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Morning and twilight melt with ecstasy
In the high heat of noon,  Slmply to be,
Falpitant where the grewm spring forces

throng,

Eager fur 1w, lile unashamed and strong—
Thle Ta desire Fuliilied, Exalted, (roe,
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Glndly and gravefully townard the sun,
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- *Ploase leave Jim at home tAls irip,”
lother sald, when father suggested
#aking me with bim, as he aften did In
holldays, 1| was a lad of twelve
d father, who wis a contractor, had
big job on a new rallway. The oh-
. of this journcy was to pay the
(0 tht paymtster being 111,
"1 dont ke you to ecarry so much
oner,” mother complalned,  “It's
gangerous,”
~*Not a bit of it, Mary; don'l worry
Not & creature knows that [ &m taking
dt. Besldes, we are ahead of pay day."”
But mother wns not satisfisd, watch-
Ang us wistfully from the deorstep the
i morning when we alaried for the
A nmessenger from the bank
i bt the. money, which was put
Bto Mather's villse, My bag wis only
Balt full and exactly like father's in
fnd color.
~ 'We left town nt 11 o'clock. You may
be sure that we kept m careful eye on
the valige,
i It was dark when we reached Oak-
ton, and after a poor supisr at the
hotel we wailed for the singe
Which was to take uz 1o our destina-
Rlom—ttrelve miles distont.  The stage,
drawn by two bony horses, raubled up
(80 the sldewalk.
¢ “Where's DI father askod, for t
burly driver alwoys amused him wit
hls gualnt remarks.
"Guess DIl can't drive
imtage tdnight,” the landlord answered.
"Them old horzes skecred Bt some-
thing this morning and upset the rig,

£

¥

this here |

In darkness and contratls In a strong
light. 1 do not know what Induced
me N Inke one of the candles and go
close to the pleture. .

“Eee this big moth, father," 1 eriod.
“Can [ eateh it for my collection?”

Golag to the partralt of the old gin-
tleman 1 raleed the candl® suddenly,
and was certaln that | sdw the puplls
of the blue eyes grow smaller and
smaller,

“Oh, that moth!" 1 sald, and made
another move with the light, to see
negnin the sharp contraction of the
pupil,

"There! vou've blown ont the Hght!"
father sold. "Re eareful, 1ad"

In the dim lght | glanced hastily,
to see & Well dilated pipll in the pale
blue oyes. To say thit 1 wss fright-
ened would b bo piir iU mildly. 1 was
perfectly Yevrifled—ghosts and gobllins
were In the very alr. If ghosts could
gee they could hear—I dared not speak.
Onee more 1 rajed the candle which
I had relighied. Haod | been dreaming?
The eves In the portralt weore dark
brown!

What I had seen, 1 had coen, bt how
was 1 to ronviges father of the fact
He, meantime, had vepacked the vallse,
leaving It 6n the table. Golng Sehind
the bed Where the eyes could not fol-
low. 1 wrote rapidly on a bit of paper.
Apain Pretending o ecat*h a moth |
ra il father. The moment he saw
{n!_‘f ghastly face he reallaed that some-
| thing zerfous W20 happened.  But for
the mdley he might have laughed at

an’ Bill, he's w-lyin’ upstalrs with 8 )My fears, but he was superstitious and

| Broken leg.”

| Billy's substitute wns anything bt
‘mttractive. 1 have soldom geen a more
disagreenble  face His oyss wore
small and shifting, his mofdth drawn
down. He was polite, however, and
put out his hand for the vilises,

"Never mind,” sald father, carples:-
ly. “They will not be In the way,
fluce we are the ohly pissengera”™

The night was dark nnd gloomy  An
unaceountable depression came over
‘oe.  Golng through the villhge father
‘told me that (t had once heen of some
Amportance, but o rival town had
drawa awey busine: s and people. add-
Ang et it was sad to ses “such beaull-
) nouses golng to deens”
® e will pass a hovss eald to be
Baunted," father wenl on. A man
wns found dead In his rpom and the
place became so terriiying 1o the fam-
‘Mly that they left it hurriedly not even
taking their furniture.

1 wished that father wouldl not dwell
ba sach uapleasant subjecls, [or
gave me a horrid sensation of fear,

“Whero did thd accldent happen this
morning?' we inquired of the driver,

“Near the haunted houss was the
reply. The horses seemed nervons and

‘dl.d at every shadow,
b *Here'd the place,” the driver rrled,
Sand—cise it! the beasts seem to
membef It.” At the same instont the
| 1 fled §nimals shied violently, and
herare wll could speak the left wheels
) o B ditch and the g pole
he man jumped ool
the frightened horses
wo were ynhurt and
elinging to our lugeage
rofessed great concern,
*h annoyed nt the aecl
od the horses and tried
on, but so much damagn
@ that it was Impossible
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nothing nearer than the
gan declared, "and [ muat
4 hiteh them

en rubbing his

the old house

n glve you a

by dayhreak. '

40 alternative,
mansion. The
man with nn

h large pale
thead with a
indly, saying
sheTees.  After
erry wood fire,
phasize the Atful
bnducted to a big
ts windows opened

lelt us we stepped

that the veranda was

tapl ted and that a long
against 1. We next

ntion to the room. A

od bed stood at onmn

je cenlre a table on

lighted candles. It

bme apartment, with

painted walls andl dark walns-
) Ol pletures  hung on  the
[heir gift framea tarnished and
Opposite the tables were por-
pdsome people in the dress of

jan to prepare for bed. Father

in vallse on' the table, taking
flerent articles and laying some
8 gooney parcels on top. | wan-
about looking at everything. |
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nd that some ond was breathing

ot this picture, father,” 1
pointing to the life-ulzed face
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It |

confessed afterward that he had oxpe-
rienced the same sensallon of a pres-
ance 19 the room, He serihbled & few
lnes, telling me o wateh hlm and
witlt

W# heard volees helow: a door shut,
and then silence fell. We blew out the
lights und pretended to retire. Then
father got up quietly, took everythlug
out of my bag, which, you remember,
was the duplicate of his, and staffed
It with heavy bhedding, locking and
strapping 1t and puttlgg It on the ta-
ble. Oramming everythine In  the
precious vallse, he put It in the bed
Wo wora dressed except for our boots
We left the Freonch witdow ajar and
got Into bed. "Uhe mbon came up and
shone Into the rooan

"Good night, Jim; plensant dreams,”
came in o sleepy voles from father and
presently lond #norey could be heard
from his side of the bed An hour
pagsed. | kept shivering and reemed
| to see mother watrhing us unxlonsly;
would we never ste her dear face
again?® Suddenly we heard stealthy
steps and nudged each other. The
snoring  became  lowdet, Polping
through half-shut s, we siw a
shadowy form creeping In the window,
wnd A hand stretched out to the vallse
aon the table Then cautlonsly  and
nolselessly man and bag disappeared

Father nrgued that the men would
tnke thelf plunder 10 a distant room
Ih) open it, and that If they found them-
selyes tricked our fate would be seal-
ed. Signing me to follow, father slip-
ped out of bed. Carrying our boots
and the vallse we galoed the verands,
going down the ladder, which creaked
under our weight. Great henvens! If
It whould fall!

We  touched the ground safely
Moving In the shadow of the bullding,
we roached the barn; hiding behind it
Horrors! what did we hear! [ clutch-
ed father's arm and we cowered down
in the high. rank burdocks. The door
opened, and four men came out, laden
with trunks and bags., Thery hastened
to n wagon already lodded. The poor
old stage horses were harnessed to It
It waus evidently a “fittiog.”  There
was not time to examine thelr spoils

“They'l not wake till morniog,"
the blue-eyed man whispered hoursely,
“The old one Is snoring llke a rusty
aaw,"

To our unspeakable rellef they jump-
ed In and drove rapldly toward Oak-
ton, evidently to ecatch an early traln.
When they disappeared we ran rapidly
down the rond. At last we reached n
house. Waking the Inmates we told
oiir story. One by one the family hur-
ried down, and a Hitle brown-halred
girl was greatly excited, watching us
ruriously.

“We thought them susplcious charac-
ters” the farmer sald, “and only to-
night o hint was given me that they
were & gnng of counterfeiters, their
chief heing, the blue-eyed man with the
broken rose. The authoritles were
prepared to search the place tomor-
row."

Neighbors were collected, horses
lirought out, and we started In pursult.
And here | may as well say they were
never captured.

At daylight the constables from the
village went with us to the haunted
house, where were found evidences of
& counterfeiter's work and signs of a
aasty departure. They had probably
been wilrned of the (ntended raid, and
Tather's journey with the money mund
had delayed thelr fiitting in order to
secure It, In both cases causing the
breaking down of the wntage. We
thought with gles how enraged they
must have been when they opened the

In examining the house they found
the secrel of the blug eyes. In An ad-
hung a pleturs.

oy say that's
Jm" L
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do 0 mors eamiy. Thua I saw hls
eyes s ha waiched father stow away
the money. - L

That night's adventure gave mb thi
chance of finding L treasurs, for the
lttle glrl whom 1 met for the first
time that night I8 mow my wife. She
declares, however, that It was not a
case of “love At first gight.” That
a more grotesque littla figure she never
saw, with staring eyes, hair standing
on end, clothes covered with bures,
and a red necktle neatly tied under
one ear—Michigan Furmer.

AUDIT GAME SWINDLE.

Applicant for Loan Pays to Have Hia

Books Examined=~Geta Nothing.

It s bard to keep Lritck Of thé casy
monéy gamed that &Y% golng bh il
this town all thé time, The man whd
pays the bill 1§ usually the one who
is looking for money that is not edsy.
He lg ghort himsell, and he I8 seek-
Ing some Ofa to help him out. When
he has had his little dose of ex-
perlence he ls shorter than when he
began.

A new phase of the swindle mighl
be called the audit gumé. A man
neealing eupital Iy 1kely 16 be laked
In by @A Who advertlse that they

have Unlimiled capital o put out in
safe véntures. He knows that his own
business is pretty well founded and |
he nibbles at the balt,

At the office Indicated he gets a!
cordlal weleome. He would like (o
borrow money, would ha?  Well, he
han come 1o the Fleht placa, but b is
only falr 6 warit him lhal the mmﬂ
cares to do busineds only with hig
gradé blislnoss men, Ay,

The applicant, however, 14 a litle
wary, He would like some assur
ances on his part that the men he ls
to deal with are all right. The man
who recelves him calls hls atlentlon
to several prospersus looking  men
sitting In an Inner office looking over |
securitles. Ho points these men out |
ns rich and as Alwayn Bedking 8afe
investmentd, Bomelimés the ciller
Ie Irtindiced 1o one of these men, whd
mildly neknowledges that  he  has
money;, bt who makes It known at
once that he has no desire to handle
any proposition thet len't safe. He |
nods to the first man, and tells the
visltor to make plain hls proposition
to Wm. If It scems 1o be good, he
will he glad to look it over,

Here Is where the bunco game bo- |
gins. The offico man again saya that |
hin ollents must be gure before they |
Invest. 11 will be needssary lo mhke
an exhaustive bxamination of the ap
plicant'a Bookd. it Is dnly right that
the applicant should pay for this. Ac
rording to the nati of the businoss |
in which he Is engaged, the price will
be from $100 to §600. The lender-tobe
nssures the epplicant that there will
not be the slightest difficulty in get-
ting the loan. But the money must
be advanced to pay for the examing- |
tion.

The applleant ls by this time go
confident that he will get the mopey
that he pays the advance reguired.
The bximinert tomo around all right.
They go over the books anid ask a lol
of wise questions, bul are non-com
mital, In due time the applicant gels
word that the moneyed men have coma
to the conelusion that the examing.
tlon of the applleant’s busincss shows
& condilion which mdkes It undesir-
nble for them fo thyvest ih (L

A promoter who has Investigated
geveral of (heae concerns said to
Buit Reporter that thers are scores
of men engaged In thls game —New
York Sun,

QUAINT AND CURIOUS,

The most remarkable movement of
our times ls expressed in the state-
ment that "the world Ix eating up Its
sheep.” In Germany the flocks have
decreased over #0 percent since 1873,
and this i1 only an extreme (nstance
of what I8 going on elsewhere, The
Increasing price of beef Is given 28
one reason of the eating up of the
sheep; the dread of tuberculosis ls
another,

At a recent saln ln London & quarto
volume containing the sccond part
of Shakespeare's “Henry IV,” and
hearing the date of 16056 was sold for
$2,600, This volume, which was Ine
seribed with  Willlam Penn's  auto-
graph, was one of five emrly Shakes
peare quartos belonging to  George
Carrington, who had owned them for
many vyears without realizing thelr
great value to  collectors of rare
books. The entlre five were sold for
§14,250,

A Sullivan county dead mun sang at
his own funeral, A phonograph was
placed on his coMn. When the rellg
fous ceremony was over the phono-
graph was turned on and the church
listened to ythe dead man's volee
rendering one of his favorite hymns.
—Kansas Clty Btar.

Burglars who have a dog lo keep
watch for them and give the alarm
when danger approaches are operats
Ing in Alameda, Cal, with succoss,
The pollee have a description of tie
dog.

Taking four heads of human hair
of different colors but equal weight,
it has been found that the number of
bairs per head varles as follows:
Red, 90,000; black, 103,000; brown,
109,000; blonde, 140,000, Dark brown
halr is the color most frequontly
found in Eng'and, the proportions
averaging as  follows: Red-halred
people, 30; black, 67; falr, 108; light
brown, 388; and dark brown, 807,
Four hundred and fifty haira of aver
age thickness Inid side by side woulll
cove one luch in width,

A fire which broke oul at the top
of a 200-foot mast In Bouth Boston,

and
L

8
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| later fell Into

MARRIED THE WRONG MEN.

Instancel From Austrla and Francd
Where Women Wed Their Doubles:

A strange case of matrimonial
fraud has lately occurred at Viennd:
A woman of the lower middle class
married & man whom she took to be
a ‘Herr Welss, her flance, returning
after a yoar's mbsence in Amerlea to
make her his wife. In less than a
month he robbed her of her savings
and then suddenly disappeared.

A month later she recelved a letter
from America regrotting that the
writer bad been teo {1l to return at
the time ngreed, but stating that he
was about to sall, and that (mmedi:
ately o his areival woild idl his
promise by léading hir o Lhe altaf:
The letter was signed “Herrmidd
Welss."

Thy poor woman was thrown into
& sad conditlon of perplexity and ap-
prehenslon, nnd her worsl fears were
realized when, on her correspondent’s
arrival, she recognized that sheé had
been lmposed upon by d calldis Im-
postol whose resemblance to the real
simon pure  was marvellodsly  abrik-
Ing. 1t wibsequently trnspirhd that
the gennlne Herrmaon Welss  had
while in Ameriea forezathered wlith
his double, who had ascertained suf-
ficlent of the former's history and
prospects to enable hlin to carry out
with succoss his basa seheme of de-
teption and heartless rohbety,

Wlhien Cinude Bovnat, o baker of
Margellles, was 1h hiding from the
poliee, who held n warrant for his ar-
rest on a serlous eharge, he managed
to communleate with an scqualntance,
one Leriot, who in every respect was
his exnct double, and eonjured him on
the strength of thelr old friendship
to promlse that, should any wmisfor
tune befall him, he would, by tmper-
sonAting him-—an ensy cnough task
by reason of the wmiriking resemblance
exieting belween them—heep ftom the
Joung womnn o whom he wils  one
gneed the knowledge of heb lover's
shame,  Leriot gave his  promise,
which =sat  hut  tghtly  on his
conselence, ns one o he kept or brok-
en as whim might direet.

However, when Bonnat a day or Lwo
the hands of justlce
Lerlot sought out the young woman,
of  whom he  had no  previous
konowledge, with the result thal his
sugceptible heart was so touched that
he entervd Into the fulflment of his
promise with surprising zenl. 8o well,
Indeed, did b& enpet the role of Bod.
not that he In a short while espoused
the latter’s fAnnee,  The couple led
a life of complete happiness, which
was Inono wige dimmed when  some
vear's later, on the convict's release,
thia wife first diseovered the fraud
of which she had been the vietim,—
Tit-Bits

Hurt Only in Feelings.

What promised to be a serious ne
rident on Riverside Drive (he other
day was turned fnto o comsdy for the
benefit of the throng of promenaders,
A young woman in the nattlest of
riding costinmes, mounted on &4 hand:
bay reached n point opposité
103 styeet, when  the saddle girth
slipped.  The young wollan made o
feantle effort to retaln hor balanck,
gave a shriek of dismay and clutched
at the horsdis mane,

Several men among the promennd-
ers dashed to her rescue,  The horse
frightenegd at the oolse and commo-
tion, began 1o prance, Women
sereamed ns they saw visions of the
animil doshing along the drivoway
drapging 8 helpless rider at the stie-
rupm.

Lt the unexpected happenod, The
rider's foot did not eateh in the stie-
rup. Bhe lost her hold on the horse’s
mane und alighted on the soft =soll
In a sitting position.  Instead of rfh-
ning away, the horse turned and
rilibed hls muzzle agalnst Lls former
rider's shoulder as  though (0 sy,
“What on earth fs the matter wilh
your, anyway?' The herole rescuers
had no more to do than to rijse d
crimson-faced gliel to her feel, annist

some

| her to brush the dirt from her riding

hablt and tighten the saddle glrth,
And when they alded her to remount
she was s0 indlgnant she forgot (o
thank her would-be preservers—New
York Presas,

What Women Can Do For a Town.
When | wasg a young man [ lived in
#n old Marylund town. In the centre
of the town was a wide, forlorn mar-
ket place. Thero wans an old market
bhouse and another bullding which
held the town englne and the fire
bell. 1 vislted the old town recently.
The markel house and the engine
house were gone to other quarters
and the old market place s (rans-
formed Into beantiful lawns, fNower
beds and neat walks—all done by the
Jadles of the town. Would that the
women of every country town would
take hold of matters In the same way
and transform the waste places Into
beauty spots to delight Lhe eye, This
means yoit #nd your town—W. P
Massey, in Practlcal Farmer,

Cured,

A wstory ls told of the wonderful
cure from deainess of a patlent who
was recommonded to hear n Wagner
opera, and to elt near the orchestra
by the trombones. The physiclan ne-
companied his patient, and sat beside
him. Suddenly, while the crash of the
Instrumenis was at its loudest, (he
deaf man found he eould hear, "Doe-
tor,” he slmost shrieked, “I can hear!”
The doctor gave no sign that he no-
ticed the remark. “I tell you, doc-
tor,” repeated the patient, In ecstacy,
“you have saved me! I have recover-
ed my hearing.” Bt the physician
was sllent. He had become denf him:
sell.—Harper's Weekly.

Tunkish Proverbe.

George Harris, a student In Cam-
bridge University, compilod thess

Turklsh proverbd while on a recent

SERPENT'S WISDOM A
MYTH,.
SNAKES 000;_2.6 FOOD,

NOT AS PETS, SAYS A
SCIENTIST;

But

Blue Racors the Most Delicats Eating
—8nakes Not Hostile to ' Man—
Thelr Cunning and Curlosity—
Good Points About Them—Snake
Meat Sandwiches,

“"Snakes are ull right as food, but
very unantisfuclory as pets, for the
renson that they have no psyehologl
eal nature," said a scentist now cdp-
hected with Harvard dniversity.

Diiring & dix years' fesidende it the
wes( he made a elose study of sigkes)
and their ways, Having them In hlalf
study unconfined and sbout hig prem-
Ises In numbers, he hecame famlllar
with them.

The wisdom of Lhe serpent ho pro- |
hounces d iiyth, though he ddmitd |
that snnked bave much cunning, are |
Wily lo n degree and patfectly under-
Sland thelr power and limitatlons, |
For example, & raitlesnake does not
retreat in haste when disturbed, Real- |
Izipg that Its bite ends the game, it
Is invarinbly delibernte, but If left to
Itsell in Its own good time it makes
aff,

Other venomous snakes also pecedd
slowly, indefstanding as does ihe fat-
tler, thal they are cqual to most emer-
gencles. Contrary to the eommon no-
tlon, soakes are not hostile to man,
The most venomous nnd  powerful
will run from man If possible. 1t i3
only In self-defence that any polson-
ous snake strikes,

That a rattlesnnke ratiles to give
warning of its presence s a popular
fulluecy. It really does nothing of the
kind, The talla of all snakes quiver
whett they fire exoited and thereforo
the Faltle I8 heard when disturbed.
Why IL has rattles dn lts tall no one
has been able to find out.

It would be, weeording to this stu-
dent of snonkes, quite ahsurd to con-
clude that the handsome, Independ
ent, husky rattlesnake 18 Instinetively
or otherwise conslderate of others In
glving warning of s presence.  As
are all snakes, It {8 slmply negative
In Its attltude townrd others, save
when (he Instinet of self proservation
la aroused, when It hecomes positive
In sell defenes

The chlet difference hotween (he
ways of o polsonous sanke amd of one
whoss bite 18 no worse than the sting
of a mosquito, I8 in the dellberato
withidrawal of the one and tho hasty
vetreat of the other In case of done
ger.  The large majority of snikes
are quile harmless and slip nway with
ull speed at the npprosch of elther a
human being or an anlmal, knowing
that the abillty to coneeal themselves
Ig thelr one means of preservation

While not erediting snakes  wilh
wisdom, Il s stated {hat in mwany
ways they are the reverse of stupld.
They are very curlous, and when they |
can 0 80 withowt danger (b them-
selves, lhey examine an  unfamiliar
ohject with keen and reaeated atten-
tlon.

It Ia reluted by this sclentist thnt In
attempling to caplure a waler snake
he pul his foot on it in the soft coze
al the creek slde, bat falled to hold
it. To see what the snake would do,
lie stood porfectly still, and In a few
moments it enme back and, swim-
ming slowly round and round his
boot, examined It most earefully, not,
ns might be supposed, by looking ul
It, but by touching It at every point
with its tongue, not once, but mgnin
and again,

The quick thrusting out and draw-
Ing In of the longue Is a snake's way
of fAnding out what things about It
menn. The tongue I8 Ils most (mport-
ant sensa organ. It really has very
little mensation elsewhere, and those
that are most polsonous ean, |f not
rostralned or hurt, be moved about
with Impunity,

Yet those who handle and gtudy
snankes constantly invariably  hold
them by the back of the neok, as A
cat does a litten, and both selee and
liberate them with alnerity.  Belors
Lthey are agized the rule Is o keep
otit of siriking distance, which I8
one-third the length of the snake,

In the eollege lown where thego
studies of snnkes were made the anti
pathy afd horror with which they are
ordinnrlly regarded *no longer pre-
valls, On one occadlon a clty visitor
at the sclentlst’'d house Announeced In
terror that there was a snake on the
steps of the porch,

“Yes, {t's sunning iteelf,” het Host-
esn replied easily, *f often fenr so~e
one will step on It. For several years
It has been mboul the grounds. It is
nuite harmless, (hough occaslonally
it captures and devours a young rob-
In. Bnakes are so very fond of birds,
and they require llve food."

For some years a large pllot snake,
picked up on a Mlchigan pralrie and
named Dalsy, was almost constantly
with this man, who, (o know snakes,
mado companions of them. Often it
wound Itselfl about his arm and It
geemed to like being there,

The dainties that snakes love he
provided and he constantly beslowed
on Dulsy such cure and attention as
was calenlated to win a snake's affoc.
tions. The only reanlt wdlk that
Daisy grew quite uoafraid; seemed
to prefer to take food from his hand
and made no effort to escape, which
was all that conld be expectod from a
creature which has no affection for
{ta young. Many snakes spurn their
offspring from the first, others keep
about with them for m week, glving
them pointers as to how to get on In
the world, and then leave them to
shift for themselves.

Dalsy when left to Its own diver-

ons followed the Instinet which
) fts kind the name of pllot

and would excursions u
pports of porches and the
house or room, but was

those af any other r;r;-ﬁ.t_\{ri living ‘:?“_“‘:2 HE @UL 'PITT_ I

Iand in this part of the world;
thefr graceful movement in gymmetris |
cal curves, und to the faet that they |
never muke a superfluous motlon, ]
Observation nlso shows that they |
serve & uscful purpose In ridding the |
land of gtasshoppers and other pests
Inimical to agriculturists. ’

Most particular ns to their [ood,
snakes eat only that whieh they kil
and they judge of the (itnegs of thelr
food by Its motlon, taking nothing
which does not move swiftly, Field
mice and birds ure daintics they cape.
clally eovet, nnd in huntlng ond cap-
turlng them they display the gulle
and cunning which the seriptures at-
tribute to thew,

That they charm their prey 8 an-
other popular bellef which is quite un-
supparied by faot, The ereatures they
hitnt fenr fhem, as A hungry snake
has n way of petling whut it goes
for, fnd, scoming to understand this,

blrd 18 so flled with terror when It

dces A Enake that often It 18 unable |
th fly and falls an casy vietim to its |

enpemy. 1t s this condition that leads
1o \;Im renernlly accepted eoncluslon
thak o snalke hus the powér (0 ennrm.
i artiele of dict, theé blud rad
all snakes s sald to be the most
*in thayvor, ag it is very cleanly
1nllts and partienlar as to ita
(he fleah of the rattler f8 also
perfectlyy, wholesome and loothsome,
hinving m {favor, ke the flesh of most
anakes, llh-:-- chieken.
Al un m\;ulug entertainment, glven

food,

at the honde of thig investigator, let-
sandwiched of fdely
moat wera served, and
to be chicken until it
chaneed that b student discovered a
pecullarly shaped bone, Twirllng it
betwoeen his thiymh anid Anger he ap-
proitehed his hof§t and asked | there
wna anything, sfywe a soake, that
could make use off that bone. Belng
nssurvil there was not, the company
wero seon discussifg the morit of the
bine racer they hygd  beun  enting.
Fromy one gnnke 35\ sandwiches had
been mude.—New Yok Hun,

tute  edged
mineed snnk
wers sippoge

Kentucky Youths Havé Nerve and
Rely on Keen Sense \of Sound.

With sll the hullatnloo gegainst [oot-
ball, some sonsible, somo \Mrom those
who don't know a foothayl from a
free lunch, but who are really to fall
In heliind gy elamor, there |
stitute down In Kentucky whi
ere have made no complaint a
are blind,  The Kentueky
for the Dlind has 4 foutball

elther, They are slghtlers but
wa and play n spirited, skilful IIN'N_I
ROTOUS EAMC
“Ouar Dlindness I8 merely a handl-
way these  glghtless  gridiron
warrlors,  “We are strong, and we |
don'l get lald out any more than other |
plavers do.  And we mAnago to hold |
(ur owi. |

At extremely acute sense of hear |
ing is one of the fnenlties that enable
the blipd players to evercome their
want of eyesight. Their highly de-
veloped sense of sound enabiles theni
te tell where B play I8 golng. If an
apposing  play goes toward the left
wing the bllnd players endeavor tol
mnss there as quickly as  poasible,
What Mr. Gregory, thelr eohch, calls
museular action Is another thing they |
rely om.  They are able to thus divine
movements of thelr opponentd,

There are, of course, Jimitations (o
the ability of blind players, dot fell
by those who can sce, and out of
courtesy to them opposing teams do
not try ond running.  They confine
thele uttacks between tackles.  But
the Lllnd players (ry end runs ag well
as other wlde thrown mancuvres after
the manner of Yale and Pennsyivania,
lending exponents of open play, and
whose game s not  bullt entirely
around bruising tandems and the ke,
They do more line bucking than any-
thing ¢lse, and now and then throw
iterfereuce &t an oppoesing end with |
onough precision 1o put bhim out of the
piny. Also, llkethe Ells and Quakers, |
the Wlind boys make agllity cope with
opposlng welght.

The blind players use a round ball
because it i8 ensler to handle, and do
only direct passing to avold fumbles.
When a certain “hole" has been slg-
nalled for, they get together and help
the runneér an much a8 any other team
would. Their attack I8 versatile, and
the handicap they suffer on the de-
fence s offset not a little by the foot-
ball axlom that a strong offence s
tho best defence.

Those who have seen tho blind
players In action say they are rugged
and speady and slam into an opposi-
tion which they cannot see with fear
lessness and determination, Keen
eyeslght is considered one of the es-
sentlals of football, yet these youths,
who play In the darknees play It well.
And they get lols of enjoyment out of
It—New York Sun.

eap,”

Boy's Chances in Life.

"One chance In nine thousand,
That's the chanee you have, boys, of
being recognized as n succesaful man
of affalrg If you only provide yourself
with & common school education,” sald
a lecturer at a boys' club the other
evening. “This !s not my own opinion
or somebody's guess, but the report of
the United States Bureau of Educa-
tion,” sald he, in explaining his re-
mark. "It ls not very encouraging to
many of you, who early have to be-
come wage-sarners. The sameé report
tells us that a high school education
Increases & boy's chance about twanty-
two times, while a college training In-
¢reases the young man's chanoce ten
times over those of the boy who stops
with & high school diploma.

| God hins plaesd In the grasp of each
| ng of us,

| ness and sympathy, and fneapable of

| ean grow a gl IF he s willing to pay

NUMBER 12,

AN ELOGQUENT SUNDAY SERMON BY
DR, DONALD SAGE MACKAY.

fulbject How lo Grow a Souls

New Yok Cliy.—8unday morning. In
the Collegnle Chuareh, the Ner, Dr,
gt ld Bage  Mackay preached on
“How to Cirow n Sonl” The text was
fram 1T Peter 11H:18: “Grow In grace
sl in the knowledge of our. Lord and
Savionr Jesus Cheist”  Dr. Mackay
gt

In the conrse of my reading the other
eveilne T eame aeress this striking and
siggeetive sentence, “We ean each
grow nosnnl if we are wiling to pay
the priee” These words set me think-
Inge.  Whnt a fremendons possibhilily

We hnve In ovr power (he
npporinnity of growing an immortal
woul. That apportunity 1s this Ufe—the
anestion is, Are we willing to pay the
priee?

Do we renlie wlint the growth of a
| #onl within ue means? Do we renllze
(whint 1ife fs without a sonl? We henr
|1t sometimes said of one that he Is n
| "soulipee man”  Usonlly we under-
[ stamd Ly that description a man de-
| valil of the oardluary feellngs of our
e himminndty, Iacking in kindll-

generons actlon,  Troe enongh, bul a
sonilless man T the veal Import of the
| worde, means n event denl more than
thut, Ta L sanlless = to he dead at
the vital eentre of 1ife. Tt Is to hp cor-
rupt and degenerate at that point In
charncter from which the divi<e and |
immortal gpreings Into power.  Sonl- |
Ipagness I spleitunl dezeneracy. Tt
ts what Panl ealls “Dend In tresposses |
lomil slus, withiont hope and without |
God In the workl"

I=s It worilh wlile, then. paying any
price IF we ean sturt within nllrm‘lvos|
this geowth of an Immortal soul? “Wa
enne enel grow a soul"” salil the writer,
"It we are willlng to pay the price
Assuredly It {s worth it, for this I8
the one nud the only vietorlons life
Mare than that—this 1s the heart of
nll trae religlon.  If aur religion 18 not
developlng spiritual Ufe within us our
religlon Ie valn,  Thnt la {he grent
thought of Christ's teaehing, and in
that He has emophnsized the deepest
thought of all the great teachers of |
the worlil. You mav remember, for in
stanee, the worls of Soerates In Ha
Defense, addrossed to his Accufprs, |
when In deserthing the greatest York a
man eonld do he =alil, “Far T nnlh-'
Ing It go ahout amongst you, jergnad-
Ing vou all allke, young and og, pot to
tnke thought of your person; or your
properties, but to care ahow the grent-
est Improvement of your taul™ Than
that siatement of the speat Greek
tencher the Gospel of Chigt ean ndid
| oo gtronger emphasis to Hp tremens- |

dong signifienner whivh bopgs to the

growth of a soul

. And yet it is just ot s polnt that,
for most W-aw Yo faal irngedy of
gpiritanl  experienee Wy vells  [taelf.
What is 1t that most trofWhles you in

| your religlons 1ife, If at nny moment

your give vourself to honeat self-aggm-
Inntion? What is the real :'Ilm‘m%
ment that hinunts us even Iln onr kee
est proyers pml most fervent sdppifen-
tlrna? Is It not Just thiz—our utter
poverty In soul growth, the dreadnl |
lnek of auy real ovidence of progress in
spivitial thinge?  Jndeed by the or-
dngry slandavds of 1ife our sonls do |
not geaw, At the very best they sim-
ply stand still, so that spiritually, even
the Liest of us are pre(ty much as we |
were fiftoen oF twenly_sears ago, with |
the same tendencles” dominant, the |
rame terplntions present.  With others |
of us It |s worse than that. In apite |
of aur pravers and napirations we are
eonsclons, wlhien we are brave enough
{o Conee e foet, that spicftonlly we
grow more stitnied and dwarfed an the
yvonrs pusz on. Our fpith heeotmes less
forvid, tha spdelt of preayer dwindieg,
the mense of €iod evaporates In the
stiffing ntmosphiers of selfishness and |
woridlnese that weaps Hself ke n sea
tog aronnd us. That, T vepeat, In the
gpltltanl teageils that plays Itsell ont
in the seeret plices of onre lves: splr-
ually we do not grow as we onght; |
onr sontls lack ilint touch of life which |
revenls  ftselfl  in ever decpening |
sireugth and power

wWell, now having faced this two-fold
faict—on thie one hand that each of ns

the price, amd on the other band that
thir soul-growil Is uot helng realized
within us ns 1t onght—Iet ng see this
moruing what are sotie of {bo condl-
tinns In ebedlenee to which sonl-growth
mny become o glorlous reality for each
one of ns.

1. Let ug recognize In the first placn
what the soul |5, what it represents:
By the soul, we mean something deep-
ef than “the mnelilne which tleks in
the brain, that ealenlates and memor-
fren, that learns the telcks of trade,
and practlees them In the world.” That
Is not your soul, although [ dare say
it Is the ouly apology for a soul some
of us havy. The soul Is that in you
anil me which has kinship with God.
1t is the chamber in which the divine
and Immortal within us dwells. The
soul Is the holy of bolles In n man's
life. 1t Is as Paul eays, “The Temple
of the Holy Ghost” When, for In-
stance, you feel at times, as surely at
tmes we all do, an almost overpower-
Ing yearning after God, to know Him,
to be llke Him, it is your soul that is
spenking. It is the jmmortal within
you, erying out for its kinshlp with
God. The vitality of your soul, there-
fore, 18 the pledge of your immortality.
Destroy the soul, and you destroy that
within you without which eternity 1s
unthinkable. That Is why Christ put
such émphasis on the awfal possibility
of losing the soul. “What shall it profit
a man,” He siid, “If he gain the whole
world and lose his own sonl?" Noth-
ing can compensate that loss. Ohrist
does not say that “galoing the world"
pecessarily means loss of the soul;
whnt He says 16, that a prize even s0
great as wue atialoment of the whole
world would not offset the loss of a
single lndividual gonl. Do we realise
that?

The firat condition, therefore, In soul-
growth, 15 to realize the issne at stak
to recognize the Infinite value of :m;
soul as your otie and only ass.* when
denth, with ruthless fingers, strips
you of all else. “Think of It »
sald Cariyle, “for wert thon the piti-
fullest of ail the sons of earth thy life
18 no idle dream. It Is thine own, It is
all that thou hast to face elernity
with” True, but living without a sonl

make eternity n voidiess bia

CONEDIMS 1T& TN, IN OfNer wWoras, nne
eonls are In the grip of o deadle ds
enen, which dwnrfs and stunte them,
What Ie that dizense? A correct dlng-
noelg {8 the first step to complete the
onre.,

Snpnaes for o moment yon hacs n
hov  whn, Instead of growing Inta
henalth and strencib. is pinched and
Awarfal and anomie In anpearancs.
Yon taks the Ind tn a nheelelan. and
he will tell van that that hoy of vonrs
= ronlly snfering from a wrang hahit
of 11fp. e 1= not holng ponclshed neon-
erle, Pls dlesstive arenns are helne
overlanded with fond which he eannot
assimilnte.  What the hov needs 2 nat
morp fand, lint lpxs: nat vleher dlet,
bat simpler. Nature ie belne thwarted
by artificlal Hving. nnd artificial living
f= the seod-nlot of Alsense, And the
physlelnn will donbtleas tell vou that,
the Doy belng yonng, the enre (8 simnle,
Ho will say: “Give nature a chanen
by simplifying his dally dlet” Well,
It tw even 8o with the health of the sonl.
Our sonls nre starved and stunted by n
Alreare, which Is ereated and ageen-
vated by a wrong mode of life. We
nre 80 gorging onr minds th all the
eloborated and artifein] forms of liv-
Ine. that the snivitunl within ue 8
atifled. Rin Ie the Alseaes which kills
the sonl, but gln s simply & product »of
thnt sordid =elfish life which elogs the
grent artevies of the sonl,  Tf deliber-
rtely we follow a life which makes no
proviglon for prayer and eommunion
with Gad. which cheriehes evil hablte
and nanrlshes actions whieh begin and
end In wslf. then we are deliborntely
killing the so
I8 the price wo
to grow n =onl?
mode af 1ite which
make provigion, not fo
e flesh, but of the
prrer, wester, simpler ntmospliord !
e sanl will Inevitaliy hegln to grow.
The vitality of yonrfonl {s wonderful,
Tte recunerntive Povers are marvelong,
hut these powers must have thelr ap-
portunity.  Herg = a dicenss which Is
stunting and sfivly killing my gonl—
am I willinggs fuinil the condition

iiente that dlzense, and
M growth a reality?
ads to the third point

“t eondltton?  And wha of

wn girength. 18 sufMelent to

Snilition?  We eannot cor-
7o own efforts, hape to.re-

L 7 natural tendencies within

% war ngnlnst onr rouls. We
" hy any etrivings of onr own,
fordy, eplrltnnl growth, If we are tnn-
nhls to il a eubit to onr nhysleal
stature, much less ean we ndd ta onr
sniritunl  growth. Yot the eall of
Christ §s to “erow In geaee. and in ITl=
Nkenipes"  What, then, 18 the seeret of
that growih? The Gospel of Ubrist Is
the anawer. Our souls grow as they
come Into Uving toneh with TTim. We
ecannot Leinsform onrselves, hut woe nre
teanaformed Inte ITis llkeness, ng wo
refieet the aplrit of Tesus, and we e
floct Jeans in the mearura thnt we re-
fleet on Him. Make Chrigt thpe theme
of vour dally praver and meditation,
and every maoment you spend In =
presence 18 a springtide of spiritual
growth within your sonl. That growih
vou ennnot cheek: no &l ean hinder 1t
if vou are living In the atmosphere of
Christ’s life, It 18 not onr strivings
and strngglings thnt add to the stature
of the sonl: It {3 our falth, simple a8
hat of a Mtle child which, laying hald
of the love of God revealed In Christ—
Mienp the sanl. day by day, tofo His
grace and intn KB liKeness.”

Niww, T nsk, 18 there anything strange
or mysterlons about that?  Is spiritual
growth subjort to lnws any dlfferent
from theee which govern nny process
af mental  development?  Snrely nof,
Ta mnke nny theme & subject of dally
thought {8 to make that theme A potent
inflnence in your life. The more deeply
it 1ays hold of your mind the more pro-
foundiy it becomes n part of yonrself,
All you have to do 18 to falfil the con-
Mtlon of contlnupus thonght, and the
object of yonr thought reacts npon you
and becomes a dominnnt factor of
growil, We speak, for instance, of ®
man belng possessed by some mnster
passfon—It may be the love of money,
or of power, or of sordll self-indnl-
genee, or of some ligher Interest, bt
whatever It I8 the resalt 18 the anmes

What s
ns, hy h

| Constant dselling vpon It moulds chnr-

acter Into it= likeness,

Qo (t 18 wiili the soul that surrenders
{tuplf to the Inflnence of Jesus, As we
think of Him, nnd ns we enter inter the
spirit of His life, and breathe the at-
mosphere of His love and purity, grad.
unlly we are transformed, and the =onl
\\".l!iln us lenps up Into glad recognltion
of its lawful Tove. Every power we
have, every facully we posscss b
comes Interpenetrated by His spirif,
and because His spirit is life we Lve

alro,

Exelted.

Rowland HIl used to tell this story
of himsell:

“People say when I presch the Gos-
pel very earcestly, ‘How excited Mr.
Hill gets! Why," sald be, "I was
walking through Wotton-under-Edge
the other day, and gaw some men dig-
ging gravel. All of a sudden the earth
gave way and burled two or three of
the men. 1 ran off as fast as my old
legs would carry me, and I shouted,
‘Help! help! help! but people dld not
say, ‘Poor old Mr, Hill |s getting dread-
fully excited!

“0Oh, no! he might be as excited as he
pleased when men's lives were In dan-
ger; but when a man's soul was in
danger the proper thing would be to
say to bim very quletly and cajmly,
‘My dear friend, unless nsumething ‘shall
interpose, aud you shall one of these
days become somewhat different from
what you now are, It will not be quite
so well for you In pnother world ns,
erhnpc. you might desire.’ "—Belfast

Itneas.

The models of fashion here eapnol
even be ceriniu of passing mustsy ::
the door mats ln heaven

Cut Two Only.




