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Straw-Ride

{ By Fletcher Cowan. 5
L.
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The village of Racketville was at
fever "

At fovel heat in the middle of Feb-
ruary.

What an absurd expression that is,
by the way. AL fever heat In the
middle of February, when the genernl
climate Is so sternly suggestive of ul-
slers; arctics, chest protecters and Bal-
‘timore heaters. But we use it only In
o figurative sense. Racketville was at
o perfect fever heat, not according to
‘the thermometrical pressure, but the
pressure of excltement and expectation.

What was the cans? of this ferment?

Why, the following notice, clipped
from tho “Local 1tems” column of the
village papor:

“It Is & well known fact that the an-
nual straw-rides of oug esteemed fel-
Jow townsman, Farmer Frisker, are the
most prominent features of Racket-
ville's winter enjoyments. Tomorrow
évening, at hall-past seven, the best
straw-ride of tho season will start
from Frisker's houso, to travel all the
way to Dan Kelly's hotel st Fairview,
where quite a surprising sensation s
promised to take place. The party
will return home in plenty of time for
the next day's dinuner. Over filly in-
vitations have been issued.”

Is it not likely ‘ho} such an an-
nouncement should canse quite a
furore, that everyone In the village
who had the least claim to acqualn-
tanceship with the Frisker [amily
should be looking forward to recelv-
fng an Invitation: and that everyone
who had not, should determine on go-
ing down to the Frisker cottage Lo see
the party off? for, in the opinion of
everyone, Lhe startivg off of tho ma-
nunl Frisker straw-ride was a sight
not to be missed, or eclipsed either,
even by the great dizplays of Christ-
mas and the Fourth of July

Well, the evoentful evening arrived
in safety, and a more glorious one for
a straw-ride could not have been
wished for. The moon and stars wers
out and shining beautlfully, the sur
rounding country presented the most
lovely snow landecape the eye could
feast upon, and the road over which
the party were to travel was Iln splen-
did condition.

Half-past seven camo, and the great
straw-ride started from the Frisier
cottago amld the cheers of hall tho
village populace, who hal assembled
to see them off, and the crash of a
brass band that Farmer Frisker had
pecured to accompany the party.
“Music allers seemed (v patch up such
& sort o' enchantment around ihe

pepe,"” he said.

H'here were four slelghs full of o

sta,

. 'P.".---.“. qulite pritly sight. TH
Borses were trimmed up fantastically,
too, like a lot of animals In the holl-
day mssortmont of a New York depart-
ment store.

As the party moved away (rom the
cottage the scene was lIL up magnifl-
cently by the glare of brilllant fire-
works, which had also been provided
for thoe oocasion.

Then away the hlelghs sped In flne
style over the Acecy road llke arrows,
and the crisp snow crackled beneath
them with sharp, soapping sounds,
the bells Jlngled with n merry unison,
and the volees rang out upon
frosty air with a far merrier discord-
Anco.

The night was snperb. The glisten-
ing jewels of tho sky shed a soft, ce
lestinl glow over the snow.clad hills
and meadows, and gave the country

- - the appearance of an ermine paradise,

On, on flew the sleighs, past houses,

' fencos, trecs and mile posts, like loco-

motives, untll the village was left
many miles behind. On they dashed
throtgh the hills and valleys, aad
across the low, white-carpeted mead-
past scattered villages and silent,
Iy homesteads, the party enjoying
this pleasant diversification of scenery
all along the route Enjoying the
peonery’ and enjoying plenty else.
Ah, how nice It wes! How really
pioe it was! Young Simon Lee, for
{nstance, sltting with his arm around
the waist of Laura Dale, pointing out
{0 her the places of Interest upon the
road, the old dead sycamore tree, with

' the spring in ita trunk famed for such

water, the broken-down bridge
~where ha used to fish, the hauntsd
~mill beslde Brewster's, where ha got
Al that preity palr of plgeons some
‘time ago, etc.  All this while her
father and mother, sitting quite near,
in danger of looking; when they
not looking, the conversation

were
were
. was oarried on in the sllent language
of the eyes, And made doubly interest-

\ {ing by aflectionate bouts in hugging
AN the dther young people derived an
mense gmount of enjoyment in ‘pre-

sely the same mannor.
mo_na persan there who on-
hin a8 thoroughly as all the

at person was Bachelor Spriggs,
an eccentric individoal, but the
intelloctual man in Racketville.

0 one, however, seamed to maks

ph of him during the ride, or to
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the moonlight as he ralsed it to his
lips and took what he humorously
termed his “astronomlcal observa-
tions," A
Farmer Frisker began to gel nerv-
ous. Ho had brought Spriggs out upon
the ride for a particular purposs—to
make a blg speech at Dan Kelly's hotel
na the opening feature of the "surpris-
ing sensation” he hud promised In th
notiee of the village paper. 1
He began to fear that Spriggs would
be unfit for the delivery of the speech.
These fears were considerably height-

~ened by the bachelor suddenly burst-

lag out Into a bolsterous song, and as
tipsy men's songs aro always as long
as your arm, he never finlshed until
the slelghs entered Falrview and
deshed up before Dan Kelly's door,
where folly balf the town were gath-
ored to receive them.

"Spriges!” cricd Frisker, selzing the
bachelor by the bhair so viclously that
he yelled like a wild beast. *1 didn’t
think you'd sarve me in this way.
Tarnatlon take your distillery stom-
ach! You're not it to grace a mud-
gutter, let alone a grand afair ke
this here. You're not fit to spout
now."

“Oh, yes, I nam, Frigker,” sald
Spriges, In & quavering volee, "Trust
me—trust Spriggs. He's not gone back
on you, He'll make a grand sp-speech.”

Frisker sald nothing, but turning to:

one of his sons who was assisting some
of the girls from the slelghs, .whis-
pered:

“Zach, for mercy's sake, keep Bpriges
down in the barroom, or he'll turn
the whole affair into n cirous. Don't
let him upstalrs, or 1'll go mad!”™

“Dut, father, T can't hang onto his
coattalls all the time. | musl be pres-
eal upstairs.”

“Then tell Dan Kelly to get some
one to do the job, If Sprisgs gets up-
stalra n cock fight will be nothing to
the row he'll raise.”

Frisker, Ir., promlsed he would, but
the gir] of his heart was welting to be
handed from the slelgh, and as he
sprang to do his doty Spriggs fled
from his memory.

As tho party left the slelghs and
filed upsiairs into the enug parlor of
the holel, averyone, excepting the
members of the Frisker familly, and
the Darrell famlly, and a few othe
was burning with
what the Usu
gaing to be,

When all
lighted patl
m ) Lk

parroll was dressed in

handsome black, which Is not general-
ly worn upon a siraw-ride, either,

Two or threa other ladles and gen-
tlemen were dressed In a style not to
be expected for a straw-ride, and the
families of Frisker and Darrcll were
dressed in thelr very best,

All this cansed curiosity and re
mark.

Suddenly the presence of Parson
Brooder, nitting at an adjolning tabhle
with & Bible before him, was noted,
aod this and that put together gen-
erated & great daal of suspleion,

In the midst of the mysterlons whis-
perings Farmer Frisker arose, and,
with a sly smile, that showed how he
enjoyed the deception he had prac-
ticed upon his friends, disclosed the
nature of the "surprising sensation."

“My frlands,” he said, “1 wanted to
provide you with real enjoyment upon
this ride. We have had great fun on
the road but [ have reserved the cream
of thse amussment to the laat, This
cremm wa would have chumed at my
house, but there wasn't enough room
there, 80 we'll churn It here nnder the
roof of good Dan Kelly. The great
sensation anounced to take place hera
Is the marriage of my daughter to
young Stephen Darrell, an which 1
pray you to shower your hlessings.”

This intslligence was recelved, first,
In silent astonishment, for only the
few wa have mentloped had had the
least Inkling of the secrel, but after
the astonlshmont was recovered from
it was greeted with a storm of ap-
planse.

What Frisker had done In his few
words he had intended Spriggs to
make the subject of a splendid speech.
But, alas! Spriggs ba’ falled him In
his hour of nesd, and he was forced
thus to be his own speechmaker, but
it Is our belief that the great Spriggs,
had he been In 6t condition, with all
his polish and ready command of lan-
goage, conld mot have dellvered a
speech with better effect than had the
farmer in his few blunt words,
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yOUDg men gone on the errand.

“Confound the thing!" cried Fris-
kor. “There ain't much more jobbing
to do, is there, purson? Well, then,
st the wedding go on In the dark.
Darn ft! I've heard that It's bad luck
to stop in the middle of a, marriage;
and if that's the case, the dark ain't
golng to stop my daughter's”

“You, Jet it go on in the dark!™
cried Farmer Darrell. “I've heard that
it's bad Inck to stop, too."

The parson attempted to expostulate;
but both the farmers ordered the mar-
riage 1o go on In the dark. So the
bride took her place beside a flgure
which she supposed to be that of her
husband, and the service went on.

“Do you mooept this woman as your
wedded wite?"

No answer was heard. Everyone
supposed that the bridegroom had
spoken i, but that, owing to nervous
ness  which sometimes does affect
bridegrooms to a great degree, he had
spoken inaudibly.

“Do you accept this man for your
wedded husband?"

‘T do," replied the Lride, In a firm
voles, "Gracious, Stephen, how you are
trembling[" she was then heard to
whlisper.

“Then 1 declare you man and wife!™
sald the parson, "and the blessing ol
God, and of everyone, be upon this
unfon."

Aa he sald these words the figure of
the hushand bent toward the bride
Bhe thought he wished to kiss her, and
presented her (ps for the purpose of
being so treated.

Her lips met something, but it was
not the lips of her husband. It was
something very cold, and a strange,
shiverlog sensation passed over her as
she felt ita touch.

“His—want some—hlc?" asked a
quavering volce, and the next {nstant
the young bride fell & cold stream of
some liquid poured over her face.
Bome of It went down her throat and
nearly chol , and by Its taste

TE it to be whisky.

ng shriek and
ms of her father,

de her, just as

i the room In

n lamp.

o scene,

quring o lattar 1 of T care-
mony, stood In the glare of ths light,
with one hand grasping his brown
flask, and the other clutching the table
for snpport—aprigegs, the bachelor,
stood half married to Miss Sarah

Frisker.

The excitement that prevalled after
this thrilling tablean it would be hard
to portray.

"Blame that Spriggs!"” roared Farm-
er Frisker. “Throw him out of the
window!"

“lat me at him till [ break his
neck!™ cried Stephen, and Indeed the
angry pair would have broken the
poor bachelor's necik had friends not
interfered and calmed them down, and
hore Spriges out of sight.

Then, when ths full rididulousness of
the scene was realised, there was
great amusement. The cause of the
light golng out so suddenly was that
somebody downstalrs had turned off
the gas, but whether designedly or sc-
cidentally could mnol be ascertained.
The mirth and excltement over the
affalr did not subside for fully fifteen
minutes.

By that time the bride had recovered

Jfrom her faint, and the fathtr and

bridegroom from their desperation.

Then the ceremony was re-enacted,
and the right man was married.

After the ceremony there was a
splendid supper, and after that, spirit-
od dancing, which was kept up until
an early hour of the morning.

Then ihe straw-ride party left Dan
Kelly's and reached Racketville not
only In time for dinner, but In plenty
of ime for breakfast

“We have had & first-rate time
Haven't wb, Frisker?” sald one of the
farmer's friends.

“Yes, a spankin' time” sald Fris-
kér. “Straw-rides are very well In
their way, but the' next straw-ride |

up will be & straw-ride and noth-
ng else. Never while | have brajna

man's houss 1 be hustled into-wed-
lock, Then I'l know sha'll not be
married In the dark."—New York
Weekly.

How To Be Popular.

mcxmmu IN BRAZIL.
Not Uged as Jewelry, But in Demand
for Boring Machines.

The black diamond s an Important
article of commerce, nol becatise it is
destined o cmbollish the hand of
fomining graco, hut heeause of the faot
that it hos beon widely applied in In-
dustry, where It {s almost ns valuible
a8 ita white fellow. The home of the
black diamond s Brazil, the classical
lind of the diamond, the richest beds
of the mineral having been found In
the Province of Bahin and on the
banks and in the bed of the Baoc Jose
river. The stone, which ia perfectly
opague, s not beautiful, and If the
maglcal word diamond had neéver been
applied to the substance there Is no
doubt that to this day the black dia-
mond would be a thing unknown,
However, the favor which this minoral
enjoys is of very recent date, for 20
years nago |ts properties were un-
known, and the trnde n the stone was
practieally nothing.

The constantly Increasing perfec
ton . of boring Instruments brought
out the value of the black diamond,
the use of diamond point drills now
having become so general that the
price of the mineral has in conse-
quence rapldly Increased. Today the
dlamond has become of prime neces
slty in working tempered metals, saw-
ing of marbles, plercing of tunnels
and galleries, and In mines, At the
time of the Inauguration of the Lab-
oratory of Arts and Trades, July 1,
1803, a circular saw, provided with
dinmond points, produced surprising
results, cuttlng Into thin slices the
hardest of materlals. 'On the banks
of the S8ao Jose we find the traces of
the first exploitation of the mines by
the natives, the Garimperos. The
black diamond, however, having no
commercial value, did not attract these
people, and shey were apparently lg-
norant of the real character of the
mineral, From the report of an engl
néer who explored the region In 1858
we learn that one day the diammond
diggers diacuvered a black stone In
B8ao Jose. Ther ook the stone to one
of thelr huts und sought to discover
its nature by attempting to crack It
All thelr efforis were frultless, the
stone resisting the most powerful
hammers, and afler a tlme It was
thrown back Into the river. The
stone welghed about 10,000 karats,
and at the present price of $40 a karat
represents a loss of $400,000.

The exploitation of the Brazilian
dlamond mines by the Garlmperos, It
Is unnecessary Lo say, was not sclen
tifle. The c¢revices of the rock are
explored with the hand, the gravel be-
Ing taken away in little barrels, which
are carrted on the head, Attempts
have been made o lessen the time ot
the work by diving for the mineral,
but the violence of the stream la such
rainy season that this plas

1 Nl ed '. n O ¥

T I it ofwrtining. Dams
will be erected 300 feet apart and con-
trifugal pnmps will be Installed for
the purpose of drawing off the water,
The results of the work can not be &
question of doubt, judging from the
past performances of these dlamond
mines.

The guestion naturally arises, Why
have the diamonds been found in the
Bao Jose? The answer to this |s not
difficult, and is given whon we state
that the original rock—which former
ly occupled the high plateau—has
been gradually disintegrated, the de
bris of the rock being carried by rains
into the Bap Jose, Because of thelr
density the biack and white dlamonds
were concealed under the sand, to
gether with the mineral accessories
which surround them and which are
the Indieations of the precious stones.
Thus, In the course of years, these
beds have been formed, beds the rich-
ness of which ls Inealeulable—World
Wide Magazine.

Some Extremea of Cold.

The lowest cold recently experl
enced was very moderate compared
with records of severe years. lllus-
trating this point, Reov. Bamuel D,
Bander of Thornton-heath, writes that
In the beginning of December, 1874—
when he was reclor of Bishop Middie
ham, In Durham—his thermometer,
foet from the ground, pever rose dur
ing the week about 0 degrees (zero)
Fahrenheit; and at Cornforthr Colllery
the curate of the parlsh roported that
the thermometer sank to slx degrees
below mero. In 1896 it descended out-
side a bedroom window to 8 dogroes,
or" 24 degrees of frost. There haa
been mpothing approsching this at
Thornton-treath since 1895, when the
ground was frozen to s depth of three
feet, and wator supply In many places
cut off. Our correspondent thinka
that mo pebplo In the world stand ex-
tromes of heat and cold ke the Eng-
lish, That groat Bwisa gulde, Car
rell, who accompanied Mr. Whymper
at Chimborazu wsd Cotopax!, way af-
torwards. frozen to death on Memt
Blane, when the two Bnglish toirfats
whom ht was gulding escaped.—JLon:
don Telegraph.
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SOLDIERS USE SKEES

EFFICIENCY OF NORWEGIAN
TROOPS INCREASED.
THEREBY,

Both Jenaness and Russlans Might
Profit by This Experience and Ine
troduce the “Foot Sled" In Their
Armies During the Manchurlan Cam.
palgn,
1t would seem that both the Japan-

ese and the Russions might profit by

the experience of the Narweglans and
introduce the skes Into thelr Manchu-
rian  manoeuvres. By wso dolng they
would enable thelr soldiers to move
nearly three times as quickly over the
snow; for the skee practically trans-
forms the foot to which it Is fastened
into a sleigh with a narrow, lithe,
nine-fool wooden runner, tipped with

a sort of toboggati prow.

Norway Is the home of the skee, and
it {a here that its practical use has
been best recognized. Not only does
the Bcandinavian appreclate the “foot
sled” In the way the Canadlan doss,
for the sport It furnishes in the huut
or the coasting carnivals, but he has
come Lo reallze that It 8 a most Im-
portant aid in winter time to the sol-
dier. He will even tell you that If
Napoleon's army bad been equipped
with skees In its Invasion of Russin
the French would have triumphed over
tho Slav and there would hayve been no
such thing as the disastrous retreat
from Moscow,

England has become deeply Interest-
ed In the military value of the skee,
an! 1s considering Its introduction Into
some of the fndlan regiments. Ae-
cording to such Britlsh experts as
Captain F. J. Jackson, of the Jackson-
Harmaworth expedition, and Edgar
Beyers, many of the difMculties ex-
perienced by Colonel Younghusband
and his men in the recent expedition
into Tibet would have been avolded
had the troops been equipped with
skees,

The Skandinavian infantryman s
taught to manouevre on skees the
same as he ls Instructed In the use
of the rifle. As soon as winter has
covered the earth with snow he ls
drilled in & regular sories of exercises,
and I8 expected to "marech” and “coun-
termarch,” to “face about” and “"mark
time” on skees, just as he would with-
out them. Swuch practices are contln-
ued untl the soldler feels perfectly
at home on his nine-foct soles.

To the beginover skeos are not only
cumbersome, but painful as well
Should he strap them ‘on an ordinary
palr of shoes his legs would [feel
welghted down like those of a diver,
and the muscles of his ankles would
soon begin to ache, as If they had gone
through the “settng up stunt” of &
military academy. Bul ns soon as
the amateur learns how the veteran

man e himael! he his
 wear
A he

Btons his feet to tha fourdnch strips
of wood by means of straps fastened
Into the top of the runner.

Members of the Norweglan akee
regiments contrast strongly with Rus-
slan solllers, They %o ngt wear the
high boots, long coats nand heavy
knapsacks of the Muscovites, No
matter how far below zero may be the
thermometer, they wear no overcoats.
The Norwegian skeeman ls dressed in
& graylsh green uniform, which fits
him tightly and is only heavy enough
to keep him warm, Because of the
color of his clothes he may almost os-
cape detection amid a clump of pines,
such as are almost everywhere to be
found: on the Skandinavian peninsula,
Besides his rifle, his sole burden Is
& 3-pound bag, londed with provisions,
a sleeping bag, an Iceland sweator, a
change of underwear and a palr of
boots.

When on the march skee infaniry
can travel elght miles an hour, golng
Bt & speed about equal to that of an
average carriage horse on the trot.
When necessary such & body of troops
can cover 70 miles in a day, or nearly
a8 greal & distance a3 amateur
bicyclists In the same length of time.

Al the command to go Into ¢amp the
soldler changes his goat halr socks
and skees for a stout pair of bools
wrapped about with pleces of old mil
itary capes to prevent them from get-
ting wet and freesing. If the camping
ground s near trees he builds a tent
by cutting down fir saplings, trim-
ming thelr trunks clean and stacking
them up against each olher so as to
form a cone, thelr tops tied togethér’
with & wire. This skeleton he covers
with canvas walls made of the tri-
angular pleces which each soldler
carries and which are quickly fastensd
together by means of hooks and eyes.
When there are no troes near, the
Skées nre used to support the tents

AN ELOQUENT SENATOR,
'

Mr. Bailey's Speech on a Proposal to
Divide Texas,

In the course of & speech in the Ben-
ate recently on & proposition to di
vide the state of Toxas, Mr. Balley
sald in parl:

“If Toxas had contained a populs-
tion In 1845 sufcient to have justi:
fied hor ndmission as five states, it s
my opinlon that she would have been
50 admitted then, because the all-ab.
Borbing slavery [ssue, which, happily,
no loger vexes us, but which com-
pletely dominated American politics
&t that tlme, would have led to that
result, [ will go further even than
that, and | will say that If Texas wers
now five states there would not he
five men In either state who would
seriously propose thelr consolidation
Into one. But, sir, Texas was not dl-
vided in the beginning, Texas is not
divided now, and under the Provi-
dence of God she will not be divided
until the end of time. Her position
is oxceptional, and excites within the
minds of all her citizens a just and
natural pride. 8he Is now the great-
ost of all the states In area, and cor
taln to become the greatest of all In
population, wealth and Influence.
With such a primacy assured to het
sho could not be expected to surren-
der It even to obtuin an increased
represontation In this body.

“Bul, Mr. Presldent, while from her
proud prominence today she looks
upon a future as bright with promise
a5 ever beokonod. s people to follow
whero fate and fortune lead, it Is not
80 much the promise of the future as
it Is the memory of a glorlous past
which appenls to her agalnst division,
8Bhe -could partition her fertile valleys
and her broad prairies; she could ap
portion her thriving towns and grow
ing oities; ghe counld distribute her
splendld population and her wonder-
ful resources, but she could not dl-
vide the fadeless glory of those days
that are past and gone., To which of
her daughters could she assign with-
out Irreparable Injustice to all the oth-
ers the priceless Inheritance of Goliad,
the Alamo and San Jacinto? To which
would she bequeath the name of Hous-
ton, and Austin, and Fannin, &nd
Bowie, and Crockett? Sir, the fame
of these meu and their less Illustrious
but not less worthy comrades cannot
he severed. They are the common
glory of all, and thelr pames are writ-
ten upon the tables of her grateful
meémory so that all time shall not ef-
face them. The story of their mighty
deeds which rescued Texas from the
econdition of a desplsed and oppressed
Moexlean provinee and made her a
free and Independent republic still
rouses the blood of her men like the
sound of a trumpel, and we would not
forfeit the right to repeat It to owm
children even for many additional

seats In this august embly.
“The world has ne
wublimer coursge or & more

patriotism “than” that which *© Hhml
nates almost every page In the early
history of Texas, Students may know
more about oth r battlefields, but
none was evor consecrated by the
bload of braver men than those who
fell at Gollad. Historlans may not
record it as one of the great and de-
clelve battles, but the victory of the
Texans at San Jacinto ls destined to
exerl a better Influence upon the hap-
piness of the human race than all the
conflicts which established or sub
verted the peity kingdoms of the an-
clent world. Poets have not yet im-
mortallzed It in thelr most endurlng
vorao, but the Alamo Ig more resplend
enl with herloc sacrifice than was
Thermopylne Itself, because Ther
mopylae had her messenger of death,
whilo the Alamo had none.

“Mr. President, If T might be por
mitted to borrow the apostrophe to
liberty and unlon pronounced by & dis
Ungulahed Bepator, T would say ol
Texas: ‘S8he |z one and Inseparable
now and forever."

QUAINT AND CURIOUS,

One of the most remarkable opals
In exlstence is supposed to be a fossl)
fragment of the cinlolissaurus, which
once lved In Australia, remching a
length of forty feet. The apecimen,
Iately brought to New York, welghs
1150 carats.

Tho Idea that roast dog ls an ordl
nary article of dlet among the Chinese
ls an entlrely erronecus one, for the
simple renson that the edible dog In
too costly to be commonly eaten, IL
Is & luxury enjoyed by the rich alone,
and that only on state ocenplons,

H. Hollenback, of Botilder Creek;

., wha kicked .over a 200-foot preci-

by his mule, but fifty feel down
fell Into m large woodrat's nest In a
the
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THE PULPIT,

A BRILLIANT SUNDAY SERMON BY
THE REV: DR, M; C. SWENTZEL

Subjoot: The Divinity of Christianity.

Brooklyn, N, Y.—For the first of o
gerles of nermons on “The Religlon of
estus Christ,” the Rev, Dr. Henry C.
wentgel, roctor of Bt. Luke’s Church,
Olinton avenue, near Fulton street,
ched Bunday on “The Divinity of
helstianity.” The text was from 1
Timothy 1:11: *The Glorlous Gospel
of the Blessed God.” Dr. Swentzel
gald in the course of his germon:
Christlanlty shows the eredentinls
of divinity. It is nota set of doectrines
and prinelples which men or even the
bhest of them have Invented, but it
professes to come directly from the (n-
finite Jehovah Himself. It is not sim-
ply one among the world's religiona.
It stands alone and is unique in the
manper and method of {ts origin. It
wad not whispered Into the ear of a
soer by the Almighty; it is npot the
result of vislons; it is not the product
of learning and plety, It comes direct-
Iy rmuﬂ the Infinlte God, who actually
edopted human nature in order that He
might talk with mankind face to face.
It is immeasurably more divine than
the rellgion of Moses and the prophets
becnuse it was dellvered personally by
the Inearnate Lord Himself. The
themes of which He treats are of such
tremendous moment that any solution
of them ought to be carafully scrutin-
imed. Who and what Is God? Who
and what {8 man? What is the true
ideal for the present? What is the
outlook for the future? What of im-
mortality ahd heaven? To these In-
terrogatories the Lord speaks with
tooes of Infallibllity which popes and
#ynods have not dared to fultlate or
even to claim. The author of the Ser-
mon on the Mount svae the eternal Son
of God and His religion Is nothing less
than “the glorious gospel of the blessed
God."

To say that Jesus of Nazareth s a
divine Belng ia not synonymous with
the error which calls Him a divine
man, There have been many divine
men—men who had a mission and a
message from the Most High, men who
wero called to lead homanity to better
and nobler things; sons of men who
were filled with God's spirlt, and
ecounted not thelr life dear If it were
spent In His service, prophets of re-
form, prophets of llberty, prophets of
ﬁzl[ownby or llterature or art. In

e hall of fame sfand the [mages of
the vast army of divine souls who
bave been the champlons of God's
cause and the captaing of His hosts
in every cllme. In a far loftier sense,
in a literal senge which warrauts no
Jugglery of words and no legerdemain
of metaphysies, wns Jesus Chrlst,
God's Bon, Hig only Son, The Chris-
tian SBeriptures propose thls sublime
truth wlich should be halled with unil-
versal acclalm. It Is constantly as-
sumed in the four gospels, even as it
wis by Himself, that, though He was
born of the Virgin Mary, He was still,
in the later language of the Nicene
Creed, "God of God, Light of Light,
Yery God of Very God."

Wﬁr 9
divinity time and aegain,

He made Himself God's equal with
such plainnesa that even His enemies
¢ould not mistake It. They accused
Him of sacrilege so strongly that they
wrung from Him the well-remembered
reply: "Say ye to Him whom the ¥Fa-
ther bath sanctified and sent into the
world, Thou blaspbemer, because I
#ald I amw the Bon of God?" It Is true
that He loved to spenk of Himegelf as
“the Bon of Man,” but that title really
wns His nssertion of deity, He might
have béen a son of man without being
a divite personage, but He could not
be truly the son of man unless He
woere, more than all, the Bon of God.
It 18 no wonder than when the people
beheld His moral perfection and —w
His works and llstened to the wruchs
as they seemed fo come from the
mouth of God, they asked, ""Who Is
thie Bon of Man?’* The record of the
memorable interview, which has often
been congpleuous in the church's re-

ard, should not lightly be pot aside.

he Lord said to His disciples, ¥Whom
do men say that I, the Son of:Man,
am? Whom say ye that I am? Then
it was that Blmon Poter made the greqt
conf , “Thou are the Christ, the
Bon of thie Uving God.” In advance of
His birth the archangel gave thls as-
surance to the Virgln Mother, “That
holy thing which shall be born of theo
shall be called the Bon of God.” Aund
when the emd came and Jesus had
breathed out His life on the Calvary
cross, the words of the Roman Centa-
rlon were a fitting finale for the record
of His mortal career, "“Truly this man
was the Bon of God."

The diviuity of the Founder of Chris-
tianity the certitude of His
disciples, This absolute certitude
nhunldbellp&mhted. We should will-
ingly take Lord at His word, And
yet He¢ does not démand that the dis-
«ciples shall enslave themselves—He
who came to make them free, o give
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much for then to consent to ncoey
Gonpel of Bethlehem and Calvary,
Holy Bepulehre and the Mouw g

the Lord's divinity there Is this
refuge, this safe hiding place from the
storms. When doubts arise, h
we should do our best to dispose of
them, we should remembior every mo- '
ment in the face of mysteries and
contradictions and of alleged
afllnll‘ the intellect that the
o

Christianity could have made Do
mistake becnuse He was the Bon of

God. J
Ohristinnity is divine because of the

divinity of the Founder, and it Iz bes
cause of this divinlty that Christianity
has endursd thus long and all changes
and conneetlons and

survive until the end of time. One of
chiaer |

the many tokens of its heavenly
acter {s that It has confronted all
powers of darkness and has
tﬂh? day in every struggle and on every,

eld.
been made to hanigh it from the face
of the earth. More than once has ‘s
appeared that “the glorlous Gospel
the Blessed God" m:ght possibly be
obliterated; but somehow after each
battle the banners of the cross have
waved io trlumph and God's truth bas
woln.

Does any one inquire respecting the
outcome? does any one cry omt
“Watchman, what of the night?" The
answer {8 Victory, a better Christens
dom, a nobler Chureh, & purer religlon.
Let the winds blow and the waves
roar; let theé powers of evll and errop
do thelr worst; let the advance and
nohlovemonts of the future surpnss o
thousandfold the knowledge and cone
quests of the past. Christignity will
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From the outset an effort has

ablde with ever Increasing glory, Tor =

it 1s founded on a rock, and that rock
s the Incarnate Son of God.

WIRES SUSPENDED IN AIR.

feculiar Happening Followed Washing
Away of Bridge.

Last March occurred the highest and
most duwngerous floods of water con:
taining lee, spow and wreckage on
the varlous rivera of the nTTHIM
that Las happened within the memory
of the oldest Inhabitant. It was owing
to the unusually long and severe win-
ter, which brought misery and suffer
Ing to thousands throughout the warl-
ous central and northern states and In
the spring brought havoe and dangdr
to the people along the river bottome.
The Maumea river, In Ohlo, ~rossed
by the Detroit and Clncinnatl line at
Waterville, In that state, some alx
miles south of the town of Maumee,

was a scene of unprecedented destruo
tion, the swift running stream carry-
ing all befors it, even the strong iran
bridge of the most modern pattern
which makes four spans across the
water and over which, with the poles
strongly secured to the iron structure
Itself, run forty strands of No. 8
copper wire. Anticipating that the
bridge would go down, & wrecking
party was sont with cable ready to re-
pair the break, but great was the sur-
prise of all Interested in the phenome-
non when the crasii finally came an
the ponderous welght of 4 i
down as If made of yellow pine; the
huge poles, dragging at the forty wires

above and drawing taons on tons as the

bridge washed away, suddenly snapped
—four of (hem-—leaving every wire
fntact and the upper stumps suspend
ed in midair.

FASTEST BIRDS THE BEST.
Purchase of Ostriches Always P
od by a Race. -

“liave you over seon an ostrich
farm?" the sailor asked.

“No," sald the druggisl

“Then, of course, you've never seen
an ostrich sale, I'll tell you a strange

thing about that. When a dealer

comes to buy an ostrich he always bas.

two or thrée birds he likes best run

& TACO.

“The ostriches are ranged in a line, ==

A bunch of fgs is shown to them. The
mun with the figs walks away about

Then the os
he b M

Thow

1 tell you, the blg hirds run,
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