carvings and
wooden ones, running the gamut from
a circle comb to the “Lion of Lu-
cerne."”’

There are Bouth African gems of
various settings; watches, lockets,
#eals, chains, rings, charms and hair
Jewelry.

Faces have here for years looked
from quaint old Ivory minlatures, with
hope of a recognition which has never
como—one of & Chinese girl, so far
from home that she could scarcely ex-
pect It Daguerreotypes, fadeless on
thelr allver plates, have seen them-
selves superseded by newer and more
popular methods of the sun's printing
—perhaps the face itself yas long ago
superseded by a fairer.

Tollet sots, hairpius, thimbles,

needlen, shears and a wire bustle are
feminine In quality, while razors,
sawn, cantetms and what are appar-
ently bound books, but used to contaln
whiskey, betray the masculine.
! The prayers of some fair penitent
were possibly hindered for want of the
rosary which never reached its des-
tination,

ass, with all its teeth firm set, and sev- |

from & wooden sabot to a finely ecured ]
ham, soldler equipments predominat-
Ing.

Of curlons letters there are many,
Imth in contenis and suporscriptions,
but strangest of all ls p love missive

(written on a board one by three fest |

In dimensions, “Dick,” the writer,
was ingpirod to this eccentricity while
attending a “board” meeting, and
wrote to “Hattie," reproaching her for
her silence. In duo coursa of time
“Hattie" was discoversd and notified |
by the Dead Letter oficial that such

a billet douw awalted her, with 85 centa. |
due In extra postage, This she de-
clined to pay, saying that she had no
use for “limber” nor for “Mek.” - So
some of the romances and the trage-
dies of life leave In this little room
their record, interesting 1 the “‘touch
of nature which makes the wholo
world kin:" for who at some hour of
his lfe has vot been swayed by the
different emotions which throngh thess
relies of & bygone day have striven for
expression?

What mysterles In the unopened let
ter, how potentinl for joy, for sorrow;
how frefghted with happiness or mis-
ery, and how far resching in 18 re
snlts!  The spoken word may be for-
gotten by him who otiers i1, and fade
from the memory of him who hears:
written, It Is freighled with a power
before which even judge and Jury bow,

“What might have been” but for
these mischances of the Dead Letter
offico no one can say; if by them Joy
hag been frostrated, tragedy has bien
avortod, and so the sum of human hap
plneas muy not have been diminished
as much as would appear,—New York
Tribune,

HASHEESH IN EGYPT,
Many Ways in Which the Potent Drug
Is Smuggled.

The Exvptinn ls satiefying hig pas-
ston for the dream glving  hasheesh
goulis ta hafe the Boglish customs of-
fleers o motny ol wnes, AL Alexan-
drig there 1§ a0 vorltable  musenm,
where  are  stored  planos, picturo
frames,  biscull  boxes, table  legs, |
haals, demijolms und refrigerators. In
all these artleles smugglers hal stored
hasheesh. Despite the vighlanee of the
English officials, it Is estimated that
not more thin one-tenth of the baneful
drug dmpartsd into BEgypt 18 discov-
eril

An Egvptinn smoker of hasheesh Is
aven a more helpless  slave than the
Chinese onlum fiend. He knows that
in the end he will breome & madman,
vet e rushes toward the awful goal
with  unrelaxed  speed. With  the
strungo exaltation which first comes
(o the smaler, he feels himself flont-
Ing from elowd to clowl, or alighting
ir=klie gardens of palaces, all hls own;
or swimming with mermalds through
the opatesceat depths of the sea. And
when the braig.grows slugglsh he be.
llevos that he ean woo back his fond- |
et droams with o i thermaro-petent
e,

Most of the hasheesh which BEgypt
consumes comes from Greece,  From
the husks of hemp seeds and the ten.
der tops of the hemp plant the Greeks
manufacture a greenish powder, whose
fumes bring the ccestnsy lts  vietima
desire.  The profits of those who sue-
copsfully smugele the drug into the an.
clent lamdd of the Pharaohs are tre-
mendous.,  Outgide of Egypt hasheesh
sells for 60 cents n pound. In the
country adlolning the Nile It costs as
mitch as $5

Not long ago a great number
table legs were unloaded on a whart
at Alexandria, eonsigned to an Interior
point.  In wnloading the legs into a
Nile slifl, a stevedore chanced to
break one in two.  Hefore long he was
dancing about, streteling his  arms
over his head, Hfting his feet ns high
as his walst wiin every step, and mut-
tering:

““Let me have hell, ton, 1 am raler
of heaven; why should not my domaln |
Inelude Lell also?”

On exmmlnation It was found  that
about half of the table legs were hol
low, and we=s filled with the green
dust of hasheesh, and the stevedore
had helped himself Hberally from the
storehouse he had Jiscovered.

There is hardly an article of com-
muerce on which the hasheesh smug-
gler does not levy In Lrying to “run”
the customs ofice. The backs of pl-
anos have been stripped off to reveal
packages of. hasheesh tucked away in
various parta of the case so carefully
that one might play a Beethoven sym-
phony withont the slighteat hint (hat
the Instrument was drugged.

Jugs foymerly proved a favorite
purveyor of the smuggler's hasheesh.
They were made with double sides so
that they were in reality narrow bot-
tlos inclosed within wideflanged earth-
ern sides. The neck of the bottle was
the neck of the jug, so that on pulllng
oul. the cork one might pour out trua
liquor yet, on cracking the jug, one
could find the vackages of the hash-
pesh stowed away between the outer
and inner walls,

Japanese Foods,

Rice and dried fish are the yniform
food of the Japanese army in cam-
palgning tmes. Thia Is the way in
which the rice is cooked: It is bolled
untll quite black and glutinous Next
it ls placed on a ceramlc slab, rolled
out, and out Into squares. The squares
are then placed In the sun to dry
and often turned When hard as sea
biscuit and greatly reduced in weight,
they can be stored. A certaln number
are nllowed each day to the soldier.
All ho has to do li to break up a
square In ling water and to add

In a few minutes he

| Rt ross

| wtrietly

Ahal these maglglgns

i

ICE MADE WITH ICE.

Process Which Has Been Under
periment in Chicago.
An experimental plant W attem
Lo prove the feasibility of what
termed the “Cook process” of pro e
Ing fce In easily scparable lnyers im=

‘an lce house was erocted at Fol

fifth streel and the Lake Bhore
road trucks, Chicago, lust winter,
Iee and Refrigeration, A frame sty
ture, Zixbh fert In size and Some §55
feet high, was ercoted, with a flog -'._
of bounds lald upon a bed of cinde ;
aud walls made of pine boards nallody =
not very closely, to the Inslde sue
faces of the 6x8 uprights. The bullds &
Ing was not completed till the l.llpl_
ter part of Jannary, and hence it
was Februnry before Lhe freexing be-
gun, and only some four or five layors,
the size of the houss, or, say, 150 tons
rof lee were gecurod before the thaw-

! ing weather set in the latter part of

that month.

In the Couk process emall blocks of
woodl ur lee, say four inches cube, ars
el at convenlent distunces, 22x44 inch
rentres, for instance, to serve as “sup-
ports’ for the layer of ice (o be made
abave. Water is then turned on un-
til these blocks are just covered, and

| ms goon #ms this water has (rozen suffi-

clently to form a substantial crust of
Lee all pround, the romalning water I8
drawn off,  The upperernst Is  themr
Nooded with, say, ten inehes of waler
moad left o freeze.  OF course, ag soomn
as a substantinl ceust of lee has form-
¢il over the top of this body of waler
I the honse another serles of blocks
fs placesd on top, Hoeded with waler,
allowed 10 freeze o and the interlor
water drawn off. thug forming suc-
cossive Iayers of lee, one above the
other. The process Is o very interest-

ving one, but ftg snecess wns not ens
| tirely

demonntrited

Reading as a Cure for Sickness.

One could wish that the Doctor of
Medieitie oveaglonally  ealled in the
Doctue of Lotters to eases of mental
Thers is n tonic guality in
hoaks, propeely chosen, which i85 a8
benefleent to the mind as change of
seone or doses of ol waler Peopla
do pot realize that the shortest way
from the quagmire of the modern
nurest is o total forgetininess of sell,
and few konow that  the  healthiest
nepenthe s 1o e found In reading.
The word disease signities the nega-
tion of ease, and most forms of neu-
rotle sickness are a deliberate effort
on Lthe part of the invalll to make
himsell wneasy. I doetire were Lo
preseeibe o conrse of Cervantes, or
Mollere, of HBalgie, or  Sterne,  or
Diekens, or even Shakespeare, and a8
onjoin  thormghness  in this
course, as they would if the treat-
ment were a matter of diet or medi-
cine, many of their patients would
begin to meml from the first moment
1 glven them
a forgelMilines of sell. " .
that Poe dectares in the “Ravem,”
“vailnly 1 had sought to borrow from
my books surcease of sorrow.”  but
the opinion of the world Iz over-
whelmingly againgt him, Good reads
ing 1% o forgetfidness of cares, and,
by the same token, it is an education
fn all those gualities which make Hie
dwaeet and greatly desired, It
I# the valetudinarian who most con-
stantly tells one, petulantly  enough,
that he never reads  books—London
Globe,

o b

Fortune Found In a Statuette,

Many oldfashioned French people
are given to stowing away their pe-
cuniary possessions in odd nooks and

| corners, often to the bewllderment of

thelr helrs. A characterlstic ;
comes (rom the environs of Parls)
the herolne of the adventure belng &8

old lady who explred a few monthe

had put by a certain
amount of money, which she .
gqueathed to two nephews, One of

them walved hig rights in favor of

ago. She

his brother, merely asking to be &l * %
lowed to keep a little statuette ne & &

souvenir of their departed relative.

One day the servant of this sclf-de- =
break
the statuette, and to the amazemént =

nylog Individual happened to

of its owner a lock of halr, a medal

lion, and last, not least, a number: of %
notes

one thousand franc bank
dropped out from among the Trag-
ments, He retained these artioles
as some compensation for the smasls
ed statuette without mentioning il
affair to his brother, but having had™
occaslon shortly afterward to disn

his servant, she botook herself in b
haste to that gentleman, and

the whole Incident., The owner
the statuctte has -been requested |
hand over half the sum to his bre .."’_‘f
and has been threatened with »

sult in the event of refusal.—
Telegraph.

To Exploit Victorlia Falls

A company bas heen formed &
ploit Vivtoria Falls, in the
and will bulld a hydro-electric g
ing wtation, with Lhe expeota
supplylng power to the Wankle
fields, Buluwayo, the Kwelo, 8
and Hartley gold flelds, all of
are within 300 miles. Tho falls
aver 400 feet high, and; while &
amount of energy running to

he'.,a




